
Lesson 7

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions through Lesson 6

In the preceding chapters Christ has been shown to be superior to the angels; superior by His Creatorship, superior by His Sonship, superior by His reign, superior by His position of power and authority, superior by His sacrifice and superior by the salvation He brings mankind.  Thus Christ has been shown to exceed in every way the messengers of God; especially in view of their role in delivering the Old Covenant.

Now the writer, having introduced Christ as the High Priest in 2:17, moves on to show the superiority of Christ as God=s apostle, the deliverer of the faithful house of God, resuming discussion of the High Priesthood of Christ in earnest beginning in 4:14. In general the bulk of the interposing chapters look to the nation of Israel and the relationship of Moses and the nation of Israel in contrast to Christ and spiritual Israel.  Further, he will use Israel’s failure to reach the promised land in typical comparison to the rest that awaits all faithful. Broadly speaking, chapters 3 & 4 deal with faithfulness, endurance and obedience.

III. The Better Apostle (3:1-4:13)

A. Superiority to Moses (3:1-6)

1. What terms are used to describe the people addressed in 3:1?  Based upon this verse, to whom is the letter written?


a. (Heb. 2:11; Titus 2:11-14 1 Pet. 2:9-10)

b. (2 Tim. 1:8-9;  1 Thess. 2:12)

c. (1 John 4:14-15; Matt. 10:32-33)

2. The addressees are called upon to consider Jesus in 3:1.  Two things are said about Jesus.  What does the term Apostle mean here? (Luke 4:18; John 20:21; Matt. 28:18-20)

3. Locate at least two items mentioned, though not developed,  in chapters 1 and 2 pointing to the work of Jesus as High Priest. (Lev. 16, especially 16:29-34; Heb. 4:14-5:2)

· Chapter One 


· Chapter Two


4. With whom is Jesus compared in chapter 3?


· Who is worthy of the greater glory?


· Two comparisons are made to prove this in Heb. 3:3-6; what are they?

· See also Acts 7:34-35; Rom. 11:25-26

5. What (who) was the house in which Moses' was faithful? (Num. 12:7)  

· What (who) is the house of God today? (cf. 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:19)

6. Moses was faithful _______________ (3:2) Why then is Christ worthy of more glory than Moses (3:3)? 


7. Moses was faithful as a ______________ in the house of God; Christ is faithful as a _______________ over God's house (vs. 5-6). 

· See also Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:21-23

8. In what way(s) can you think of Moses being a “testimony” as stated in vs. 5? (Deut. 18:18; Acts 3:22-23; Jn. 5:39-40,46; Heb. 11:23-29) 

9. What condition is placed upon one remaining in the house of God? (Heb. 10:19-26; 12:1-2; 12:12-15; Col. 1:21-23)
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B. The Danger of Unbelief (3:7-19)

· In chapter 3 and 4 mark family of words that have to do with believing and obeying and being faithful in one color and then the family of words that have to do with the opposite (e.g. disobedience, etc.) in another color.

1. To Whom is the quotation from Psalm 95:7 attributed?  Who was the writer? (cf. 2 Pet. 1:20-21).


2. To what episode in the history of Israel does the quotation from Psalm 95:8ff refer (3:7-11)? {Compare with other versions, e.g. KJV/NKJV with ASV/RSV/NASV} (Exod. 17:7)

3. What threat or warning of punishment was given to Israel (3:11)?


4. To whom does 3:12 speak? Is there a possibility that these might fall away from God? What would bring about the falling away?


5. What was to be done  to help other brethren avoid falling away? How long should one do this (vs. 13)?


6. What is there about sin that hardens the heart of a Christian (vs. 13)? (1 Cor. 6:9ff; Rev. 12:9)

7. What does it mean to become “partakers of Christ” (vs. 14)? (Heb. 3:6; Rev. 3:20-21; Heb. 1:14, 2:10)

· What is required according to the text?(Heb. 6:11-12, 4:11, 10:23, 35, 39; Col. 1:23)

· What is the conclusion if one fails to meet this requirement?  (Heb. 10:26ff)

8. Four or five terms are used in verses 15-19 to explain why the Israelites who came out of Egypt were not allowed to enter His rest.  What are those terms?

