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LESSON 1: The Necessity of Faith

Objective: Show why faith is necessary to be saved, and the good news of such a plan.

1) GOD IS RIGHT.

a) Why does God have the right to make the laws that establish what is the right way man must live? Gen. 1:1,26; 2:16

b) Why should men worship and serve God? Rom. 1:25.

c) What are the consequences when men refuse to acknowledge His rightful authority over them? Rom. 1:18,28,32

2) MAN MUST BE RIGHTEOUS TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.

a) What is sin? 1 Jn. 3:4; 5:17

b) What is the condition of man living in sin (that is, his condition relative to God)? Gen. 2:16-17; Isa. 59:2; Rom. 6:23; 1 Jn. 1:6

c) What if a man dies in his sinful condition? Mt. 25:30,41,46; Mk. 9:43,44

3) MAN IS NOT RIGHTEOUS, THEREFORE GRACE MUST ENTER IN.

a) There are only two ways to be righteous. What are they?

i) Rom. 10:5

ii) Rom. 4:4-8

b) Does anyone live without sin? Rom. 3:20,23; 4:15

c) Due to the riches of God’s ______________ we can be forgiven. Eph. 1:7

d) What is grace?

4) GOD HAS MADE HIS GRACE CONDITIONAL UPON FAITH.

a) All men who ever were found pleasing to God came to Him in _________. Heb. 11:6.

b) God still makes his grace, whereby we can be forgiven, conditional upon __________. Eph. 2:8-9.

Jn. 3:16; Mark 16:15-16; Ac. 16:30,31.

***NOTE: Go back and read only the capitalized sentences for a concise summation of this lesson. 

LESSON 1: Review

1) Memory verse: Eph. 2:8,9.

a) Be able to recite this verse by memory. 

b) Briefly state the context of chapters one through three. 

c) What is it that is not of ourselves, but is the gift of God? 

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it. 

a) Rom. 1:25

b) Rom. 1:18,32

c) 1 Jn. 3:4

d) Isa. 59:2

e) Mt. 25:30,41,46

Rom. 3:23

f) Eph. 1:7

g) Eph. 2:8

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words. (Use a dictionary for help if needed.) 

a) Righteous

b) Fellowship

c) Sin

d) Forgiveness

e) Faith

f) Grace

LESSON 1: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) God has the supreme authority to determine what is right because  (1) man allows him to (2) God doesn't have this right (3) as the Creator and Sustainer of all things including man, all things belong to Him, He is the Ruler of all, and all men are answerable to Him (4) society has generally agreed that His way is best and thus accepts it as the norm. 

2) Man ought to recognize (i.e., submit to, love and obey God) His authority because (1) mom and dad taught him to(2) he will certainly suffer the consequences of not doing so, for God is an omnipotent, omniscient, and impartial Judge who will render justice for all and to all (3) His gracious love and mercy has and is giving man all he is and has to enjoy (4) it is the American culture (5) since all things belong to Him as Creator, He is the Sovereign Proprietor, and all that man has he has been given to use and enjoy according to God's directions (6) the church so teaches. 

3) How one feels about a matter is the only criteria of whether one has sinned or not, i.e., if one feels he hasn't sinned, he hasn't. T F

4) Due to what sin is, the more ignorant I am of God's law the more liable I am to sin and not know it. T F 

5) We can get by if we just have a few sins, especially if they are just little ones. T F 

6) The final consequences of man's sin if continued in and not forgiven will be (1) physical death (2) a few troubles on earth (3) he will cease to exist after death (4) eternal punishment at the hands of an offended and angry God (5) eternal separation from God and all the joy and peace that springs from Him (6) a temporary time of punishment after which he will be forgiven (7) a second chance to repent and serve God (8) an eternity of torment evidenced by weeping and gnashing of teeth.

7) Once a man is a sinner, he is separated from the righteous God. What is his only hope to have the cause of his alienation to be removed and for him to be saved? 

8) What is another word for under-served favor and goodwill?

9) Through the undeserved favor, goodwill, and lovingkindness of God we have received (1) universal salvation without any conditions (2) a plan for man to be redeemed from his sins through the blood of Christ (3) nothing. 

10) People who do not believe will be saved by the grace of God as long as they are good moral people. T F

11) Abraham was saved because he was the head of God's chosen race. T F 

LESSON 1: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) Many in this age are not concerned about Christ and the gospel. List several possible reasons that may account for so careless an attitude. 

2) Is the man who tells a lie just as guilty before God as the man who murders? If so, why? Does man consider both acts to be of the same magnitude? If no, why? 

3) Sin can be pleasurable, Heb. 11:25. How then can we persuade men to cease that which they enjoy? 

4) Analyze the thinking of the man who pays his debts, provides for his family, doesn't drink or run around, and says he is just as good as those church members. 

LESSON 1: Learning...to Teach

In teaching others in the knowledge of God it is not always expedient nor even possible to reach for a concordance to find the verses needed. The purpose of this exercise is to learn the location and content of verses so that they will be readily available. Planting these verses in our hearts and minds will equip us to be more able teachers, strengthen our faith, and allow the Holy Spirit to more fully rule our lives.

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


 Scripture and Key Phrase

1) God has the authority to set the standard of right to which man is answerable.

2) Man must be righteous to have fellowship with God.

3) Man is not righteous. (All men sin.)

4) What is sin?

5) The final consequences of being found in sin is to be eternally lost in hell.

6) The only hope man has is to be forgiven of his sins by the grace of God.

