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- Suffering: Psa 73
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- Historical: Psa 78


21 (Sun) – Gospel Meeting: Mark Roberts
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Definition Of “Psalm”

1) Using a dictionary, define “psalm.” 

2) How is the Hebrew verb, zamar [2167 - a primitive root], translated? (See zamar, page 6, italicized words.) 

3) How is the Hebrew noun, mizmor [4210 - from 2167], translated? (See mizmor, page 7, italicized words.) 

4) Were psalms ever sung to the accompaniment of an instrument under the OT? (See references on page 6.)

5) Based on the translations, is an instrumental accompaniment necessarily inherent in these words? 

6) How is the Greek verb, psallO [5567], translated? (See psallO, page 8, italicized words.)

7) How is the Greek noun, psalmos [5568], translated? (See psalmos, page 8 italicized words.) Note if you drop the os you have our word, “psalm.” 

8) Read Thayer’s definition of psallO (See page 26.). How was it used by

a) Aeschylus (c. 500 B.C.)? [”Aeschyl.”] 

b) Euripides (c. 450 B.C.)? [”Eur.”] 

c) Aristotle (c. 350 B.C.)? [”Aristot.”] 

d) Septuagint (c. 250 B.C.)? [”Sept.”] 

e) “In the N.T.”? 

9) Compare the word “prevent.” See King James Version (KJV) of Psa. 88:13; 119:147; 1 Th. 4:15. What did the word mean

a) When the KJV was translated? (1611,1779 A.D.) [Compare other translations.] 

b) What does it mean now? 

zamar, 2167, rmz (45 times in 41 verses – OB)
Jud 5:3  I will sing <02167> praise to the LORD God of Israel.

2Sa 22:50 and I will sing praises <02167> unto thy name.

1Ch 16:9 Sing unto him, sing psalms <02167> unto him

Ps 7:17 and will sing praise <02167> to the name of the LORD most high

Ps 9:2: I will sing praise <02167> to thy name, O thou most High.

Ps 9:11 Sing praises <02167> to the LORD

Ps 18:49 and sing praises <02167> unto thy name.

Ps 21:13 will we sing and praise <02167> thy power.

Ps 27:6 yea, I will sing praises <02167> unto the LORD.

Ps 30:4 Sing <02167> unto the LORD, 

Ps 30:12 To the end that my glory may sing <02167> praise to thee
Ps 33:2 sing <02167> unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.

Ps 47:6 Sing praises <02167> to God, sing praises <02167>: sing praises <02167> unto our King, sing praises <02167>.

Ps 47:7 sing ye praises <02167> with understanding.

Ps 57:7 I will sing and give praise <02167>.

Ps 57:9 I will sing <02167> unto thee among the nations.

Ps 59:17 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing <02167>
Ps 61:8 So will I sing <02167> praise unto thy name for ever

Ps 66:2 Sing forth <02167> the honour of his name.

Ps 66:4 shall worship thee, and shall sing <02167> unto thee; they shall sing <02167> to thy name.

Ps 68:4, sing praises <02167> to his name

Ps 68:32 O sing praises <02167> unto the Lord

Ps 71:22 unto thee will I sing <02167> with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.

Ps 71:23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing <02167> unto thee

Ps 75:9 I will sing praises <02167> to the God of Jacob.

Ps 92:1, and to sing praises <02167> unto thy name, O most High:

Ps 98:4 rejoice, and sing <02167> praise.

Ps 98:5 Sing <02167> unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.

Ps 101:1 unto thee, O LORD, will I sing <02167>.

Ps 104:33 I will sing <02167> praise to my God while I have my being.

Ps 105:2 Sing unto him, sing psalms <02167> 

Ps 108:1 I will sing and give praise <02167>, even with my glory.

Ps 108:3 I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises <02167
Ps 135:3 sing praises <02167> unto his name; for it is pleasant.

Ps 138:1 before the gods will I sing praise <02167> unto thee.

Ps 144:9 upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises <02167> unto thee.

Ps 146:2 I will sing praises <02167> unto my God while I have any being.

Ps 147:1 good to sing praises <02167> unto our God

Ps 147:7 sing praise <02167> upon the harp unto our God:

Ps 149:3 let them sing praises <02167> unto him with the timbrel and harp.

Isa 12:5 Sing <02167> unto the LORD
mizmor, 04210 rwmzm (57 times in 57 verses – OB)
Ps 3:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 4:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 5:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 6:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 8:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>
Ps 9:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 12:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 13:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 15:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 19:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 20:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 21:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 22:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 23:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 24:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 29:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.
Ps 30:1 << A Psalm <04210> and Song 

Ps 31:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 38:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 39:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 40:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 41:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 47:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons 

Ps 48:1 <<A Song and Psalm <04210> 

Ps 49:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons 

Ps 50:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.
Ps 51:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 62:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 63:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 64:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 65:1 << A Psalm <04210> and Song of 

Ps 66:1 << A Song or Psalm <04210>.>> 

Ps 67:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song.>>

Ps 68:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song 

Ps 73:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>> 

Ps 75:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song of 
Ps 76:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song of 

Ps 77:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.

Ps 79:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.

Ps 80:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>> 

Ps 82:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>

Ps 83:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> of 

Ps 84:1 <<A Psalm <04210> for the sons of 

Ps 85:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons of 

Ps 87:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song for the 

Ps 88:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> 

Ps 92:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song 
Ps 98:1 << A Psalm <04210>.>> O sing 

Ps 100:1 << A Psalm <04210> of praise.>> 

Ps 101:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 108:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> of 

Ps 109:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 110:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 139:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 140:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 141:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 143:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David

psallO, 5567 qallw (5 times in 4 verses – OB)
Ro 15:9 this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing <5567> unto thy name.

1Co 14:15 I will sing <5567> with the spirit, and I will sing <5567> with the understanding also.

Eph 5:19 singing and making melody <5567> in your heart to the Lord;

Jas 5:13 Is any merry? let him sing psalms <5567>.

psalmos, 5568 qalmov (7 times in 7 verses – OB)
Lu 20:42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms <5568>
Lu 24:44 in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms <5568>, concerning me.

Ac 1:20 For it is written in the book of Psalms <5568>
Ac 13:33 written in the second psalm <5568>, Thou art my Son

1Co 14:26 every one of you hath a psalm <5568>, hath a doctrine revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.

Eph 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms <5568> and hymns and spiritual songs

Col 3:16 teaching and admonishing one another in psalms <5568> and hymns and spiritual songs

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon: psallO, psalmos

psallO, 5567 
yallw; future yalw; (from yaw, to rub, wipe; to handle, touch

(but cf. Curtius, p. 730));

a. to pluck off, pull out: eqeiran,, the hair, Aeschylus Pers. 1062.

b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang: toxwn neurav ceiri, Euripides, Bacch. 784; specifically, cordhn, to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings of a musical instrument so that they gently vibrate (Aristotle, probl. 19, 23 (p. 919b, 2)); and absolutely, to play on a stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc.: Aristotle, Plutarch, Aratus (in Plato, Lysias, p. 209 b. with kai krouein tw plhktrwadded (but not as explanatory of it; the Schol. at the passage says yhlai, to aneu plhktrou tw daktulw tav cordav epafasqai); it is distinguished from kiqarizeinin Herodotus 1, 155); the Septuagint for ˆgeni and much more often for rMezi;; to sing to the music of the harp; in the N.T [bold mine, srf]. to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song, James 5:13 (R.V. sing praise); tw kuriw, tw onomati autou (often so in the Septuagint), in honor of God, Ephesians 5:19 (here A.V. making melody”); Romans 15:9; yalw tw pneumati, yalw de kai tw noi, ‘I will sing God’s praises indeed with my whole soul stirred and borne away by the Holy Spirit, but I will also follow reason as my guide, so that what I sing may be understood alike by myself and by the listeners’, 1 Corinthians 14:15.*

psalmos, 5568 

yalmov, yalmou, oJ (yallw), “a striking, twanging” ((Euripides, others)); specifically, “a striking the chords” of a musical instrument ((Pindar, Aeschylus, others)); hence, “a pious song, a psalm” (the Septuagint chiefly for rwOmz]mi),), Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; the ecein yalmon is used of one who has it in his heart to sing or recite a song of the sort, 1 Corinthians 14:26 (cf. Heinrici at the passage, and Lightfoot on Colossians as above); one of the songs of the book of the O.T. which is entitled uJmnov,, Acts 13:33; plural the (book of) Psalms Luke 24:44; biblov yalmwn,, Luke 20:42; Acts 1:20. (Synonym: see uJmnov,,, at the end.)*

History Of Psalm Composition

Put the following psalms in chronological order by matching the psalm with its author. (While some are not in the book of Psalms, they are none the less psalms.)

Ps 41; 1 Sam 2:1ff; Gen 49:1ff; Ex 15:1ff; Lk 1:46f; Ps 126; Ps 137; Ps 72; Jud 5:1f

1) Jacob - c. 2000 BC. 

2) Moses - c. 1450 BC 

3) Deborah - c. 1225 BC 

4) Hanna - c. 1100 BC 

5) David - c. 1000 BC 

6) Solomon - c. 950 BC 

7) Exile - c. 575 BC 

8) Post-Exilic - c. 539-400 BC 

9) Mary - c. 4-6 BC 

Types of psalms 

From the above, we see several types of psalms. For each of the following categories, select a psalm from those listed above that is an example of that category. Use a different psalm for each category.

1) National destiny - Prophetic of the destiny of Israel 

2) National praise, thanksgiving - On occasion of national blessing, victory, prosperity 

3) National lament - On occasion of national punishment, defeat, adversity 

4) Personal praise, thanksgiving - On occasion of personal blessing, prosperity 

5) Personal lament - On occasion of personal trouble, adversity  

6) Royal psalms, focusing attention on the Israelite king as servant of Jehovah. Messianic. 

Title Of The Book Of Psalms

7) LXX - Psalmoi. Eng., “Psalms.” (drop oi and add s)

8) Hebrew - “Book of Praises”

a) Compare Ps 41:13; 72:18-19; 89:52; 106:48; 150. 

b) What do these psalms have in common? 

c) Note that each of these end one of the five “Books” of Psalms. See e.g., the heading above Ps 42.

