Section 1

Lesson 1

Read Hebrews through a couple of times before class.  We will be marking in this class. Use the copies of Hebrews provided (or mark in your Bible if you so desire).  It is suggested that you have available for use several different colors of marking pens/pencils. In the introduction you will be asked (questions below) to mark the better family of words, the excellent or more excellent group of terms (same color), instances of new and finally perfect(ed) (different color) as stressed throughout Hebrews. These, as well as other markings, will be also be considered in later lessons .

I. Introduction and Backgroundtc \l1 "Introduction and Background
I. Authortc \l2 "Author
I. From the internal evidence of Hebrews determine the author of the book.

I. Paul? 

I. Barnabas?

I. Luke?

I. Apollos?

I. Others?

I. To whom addressedtc \l2 "To whom addressed
I. From the following verses, what can you conclude about those to whom this letter was written? 

I. Heb. 13:23, 19 

I. Heb. 10:32-34; 12:4 

I. Heb. 6:10, 10:34 

I. Heb. 5:11-14; 2:1; 10:25 

I. Heb. 2:3-4 

I. Heb. 3:14 

I. Heb. 13:7; 5:12  

I. Heb. 6:4-8; 10:36-39 

I. Any other indicators through chapter 10? (Heb. 1:1-10:18) 

I. In summary fashion, how would you describe those to whom the book was written? 

I. External Evidence

I. Authenticitytc \l2 "Authenticity
I. Quoted as Scripture

I. Found in oldest extant manuscripts

I. Found in all the ancient catalogues of canonical books

I. Date of Writing; Location of Recipientstc \l2 "Date of Writing; Location of Recipients
I. From the internal evidence of Hebrews determine the location of the recipients.

I. What do the following verses suggest with respect to the time of writing of the epistle? (Note, for example, the verb tenses used; also compare versions) 

I. Heb. 7:8; 9:6-10; 13:10

I. Heb. 9:6 

I. Heb. 8:13 


A STUDY OF HEBREWS
Lesson 2

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions for Lesson 1

I.
Introduction and Background - Continued
I. Theme of the Letter: The Superiority of Christtc \l2 "Theme of the Letter: The Superiority of Christ
I. Read Hebrews and mark the following words, identifying what is being modified and identify the verses where they occur. 

I. better (e.g. better hope - Heb. 7:19)

I. excellent or more excellent

I. perfect or perfected 

I. new 

I. Summary: In Christ everything is better

I. A better messenger (Chapters 1 & 2)

I. A better apostle (Chapters 3 & 4)

I. A better (high) priest (Chapters 4 - 7)

I. A better covenant (Chapters 8 - 9)

I. With better promises

I. and a better hope

I. and a better possession

I. and a better country

I. and a better  life (resurrection)

I. A better tabernacle (Chapter  9)

I. A better sacrifice (Chapters 9 & 10)

I. A better way: faith (Chapters 11-13)

I. Purpose of the Epistletc \l2 "Purpose of the Epistle
I. What does the author claim is a reason for writing this letter (Heb. 13:22)? 

I. Mark the (Let us( family of words throughout Hebrews and the references. Note what the (let us( phrases call the readers to do. Summarize what the writer is attempting to do by the statements associated with this phrase? 

I. The Hebrew Christians were in danger.  What was their condition or risk as evidenced by the following verses?

I. Heb. 2:1-4 

I. Heb. 3:12-13 

I. Heb. 4:11-13 

I. Heb. 5:11

I. Heb. 10:19-31 

I. Heb. 12:25-29 

I. Two major ingredients contributed to many Jewish Christians losing their faith in Christ and going back to Judaism. What were they? 


(Acts 15:1-2; Gal. 5:1-6; Heb. 10:32-36; Acts 7:1ff)

I. Observations on the Style of Argument of Hebrewstc \l2 "Observations on the Style of Argument of Hebrews
 

The following comments are offered as observations of the text (and of other men) simply as aids in your study.  We will rely on text and context for our study of Hebrews, but in the course of our study perhaps some of the following will be useful to you as you investigate the text and its message.

I. Greek scholars recognize the book as (eloquent( in its style

I. Extensive vocabulary of the writer indicating familiarity with Greek philosophical writings

I. Some 152 words found nowhere else in the New Testament.

I. Words (in Greek) demonstrate a care for their sounds

I. Polumeros kai polutropos palai ho theos lalesas tois patrasin en tois prophetais (Heb. 1:1)

I. Several examples of impressively long sentences

I. Heb. 1:1-4; 5:7-10; 7:1-3; 10:19-25; 12:18-24

I. Use of oratorical imperatives

I. Heb. 3:1; 3:12; 10:32

I. (Skillful( use of paradox

I. Abel died but speaks (11:4)

I. Moses preferred the reproach of Christ above the riches of Egypt (11:26)

I. Moses saw the invisible (11:27)

I. Extensive use of antitheses, i.e. direct contrast; opposition

I. Two covenants, two sanctuaries, two priesthoods, two forms of worship

I. Contrasts of prophets, of Son and angels (1);  Jesus and Moses (3); infants and adults (5); Abel and Cain (11); Noah and the world (11); legitimate and illegitimate children (12).

I. Contrasts of blessing and cursing (6); many priests and the one priesthood (7); type and antitype (9); shadow and reality (10); the tent and the city (11); Sinai and Zion (12).

I. Some (special( styles of which to at least be aware

I. Inclusion: a method of arrangement that marks off a literary unit by restatement at the end of what was said at the beginning.

I. Heb. 5:5-10 - Christ...priest; God...priest

I. Heb. 7:20,28 - oath

I. Heb. 10:11,18 - offering

I. Hook words: beginning a paragraph with a word that was used in the closing of the preceding paragraph

I. Heb. 1:4 & 5 - (angels(
I. Heb. 2:13 & 14 - (children(
I. Heb. 6:12 & 13 - (promise(s)(
I. Heb. 10:39 & 11:1 - (faith(
I. Announcements/anticipations: A subject mentioned in passing which is not developed until later in the book

I. Purification for sins mentioned in Heb. 1:3 and 2:17, but not developed fully until chapters 9 & 10

I. Christ as high priest stated in 2:17 and 3.:1 but not treated fully until chapters 5 & 7 (beginning in 4:13)
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