7) To please God (gain his favor, or grace) man has always been required to put his trust in God.

8) Today, by the grace of God, man can be saved from his sins through faith in His Son. (Memory verse.)

LESSON 2: The Object of Faith

Objective: Show what one must believe to be saved.

1) FAITH IS NECESSARY TO BE IN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. (See Lesson #1.)

a) Why is it important to be in fellowship with God?

b) What does faith have to do with fitting us for fellowship with God?

2) THIS FAITH IS OBEDIENT TRUST IN GOD AS HE HAS REVEALED HIMSELF.

a) What is the proper source of faith? Rom. 10:17

b) Pleasing faith is more than merely a belief that God "is." It is a belief that He is true and reliable in all that He says and does. Heb. 11:6; Rom. 4:19-21. Can you think of a synonym for faith that aptly describes such an attitude on the part of man toward God?

c) Such faith will cause a person to do what? Rom. 1:5; 16:26

3) THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST HAS NOW BEEN REVEALED.

a) Briefly, what is the content of the four books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? Mk. 1:1...16:15; Jn. 20:31

b) What does the word "gospel" mean?

c) What has the Father in heaven done for us in redemption? Jn. 3:16

d) What has the Son of God done for us in redemption? 1 Co. 15:1-4

i) Was the Son of God truly human, living in the flesh as a man? Jn. 1:14; 1 Jn. 4:1-2

ii) Was and is the Son of God divine, worthy of our worship and praise? Jn. 1:1-4,14,18; 20:28-31

iii) Does He have authority to rule our lives? Ac. 2:36; 5:31

e) What did the Holy Spirit do in the work of redemption? Jn. 1:29-34; 16:13; Lk. 12:10-12; Heb. 2:3-4

f) Men  taught and baptized into whom? Mt. 28:19-20 (To see what it means to be baptized into someone, compare 1 Co. 1:13,15; 10:2; Gal. 3:27.)

4) FAITH IN THIS GOSPEL IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION.

a) What were the apostles to preach for people to believe? Mk. 16:15,16; Rom. 1:16

b) Must people believe this today? Jude 3; Gal. 1:6-9

***NOTE: Go back and read only the capitalized sentences for a concise summation of this lesson.

LESSON 2: Review

1) Memory verse: Mk. 16:15,16

a) Be able to recite this verse by memory.

b) What is the "gospel" in the context?

c) Does "into all the world...to all creation" refer to geography (to every corner of the globe to every living individual) or to race (both Jews and Gentiles)? Compare Mt. 10:5,6; Acts 8:1; 11:1; 12:1-3; 15:2.

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) Rom. 10:17

b) Mk. 1:1

c) Jn. 3:16

d) Jn. 20:31

e) Jn. 16:13

f) Mt. 28:19

g) Mk. 16:15,16

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Faith

b) Revelation

c) Gospel

LESSON 2: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) Men who believe in the existence of God and are good men morally will surely not be condemned to hell, even though they may not know and believe the gospel of Christ. T F

2) The "gospel" one must believe to be saved is found in (1) Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (2) Acts (3) Romans (4) the Revelation of John.

3) Jesus is (1) the Holy Spirit (2) the Father (3) the Son of God (4) the Christ of the Old Testament (5) the anointed King of God's people (6) the Savior of the world (7) a great and good philosopher, but only a man (8) an idea only.

4) Match:

· Father

· Son

· Holy Spirit

· 
Lord and Christ; Prince and Savior; Ruler and Redeemer

· So loved the world He gave His Son to die for man

· Confirmed Jesus to be the Christ and revealed and confirmed the gospel of Christ

5) In the Scriptures, there are (1) three (2) (3) four (4) one being/beings said to be "God" or to possess Deity. 

6) Matthew 28:19 means that we must say, "I baptize you into the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit" when we baptize someone.

7) For my faith in Christ to grow I must (1) study the Word of God (2) just pray more (3) just hope it strong enough (4) none of these things.

8) Jesus' body actually rose from the grave. T F

9) Jesus is Divine and is worthy of worship and obedience as God. T F

10) Jesus is worthy of my trust and reliance as my King and Savior because (1) my parents said so (2) so many others believe on Him (3) He is the only begotten Son of God (4) everyone has to believe in somebody.

LESSON 2: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) After studying the object of faith necessary to salvation, explain the bearing this would have on the conversion of children?  Morons? What, if anything, would it tell you about accountability to God?

2) What bearing could our lesson have on the practice of using those who are themselves untaught to canvass an area to gain quick "commitments" to Christ? Is there a danger of such in the common "campaigns for Christ"? Explain.

3) Do you believe, with the information contained in this lesson, you could tell someone what they needed to believe to be saved? If not, why not? If there is anything we have left out, add it here.

4) Do you believe the great commission (Mk. 16:15,16; Mt. 28:19,20; Lk. 24:47,48) is the "marching orders for the church"? If yes, explain why. If no, explain why.

LESSON 2: Learning...to Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) Faith in God is not simply the belief that he is, but also involves trust in Him to do what he has revealed.

2) It is required that man believe the "gospel" to be saved. The other alternative is to be condemned for one's sins. (Memory Verse)

3) Teaching men the gospel involves teaching about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

4) The gospels were written to produce faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.

5) To say that Jesus is the "Son of God" involves his:

a) Deity

b) Humanity

c) Death, burial, and resurrection for our sins (His purpose)

d) Authority

LESSON 3: Faith and Obedience

Objective: To set forth the relationship between faith and works.

