
Lesson 10

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions through Lesson 9

IV. The Better Priest (4:14-7:28)

· The writer now moves on to an in-depth discussion of the High Priesthood of Christ and its superiority with respect to the priesthood of Aaron. The writer has already introduced the High Priesthood of Christ in Heb. 2:17 and 3:1. As well, the Priesthood of Christ is actually continued into chapter 10, but the emphasis changes in chapter 7 to that of the better  covenant and the better sacrifice. 

· The writer now pens some verses that are transition, bringing the previous section to a conclusion and introducing the next section of his argument, an argument that is core to his whole letter - one that deals with the High Priesthood of Christ.  Review your marking of the ALet us@ family of words in chapters 3 and 4.  Also, mark the priest family of words (priest, priesthood). Based on this latter marking, what might the theme of the book be considered?

· Suggestion: As background for the next few lessons it would be helpful for you to do some research or refreshing of your knowledge with respect to the Levitical priesthood and its service. 

A. Comparison with Aaron (4:14-5:4)

1. The writer introduces this section with ATherefore...@ (seeing then - NKJV).  What is he reflecting on to reach the conclusion? (Heb. 2:10 - 3:1)

2. Jesus is described as a great High Priest. What three things in the immediate text accounts for His being called great (vss. 14-15)? (Heb. 4:14)

· Since they had a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, what was to be done (vss. 14, 16)? (2 Cor. 9:13; 1 John 2:22-26; Mark 8:38) 

3. Given the superiority of Christ and the reenforcement of His deity thus far, what might the audience (especially Jewish Christians) conclude about Him as High Priest? 



· In fact, what kind of high priest is Jesus? (vss. 14-16) (Heb. 2:17-18)

4. What is the significance of Christ coming in the flesh as reflected in 4:15?  (Heb. 5:2; 1 Pet. 1:21-22; 2 Cor. 5:21)

5. In what manner are Christians to draw near to the throne of grace? (4:16) 






· What does this mean? (Check NASB, NIV or RSV) 


6. Several things about high priests can be learned in Heb. 5:1-4.

a. They are taken from among ________________________

b. They serve on behalf of _______________ in things pertaining to ___________ (Exod. 28:1)

c. They offer ______________for _____________ (Heb. 8:3-4; 9:9)

d. They can deal _________________ with the  ____________ and ________________ (Heb. 4:15)

e. They are beset with
___________________ (Exod. 32:1ff; Rom. 3:23)

f. They are obligated to offer sacrifices for sins for the _______________ and for _____________________ (Lev. 16:1ff)

g.  Does one make himself a high priest? _________ Who calls him?  _____(Exod. 28:1ff; Num. 18:1-7; Num. 16:1ff)

7. With which Old Testament person is Jesus first compared in chapter 5? 
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V. The Better Priest (4:14-7:28) - Continued
B. Appointed of God (5:5-6)

1. The writer begins this section with “So also…”.  To what does he have reference? (John 8:54)

2. If one accepts Jesus as the Son, he must likewise accept Him as Priest.  The same one who said, Thou art my Son ... also said,
____________________ (Locate this Old Testament passage and read it in context.)

3. The quotation in 5:5 was also used in 1:5.  Where in Psalms did God make this statement in relationship to Jesus?

· To what period in Jesus= existence did the quote in Psalms apply? 


· To the Jewish Christian’s mind, how would the quote in Heb. 5:5 give validity to the claim that Christ was High Priest? (Psalms 2:6-8; Psalms 110:1-4)

4. Who was Melchizedek? (Gen 14:18-20)

C. Author of Salvation (5:7-10)

1. Study verse 7. What event(s) in the earthly ministry of Jesus could be under consideration here? Cite some references.


2. What is the point that the author is making by bringing up Christ=s Adays of His flesh@ (vs. 7)?
(Heb. 2:9, 14, 17) 

3. How did the Son learn obedience (vs. 8)?
 

· What is meant by the phrase Alearned@ obedience (stay in the context and don’t lose sight of harmony - see also 1 Tim. 5:4, 13; Titus 3:14)
(1 Pet. 2:20-24; Isaiah 50:5-7; Heb. 2:17-18; Phil. 2:5-11)

4. In what sense was Jesus made perfect? (vs. 9; cf. Heb. 2:10) (Luke 13:32; Phil. 2:9; Heb. 5:10) 

5. Jesus became the source of eternal salvation to all those who ________ him. (Acts 4:10-12; Heb. 7:23-27)

D. The Danger of Immaturity (5:11-6:12)

· Mark the promise family of words in Hebrews; also mark the hope family of words.

· As is common in the book, the writer introduces another parenthesis (Lesson 5), exhorting these brethren to maturity. As he outlines in 5:11, he has 

(1) Much to say

(2) It is hard to explain (not because it is that difficult)

(3) Since - they had become dull of hearing.