9) Ps 72:20 - What are the psalms called here? 

a) See Ps 3,4,6, etc.; Hab 3:1f...19.

b) Can we pray in the form of a song? 

See in our songbook (Hymns for Worship) numbers 61, 67, 68, 72, 74, 106 etc.

10) How can a lament or complaint (e.g. Ps 41, 137) directed to God be “praise”? 

Arrangement Of The Psalms

11) As in our Bibles

Book I   - Ps 1-41

Book II  - Ps 42-72

Book III - Ps 73-89

Book IV  - Ps 90-106

Book V   - Ps 107-150

12) Evidences of various efforts of collecting the Psalms

a) Read Ps 72:20. Compare however, e.g., Ps 141-143, etc. (Titles) What is said to have “ended” with Ps 72 that appears in later Psalms? 

b) Compare:

i) Ps 14 with Ps 53

ii) Ps 40:13f with Ps 70

iii) Ps 57:7-11 plus 60:5 with Ps 108

iv) What did you observe? 

c) Grouping

i) Who wrote 

(1) Ps 2-9,11-32,34-41? 

(2) Ps 73-83? 

(3) Ps 42-49? 

ii) What are the fifteen Psalms, Ps 120-134, called? (See Titles) 

iii) What do the following psalms either begin or end with? (See footnotes) Ps 104-106, 111-113, 115-117, 135, 146-150. 

iv) What is characteristic of the end of each of the five books of the psalms? (See the last verse or two of each book and all of the last psalm of the last book.) 

(1) If you have an  American Standard Version, note how these endings on the first four books are printed separate from the psalm proper.

(2) These are the only times “Amen” occurs in the Psalms: 41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 106:48

v) The following shows the psalms are not grouped chronologically 

(1) Who wrote Ps 90? 

(2) Who wrote Ps 2? 

13) Who collected and arranged?

(No answers required. Just read the listed verses.)

a) Some collected under Hezekiah? 2Ch 29:30. Compare Pro. 25:1

b) Later under Ezra? Ezra 7:6,10,21.

Authors Of The Psalms

14) David - 73 (At least)

a) How is David described in 1 Sam 16:18? 

b) Read 1Ch 15:16-24; 16:4-7; 25:1-7; 2Ch 8:14; 29:25,26. Amos 6:5. What did David initiate and organize? 

c) 1 Sam 16:13 - What happened to David? 

d) What is affirmed of David in 2 Sam 23:2? (Note last phrase in v. 1.) 

e) How did Jesus say David was able to write the 110th Psalm? Mk 12:36. 

Compare Ac 1:16...20; 4:25,26; Heb 3:7-10 with Heb 4:7.

f) What is David called in Ac 2:30? (Note vv 25ff.) 

15) ______________________ - 12

a) Read the titles to Pss. 50, 73-83, and fill in the blank above with the author.

b) What service did he perform? Read 1 Ch. 6:31-48; 25:1-7.  

c) Levi had three sons, 1 Ch 6:16. Of which branch was this man? 

16) __________________________________________ - 12

a) Read the titles to Pss. 42-49, 84, 85, 87, 88 and fill in the blank above with the author.

b) Read Num 16:1, 1 Ch. 6:16,22, 2 Ch 20:19. What infamous event was their ancestor associated with? 

c) Of which of Levi’s three sons were these from? 

d) Based on Exod 6:16,18,21, fill in the following chart:


Levi









Kohath













Izhar









17) _________________ - 1

Who is the author of Ps 88? Write his name in the blank above.

18) _____________ - 1

Who is the author of Ps 89? Write his name in the blank above.

19) _____________ - 2

Who is the author of Pss. 72,127? Write his name in the blank above.

20) _____________ - 1

Who is the author of Ps 90? Write his name in the blank above.

21) Anonymous – 48

a) Total of numbers 1-8 = ?

b) “50 psalms - 1/3 of the number - remain, in the Hebrew original, anonymous; or 48, if we regard Ps 10 as the second part of Ps 9, and Ps 43 as an extension of Ps. 42.” G. Rawlinson, Pulpit Commentary
c) Some manuscripts of the LXX assign several other psalms to David and some other psalms to other authors. E.g....

i) Haggai and Zachariah - 4 (?)

Ps 138, 146, 147, 148 are attributed by LXX to Haggai and Zachariah. But, Ps 138 in Hebrew is attributed to David. LXX has it attributed to David and also has Haggai and Zachariah’s name attached: “A Psalm for David, of Aggaeus and Zacharias.”

ii) Jeremiah - 1 (?)

“Some manuscripts of the Sept. attribute Ps 137 to Jeremiah.” Pulpit.

22) All of the psalms are inspired.

a) With what are the book of Psalms equated with in Luke 24:44? 

b) How are the Psalms referred to in Mk 12:10, Jn 10:35, 13:18, 19:24, 19:28, Ac 1:16?

c) What does “inspired” mean in 2 Tim 3:16? 

The Psalm Titles

[Suggestion: Due to the length of this lesson, first do section I, “Nature of the Titles,” two or three on the chart in section II, “Linking to Events in David’s Life,” and section III, “Reliability of the titles.” If time allows, then go back and do the rest. Obviously, we will not be able to cover all this in class. It is included for your personal study and reference.]

Of 150 Psalms, only 34 without any title

Nature Of The Titles

23) Authorship - 102, 48 anonymous (See above.)

24) Musical directions

a) What is the first phrase in Psalms 4,5,6? This occurs in 55 psalms. 

b) What is the second phrase in the superscription of Ps 12? 

25) Historical notices - 14 (Ps 3, 7, 18, 30, 34, 51, 52, 54, 56, 57, 59, 60, 63, 142 - all psalms of David)  What do these tell the reader about the Psalm? 

26) Notices of the character of the psalm or its purpose  

a) What is the superscription to Ps 17? 

b) What is the stated purpose of 

i) Ps 60? 

ii) Ps 100? 

iii) Ps 38,70? 

27) Liturgical notices (“liturgy” - “1. prescribed forms or ritual for public worship in any of various religions or churches” W.NWD.) 

What is the superscription to Ps 92? 

Linking To Events In David’s Life

28) Write the historical reference in the superscription of the following psalms. E.g., “When he fled from Absalom his son”

29) Read the historical reference comparing it with the superscription and the psalm.

30) Observe what the psalm reveals about the heart of David.

31) Make notes on striking points or about questions you would like to pursue later in your individual study.

Psalm & Historical Ref.
Superscription
Notes

Ps 3

2 Sa 15:13f





Ps 18 (2 Sa 22)

2 Sa 10; 12:26f; ch 15-19; ch 20; 21:1-9; 21:15-22



Ps 34

1 Sa 21:10-15





Ps 51

2 Sa 11,12





Ps 52

1 Sa 22





Ps 54

1 Sa 23:6f; 26:1-5





Ps 57 (Also Ps 142)

1 Sa 22, 24





Ps 59

1 Sa 19:11f





Reliability Of The Titles

32) Found in the LXX and Masoretic text

33) Unrecorded history alluded to 

Compare the title to Ps 60 and the content of the psalm with 2 Sa 8:3,13, 1 Ch 18:3,12. What additional historical information is provided by the psalm with its title?

34) Technical terms unknown to LXX

At the time the LXX translated (150-250 BC) many of the technical terms in the Hebrew tittles were unknown to the translators. Many of these were apparently connected with the Levitical worship in the temple, which had long ceased. If these terms had been in current use among the Hebrews, the translators would have know their meanings.

35) Hebrew practice

a) Who wrote Hab 3:1 and what relationship does it have to vv 2ff? 

Compare Gen 49:1...2f; Ex 15:1; Dt 31:30; 33:1. What do all these have in common? 

b) Compare 2 Sa 22:1 with the title to Ps 18. What relationship does 2 Sa 22:1 have to vv 2ff? 

David did not author 1 & 2 Samuel as evident from 1 Sam 27:6, “kings of Judah.” 

Compare Gen 4:23; Jud 5:1; 1Sa 2:1; 2Sa 1:17. What do all these have in common? 

SUPERscriptions or SUBscriptions?

36) Heb MSS

“When we go back to the ancient Heb. manuscripts we find that there are no breaks or spaces separating the psalms from each other such as there are in our modern Bible. The only mark of division between them is the number in the margin. The inscriptions, therefore, which have always been more or less gratuitously assumed to be the titles of the psalms following them, might just as truly be footnotes to the psalms preceding them.” Baxter, Explore the Book, p. 93.

37) LXX

Remember that at the time the LXX was translated the temple had been destroyed, the people had been in exile, and it is possible that the details of the original temple worship were unknown when the LXX was translated.

38) Hab 3

a) What is verse one? 

b) What follows verses 2-19? 

39) Value

a) Compare the second phrase in the title to Ps 56 (see NKJV or footnote in NASB, ASV) with Ps 55:6-8. What do they have in common? 

b) To whom is Ps 88 ascribed?  (Include all authors.) 

To whom is Ps 87 ascribed? 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia suggests that “’Mahalath Leannoth,’ with a slight correction in vocalization, probably means ‘Dancings with Shoutings’...” Compare Ps 87:7. What is the tone of Ps 87 as contrasted with Ps 88? 

c) Compare the title to Ps 34 and the historical record with Ps 33 and then with Ps 34. Note your observations.  

Meaning Of Technical And Musical Terms In Titles

KJV  = King James Version

NASB/NASV = New American Standard Bible/Version

NKJV = New King James Version

NIV  = New International Version

ftnt = Footnote or marginal note

Write the meaning of the following terms as translated or noted by these translations. Obviously, if you do not have all four, use the ones you do have. If several psalms are given, select one (e.g. the first one) to use. 

40) Kind of psalm

a) Maskil - Ps 32, 42-45, 52-55, 74, 78, 88 ,89, 142

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV: 

iii) NIV ftnt: 

b) Mikhtam - Ps 16, 56-60.

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NIV ftnt: 

c) Song of Ascents - (“degrees” KJV) - Ps 120-134

The following notes are provided for your study.