1) FAITH IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION. (See previous lessons.)

a) Three beings, all possessing the nature of God, are responsible for our salvation. Who are they?

b) What must one believe to be saved?

2) HOWEVER, JUST BECAUSE ONE MAY HAVE SOMETHING THAT CAN BE CALLED "FAITH" DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY THAT HE IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD.

a) If faith alone is enough to save a person, who will be saved? Jam. 2:19; Mk. 1:24

b) Do you believe the Holy Spirit knew what He was talking about when He said these people believed in Christ? Jn. 12:42,43

c) Would their faith save them? Mk. 8:38

3) THE FAITH UPON WHICH GOD PROMISES HIS BLESSINGS MAY BE INSEPARABLY LINKED WITH CERTAIN ACTS OF OBEDIENCE.

a) Read Jam. 2:14-26.

i) Was Abraham a Christian?

ii) When acts of obedience are required by faith, a faith that lacks these is what kind of faith?

iii) Works growing out of faith _______________________ faith rather than nullify it.

b) Hebrews 11 is sometimes called the faith chapter of the Bible. In it are examples of men who God blessed because of their faith.

i) Noah was saved from the flood by his faith, v. 7. 

ii) HOW did his faith save him

iii) WHEN did his faith save him?

iv) Israel conquered Jericho by faith, v. 30. 

v) HOW did their faith bring Jericho's defeat?

vi) WHEN did their faith bring Jericho’s defeat?

vii) Did either of these examples rule out Gods grace because the peoples works were involved? Compare Genesis 6:8; Joshua 6:2,16.

4) CONFUSION AND ERROR RESULT WHEN ONE FAILS TO DISTINGUISH THE VARIOUS WORKS OF THE SCRIPTURES.

a) What kind of works are sexual uncleanness, idolatry, and drunkenness? Gal 5:19ff

b) Read carefully Rom. 9:30-10:5. The Jews attempted to be righteous by works, but certainly not the kind called works of the flesh. They failed in their attempt. The Gentiles, however, gained righteousness. What is it that the Gentiles had that the Jews with their works lacked?

c) Do you believe you ought to be allowed to explain what you mean by the terms that you use? If so, should we make Paul (the writer of the Roman letter) mean works that are the result of faith in Christ or works that are without faith in Christ in Romans 4:2-5?

d) If a man could keep the law of God perfectly, he would be uncondemned or justified by his own life of works. He would need no savior (the Christ) for he would have no sin. The reward for sinlessness would be owed to him (a debt - something due) and he would certainly have reason to boast about his works. However, the works that a sinner does out of faith in and an appeal to a Savior leaves no room for boasting. His reward is a matter of the grace of the Giver. Think about this in the light of Romans 4:1-8.

e) What prompts or causes the works of the following verses? Luke 6:46; Galatians 5:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:3

f) Is faith itself ever called a work? John 6:28,29

5) THERE ARE WORKS GROWING OUT OF FAITH THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

a) This lesson does not prove that there are such works necessary to salvation, but it does show that if God commands such acts to be done out of faith in Him, these works in no way nullify salvation by grace through faith.

b) Read James 2:22.

***NOTE: Go back and read only the capitalized sentences for a concise summation of this lesson.

LESSON 3: Review

1) Memory verse: Jam. 2:22.

a) Be able to recite this verse by memory.

b) To whom is this written?

c) If this is written to Christians, how can we legitimately apply it to the faith of those becoming Christians? (This objection is raised by those who believe in "faith only." We are obligated to explain why we believe the verse has a wider application than the application to those Christians.)

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) Jam. 2:19 or Mark 1:24 or John 12:42,43

b) Jam. 2:14-26 or Heb. 11:7,30

c) Gal. 5:19

d) Rom. 9:30-10:5

e) Gal. 5:6

f) Jam. 2:22

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Work

b) Perfect (as used in memory verse)

LESSON 3: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) There is more than one kind of faith spoken of in the Bible. T F

2) There is more than one kind of works spoken of in the bible. T F

3) Works necessary to salvation are (1) the works of the Law of Moses (2) those things the Son of God has commanded today (3) those things a church may deem necessary (4) none.

4) Man can boast and say God owes him something if he is saved by (1) doing what God says in appeal to God as a sinner (2) living perfectly (3) inventing his own method of redemption.

5) A faith that lacks obedience is a (1) dead faith (2) living faith (3) completed faith (4) no faith at all.

6) The demons believe that Jesus is the Son of God. T F

7) Eph. 2:8,9 teaches that man is justified by grace through faith, not of works. The works spoken of here are repentance, confession, and baptism. T F

8) Faith acceptable to God is (1) simply to accept Jesus as your personal Savior apart from any other acts (2) to accept Jesus as the Divine King and Redeemer and as such obey His will (3) a faith perfected by obedience (4) the faith that shows firm trust and reliance on God by humbly doing whatever He says.

9) If salvation by faith does not exclude obedience, and the Son of God has enjoined other steps of obedience necessary to initially having remission of sins in Him, then one is saved (1) at the point of faith and before these other steps are taken (2) after his faith has evidenced itself in obedience to these other requirements (3) before he believes, due to God's mercy (4) none of these-faith does exclude any other acts or "works."

10) Once one is a Christian, faith perfected by ___________________ is still necessary to be accepted by God.

11) Is "faith" ever called a "work" in the Bible?