2. Why would it be hard for the writer to explain about Melchizedek (or Christ, or the priesthood) to the Hebrews (vs. 11)? (Acts 28:24-28; 2 Pet. 3:15-18)

3. Who had this problem (vs. 12)?


4. By this time the readers should have been                         .  What did they need someone to teach them (vs. 12)?


5. What had they come to need (vs, 13)? What should they have been eating (spiritually)? (1 Cor. 3:1-3)

· What is his point?


6. From verses 13 and 14 one can conclude that solid food is for those who are (Eph. 4:11-16)

· In the spiritual sense, how can one assure continuing as a babe?  Is it wrong to be a babe? Explain?  (Mark 10:15; 1 Pet. 2:2; 1 Cor. 14:20) 

7. According to verse 14, what is it that makes one mature?


8. Is there anything in the context regarding “moral” evil?


· What is the “good & evil” they should be able to discern (vs.14)? 


9. The writer urges the brethren to leave _____________________________ and to press on ______________________

· In the text, what equates to the “elementary teachings about the Christ” (NASB)? (Gal. 3:24)

10. As you consider 6:1-8 (even from 5:11), keep in view the context as well as the entire message of Hebrews. As we have already seen, the problem of Judaizing teachers plagued 1st century Christians. The writer has begun, and will pick up again in 6:11, a section on the High Priesthood of Christ and its superiority over the High Priesthood of the old covenant. On casual reading one might think the writer is suggesting the readers leave the new covenant, “first principles” teachings about Christ (e.g. faith, repentance, confession, baptism) and move on to other things. Suggestion: these elementary principles keeping the Hebrews from moving forward are matters of the old covenant, an approach we will cover in class.

11. Six things are listed as belonging to the foundation.  List them.

a. (Jer. 8:6, 25:5; Heb. 9:14; Eph. 2:1, 5)

b. (Heb. 11:1ff, 6)

c. (Exod. 29:4ff; Mark 7:4,8; Heb. 9:10)

d. (Lev. 16:20-22; Deut. 34:9)

e. (Mark 12:26ff; Acts 23:6-8)

f. (Psa. 1:4-6; John 5:20-27; Isa. 33:22)

12. Five things are listed in 6:4-5 that describe the one under consideration; list them, describe what they mean based on scripture.

a. (Eph. 3; John 1)

b. (Eph. 2:8; Acts 2)

c. (Acts 2; 1 Cor. 12:13)

d. (Acts 11:14; John 6:68)

e. (Jer. 33:14ff; Rom. 1:16-17)

13. Do vss. 4 and 5 refer to an “alien sinner”? If not, how would you describe the person of these verses?


a. Is it possible for a Christian to fall away (vs. 6)? 

b. What is impossible?


c. Why is this impossible (note the terminology used - who and what event does it look back to)? (John 6:63-69; 1 John 1:8-2:2; Gal. 5:1-2; 2 Pet. 2:18-32; Heb. 10:26ff)

14. What is the point in the illustration of verse 7 and 8? 



15. What is the writer convinced of concerning the brethren (vs. 9)? 


16. What work had they done to demonstrate their love in God's name (vs. 10)?  (Titus 2:14; Heb. 4:11-13)

17. The writer in introduces 6:11 with “and... show the same diligence…”  To what is he comparing when he exhorts them to “sameness”? 


· Toward what end were they to be diligent (compare versions)? (Heb. 3:6; Heb. 11-12:2)

18. They were to be ___________________________ (vs. 11) and not ________________ (vs. 12)

19. Who were they to  imitate?  To what end? (vs. 12) (Heb. 11:1ff)
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IV. The Better Priest (4:14-7:28) - Continued
E. Christ, The Forerunner of Hope (6:13-20)

1. The previous verses ended with a reference to Athose who...inherit the promises.@ This section is introduced with “For” - what does 6:13-20 demonstrate?


2. What promise is in view in this context?  Why did God swear by Himself in making the promise to Abraham? Locate the Old Testament reference. 


3. What key word(s) in verses 12 and 15 indicate the importance of remaining faithful until the end?


4. Why did God confirm it with an oath (vs. 17)? 


· To whom is this important according to the text? (Gal. 3:29)

5. What are the two unchangeable things to which reference is made in verse 18? (Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29)

6. What is hope to the Christian (19)?


· See also 1 Tim. 1:1; Col. 1:27;  2 Thess. 2:16; 1 Pet. 1:3,21 

7. Where has Jesus entered as a forerunner for men (vs. 20)? (Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:3,2023; 1 Pet. 3:22)

8. Jesus has now become a ______________________________ (Heb. 5:10)
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IV. The Better Priest (4:14-7:28) - Continued
F. Christ, the Living Priest of the Order of Melchizedek (7:1-28)

· Mark the occurrences of Melchizedek in Hebrews. Mark the occurrences of Abraham in Hebrews. Mark the occurrences of the following words (or related words) having to do with time in Heb. 5-7: lives, continue(ly), and forever. 