“Ascents” - 4609 - “elevation, i.e. the act (lit. a journey to a higher place, fig. a thought arising), or (concr.)the condition (lit. a step or grade - mark, fig. a superiority of station); spec. a climatic progression (in certain Psalms)” - Strng.  “steps, degrees” W.OTWS.

i) A step-like progression of thought in these psalms, the following thought being planted on the preceding word. See Gesenius, p. 495, Delitzch, italicized words, for examples. In class examples: 120:1-3, “deceitful tongue”; 5-6, “dwell”; 6-7, “peace”; 121:1-2, “help”; 3-4, “slumber”; 7-8, “keep”; etc. 

But,

(1) This Hebrew word (i.e. ascents) used nowhere else, that we have record of, in this way. But, other technical terms appear in heading of psalms that are without example elsewhere. - Delitzch.

(2) Characteristic of other poetry in Bible besides these 15 psalms, e.g. Isa 17:12,13; Jud 5:2-5, “Jehovah” - Delitzch. Also Jud 5:13-14, “came down.”

ii) Fifteen steps in the temple leading up to the court of the men. On these steps the Levites stood and sang these 15 psalms during the Feast of Tabernacles. 

But,

(1) Accor. to Baxter, difficult to prove ever was 15 steps in the temple, Explore the Book. International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Eerdmans, 1978) says that in the restoration of the second temple by Herod there were 15 steps. But this would be too late to prove anything about these psalms. See also, The Temple, Edershiem, p. 50.

(2) This interpretation is based on Jewish tradition from the Talmud, which are writings from 200 AD afterwards.

(3) According to Delitzch the Talmud itself does not say these songs were sung on the steps. So Leupold. The attributing of these Psalms to this practice is an even later Jewish interpretation - Delitzch.

iii) Songs sung on “ascent” of the children of Israel from captivity in Babylon to the Holy Land. Word used that way in Ezra 7:9.

But,

(1) Ps 122, 134 presuppose the temple standing and the temple services in practice.

(2) Plural, “ascents” - ?

iv) Sung on the pilgrimages of the three annual feasts, when they “went up” to Jer. The songs have a national tone throughout, and some would esp. be suited to a pilgrimage procession, e.g. 121, 122, 125.

But,

(1) The word has no precedent of such use in OT. It is true it does not have precedent, just as the technical term in (1) [A step-like progression of thought...], but  a difference lies in the fact that according to the interpretation given (1) it is a technical term and many such terms occur in the titles to the Psalms.

v) Refers to the “steps” on Ahaz’s sun-dial. Hezekiah, Ahaz’s son, granted 15 more years of life and the sign of it was that the shadow went back ten “steps.” (same Heb. word as here, “ascents”). 2Ki 20.

· Hezekiah was a godly man, 2Ki 18:5.

· He was interested in sacred poetry and music, 2Ch 29:25,30; Pro 25:1; Isa 38:9ff.

· He himself was a psalm writer, Isa 38:9f.

· He wrote a psalm in connection with this very event, Isa 38:9-20.

· In this psalm he mentions his “songs,” plural. What are these “songs”? Ten of the psalms of ascents ar anonymous (4 by David, 1 by Solomon), and the shadow went back ten “steps” (“degrees” KJV - both in Isaiah and in Psalms). Did he write these ten psalms on this occasion, they being the very ones he referred to, Isa 38:20?

· Note also, fifteen years were added to his life, and there are fifteen psalms of ascents. 

· The content of the psalms fit events in Hezekiah’s reign: His great Passover in Jer.; his siege under Rabshekah and Sennacherib and the blasphemy connected with it; the deliverance from the Assyrians; his illness and recovery; his repairing of the temple; no son to inherit throne (Manasseh born 3 yrs. into the 15 yrs. extension, 2Ki 21:1).

But,

(1) Why Isa 38:9-20 not included in the collection, a psalm definitely in this setting?

(2) Why anonymous? Baxter, Explore the Book, suggests due possibly because of humility, and, secondly, because everyone would know they were his. But, as the first point, what of David, Habakkuk, then? As to the second point, what of Ps 51 and David (Everyone would know it was his, by the description in the superscription.)

d) Tepillah - Psa 17, 86, 90, 102, 142 

Translated “prayer” in the superscriptions in our versions.

e) Tehillah - Ps 145

NASB: 

f) Mizmor

See notes at beginning of introduction, “Definition of ‘Psalm,’ #3.

g) Shir

Song. “...implies nothing concerning musical accompaniment. It is simply a general term for vocal music. Twenty seven psalms are so labeled; fifteen of these are called...the songs of ascents.” Archer.

41) Kind of instrument

a) Neginot (KJV) - Psa 4, 6, 54, 55, 67, 76

NASB, NKJV, or NIV: 

b) Nehillot - Ps 5

NASB, NKJV, or NIV: 

c) Gittith - Psa 8, 81, 84.

i) NKJV: 

ii) NIV ftnt: 

42) Kind of melody

a) Ayeleth ha-Shabar - Ps 22

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV or NIV: 

b) Muth-labben - Ps 9

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV: 

c) Shoshannim - Psa 45,69

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV or NIV: 

d) Al-tashheth - Psa 57-59; 75

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV or NIV: 

e) Shiggayon - Ps 7

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV: 

iii) NIV ftnt: 

f) Mahalath Leannoth - Ps 88

i) NIV ftnt: 

ii) Compare notes above under “Superscriptions or subscriptions,” 4b, p. 10.

43) Other musical notations

a) To the choir leader

i) E.g. Ps 4,5,6 - 55 total with this inscription

ii) KJV: 

b) Alamoth - Ps 46

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NIV ftnt: 

c) Sheminuth - Pss 6,12

i) NASV: 

ii) NASV ftnt: 

iii) NIV ftnt:

d) Selah - E.g. Ps 3:2

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NIV ftnt: 

e) Higgayon - 9:16

i) NASV ftnt: 

ii) NKJV: 

iii) NIV ftnt: 

The Use Of The Psalms In Israelite Worship

The following scriptures should be read and can be used in answering the following questions.

Heb 8:7; 10:9,10; 9:1; Col 2:13-17; Gal 6:15,16; Luk 24:44; Joh 10:34 (Note where the quote is from); Rom 3:19, 10-18 (Note where the quotes are from); 1Ch 15:16-24; 16:4-7 (before the temple, but in connection with the tent for the ark that had been moved to Jer.); 25:1-7 (preparations for the temple to be built); 2Ch 8:14; 29:25,26. Make appropriate notes for class discussion. 

A review of your data on the Levitical authors of the psalms and the psalm titles that designate Levitical use will be useful in this study. We will discuss this in class. Be prepared.

1) If one argues that since God approved the use of instruments in His worship under the Old Testament, He approves of it in His worship today, how would you answer? Give scriptures for your answer.

2) If in rebuttal to your answer above, one argues that the Psalms are not part of the Law and cites Luke 24:44, how would you answer? Give scriptures for your answer.

3) What is the significance of the fact that it was Levites who were appointed as temple musicians (as it relates to the Psalms authorizing instrumental worship today)?

Practical Use Of The Psalms

Based on the following references, what are some practical uses of the Psalms?

1) Rom. 15:3-4

2) Acts 4:25,26

3) Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16

4) Lk. 24:44

Psalm 1

· Characteristic: Moral - dealing with moral rectitude.

· Author: Unknown (Possibly David? See notes in introduction under “Arrangement of the Psalms - Grouping”)

· Content: The prosperity of the righteous man who delights in God’s Law contrasted with the despoiling judgment upon the wicked.

Outline
vv. 1-3: 

vv. 4-6: 

10) What are three things the righteous man does not do?

11) Paraphrase these in your own words. 

12) What does the righteous man do? (v. 2) (See notes below.)

13) What does “blessed” mean? 

14) How is the righteous man blessed? (Take your answer from the Psalm. Hint: Contrast what happens to the wicked.) 

15) When will the wicked receive their portion? 

16) What assurance is given to the righteous of this vindication? (v. 7) 

Notes:
“meditate, in intransitive use, suggests quiet, deep contemplation” Webster’s New World Dict. “The verb ‘ponder’ (yehgeh) does, indeed, mean ‘moan, hum, utter, speak, muse,’ but all meanings involve the same process. For the man is pictured as reading over the texts of the law to himself. This half-aloud reading and rereading are really the process of musing or meditating as it may be practiced in the Orient.” H. C. Leupold, Exposition of the Psalms (Baker)

“In the Holy Land the threshing floors are on elevated ground, and the mixture of straw, stubble, chaff, and grain is taken off the heap left by threshing and tossed into the steady breeze of the moonlit night.” - Leupold.

“stand” - i.e. and plead his innocence and thus escape judgment, or destruction. Job.4:17-21; 9:1-3; 25:4; Ezra 9:15; Ps. 130:3-4 (note context and 143:2); Ps. 5:5-6; Nahum 1:1,2-3...5-7; Mal. 3:2 (note context from 2:17-3:6); Lk. 21:36

Psalm 52

· Characteristic: Moral - dealing with moral rectitude.

· Author: David (Superscription)

· Occasion: See superscription. Read 1 Sam. 21-22 for historical background.

· Content: Extirpation of the self-confident wicked man and the flourishing of the godly believer contrasted.

Outline
vv. 1-4 

vv. 5-7 

vv. 8-9 

17) Where did Doeg place his confidence and how did that affect his attitude? 

18) Who are the Edomites and how might that bear on Doeg’s conduct? (See your notes on Obadiah.) 

19) Write the words that describe Doeg’s speech. 

20) Compare what Doeg said with what actually happened (1 Sam. 21,22). 

a) Was anything Doeg said true? 

b) Did he add anything? If so, what? 

c) Did he leave unsaid anything that would materially affect the conclusion Saul would draw? If so, what? 

21) Contrast what God would do to the boastful wicked man (note verb phrases)

a) v. 5 

b) v. 5 

c) v. 5 

d) v. 5 

with the state of the righteous man before God 

e) v. 8 

f) v. 8 

22) What three things would the righteous man do? (note verbs)

a) v. 8b 

b) v. 9  

c) v. 9  

23) The righteous man would “laugh” at the calamity of the wicked, v. 6, yet the Edomites are judged for “rejoicing” over Judah’s destruction, Obad. 12. Discuss. See Pro. 24:17; Psa 58:11.