12) The book of Romans teaches than man CANNOT be saved by (1) works apart from faith in Christ (2) any works (3) faith (4) faith with works.

LESSON 3: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) Consider the following argument:

· Premise 1: Man is saved without works, Rom. 4:4,5

· Premise 2: Baptism is a work

· Conclusion: Man is saved without baptism.

Show what is wrong with this argument.

2) Construct a parallel argument to the above using "faith" that shows the absurdity of the above argument. (Give book, chapter, verse.)

· Premise 1: Man is saved without works, Rom. 4:4,5

· Premise 2:

· Conclusion:

3) True enough, the failure to understand and apply the lesson we studied accounts for much of the error taught in the denominational world in regard to how to be saved. However, brethren are liable to the same failure (Jam. 2:14f was written to brethren) in regard to other matters. Can you think of some examples? (James gives one.)

4) Do you have faith in the devil? If "no," reconcile your answer with the fact that the devil does exist. If "yes," reconcile your answer with the fact that we must have faith in Christ to be saved.

LESSON 3: Learning...to Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) Men can "faith" and still be lost. (Do not use memory verse here.)

2) Three kinds of "works" mentioned in the New Testament are:

a) Works of the flesh

b) Works of law granting righteousness apart from faith

c) Works of obedience to Christ

3) An example that the faith that brings God's blessings may be inseparable from certain acts of obedience

4) The doctrine that man can be justified by faith only apart from any other works is contrary to the Scriptures (memory verse)

5) The Roman writer clearly destroys the idea we need do no works n other passages in his letter.

6) The Ephesian writer clearly indicated that the "works" of Eph. 2:9 by which we are not saved are not the works done in obedience to Christ.

LESSON 4: Repentance

Objective: To show that repentance is a work of faith essential to salvation and what that repentance is.

1) OBEDIENT FAITH IN THE GOSPEL IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION (Previous lessons.)

a) Is salvation by faith alone a Bible teaching?

b) What three kinds of works are spoken of in the Scriptures?

2) THAT FAITH IMPLANTS IN THE HEART THAT WHICH MOTIVATES REPENTANCE

a) What is repentance? 1 Kings 8:47,48; Matt. 12:41; Jonah 3:5-10

b) What has God done to cause repentance?

i) Rom. 2:4

ii) Rev. 2:5; 17:30

iii) What produces repentance according to 2 Cor. 7:9-10?

Note: Man must have faith in what these Scriptures state or his heart will not be affected.

c) Suppose a man is sorry even to the point of shedding tears. Does this in itself prove that he has repented? 2 Cor. 7:9-10. 

d) If a person is scared to meet God, is this necessarily evidence he has repented? Acts 24:25

3) FAITH IS PERFECTED BY FRUITS OF REPENTANCE

a) What are the fruits brought about by repentance? Luke 3:7-14

b) The people Peter spoke to in Jerusalem approximately 50 days after they had Jesus crucified would evidence they had a change of will towards Jesus by doing what? Acts 2:36-38

4) THUS WE SEE REPENTANCE AS A WORK OF FAITH ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

a) Read Acts 3:19. Would these people repent if they did not believe what Peter said about Jesus? Consider the word "therefore" and its bearing on this question. 

b) Did you repent when you obeyed the gospel?  What does it now demand of you?

LESSON 4: Review

1) Memory verse: Acts 3:19

a) Be able to recite this verse by memory.

b) To whom was this spoken?

c) What is the significance of the word "therefore" in relation to out first two lessons? (Read the context, vv. 11f.) 

d) What is the difference between a passive and an active verb?

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) 1 Kings 8:47,48 or Mt. 12:41 with Jonah 3:5-10

b) Rom. 2:4 or 1 Jn. 4:19

c) Rev. 2:5 or Acts 17:30,31

d) 2 Cor. 7:10

e) Lk. 3:7-14

f) Acts 3:19

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Motive

b) Godly

c) Repentance

d) Fruit

LESSON 4: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) The basic meaning of the word "repentance" is (1) faith (2) a change of will (3) sorrow (4) love (5) all of these (6) none of these.

2) One in disobedience to God must have a change of wil towards God before he can be saved. T F

3) When one who has heard the truth breaks down in tears and trembling it is evidence he has repented. T F

4) Respectful trust, love, and fear prompt that godly sorrow that (1) motivates repentance (2) results in repentance (3) is a consequence of repentance.

5) A change of one's life is the (1) motivation to (2) result of repentance.

6) Would repentance demand that a drunkard quit drinking? A liar quit lying? An idolater to give up his idol? An adulterer to give up his relationship?

7) A man can repent toward God even though he does not know Him. T F

8) If a man continues in sin, but does so in ignorance, God will overlook his sin. T F

9) People in foreign countries who are ignorant of the existence of the gospel of Christ (1) are safe (2) will be saved at the end (3) must repent and turn to God to be saved (4) do not have an eternal soul.

10) Repentance involves sorrow for sin and a change in one's life. T F

LESSON 4: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) Sometimes people wonder where a preacher gets the right to tell people who are living in adultery that they must separate to become Christians. If indeed they have the right, explain why. Give scriptures to support your answer.

2) Some teach that faith comes after repentance and quote Mark 1:15. If you believe faith must precede repentance, then explain:

a) Why?

b) What Mark 1:15 means?

LESSON 4: Learning...to Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) The word "repentance" basically means a change of will.

2) God commands all men everywhere to repent.

3) Repentance is a work of faith exxential to salvaton. (Memory verse)

4) Godly sorrow causes repentance.

