Early Church History, Acts of the Apostles
 1.
Relation of Acts to the rest of the NT

Sequel to the gospels...Background to the epistles

[image: image1.wmf]
Time covered: c. 30-63 A.D.

 2.
Evidence and value of understanding this relationship

 a.
Confirms the gospel - Mk 16:19-20...Ac 14:3. See also Heb. 2:3-4

 b.
Explains the commission - Mt 28:19-20...Ac 2:14,37,38,41,42

 c.
Divine commentary on the promised mission of the Holy Spirit -Lk 24:48-49; Jn 14:26; 15:26,27; 16:13...Ac 1:1-8

 d.
Contains vital information concerning the church=s establishment, growth, work, and organization (univ. & Local) - Mt 16:15-18...Ac 2:36,41,47

 e.
Provides background information that enables us to better understand and appreciate the epistles - Example: 1 Co. 16:8-9. Likely referring to Ac. 19:19,20.

 3.
Outline: Ac. 1:8. Complete the outline:

?You shall be my ________________...@
$
?In _________________@ (ch. 1-7)

$
?In ___________________________@ (ch. 8-12)

$
?To ___________________________________@ (ch. 13-28)

Note: ?Acts of the Apostles@
The church

$
Established: ch. 1-7

$
Scattered: ch. 8-12

$
Extended: ch. 13-28

 4.
Design: Show the apostles carrying out their charge

The ?first account@ was about ?all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when He was taken up.@ He then goes back and picks up with the charge or commission to his apostles (Lk. 24:48-49; Ac. 1:2-5,8). His design then, in accord with this, is to show the ?Acts of the Apostles@ carrying out Jesus= charge to them relative to the gospel.