Psalm 51

· Characteristic: Penitential 

· Author: David

· Occasion: See superscription. Read 2 Sam. 11:1-12:25

· Content: “A Contrite
 Sinner’s Prayer for Pardon” (NASB)

Outline

vv. 1-17  - Prayer for forgiveness and restoration of spirit

vv. 18-19 - Prayer for Jerusalem

David was a man “after God’s own heart,” 1 Sa 13:14. He followed God’s will with his whole heart, 1 Ki 9:4; 11:4,6. He was also a prophet, 1 Sa 16:13; 23:2. Yet, neither of these kept him from committing sin. See the superscription to this psalm and read the historical record upon which it is based, 2 Sa 11-12:25.

In this psalm, David’s faith, godliness, and role as a prophet, combine to give a true and vivid picture of his sin, his contrite heart, and his confidence in the righteousness and grace of God.

Mark in text, or list on separate sheet:
(If marking, use different color for each point.) 

24) Words and phrases describing his sin, e.g., “transgressions.” 

25) Words and phrases that reveal the conviction of his conscience, e.g. “I know...is ever before me.” 

26) Words and phrases used in his plea for forgiveness, e.g., “Be gracious to me.” 

27) Words and phrases exhibiting his attitude toward God, e.g. “Thy lovingkindness.”

28) Words and phrases describing his confidence and joy in God’s forgiveness, e.g., “I shall be clean.” 

29) Words and phrase describing his desired and intended fruits of repentance, e.g., “renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 

It might be helpful to list on the back of this sheet these six categories with the words and phrases listed under their respective category.

Psalm 51:5 

(We will discuss the following in class)

The “original sin” interpretation:
“The statement, ‘Lo, I was brought forth in iniquity,’ is a classic formulation of what we commonly designate as the doctrine of original sin. In effect it says, “How can I or any other man do anything other than sin, seeing that from the very moment of the origin of our life the taint of sin is upon us ?” H. C. Leupold, Exposition of the Psalms (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 1975), p. 403. H. C. Leupold was Professor of Old Testament Exegesis at The Evangelical Lutheran Seminary of Capital University, Columbus, Ohio, when this commentary was published. “...the fact of hereditary sin is here more distinctly expressed than in any other passage in the Old Testament...” Franz Delitzch, Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.), Psalms II, p. 137.  Others likewise: Clarke, Vol. III, p. 384; Treatise of the Faith of Freewill Baptists. p. 11; Standard manual of Bap. Churches, Hiscox, p. 60; Let God Be True, Sec. Edit., 1952, pp. 113,114; etc.

30) Questions for inherited sin advocates:

a) Sin come through father or mother?

i) Father? - this verse directs attention to “father” or “mother”?

ii) Mother? - Jesus had sin? Gal. 4:4

b) Sin come through flesh or spirit?

i) Flesh? - Jesus a sinner? 2 Jn. 7

ii) Spirit? - God the Father of it? Ac. 17:28; Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 12:7.

31) Harmony of scripture as to why 

a) Man guilty of sin 

b) Has tendency to sin

Alternative interpretations:
32) David’s mother guilty.

a) Who was in sin - the child or the parent? 

Compare:

i) “In drunkenness my husband struck me”

ii) “In anger, O God, cast down the peoples” - Ps. 56:7

iii) “In sin my mother conceived me”

iv) Who drunk...angry...in sin??

b) If inherited sin advocates object to mother being made guilty, who do they make guilty when have David saying his sin is inherited or inborn? If it be a valid objection, that, as David is confessing his own sinfulness it would amount to an effort to excuse himself to indict his mother, why would not the same be true of indicting Adam?

33) World of sin.

a) Compare Acts 2:8, “language in which we were born.” This does not mean that they were born speaking a certain language, but that they were born where all spoke that language. Just so David: he was brought forth in a world of sin. He pleads that as an extenuating circumstance. 

b) E.g., when a man is emphasizing his poverty stricken condition, he may refer to the fact that he was born poor - that is, his parents were poor - he started out in those kind of surroundings.

c) The Bible does teach that the world of sin accounts in part for man’s tendency to sin.

34) The child speaking. (i.e. David for the child)

a) Accords with confession of David’s crimes:

i) Adultery, v. 5

ii) Murder, v. 14

b) Accords with open confession of guilt true to the whole tenor of the psalm. No looking elsewhere for excuse.

c) Cmpr. Song of Sol., Habakkuk, for example of alternate speakers understood.

d) Note how this would agree with the judgment, v. 4, God brought in the death of the child. 

e) Commentators recognize the tendency of the passage to point to the mother’s guilt. Nearly all have some qualifying phrase saying it is not as though David trying to justify himself, or, “The writer does not intend to blame his mother for his sinful state.” Leupold. The guilt of the mother [and by implication the father who caused the child to be conceived in her womb], and not the child, as the inherited sin position demands, would accord with the natural inference of the passage.

Psalm 51 (nasb)

(For the choir director. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him,) (after he had gone in to Bathsheba.)
1 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Thy compassion blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.

4 Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight, So that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, And blameless when Thou dost judge.

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.

6 Behold, Thou dost desire truth in the innermost being, And in the hidden part Thou wilt make me know wisdom.

7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which Thou hast broken rejoice.

9 Hide Thy face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11 Do not cast me away from Thy presence, And do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, And sustain me with a willing spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, And sinners will be converted to Thee.

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my salvation; Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Thy righteousness.

15 O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Thy praise.

16 For Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; Thou art not pleased with burnt offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.

18 By Thy favor do good to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then Thou wilt delight in righteous sacrifices, In burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then young bulls will be offered on Thine altar.
Psalm 32

· Characteristic: Penitential

· Author: David

· Occasion: Sin with Bathsheba (?)

· Content: Blessedness of forgiveness to sincere believers

Outline

vv.  1-7   

vv. 8-10  

v. 11  

Mark in text: (Use different color for each point)

1) All phrases describing the blessedness of the state of forgiveness.

2) All phrases describing the opposite state.

3) The person who can expect forgiveness.

4) The person who cannot expect forgiveness.

Questions:

5) Where is this psalm quoted in the NT and what is being discussed in that text? Where? What? 

6) What does “godly” mean (v 6)? [Note: if “godly,” why need forgiveness?] 

7) Based on vv. 1,2 and the use made of this psalm in the NT, who are the “righteous” (v 11)? 

Psalm 32 (nasb)

(A Psalm of David. A Maskil.)

1 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered!

2 How blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!

3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away Through my groaning all day long.

4 For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah.

5 I acknowledged my sin to Thee, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; And Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin. Selah.

6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; Surely in a flood of great waters they shall not reach him.

7 Thou art my hiding place; Thou dost preserve me from trouble; Thou dost surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah.

8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.

9 Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check, Otherwise they will not come near to you.

10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked; But he who trusts in the LORD, lovingkindness shall surround him.

11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones, And shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.
Psalm 73

· Characteristic: Suffering

· Author: Asaph

· Content: Problem of the prosperity of the wicked

Outline
vv.  1-12 

vv. 13-16 

vv. 17-20

vv. 21-28 

Compare Psalms 37 and 49.

5) How did the prosperity of the wicked affect the psalmist, vv. 1-3? 

6) Summarize with a brief phrase the wicked’s prosperity as observed by the writer.

v. 4 

v. 5 

v. 6 

v. 7 

v. 8 

v. 9 

vv. 10-11 

v. 12 

7) What bothered the psalmist about the wicked’s prosperity, vv. 13-16? 

8) What enabled the psalmist to get a proper perspective, vv. 17-20? 

9) Summarize the view the psalmist arrived at that granted him peace and strength, vv. 21-28. 

10) Had the psalmist spoken or written out the bitterness of his heart before he came to see things clearly, what does he realize would have been the impact of his words? (v. 15,21) 

11) Now that he does see things clearly, how does he describe his thinking when still full of bitterness? (v. 22) 

Psalm 107

· Characteristic: Thanksgiving

· Author: Unknown

· Content: Thanksgiving to the Lord for His "wonderful acts" of deliverance and provision.

Outline
See last exercise below.

Read Psalms 104-107. Write a phrase describing the theme of each. Notice the progression of thought from psalm to psalm. 

Psa. 104: 

Psa. 105: 

Psa. 106: 

Psa. 107: 

Having written a phrase describing the theme of Psalm 107, mark the phrases in the psalm highlighting this theme.

What are the specific things from which they were delivered in the following sections? (This can serve as an outline.)

vv.   1-3 -

vv.   4-9 -

vv. 10-16 -

vv. 17-22 -

vv. 23-32 -

vv. 33-41 -
contain a general account of God’s providential dealings

vv. 42-43 -
contain an exhortation to stop and consider these things.

Psalm 107 (nasb)

1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary,

3 And gathered from the lands, From the east and from the west, From the north and from the south.

4 They wandered in the wilderness in a desert region; They did not find a way to an inhabited city.

5 They were hungry and thirsty; Their soul fainted within them.

6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

7 He led them also by a straight way, To go to an inhabited city.

8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men!

9 For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry soul He has filled with what is good.

10 There were those who dwelt in darkness and in the shadow of death, Prisoners in misery and chains,

11 Because they had rebelled against the words of God, And spurned the counsel of the Most High.

12 Therefore He humbled their heart with labor; They stumbled and there was none to help.

13 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, And broke their bands apart.

15 Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men!

16 For He has shattered gates of bronze, And cut bars of iron asunder.

17 Fools, because of their rebellious way, And because of their iniquities, were afflicted.

18 Their soul abhorred all kinds of food; And they drew near to the gates of death.

19 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.

20 He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions.

21 Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men!

22 Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, And tell of His works with joyful singing.

23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters;

24 They have seen the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep.

25 For He spoke and raised up a stormy wind, Which lifted up the waves of the sea.

26 They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; Their soul melted away in their misery.

27 They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, And were at their wits’ end.

28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, And He brought them out of their distresses.