5) A change of life is the result for fruit of repentance.

6) What is sin?

LESSON 5: Confession

Objective: To show confession of faith in Christ is a work of faith essential to salvation and distinguish that confession from other confessions of Scripture.

1) PENITENT FAITH IN THE GOSPEL IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION. (Previous lessons.)

a) We say a "penitent faith." What is the relationship between faith and repentance?

b) Man is saved by what kind of faith?

2) SUCH FAITH MOTIVATES AND DEMANDS SUPREME ALLEGIANCE

Read Mk 8:34-38.

a) To follow Jesus Christ one must be willing to lose even his ________________.

b) Is there any difference in being "ashamed" and in being "embarrassed"? If so, what? 

3) CONFESSION OF THAT FAITH, THEN, IS A NATURAL OUTGROWTH OF IT

a) What would you need to know about a person to baptize him in the name of Christ? Acts 8:35-39

b) How would you know it?

c) Read 1 Timothy 6:12-13.

i) If someone wrote to you about "the good confession" without explaining what it is, could it be assumed that "the good confession" was common knowledge to both you and the writer?

ii) What was the good confession that Jesus bore witness to by His death? Compare Mt. 26:63-66; 27:40,43; Mk 15:39; Lk. 23:35; Jn. 19:7

d) Note: There are other confessions spoken of in the New Testament other than the one a person makes out of faith in Christ to be saved.

i) James 5:16; 1 John 1:9

ii) Romans 14:10-11

4) THUS WE SEE CONFESSION OF ONES FAITH AS A WORK OF FAITH ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

Read Rom. 10:9-10.

a) Who refused to confess Jesus as the Christ, 9:30-10:1?

b) Would they have to confess him to be saved?

c) What does it mean to confess Jesus as "Lord"?

Note: This passage teaches that one confesses the faith he has in his heart. Compare lesson 2.

LESSON 5: Review

1) Memory verse: Rom. 10:9,10

a) Be able to recite this verse by memory.

b) Contextually, what people did Paul have particularly in view?

c) Why would it be difficult for them to confess Jesus as the Christ?

d) What is the significance of the "s" (or "eth") on "believeS" (or "believETH")? How does it relate to the phrase, "confession is made"?

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) Mark 8:34-38

b) Acts 8:35-38 or 1 Tim. 6:12,13

c) Rom. 10:9,10

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Confession

b) Embarrassed

c) Ashamed

d) The difference in "embarrassed" and "ashamed"

LESSON 5: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) To confess is to (1) declare openly, speak out freely (2) repent (3) change one's mind in regard to sin (4) believe the testimony of Christ (5) be baptized.

2) Confession of Christ includes being unashamed of His teaching. T F

3) The confession one must make to be saved (as in Rom. 10:9) is that (1) God for Christ' sake has pardoned my sins (2) Jesus is Lord (30 Jesus is the Son of God (4) I am a sinner (5) none.

4) While confession is necessary, if it would cause embarrassment or trouble on the job or in the home, it can be dispensed with. T F

5) Since life is most important, if confession of Christ would cost my life, God would make an exception and I wouldn't have to confess Him under those circumstances. R F

6) Identify three confessions spoken of in the Bible:

7) What is one of the things you would need to know about a person who presents his or her self as a subject for baptism that would necessitate a confession?

8) From Romans 10:9 we (1) can (2) cannot conclude tht confession is as necessary for salvation as faith.

9) All men will one day confess Christ. T F

10) Every penitent believer must make a confession of his faith before an assembly of the church to be saved. T F

LESSON 5: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) Just exactly what must one say in order to confess Christ? Give scriptures...and be careful! When must he confess it?

2) Would confession of Christ demand standing for the truth concerning one faith, one baptism, the church, repentance and its fruits, a godly life, etc.? If no, explain. If yes, explain and give scriptures to support your answer.

LESSON 5: Learning...to Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) One may believe, but refuse to confess.

2) One must confess Jesus as Lord to be saved.

3) The New Testament speaks of:

4) Confession of sins

5) A universal confession of Christ made by all men at the end

6) Faith is a prerequisite to scriptural baptism. A confession of that faith is then in order in the presence of the baptizer. (Give example.)

LESSON 6: The Design of Baptism

Objective: To show that baptism is a work of faith essential to salvation.

1) A PENITENT, CONFESSING FAITH IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION (Previous lessons)

a) Read carefully Mark 2:1-5.

i) What did Jesus literally "see"?

ii) When you see a man evidence his repentance by confessing his faith in Jesus Christ before men, can it be said that you are "seeing his faith"?

b) The gospel was made known to all nations leading to "_____________________ ___________________." Rom. 16:26.

2) BAPTISM IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

a) All "___________________________________" are "in Christ" (i.e., in relationship with Christ). Eph. 1:3.

i) How does one get to be "in Christ"? Gal. 3:27

b) Who are the heirs of the blessings God has in store for man? Rom. 8:16-17

i) How many of the Galatian believers were children of God? Gal. 3:26-27

c) What is the church according to Eph. 1:22-23?

i) Where is man reconciled to God? Eph. 2:16

ii) Christ is the Savior of what? Eph. 5:23

iii) How does a person enter the body of Christ? 1 Cor. 12:13

d) Who are "justified" or "freed" from sin? Rom. 6:7-8

i) How are we buried with Christ into death? Rom. 6:4

e) Like Noah was saved through water, so today baptism "___________ _____________________." 1 Pt. 3:21

f) Saul was told to arise and be baptized for what purpose? Acts 22:16

g) Read these accounts of conversion and then answer the questions following. Acts 2:36-47; 8:26-40; 9:1-19; 22:5-16; 16:19-34.

i) What were these people told baptism would do for them?

ii) How soon were they baptized after being taught?

iii) Does the Holy Spirit record their rejoicing before or after baptism?

iv) Letters written to these people later are written in such a way as to imply that they understood baptism was essential to heir salvation. Rom. 6:3; 1 Pt. 3:21; Gal. 3:27.