9. In your own words, what is the point that the writer is making by using the events of Moses and the nation as examples?
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C. Superiority of His Rest (4:1-13)

· Mark the rest(ed) family of words in Heb. 3-4; also note the adjectives used to describe the rest.

· As you study this section read the following for background - Heb. 3:7-11,16-19; Num. 14:1-4, 20-24; Num. 32:6-15; Deut. 1:34-36; Deut. 12:8-10; Josh. 1:12-15; Josh. 21:43-45. What do these readings show?

· Pay attention to the argument the writer is making throughout this section with respect to Arest@. Remember the audience and the arguments they would be facing regarding their faith and confidence in Jesus and His salvation. Consider the context going back to Heb. 3:7 and through 4:11.  

1. Chapter 4 begins with Therefore since...., looking back to his argument of the preceding chapter. Of what rest is he speaking?


· Given your answer, why would the Christians, to whom Hebrews is written, be encouraged not to come short of it (i.e. could expect to enter it)?


· While the text in 4:1ff flows with the points started in chapter 3, it is actually a parenthesis in itself, showing that there in fact is a promise that remains. He picks up the thought of failure to obtain it in 4:11, Alet us therefore be diligent to enter that rest. What rest - the one he highlights in 4:1 (and previous verses).

2. Why should the reader of the book fear? (vs.1)
(Heb. 2:1-4; 10:26-31; Phil. 3:12-14) 

3. What did the Hebrew Christians have preached to them? (vs. 2)


· What did the nation of Israel have preached to them? (Exod. 19:3-6; Heb. 11:1ff; Heb. 9:15)

4. Why did the word which Israel heard fail to profit them? (Heb. 4:2; 11:6)

5. In 4:3, by contrast, the writer notes that Awe...do enter that rest@. What characterized those who failed to enter in chapter 3?


· What characterizes those who “...do enter that rest”?


6. The writer then uses two lines of reasoning in 4:3-10 to show the validity of the statement in 4:3. What are they?

(1) (4:3b - 4:6)


(2) (4:6 - 4:10)

7. Who is permitted to enter the rest which God has prepared? (Heb. 4:2, 6, 9)

8. Of which day was it said And God rested ... from all his works? 


· Of what event does this speak? Locate the reference.


9. Since some failed to enter in, logically what remains for some others? 


10. Does the text specify obedience is necessary to enter the rest?


11. What evidence is given to show that Joshua did not give Israel the rest that God has promised? (Heb. 4:7-8)

12. Is there yet a rest for the people of God?  If so, what is it?  (Heb. 4:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:3-9; 2 Thess. 1:5-8)

13. It is fair to describe Heb. 3:7-4:13 as dealing with faithfulness and perseverance, yet in the broader context of Hebrews, this section supports the superiority theme of the book. What comparison is made to show this superiority? (Keep in view that this is a book dealing in better things and written to Hebrew Christians dealing with the doctrines surrounding them.) (Phil. 3:20-21; Heb. 11:13-16)

D. The Danger of Disobedience (4:11-13)

1. To whom is 4:11 addressed? (Heb. 3:14; 4:1)

2. What must one be in order to enter that rest? Is there any possibility that one might fall? How? (Heb. 4:11; 2 Pet. 1:2-11; 2 Pet. 3:11-14; Titus 3:3-7; Rom. 16:25-26)

3. How does the writer describe the word of God (4:12)?

(1) (1 Pet. 1:22-25; John 6:63)

(2) (1 Cor. 1:18; Rom. 1:16-17;1 Thess. 2:13)

4. Is it possible for man to hide anything from God? (1 Cor. 4:5; Rom. 2:16)