29 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed.

30 Then they were glad because they were quiet; So He guided them to their desired haven.

31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, And for His wonders to the sons of men!

32 Let them extol Him also in the congregation of the people, And praise Him at the seat of the elders.

33 He changes rivers into a wilderness, And springs of water into a thirsty ground;

34 A fruitful land into a salt waste, Because of the wickedness of those who dwell in it.

35 He changes a wilderness into a pool of water, And a dry land into springs of water;

36 And there He makes the hungry to dwell, So that they may establish an inhabited city,

37 And sow fields, and plant vineyards, And gather a fruitful harvest.

38 Also He blesses them and they multiply greatly; And He does not let their cattle decrease.

39 When they are diminished and bowed down Through oppression, misery, and sorrow,

40 He pours contempt upon princes, And makes them wander in a pathless waste.

41 But He sets the needy securely on high away from affliction, And makes his families like a flock.

42 The upright see it, and are glad; But all unrighteousness shuts its mouth.

43 Who is wise? Let him give heed to these things; And consider the lovingkindnesses of the LORD.
Psalm 3

· Characteristic: Trust

· Author: David

· Occasion: See superscription. Read 2 Sam. 15-18. (Note especially 15:13-14.)

· Content: A (morning? note v. 5) prayer of trust in God.

Outline
vv. 1-2

vv. 3-4

vv. 5-6

vv. 7-8

1) What were David’s enemies saying? (vv. 1-2) 

2) Based on the historical setting, why were they saying this? 

3) What words did David use to refer to the Lord in v. 3? 

4) Morning prayer? 

v. 5: “Through many, e.g., Smith, are still inclined to render vs. 5 as describing something habitual in the present, this interpretation does violence to the tense of the Hebrew verbs, which, being perfect must be first construed as naturally referring to the past unless other considerations compel one to depart from this construction... So this is a historical perfect, whose distinct sense could have been caught by a translation such as: ‘As for me (last night) I laid down and slept; (this morning) I awoke again,’” Exposition of the Psalms, Leupold. “It is a retrospective glance at the past might. Awaking in health and safety, he feels grateful to Him to whom he owes it... It is the result of the fact that Jahve supports him, and that God’s hand is his pillow.” Delitzch.

v. 6: “The tense has obviously changed from vs. 5, although the two verses are to be regarded as having been spoken in the morning after David rose. In brief he says: I slept calmly through the night; now I am not afraid of the terrors that this new day brings.” Leupold. Note the change in the text.

5) What does the figure of “shattering the teeth” mean? See Psa. 58:6. 

6) How would God saving David be a blessing upon God’s people, v. 8? (Remember historical setting.) 
Psalm 4

· Characteristic: Trust

· Author: David

· Occasion: Not stated, but compare Psalm 3 and its superscription.

· Content: A (evening? note v. 4,8) prayer of trust in God.

Outline
(Note who seems to be addressed in each section.)

v. 1 

vv. 2-5 

vv. 6-8 

or (depending on who is addressed in vv. 4-5)

v. 1 

vv. 2-3 

vv. 4-5 

vv. 6-8 

7) This is a prayer, yet note vv. 2,4 are seemingly addressed to men. Discuss.

8) What warning does David issue to those who reproach him? (vv. 2-3) 

9) Verse 4 is quoted in the N.T. 

a) Where in the N.T.? 

b) Context of the N.T. passage? 

c) Note: the LXX translates v. 4: “Be ye angry, and sin not.”

10) If vv. 4-6 address the same people, what is their state of mind and what counsel does David give? 

11) What enables David to lie down and sleep in peace? (vv. 7-8)  

Psalm 23

· Characteristic: Trust

· Author: David

· Content: Expresses trust in the Lord as a capable and loving shepherd, “the good shepherd.”

Outline
Use the “I” and “My” phrases:

vv. 1-3 

v. 4 

v. 5 

v. 6 

1) David was a shepherd in his earlier years (as teenager). Written from the first-hand experience of a shepherd knowing sheep. 1 S.a 16:11; 17:15,34-35

2) Observe: In vv. 1-3 he talks about the shepherd; in vv. 4-5 he talks to the shepherd; v. 6 is a concluding summary.

3) The lot of sheep depended on who their shepherd was. 

a) Who did David trust as his shepherd? 

b) What must David do to enjoy the provision and protection of this shepherd? 

4) People may “want” (desire) what they do not need, and they may need (be “in want” of) what they do not want. What does, “I shall not want” mean here? 

5) Making each statement about what the shepherd would do a separate sentence would make seven sentences in vv. 2-5 (eight if count two in v. 4). List these: 

6) Some have beautifully portrayed the various portions of the psalm as separate psalms. The first two below are given as an example. See if you can complete the list.

a) Song of Faith - The Lord is my shepherd

b) Song of Assurance - I shall not want
c) Song of Contentment 

d) Song of Peace 

e) Song of Forgiveness 

f) Song of Leadership

g) Song of Confidence, Courage, and Companionship 

h) Song of Comfort 

i) Song of Providence 

j) Song of Favor and Joy 

k) Song of Continued Blessings 

l) Song of Continued Fellowship and Final Victory 

7) What does Jesus call himself in John 10:11-16? 

8) John 10:27-29

a) Who are his sheep? 

b) What does he give them? 

Psalm 78

· Characteristic: Historical

· Author: Asaph

· Content: History of Israel from Egypt to David, focusing on their repeated rebellion, retold for instruction.

· Time: Possibly written after the division of the kingdom. Note the references to “Ephraim” in distinction from “Judah,” v. 68, common designations of the northern and southern kingdom. Also, It would serve as an explanation and warning as to why God rejected the northern kingdom. Accords with the instructive intent - see vv. 1-8, 9, 67-71.

Outline
vv. 1-8  - 
Instructive intent of this psalm

vv. 9-72 - 
History of Israel from Egypt to David, the effect of forgetting it, and the grace of God manifested in it.

1) What is the instructive intent of this psalm? (vv. 1-8) 

2) How did God intend for the lessons of the history of God’s dealings with His people to be passed on to following generations? (vv. 1-8) 

3) Read vv. 9-10, 59-62 and 67-70 in the light of the following questions. Discuss.

a) In the territory of which tribe was Shiloh located? (Consult a Bible dictionary or maps.) 

b) What tribe was Joshua from? See 1 Ch. 7:22-27. 

c) What happened when he died according to Jud. 2:7,10-12? 

d) What was Shiloh known for in Israel’s early history? See Jos. 18:1; Jud. 18:31; 21:19; 1 Sa. 1:3. 

e) What had happened to Shiloh and why? See Jer. 7:12; 26:6. Note the story of Eli and his sons, 1 Sam. 2:12f.

f) What did Shiloh in the time of Joshua and the Judges have in common with Mount Zion at the time this psalm was written? 

4) What do the following verses rehearse about the nation’s history? vv. 10,17-18,32,36-37,40-41,56-58 

5) What reason is given for this failure in the nation’s history? vv. 11,19-20,22,32,42 Compare vv. 6-7, 34-35.

6) Why did the Holy Spirit put the stories He did in the Old Testament record? 1 Co. 10:11-12; 2 Pt. 2:4-9; Jude 11 

Psalm 119

· Characteristic: Alphabetic, or, Acrostic

· Author: Unknown. See questions below.

· Circumstances: See questions below.

· Content: “ABC’s” of proper attitude and devotion to the Word of God. God’s Word is extolled as it is described and its value to a person is proclaimed. Every verse except five (5) make reference to the Word of God (vv 84,90,121,122,132).

Outline
The Hebrew Alphabet. The 22 sections correspond to the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each section has eight verses (22 x 8 = 176), with each verse in a section beginning with the same Hebrew letter. [In the ninth section, TETH, changing “Before” to “Till” in v. 67 and “It is” to “’Tis” in v. 71 gives a translation for that section that represent the idea.]

1) What can you know about the author based on the following verses?  vv. 9, 99, 100 vv. 67, 71, 75 

2) What can you know about the author’s circumstances based on the following verses? 21, 51, 53, 69, 78, 84-87, 95, 110, 115, 122, 134, 139, 143, 157-158 

Note: Do the following marking in order, i.e. do #3 before doing #4, etc. 

3) Mark all the words throughout the psalm the author uses to refer to the Word of God (e.g., “Law”). List on the back of this page the nine different terms he uses.

4) In another color, mark all the verbs and verb phrases describing what our attitude and devotion to it should be (e.g. “walk in,” v. 2; “observe,” v. 2), or by contrast, what it should not be (e.g., “do not let me wander from,” v. 10; “not forget,” v. 16).

5) In a third color, mark the phrases that are synonymous with a combination of #3 and #4 (e.g. “way is blameless,” v.1; “seek him with all their heart,” v. 2; “do no unrighteousness,” v. 3). Note that these will be found in the other parallel line of the verses where they occur.

6) In a fourth color, mark the words and phrases that describe the benefits and blessings of this attitude and devotion to the Word of God (e.g. “blessed,” v. 1,2; “I shall not be ashamed,” v. 6; “I shall give thanks to Thee with uprightness of heart,” v. 7).

Psalm 119 (nasb)
a Aleph.

1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the LORD.

2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who seek Him with all their heart.

3 They also do no unrighteousness; They walk in His ways.

4 You have ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently.

5 Oh that my ways may be established To keep Your statutes!

6 Then I shall not be ashamed When I look upon all Your commandments.

7 I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, When I learn Your righteous judgments.

8 I shall keep Your statutes; Do not forsake me utterly!

b Beth.

9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word.

10 With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments.

11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.

12 Blessed are You, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes.

13 With my lips I have told of All the ordinances of Your mouth.

14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches.

15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways.

16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word.

g Gimel.

17 Deal bountifully with Your servant, That I may live and keep Your word.

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold Wonderful things from Your law.

19 I am a stranger in the earth; Do not hide Your commandments from me.

20 My soul is crushed with longing After Your ordinances at all times.

21 You rebuke the arrogant, the cursed, Who wander from Your commandments.

22 Take away reproach and contempt from me, For I observe Your testimonies.

23 Even though princes sit and talk against me, Your servant meditates on Your statutes.

24 Your testimonies also are my delight; They are my counselors.

d Daleth.