Note: There is no case in the New Testament where it can be shown that the subjects of the baptism authorized by Christ did not understand it was to obtain the remission of sins.

3) BAPTISM IS A WORK OF FAITH

a) The apostle Peter wrote that baptism is not a "___________________________ ____________________________________." 1 Pt. 3:21

b) Had the Holy Spirit not revealed that we must be baptized to be saved and given us the reasons to motivate us, we would not be baptized. Thus it is said, "_________________________________ we were all baptized into one body..." 1 Cor. 12:13.

c) Baptism is a result of hearing and believing the gospel. Mt. 28:19; Ac. 2:41; 19:4-5.

4) THUS WE SEE BAPTISM AS A WORK OF FAITH ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

Complete: "And Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ _______________________________________ ______________; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Acts 2:38

LESSON 6: Review

1) Memory verse: Acts 2:38

a) What was the attitude of Peter's audience to Jesus before his sermon? (Note v. 23.)

b) Did they come to believe that Jesus was truly the Christ before or after Peter's statement in v. 38? Substantiate your answer from the context.

c) What in the context would lead you to believe that they understood baptism to be essential to their salvation?

d) What does "in the name of Jesus Christ" tell you about baptism? (See the objective of lesson 6.)

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) Gal. 3:26,27 or 1 Cor. 12:13 or Rom. 6:3,4 or 1 Pt. 3:21 or Acts 22:16

b) Acts 22:16

c) Acts 2:41 or 8:36 or 9:18 or 16:33

d) Acts 2:42,46 or 8:39 or 9:19 or 16:34

e) Rom. 6:3 or 1 Pt. 3:21 or Gal. 3:27

f) Mt. 28:19 or Ac. 2:41 or 19:4,5

g) Acts 2:38

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Baptism

b) Urgent

c) Type (as in Bible types)

d) Antitype

LESSON 6: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) Baptism puts a person (1) into Christ (2) into the death of Christ (3) into the body of Christ

2) Baptism stands between the individual and becoming a child of God. T F

3) Peter says that baptism does not really save—it is just a figure of having been saved. T F

4) Saul was told to arise and be baptized because his sins had been washed away. T F

5) In the New Testament when people desired to be baptized, they would wait (1) a week (2) a month (3) six months (4) none of these.

6) People rejoiced at being saved (1) before (2) after baptism.

7) What were people told that baptism was for?

8) Later letters written to New Testament Christians indicated that they understood that baptism put them into Christ where salvation is found. T F

9) Baptism "in the name of Jesus Christ" is (1) an outward symbol of already being in fellowship with Christ (2) for the remission of sins (3) a routine sacrament of the church for those desiring to be identified with than denomination.

10) Baptism for the remission of sins is an act of faith in the gospel. T F

LESSON 6: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) In November of 1926 Daniel Sommer met J.N. Cowan in debate. Brother Sommer, while believing that baptism was for the remission of sins, yet contended that one who was baptized to obey the Savior was saved, whether he understood the design of baptism at the time or not. There are those who contend for the same thing today. Do you agree or disagree? Why?

2) Is it possible for a person to be brought up in a Baptist Church, taught by Baptist preachers, and reared by Baptist parents, and yet to independently reach the conclusion from Bible study that baptism is for the remission of sins? (Note we do not say, "Is it probable?" but, "Is it possible?") If a person so reared and taught, had been baptized in a Baptist church building, by a Baptist preacher, yet says that he understood at the time of his baptism that he was being baptized for the remission of sins and not to get into the Baptist Church, would you demand he be baptized again before you have fellowship with him? If yes, why? If no, why?

LESSON 6: Learning...To Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) Subjects of New Testament baptism were told that the design of baptism was for the remission of sins.

2) Urgency attended New Testament baptism.

3) People rejoiced after baptism in the New Testament.

4) Letters written to Christians imply that they understood that the design of baptism was for the remission of sins.

5) Baptism is a work of faith essential to salvation. (Memory verse)

LESSON 7: The One Baptism

Objective: To set forth the characteristics of the baptism essential to salvation.

1) REPENTANCE, CONFESSION, AND BAPTISM OUT OF FAITH IN THE GOSPEL ARE ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION (Previous lessons)

a) In tracts, on radio, and television people are told to "receive Jesus now as your personal Savior," meaning that if they will only believe they will at that moment be saved. Is this correct? If not, why not?

b) One of the passages often referred to in order to justify such an appeal is Revelation 3:20. Read it. Now, look at verse 14 and note to whom this was spoken. Had these people been baptized?

2) HOWEVER, THERE ARE SEVERAL BAPTISMS SPOKEN OF IN THE BIBLE AND PRACTICED IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD

a) In the Bible we read of:

i) Holy Spirit baptism, Ac 1:5

ii) John's baptism, Ac 19:3,4

iii) Jesus baptism by John, Mt 3:13-15 

iv) Baptism of suffering, Lk. 12:50 

v) Israel's baptism to Moses, 1 Co 10:1,2 

vi) Water baptism, Ac 8:36-39

b) In the religious world there are:

i) Triune baptism

ii) Sprinkling

iii) Pouring

iv) Immersion

v) Infant baptism

vi) Baptism for dead people

c) Which one, if any particular one, is the baptism of faith essential to salvation?