· Also, look up the meaning of a type with respect to Biblical matters. Hebrews is a book of types and anti-types, especially in chapters 7 - 10. 

1. When was Melchizedek first introduced in the book and what point  was the writer making?


· Recalling Heb. 5:10-11, how would the concept of a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek be difficult for Jewish brethren to understand? (5:11ff; 7:14; Exod. 28:1ff)

2. The writer introduces chapter 7 with AFor@; what is the linkage (or point to be developed)?


3. Melchizedek was ______________ __of Salem and a _______________ of the Most High God.   When did Melchizedek meet Abraham and under what circumstances?

· What did Melchizedek do?


· What did Abraham do?


4. What is the meaning of the name Melchizedek: (vs. 2)

· Ditto for the name Salem: (vs. 2)

5. Melchizedek serves as a type of Christ in many ways; what is >typically= expressed in 7:1-2? (Zechariah 6:13; Jer. 33:14-18;1 Cor. 1:30; Isaiah 9:6; Rom. 5:1; Col. 1:20)

6. Who was his Melchizedek=s predecessor? Successor? 


· Explain the meaning of verse 3 and how does it help make the writer=s point about Christ, the High Priest of God? (Num. 1:47ff; 3:1ff; Heb. 7:15-16, 23-24)

7. How important was Abraham to the Jew (vs. 4)? (Matt. 1:1ff; Matt. 3:9; John 8:39; 2 Cor. 11:22; Acts 7:2,17)

8. What four things are used in Heb. 7:4-10 to show the greatness of Melchizedek?

(1) (Num. 18:21-24, 26-28)

(2)  (Gen. 12:1ff; Gen. 27:1ff)

(3)  (Heb. 7:23-24) 

(4)  (Num. 18:21-22)

9. What is the conclusion, regarding the priesthood, to be reached from verses 4-10 (consistent with the theme of Hebrews)? 
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IV. The Better Priest (4:14-7:28) - Continued
Background Study: Refresh yourself on the Levitical priesthood. Some suggested reading: Exod. 29:9, 28-30; Num. 20:22-29, 18:1-7; 8:22-26; Num. 3:17-25, 4:22-41; Num. 3:5-9, 16:9; Exod. 28; Lev. 8-10; Exod. 30:1-10, 27:20-21; Lev. 16

F. Christ, the Living Priest of the Order of Melchizedek (7:1-28) - Continued
· From Heb. 7:11 through the end of the chapter the writer puts forth an argument in this section that goes as follows: 

· Inadequacy of the priesthood & the law(11-14). 

· God’s intent is evident(15-19)

· God’s High Priest is a guarantee of God=s better covenant (20-25)

· Our High Priest is One perfectly fitted to our needs (26-28)

· Thus Christ’s High Priesthood is established as superior 

10. The text (vs. 11) says that perfection was not through the Levitical priesthood - what is meant by this? (Heb. 6:1; 7:19; 10:1-2; Gal. 3:21-24; Matt. 5:17-18)

· Therefore, what was necessary? (Heb. 2:17-3:1; 5:9-10)

11. With a change in the priesthood, what else was necessary (vs. 12)? (Num. 3:9-10; 16:40)

12. Could Jesus have been a priest under the Levitical order (vs. 12-14)?               Why?


13. What contrast is made in 7:16? (Num. 8:24-25; Num. 33:38-39; Rev. 1:18; Heb. 7:25)

14. The commandment was set aside (vs. 18).  What was brought in? 


15. Was there an oath associated with the Levitical priests? Was there an oath associated with Jesus? So what? (Heb. 7:20-21; 6:17-18)

16. Jesus has become a guarantee of a ____________________ (vs. 22)

17. Why is Jesus able to hold His priesthood permanently (vs. 23-24)? 


18. Why is Jesus able to save forever (or completely) those who draw near to God through Him (vs. 25)? (John 14:6; Rom. 8:34; 1 Tim. 2:5; 1 John 2:1-2)

19. List some of the things said about Jesus as high priest in verses 26-28.

20. What is characteristic of the sacrifices of the Levitical priests (vs. 27)? (Exod. 29:36ff, Num. 28:2-10; Heb. 9:7; Lev. 4:3ff; Lev. 16:6, 11)

· What is characteristic of the sacrifice presented by Christ (vs. 27)? (Rom. 6:10; Heb. 10:10; Heb. 4:15)

21. The Law appoints men as high priest who are weak.  Who does the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoint? (Heb. 7:28)