25 My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word.

26 I have told of my ways, and You have answered me; Teach me Your statutes.

27 Make me understand the way of Your precepts, So I will meditate on Your wonders.

28 My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me according to Your word.

29 Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law.

30 I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me.
31 I cling to Your testimonies; O LORD, do not put me to shame!

32 I shall run the way of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart.

h He.

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, And I shall observe it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law And keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For I delight in it.

36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies And not to dishonest gain.

37 Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, And revive me in Your ways.

38 Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces reverence for You.

39 Turn away my reproach which I dread, For Your ordinances are good.

40 Behold, I long for Your precepts; Revive me through Your righteousness.

w Vav.

41 May Your lovingkindnesses also come to me, O LORD, Your salvation according to Your word;

42 So I will have an answer for him who reproaches me, For I trust in Your word.

43 And do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For I wait for Your ordinances.

44 So I will keep Your law continually, Forever and ever.

45 And I will walk at liberty, For I seek Your precepts.

46 I will also speak of Your testimonies before kings And shall not be ashamed.

47 I shall delight in Your commandments, Which I love.

48 And I shall lift up my hands to Your commandments, Which I love; And I will meditate on Your statutes.

z Zayin.

49 Remember the word to Your servant, In which You have made me hope.

50 This is my comfort in my affliction, That Your word has revived me.

51 The arrogant utterly deride me, Yet I do not turn aside from Your law.

52 I have remembered Your ordinances from of old, O LORD, And comfort myself.

53 Burning indignation has seized me because of the wicked, Who forsake Your law.

54 Your statutes are my songs In the house of my pilgrimage.

55 O LORD, I remember Your name in the night, And keep Your law.

56 This has become mine, That I observe Your precepts.

x Heth.

57 The LORD is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words.

58 I sought Your favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your word.

59 I considered my ways And turned my feet to Your testimonies.

60 I hastened and did not delay To keep Your commandments.

61 The cords of the wicked have encircled me, But I have not forgotten Your law.

62 At midnight I shall rise to give thanks to You Because of Your righteous ordinances.

63 I am a companion of all those who fear You, And of those who keep Your precepts.

64 The earth is full of Your lovingkindness, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes.

j Teth.

65 You have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to Your word.

66 Teach me good discernment and knowledge, For I believe in Your commandments.

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word.

68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes.

69 The arrogant have forged a lie against me; With all my heart I will observe Your precepts.

70 Their heart is covered with fat, But I delight in Your law.

71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes.

72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of gold and silver pieces.
y Yodh.

73 Your hands made me and fashioned me; Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments.

74 May those who fear You see me and be glad, Because I wait for Your word.

75 I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are righteous, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.

76 O may Your lovingkindness comfort me, According to Your word to Your servant.

77 May Your compassion come to me that I may live, For Your law is my delight.

78* May the arrogant be ashamed, for they subvert me with a lie; But I shall meditate on Your precepts.

79 May those who fear You turn to me, Even those who know Your testimonies.

80 May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, So that I will not be ashamed.

k Kaph.

81 My soul languishes for Your salvation; I wait for Your word.

82 My eyes fail with longing for Your word, While I say, “When will You comfort me?”

83 Though I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, I do not forget Your statutes.

84 How many are the days of Your servant? When will You execute judgment on those who persecute me?

85 The arrogant have dug pits for me, Men who are not in accord with Your law.

86 All Your commandments are faithful; They have persecuted me with a lie; help me!

87 They almost destroyed me on earth, But as for me, I did not forsake Your precepts.

88 Revive me according to Your lovingkindness, So that I may keep the testimony of Your mouth.

l Lamedh.

89 Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.

90 Your faithfulness continues throughout all generations; You established the earth, and it stands.

91 They stand this day according to Your ordinances, For all things are Your servants.

92 If Your law had not been my delight, Then I would have perished in my affliction.

93 I will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have revived me.

94 I am Yours, save me; For I have sought Your precepts.

95 The wicked wait for me to destroy me; I shall diligently consider Your testimonies.

96 I have seen a limit to all perfection; Your commandment is exceedingly broad.

m Mem.

97 O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.

98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, For they are ever mine.

99 I have more insight than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation.

100 I understand more than the aged, Because I have observed Your precepts.

101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word.

102 I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me.

102 I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

n Nun.

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.

106 I have sworn and I will confirm it, That I will keep Your righteous ordinances.

107 I am exceedingly afflicted; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your word.

108 O accept the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, And teach me Your ordinances.

109 My life is continually in my hand, Yet I do not forget Your law.

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, Yet I have not gone astray from Your precepts.

111 I have inherited Your testimonies forever, For they are the joy of my heart.

112 I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes Forever, even to the end.

o Samekh.

113 I hate those who are double-minded, But I love Your law.

114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I wait for Your word.

115 Depart from me, evildoers, That I may observe the commandments of my God.

116 Sustain me according to Your word, that I may live; And do not let me be ashamed of my hope.

117 Uphold me that I may be safe, That I may have regard for Your statutes continually.

118 You have rejected all those who wander from Your statutes, For their deceitfulness is useless.

119 You have removed all the wicked of the earth like dross; Therefore I love Your testimonies.

120 My flesh trembles for fear of You, And I am afraid of Your judgments.

e Ayin.

121 I have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to my oppressors.

122 Be surety for Your servant for good; Do not let the arrogant oppress me.

123 My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation And for Your righteous word.

124 Deal with Your servant according to Your lovingkindness And teach me Your statutes.

125 I am Your servant; give me understanding, That I may know Your testimonies.

126 It is time for the LORD to act, For they have broken Your law.

127 Therefore I love Your commandments Above gold, yes, above fine gold.

128 Therefore I esteem right all Your precepts concerning everything, I hate every false way.

p Pe.

129 Your testimonies are wonderful; Therefore my soul observes them.

130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

131 I opened my mouth wide and panted, For I longed for Your commandments.

132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, After Your manner with those who love Your name.

133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me.

134 Redeem me from the oppression of man, That I may keep Your precepts.

135 Make Your face shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes.

136 My eyes shed streams of water, Because they do not keep Your law.

u Tsadhe

137 Righteous are You, O LORD, And upright are Your judgments.

138 You have commanded Your testimonies in righteousness And exceeding faithfulness.

139 My zeal has consumed me, Because my adversaries have forgotten Your words.

140 Your word is very pure, Therefore Your servant loves it.

141 I am small and despised, Yet I do not forget Your precepts.

142 Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.

143 Trouble and anguish have come upon me, Yet Your commandments are my delight.

144 Your testimonies are righteous forever; Give me understanding that I may live.

q Qoph.

145 I cried with all my heart; answer me, O LORD! I will observe Your statutes.

146 I cried to You; save me And I shall keep Your testimonies.

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help; I wait for Your words.

148 My eyes anticipate the night watches, That I may meditate on Your word.

149 Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your ordinances.

150 Those who follow after wickedness draw near; They are far from Your law.

151 You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth.

152 Of old I have known from Your testimonies That You have founded them forever.

r Resh.

153 Look upon my affliction and rescue me, For I do not forget Your law.

154 Plead my cause and redeem me; Revive me according to Your word.

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, For they do not seek Your statutes.

156 Great are Your mercies, O LORD; Revive me according to Your ordinances.

157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, Yet I do not turn aside from Your testimonies.

158 I behold the treacherous and loathe them, Because they do not keep Your word.

159 Consider how I love Your precepts; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.

160 The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting.

s Shin.

161 Princes persecute me without cause, But my heart stands in awe of Your words.

162 I rejoice at Your word, As one who finds great spoil.

163 I hate and despise falsehood, But I love Your law.

164 Seven times a day I praise You, Because of Your righteous ordinances.

165 Those who love Your law have great peace, And nothing causes them to stumble.

166 I hope for Your salvation, O LORD, And do Your commandments.

167 My soul keeps Your testimonies, And I love them exceedingly.

168 I keep Your precepts and Your testimonies, For all my ways are before You.

t Tav.

169 Let my cry come before You, O LORD; Give me understanding according to Your word.

170 Let my supplication come before You; Deliver me according to Your word.

171 Let my lips utter praise, For You teach me Your statutes.

172 Let my tongue sing of Your word, For all Your commandments are righteousness.

173 Let Your hand be ready to help me, For I have chosen Your precepts.

174 I long for Your salvation, O LORD, And Your law is my delight.

175 Let my soul live that it may praise You, And let Your ordinances help me.

176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your servant, For I do not forget Your commandments.
Psalm 58

· Characteristic: Imprecatory

· Author: David

· Occasion: Uncertain. However, many instances in David’s life give ground for this type psalm. Note David committing vengeance to the hands of God, 1 Sa. 24:12-15; 26:10.

· Content: “Prayer for the Punishment of the Wicked” (NASV)

Outline
vv. 1-5   

vv. 6-9   

vv. 10-11 

1) What are the wicked doing to David (vv. 1-5)? 

2) Sum up David’s request to God concerning the wicked (vv. 6-9) 

3) What is it righteous men desire and are promised (vv. 10-11)?

Note: See next page for notes on the imprecatory psalms.

The Imprecatory Psalms

“Imprecate” = (IM pruh kate) 1. to pray for (evil, misfortune, etc.); invoke (a curse)...” W.NWD.

Examples: Ps. 35, 52, 58, 59, 69, 109, 140, 83, 137. Passages: Ps. 5:10; 6:10; 28:14; 31:13,18; 40:14,15; 41:10; 55:9,15; 70:33; 71:13; 79:6,10,12; 129:5-8; 140;9, 10; 141;10; 149:7-9.

To say these are degenerate expressions of vengeance due to pre-Christian sentiment is to 

4) Raise questions as to whether the Holy Spirit would inspire men to write such (not the same as the Holy Spirit guiding men to accurately record what someone else has said).