3) ANY BAPTISM WILL NOT SAVE

a) We have already learned that baptism must grow out of faith.

i) How does this apply to the man who is baptized only to please his wife? To infant baptism?

ii) Can you think of other aplications?

b) What else must be done to be a scriptural candidate for baptism? (Lessons 1-5)

c) Read Acts 19:1-5.

i) The apostle taught them and baptized them again, this time "________________ _________________________________." See Acts 4:12. (Note: "Name" does not refer to "J-e-s-u-s," but to the person himself.)

d) We are interested in the baptism upon which remission of sins has been promised. It is not:

e) Holy Spirit baptism. Acts 1:2,4,5

i) Note in your Bible carefully the pronouns following verse two. Who was this baptism for?

ii) (Note that the "you" in Mt. 3:11 is indefinite. To make it include all of John's audience would make it include even the rebellious Pharisees, vv. 7-10. John emphasized who would be administering it; Jesus in Acts one clearly states who it was promised to.)

iii) John's baptism. Acts 19:1-5

iv) Jesus' baptism. John 1:31-34

(1) Some want to be baptized like Jesus. But he was not baptized for the remission of sins for he had none. What was the purpose of his baptism?

(2) Can anyone be baptized for the same reason today?

v) Baptism of suffering- for Jesus.. Luke 12:50. 

vi) Moses' baptism-for Israel. 1 Cor. 10:1-2.

4) THERE ARE FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

a) Right candidate

i) People are to be ____________________ and baptized upon that teaching. Mt. 28:19 (Lessons 1-6)

b) Right Design, or Purpose

i) Baptism is to obtain ________________________________ Ac. 2:38 (Lesson 6)

c) Right Act

i) "__________ Philip and the eunuch" went down into the water. If baptism was sprinkling or pouring would this have been necessary, especially in view of the circumstances (desert country, change of clothes)? Ac 8:35-39

d) Right substance

i) Choose one: Holy Spirit; fire; water. Ac 8:35-39; 10:47

Q: Can anyone be baptized in any other way and be baptized "in the name of Jesus Christ" (upon faith in Him and by His authority)? Acts 2:38

5) THUS WE SEE THE ONE AND ONLY ONE BAPTISM COMMON TO ALL SAVED PEOPLE

a) Read Eph. 4:5. How many Gods? Lords? Spirits? Hopes? Bodies? Faiths? Baptisms?

b) This baptism is authorized by Jesus Christ for all men for all time. Mt. 28:18-20

LESSON 7: Review

1) Memory verse: Eph. 4:5

a) Who made this platform of unity known?

b) Who are to be unified on this platform (in context)?

c) Does this verse mean that a Christian cannot belong to the YMCA (another "body")? Or that it is wrong to "hope" to graduate? Or that Christians in that day had experienced no other baptisms?

2) Beside each of the following references, write the point made in the lesson in connection with it.

a) Acts 19:1-5

b) Mt. 28:19

c) Acts 2:38

d) Acts 8:35-39

e) Acts 8:3-39 or 10:47

f) Eph. 4:5

3) Write a paragraph tying these points together logically. Include the reference for each point.

4) Define in your own words.

a) Candidate

b) Design

c) Act

d) Substance

e) Common

LESSON 7: Comprehension Exercise

The multiple choice questions may have more than one correct answer. When there is more than one correct choice possible, indicate all the possibilities. T F = True or False.

Write at least one verse (from the lesson outline or your notes) that supports your answer.

1) The "one baptism" of Eph. 4:5 is (1) the only baptism mentioned at all in the New Testament (2) the only baptism common to all Christians.

2) The proper candidate for baptism is a penitent, confessing believer. T F

3) The reason infants are not to be baptized is because they cannot be immersed in water. T F

4) A believer who was unwilling to change anything in his life that would not be in harmony with the will of God would be lacking what trait of the proper candidate for baptism? (1) Faith (2) Repentance (3) Confession

5) Three things involved in the "one baptism" are (1) proper candidate (2) right administrator (3) location (4) substance (5) act itself (mode) (6) running water.

6) A penitent believer ashamed or afraid to confess his faith could be baptized scripturally with the hope he would grow out of it. T F

7) Baptism in the New Testament was expedited where there was "_____________ __________________." John 3:23

8) (1) Both Philip and the eunuch (2) Philip (3) the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized the eunuch, thus lending evidence to the fact that the act of baptism is (1) immersion (2) sprinkling or pouring and that the "one baptism" is (1) water baptism (2) Holy Spirit baptism.

9) Various churches practicing different baptisms would all be unified in the Spirit as long as they taught faith in Christ and that baptism was necessary. T F

10) Baptism commanded of all men is (1) water baptism (2) Holy Spirit baptism.

LESSON 7: Applying What We Have Learned

The following are for class discussion. Give them some thought. Make necessary notes so that you will be able to recall these thoughts in class.

1) From the standpoint of our lesson, explain one fault with the ecumenical movements of our time.

2) Could you baptize a person who yet believed it is scriptural to worship God with instrumental music? Explain your answer, whether it is yes or no. If "yes," are there any circumstances where this could be a reason not to baptize a person? Explain.