5) Cast a shadow unnecessarily and even contrary to what scripture reveals on the character of these authors, e.g. David. David was a righteous man, a prophet, and one who in his life exercised much long-suffering to his enemies. i.e., Saul (1 Sa. 24:3-7,10,12,15; 26:9-11), Nabal (1 Sa. 25:13,21-22,26,29-31,33), Mephibosheth (Compare Psa .109:10,12 with 2 Sa. 9:1f
To imply they knew nothing of a future life and future retributions is more than can be proved. 

6) Fails to explain similar references in N.T., e.g. Luke 18:1-8; 2 Tim. 4:14; Gal. 5:12; Ac. 23:2; 8:20; Rom. 12:19-20; Rev. 6:9-11; 19:2.

Observe the principles throughout scripture, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord”, Dt. 32:35, Prov. 25:21ff...; Rom. 12:19,20. These Psalms express the desire for the Judge of the earth to render justice, not for the opportunity for the writer to seek vengeance. Without punishment for crimes committed, justice fails. “Law” means nothing. The moral constitution of the universe demands reparation. And it is out a desire for justice, what is “right,” that  desire for vindication must proceed - NOT out of personal pride, hatred, or anger. This is clearly demonstrated in David, who wrote imprecatory psalms and made imprecatory statements, in his attitude toward and treatment of Saul and Nabal. Even the “blood avenger” in the OT was not free to kill at will. See laws governing, Num. 35:12,16f. There is a unity of mind of the one seeking judgment with the justice of God’s standard - he seeks vindication because the evildoer has not done what is “right,” but “right” according to a loving, authoritative God, not according to subjective, uncontrolled passions. Note Psa. 5:10, “FOR they are rebellious against Thee” and this contrasted with “all who take refuge in Thee.” Psa. 139:19-22, “FOR they speak against Thee...Thine enemies...Do not I hate THOSE WHO HATE THEE...” - and note that this in a psalm confessing the omniscience of God and praying for God to search his heart, v 24. NEVER is it the evil man praying evil upon the good man for doing right, e.g., for rebuking him (for example, as if Ahab would pray evil on Elijah because Elijah rebuked him), or for holding what is rightfully his (e.g., Ahab against Naboth because Naboth refused to sell his inheritance), or for honorable conduct, though such conduct created problems (e.g. should David wish evil against Uriah because Uriah refused to go to his house and be with his wife). It is not the result of spite or selfish ambition because a good man’s goodness condemned someone or got in the way. NOR is it an otherwise good man succumbing to personal pride and anger, e.g., David against Nabal. Observe that these curses are against the impenitent. 

Note in further evidence this is not merely a personal expression of retaliation for wrong suffered, the imprecation may be because of injury to others (note Psa 52), or to a cause (nation, truth).

Many of the imprecatory psalms were written by David. He was conscious of the fact he was a theocratic king - God’s anointed. Those who fought him, betrayed him, and sought his downfall, were assaulting God’s plan. Note his last charges to Solomon with respect to those who had either helped or opposed his rule, 1 Ki. 2:5-9. (Compare especially what he said here of Shemei with what he said, 2 Sa. 16:11-14.) Note in this connection Psa 69:22-28 - Messianic! This accords with the fact that these imprecations are not merely personal expressions of hate lashing out, but have a higher justice in view. Along these same lines Psa. 83, 137, 79:6,12; 129:5-8, and 149:7-9 are national in scope - and Israel is especially God’s nation with a divine purpose. Several of the NT imprecations are intimately bound up with the cause of Christ, e.g. 2 Tim. 4:14; Gal. 5:12; Ac. 23:2; 8:20; Rev. 6:9-11; 19:2. Luke 18:7 seems to point to persecution against “His elect” and Rom. 12:19-20 may well have the same in view (contextually).

Must we not forgive? Yes. But, when one persists in doing evil, one is not obligated to forgive, and if not careful, a tolerant spirit may actually condone evil doing. God is long-suffering, but there is an end to his patience. And the Christian is specifically forbidden to “look the other way” when a brother impenitently persists in sin, and is warned of the danger of association with the worldly and told to “expose them,” Eph. 5:11, 1Co 15:33. “Sweet spirits” may be too sweet! Moral lessons can be learned by observing righteous vindication! Psa. 64:7-9 (Let the wicked “fear”!)

There is something in good men that cries out for justice to be meted out, for righteousness to be vindicated. And there is a mental relief, a comfort to the righteous, in knowing such will be taken care of by an all knowing God. Further, prayer in such knowledge may be an effective counter agent to vengeance, as the matter is taken out of the hands of the oppressed and consigned to God.

Some of the imprecations are prophetic, e.g. Psa. 69:22f, 137:9 (See Isa 13:16-18). This shows these were not evil. It also accounts for the severity of some of these phrases. 

Just as “pisseth against the wall” (KJV, e.g. 1 Sa. 25:22,34) denoted a male and was not intended or used to be nasty, so “dash your little ones against a rock” is not intended to condone cruelty, but describes the merciless judgment that will be brought against the wicked nations by wicked nations (as God’s agents). See Hos. 10:14; Nah. 3:10.

Psalm 127

· Characteristic: Song of Ascents

· Author: Solomon

· Occasion: See notes on pp. 15ff.

· Content: Undertakings are vain without the Lord

Outline
The following undertakings are vain without the Lord:

v. 1a 

v. 1b   

v. 2    

vv. 3-5 

7) Note the repetitions of “vain.” Compare “He gives...gift of the Lord...a reward.”

8) What other name did the Lord give Solomon and what did it mean? 2 Sam. 12:24,25 

9) How many children (sons) did Solomon have? How many wives? How many concubines? 

Psalm 131

· Characteristic: Song of Ascents

· Author: David

· Occasion: See notes on pp. 15ff.

· Content: “Childlike Trust in the Lord” (NASB)

What enables David to have inner composure and quietness “like a weaned child”? 

Psalm 133

· Characteristic: Song of Ascents

· Author: David

· Occasion: See notes on pp. 15ff.

· Content: “The Excellency of Brotherly Unity” (NASB)

8) Why is brotherly unity commended as “good” and “pleasant”? (v.3b) 

Compare Lev. 25:21; Deu. 28:8.

9) What two comparisons to this are given? 

Psalm 137

· Characteristic: Exilic. Also, Imprecatory.

· Author: Unknown

· Content: Bitterness toward Babylon contrasted with affection for Jerusalem

Outline
vv. 1-4 

vv. 5-7 

vv. 8-9 

10) How long was the nation of Israel in Babylon and why? (2 Ch. 36:14-21; Jer. 25:1-11) 

11) What would forgetting Jerusalem reflect about their religion? How would it affect their religion? 

12) Vv. 8-9 are an example of what characteristic in the psalms? See that lesson for review.

Psalm 115

· Characteristic: God versus idols. Also, Hallelujah. Also, Liturgical

· Author: Unknown

· Content: Heathen idols contrasted with Jehovah with an encouragement to trust in and worship Jehovah

Outline
vv. 1-3  

vv. 4-8   

vv. 9-15 

vv. 16-18 

1) “Liturgy” - “1. a form of public worship...2. a collection of formularies for public worship” The American College Dictionary. “formulary” - “2. a set form of words...” Ibid.
a) Evidences of liturgical character

Based on the pronouns, determine whether Israel is speaking, being, spoken to, or being spoken of.

vv. 1-8 

vv. 9a,10a,11a 

vv. 9b,10b,11b 

vv. 12-13 

vv. 14-15 

vv. 16-18

b) The responsive pattern of the psalm varies according to expositor. Below are a couple of examples.

Kittel (in Leupold’s Exposition of the Psalms):

vv. 1-2   - 
congregation

vv. 3-8   - 
choir

vv. 9-11  - 
Levites (with second member of each verse assigned to some group to offer response - Leupold)

vv. 12-13 -
priests

vv. 14-15 -
choir

vv. 16-18 -
congregation

G. Rawlinson (Pulpit Commentary) - A divided choir with a leader, each having separate parts:

vv. 1-8   -
one part of the choir

vv. 9-11  -
leader, first part of the verses 

half choir responding in second part

vv. 12-13 -
whole choir

vv. 14-16 -
leader

vv. 17-18 -
choir and congregation

2) What is the last phrase in this psalm? 

a) What does your footnote give as an alternative (NASV, NIV)? 

b) We will study “Hallelujah Psalms” in a later lesson.

3) Why is Israel exhorted to trust in and worship Jehovah instead of idols?

Psalm 15

· Characteristic: Zion. Also, Moral.

· Author: David

· Content: Character of one who is qualified to reside in Zion with God.

Outline
v. 1  

vv. 2-5 

List the positive and negative qualities the psalmist says are essential to have fellowship with Jehovah.

Positive:

Negative:

Psalm 48

· Characteristic: Zion

· Author: Sons of Korah

· Content: The God of Mount Zion is to be praised because he protects and blesses his city.

Outline
vv. 1-3   

vv. 4-8   

vv. 9-11  

vv. 12-14 

Mark, or list, the phrases that are synonymous with Zion. 

Zion

“A name applied to Jerus, or to certain parts of it, at least since the time of David. Nothing certain is known of the meaning.” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. 

Originally, on the eastern ridge running south from temple area between the Tyropoeon and Kidron valleys. (Thus, the southeastern hill). This is outside the present walls of Jerusalem. So International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Baker’s Bible Atlas, MacMillan Bible Atlas, #114. “Christian tradition from the fourth century A.D. to the present has erroneously located zion on the southern portion on the west ridge of Jerusalem, between the Tyropoeon and Hinnom Valleys.” Baker’s, p. 150. International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Eerdmans, 1978) gives reasons, archaeological and biblical, for location on eastern ridge, which is lower than the western hill. 

David captured this citadel (“1. a fortress on a commanding height for defense of a city, 2. a fortified place; stronghold” Webster’s New World Dictionary, 1982),  2 Sam. 5:6-9 (This is the first occurrence of the word in the Bible.)

The term was extended to cover the temple area. Psa. 9:11, 14; 74:2; 76:2; 137:3; etc. Then the whole city of Jerusalem, Psa. 102:21; Amos 1:2; Micah 3:10, 12, etc. “Daughter of Zion” is used to refer to the people of Jerusalem, Isa. 1:8, 52:2; Jer. 4:31; Lam 4:22, and the nation, Psa. 48:11. 

In the N.T.: John 12:15; Rom. 9:33, 11:26; Heb. 12:22; 1 Pet.2:6; Rev. 14:1.

Note the following comparisons:

Literal Zion a strong fortress, 2 Sam. 5:7

Spiritual Zion is immovable, Psa. 125:1

Literal Zion became seat of David’s throne, 2 Sam. 5:9, 12

Spiritual Zion place of Messianic throne, Psa. 2:6

Literal Zion where David received covenant , 2 Sam. 7

Spiritual Zion where “everlasting covenant” estab., Jer. 50:5

Literal Zion where ark housed. Place of God’s dwelling and His worship. 1 Kings 8:1; Psa. 9:11, etc.

Spiritual Zion where fellowship with God is found - Heb. 12:22

Psalm 2

· Characteristic: Messianic

The LORD’s “Anointed” (v. 2) is His “Son” (v. 7) whom he enthrones as His “King” (v. 6). Messiah (Heb.) = Christ (Grk.) = anointed one (Eng.). Note Jn.1:41. He the “Son of God” of prophecy; the “King of Israel” of prophecy - note Jn. 1:49. See also Mt. 26:63.

Prophets, priests, kings were referred to as “anointed ones” of God, Ps. 105:15; Lev. 4:3; 2 Sam. 1:14. The anointing indicated God’s choice and set them apart for their work. See Lev. 8:12; 1 Ki. 19:16; 1 Sam. 16:1,3,6,8,13; Num. 3:3, etc. The “anointed one” in Ps. 2 is the one chosen and set apart to be King, vs. 6. See title.

That the psalm clearly refers to he promised Messiah, and was fulfilled in Jesus, is seen in its four N.T. references: Ac. 4:15-28; 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5.

“The Jews admitted the Messianic character of the psalm, until driven into denial by the controversy with Christians.” G. Rawlinson, Pulpit Commentary (Eerdmans).

As to whether this psalm is typically Messianic or directly Messianic, there is nothing in the superscription, the psalm, or Biblical history to point to a reference to some Jewish King and his experience as a type.

· Author: David, Acts 4:25

· Content: “The Reign of the Lord’s Anointed” (NASB)

Outline
vv.   1-3 

vv.   4-6 

vv.   7-9 

vv. 10-12 

1) Put the verse from the Psalm referred to by the N.T. reference.

a) Acts 4:15-28 

b) Acts 13:33 

c) Heb. 1:5 

d) Heb. 5:5  

2) This psalm strikes death blow to Judaism. The “time” of the Messiah according to prophecy had come in the days of Roman Empire. According to this prophecy nothing could stop him from being enthroned. The N.T. declares he was! This also destroys the postponement theory of Premillennialism. Furthermore, by the N.T. interpretation it shows the kingdom of the Messiah is spiritual. It declares Him and the God who enthroned Him worthy of our trust.

3) Based on the N.T. interpretation, what do vv. 1-3 refer to?   

4) Based on the N.T. interpretation, what does v. 7 refer to?

5) Gather relevant references on vv 8-9. 

6) Sum up the admonition in vv 10-12. 

Psalm 8

· Characteristic: Messianic. Also, Thanksgiving.

· Author: David

· Content: Praise to Jehovah, the Creator, for the dignity he has conferred upon man.

Outline
vv. 1-2 

vv. 3-9 

1) That this psalm is Messianic is established by the references to it in the N.T. What verses from the psalm are quoted in the following passages, and what is the context in which they are quoted?

a) Mat. 21:16 

b) 1 Co. 15:27 

c) Heb. 2:6-8 

2) Jesus often referred to himself as “the Son of Man” (e.g. Mat. 8:20, 9:6, 12:8,32,40, etc.). This phrase occurs in Messianic passages in two places in the Old Testament: here and Dan. 7:13. Summarize what is said about the “son of man” in each.

a) Psa 8:4-5  

b) Dan. 7:13-14 

3) Who is held to be a type of Christ in the following?

a) Rom. 5:12-14 

b) 1 Co. 15:45-49 

c) Compare this individual with what is said of Christ in Heb. 2:6-8.

4) Jesus is both the “Son of God” and the “Son of Man.” What do these terms imply about his nature? 

Note both of them in Mat. 16:13-18. See 1 Jn. 4:2-3,15.

Psalm 16

· Characteristic: Messianic

N.T. references applying it to the Messiah:

vv. 8-11 - Acts 2:25-28

v. 10 - Acts 13:35

· Author: David

· Content: “The Lord, the Psalmist’s Portion in Life and Deliverer in Death” (NASB)

Outline
vv. 1-8 


vv. 1-2  

vv. 3-4  

vv. 5-8  

vv. 9-11 

1) What is his attitude toward God? 

2) What is his attitude toward the saints? 

3) What is his attitude toward those who serve another god?

4) What is the blessedness of his position? 

5) Explain Peter’s argument based on this psalm. 

6) Explain Paul’s argument based on this psalm. 

Psalm 22

· Characteristic: Messianic. Also, Suffering (1st part).

· Author: David

· Content: “A Cry of Anguish and a Song of Praise” (NASV)

The Cry of Anguish has to do with the suffering of the cross, and the Song of Praise with the victory over it and the results of it.

Outline
vv. 1-21  

vv. 22-31 

1) No less than eight times this psalm is applied to the Messiah by N.T. writers. Put the verse from the psalm that is referred to in the following. What in the context in each passage is the quote is made to refer to?

a) Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34 

b) Mt. 27:43 

c) Mt. 27:35; Mk. 15:24; Lk. 23:34; Jn. 19:24 

d) Heb. 2:12 

2) Mark, or list (with verses), the “deliver,” “rescue,” “help,” “assistance,” “save” family of words in the psalm.

3) A key question: Did God forsake Him, or, did it only appear so? Explain your answer. Base your answer on the context of the psalm. Note especially v. 24. 

Psalm 69

· Characteristic: Messianic. Also, Suffering.

· Author: David

· Content: “Prayer out of the depth of affliction borne for the sake of truth” (Delitzch)

Outline
vv. 1-3

vv. 4-12

vv. 13-21

vv. 22-28

vv. 29-36

35) Locate where the following verses are quoted or directly referred to in the N.T. and make a brief note of what it is applied to in the N.T. reference.

v. 4 

v. 9a 

v. 9b 

v. 21 

v. 22 

v. 25 

36) Mark the “reproach” family of words (Or, list the verses where they occur.) 

a) Mark, or list, the phrases that show this reproach is not justified. 

b) Mark, or list, the phrases that show why the sufferer is bearing this reproach. 

37) What is the psalmist’ prayer regarding

a) Himself? (vv. 1-3, 13-19, 29) 

b) Those who seek God? (vv. 6, 32-36) 

c) The obstinately wicked? (vv 22-28) 

Psalm 110

· Characteristic: Messianic.

· Author: David

· Content: Rule of the Messiah Priest-King

Outline
vv. 1-4 

vv. 5-7 

1) This psalm is referred to in the following N.T. passages. What verse from the psalm is referred to and to what is it applied in the N.T. passage?

a) Mt. 22:41-46; Mk. 12:35-37; Lk. 20:41-44 

b) Ac. 2:34-35 

c) Heb. 1:13 

d) Heb. 5:6; 7:17,21 

e) Heb. 10:13 

2) What two different kinds of rule will this King exercise?

v. 3 

vv. 2,5-6 

3) What is unique about this King among kings of the lineage of David? (v. 4) 

4) How does this psalm strike a death blow to premillennialism? 

Hallelujah Psalms

Hallelujah: beginning or ending, or beginning and ending with “praise Jehovah” or “hallelujah”.

· Psa 104-106, 111-113, 115-117, 135, 146-150
· Begin with - Psa 111-112 

· End with - Psa 104, 105, 115, 116
· Begin and end with - Psa 106, 113, 117, 135, 146-150
Observe:

· Personal praises - 104,111,116,146
· Israel exhorted to praise Jehovah - 105,106,115,135,147,149
· General calls to praise Jehovah - 112,113,117,148,150
Read the psalm and briefly summarize the reason given for praising Jehovah:

Psa. 111 

Psa. 112 

Psa. 113 

Psa. 115 

Psa. 116 

Psa. 117
Psa. 146 

Psa. 147 

Psa. 148 

Psa. 149 

Psa. 150 

It would be good spiritual exercise to do this on the rest of the hallelujah psalms also.

Review

5) What does “psalm” mean?

6) “Psallo” had at different meanings at different periods of history. What are some of those?

7) What did “psallo” mean at the time the N.T. was written?

8) What is the Hebrew name for the book of Psalms?

9) What else are the Psalms called (within the Psalms themselves)?

10) The Psalms were written over what time period?

11) Name at least four authors of the Psalms.

12) How many books of Psalms?

13) How many of the Psalms did David write?

14) What are some psalms in the Bible outside the books of Psalms?

15) Why can the Psalms be relied on as a reliable source for instruction, guidance, and comfort?

16) What evidences the reliability of the Psalm titles?

17) What kind of information is found in the Psalm titles?

18) How were the Psalms used in Israel’s public worship?

19) What are some practical uses of the Psalms today?

20) What are some characteristics of the Psalms?

21) Which Psalm has Jesus words on the cross, “My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken me?”

22) Which Psalm did Peter use in his sermon on the day of Pentecost and Paul in Antioch of Pisidia in evidence of the resurrection of the Christ?

23) Which Psalm did Peter quote on the day of Pentecost in reference to the Christ becoming King?

24) Which Psalm did the apostles refer to in their prayer, Acts 4:25,26?

25) Which Psalm focuses on the reproach the Messiah would suffer at the hand of his persecutors?

26) Which Psalm is the Shepherd Psalm: “The Lord is my Shepherd...”

27) Which Psalm extols the Word of God, making reference to it 171 times?

28) What benefit did you derive from studying the Psalms? (Discuss in class) 
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� “contrite” – “[L. contritus, pp. of conterere, to grind < com - together + terere, to rub] 1. crushed in spirit by a feeling of remorse or guilt” W.NWD
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