3) Which of the four characteristics of the one baptism essential to salvation did the disciples in Ephesus not satisfy? Acts 19:1-7

LESSON 7: Learning...to Teach

Learn one verse that will either answer the question and/or prove the statement in each of the following. On the right hand side of the paper put the scripture and a key phrase from that scripture that directly relates to the answer of the question or proof of the statement. Usually two or three words will be sufficient. It is not necessary to memorize the verses.


Scripture and Key Phrase

1) One baptism was to be taught to and commanded of all nations untothe end of the world.

2) The proper candidate for baptism is:

a) A believer

b) Penitent

c) Confessing

3) Baptism is immersion.

4) The substance of the one baptism is water.

5) There is one baptism common to all saved people. (Memory verse)

6) Just any baptism will not save.

Final Review

Put appropriate scriptures from our lessons in the parentheses ( ) and fill in the blanks with the proper answer.

Lesson 1: The Necessity of Faith

God, being our Creator, infinite in wisdom and poser, has set the standard by which all the conduct of man is to be measured (               ). The man whose life is in perfect harmony with this standard is "righteous" and the man who fails is "unrighteous."  God has said he cuts off from his fellowship every man whose life fails to accord with His standard (               ). This presents a problem, and a problem of tremendous import, for all men violate the law, or in other words, "_________" (               ). Thus, all men stand condemned. The final consequences of being found in such a condition is to be eternally lost in hell       (               ).

What can man do? He has ruined his record with his errors, and what has been done cannot be undone. The only other alternative is for his transgression to be "covered" or "_____________________," Rom. 4:6-8. But this implies good-will, or "grace," on the part of the one wronged (               ). God, in His great love and mercy, has extended to sinful man his good-will and lovingkindness in the opportunity to be forgiven and reenter His fellowship. This grace has been made conditional upon ____________ according to (               ) which says, 



(               )

Lesson 2: The Object of Faith

This raises some questions. What is "faith"? Faith is the belief of testimony, Rom. 10:17. And when the thing testified is not a matter of personal experience nor can be based on empirical knowledge, it implies faith in the trustworthiness of the one giving the testimony—his knowledge of the facts, his faithfulness in reporting them, and in God's case His ability to carry out whatever promises (good and bad) He has made in the testimony (               ).

But is it simply faith in the existence of God and in the fact of His faithfulness that allows God to count the unrighteous man righteous? Even the devils believe these things. In the process of time God determined to reveal how forgiveness could be consistent with His justice and thus how sinful man could be rescued from the tragedy of his own sin. This good news is found in four books of our Bible: ________________, _____________, ___________, and _________. The theme of these letters is that Jesus is the _____________, the ___________ of ____________ (               ). This grand proposition involves the deity of the Son (               ), the humanity of the Son (               ), the authority of the Son (               ), and His death, burial, and resurrection for our sins (               ). Men were to be taught of the Father's love in sending him, and of the Holy Spirit's revelation and confirmation of him, and to be baptized on their faith in this truth (               ). According to Mark's account, after his resurrection he commissioned his ambassadors thusly: 



(               )

Lesson 3: Faith and Obedience

Some have erroneously concluded that at the point one has faith in Jesus as the Son of God he is at that point saved and counted righteous by God without and before any other acts of obedience. However, there were  those in New Testament times who did believe and yet were lost (               ). The reason that some have reached these conclusions is because it is said I Romans 4 that to be saved by grace is to do no work ("does not work"). Therefore, to make salvation conditional on any other acts of obedience would be to make our salvation conditional upon "works" and thus invalidate "grace." Their reasoning goes something like this:

· Premise 1: Man is saved without works, Rom. 4:4,5.

· Premise 2: Baptism is a work.

· Conclusion: Man is saved without baptism.

The fallacy of such reasoning can be shown with a parallel syllogism constructed like this:

· Premise 1: Man is saved without works, Rom. 4:4,5.

· Premise 2: __________________________________ (               )

· Conclusion: ____________________________________________________

But the Scriptures do say, not only in Romans, but also in Eph. 2:9, that our salvation is "not of works." Since baptism is a "work," how then can the essentiality of baptism (or any other acts of obedience) to salvation be reconciled with these clear statements? The fact is that there are different kinds of "works" spoken of in the Bible: works of the flesh (               ); works of law that would make one righteous without the necessity of believing in Christ (               ); and works growing out of faith in Christ (               ). The "works" of Romans 4 are ____________________________________________________________. The writer himself makes it clear in this very letter that he is not excluding all obedience (               ). Multiplied examples can be given showing that the faith that bring God's blessings may b inseparably linked with certain acts of obedience (               ). Thus, works of obedience growing out of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ complete faith rather than nullify it, as James so plainly states: 


 
(               ).

Lesson 4: Repentance

Faith in the gospel of Christ will cause one to love a well as fear God. Such attitudes genuinely implanted in the heart bring about a "godly sorrow" that motivates one to repentance (               ). The penitent man will then endeavor to bring his life into harmony with the will of God (               ).

Some are "sorry," however, who will not ____________________________- which is what "repentance" is (               ). The man who refuses to repent must face the God in judgment who is commanding all men to repent v with the guilt of his sins yet upon him.

Thus we see that repentance toward Jesus Christ is an act growing out of faith in the gospel and essential to the salvation of the soul of man, just as Peter said to those in sin gathered I the portico of Solomon in Jerusalem  over 1900 years ago: 



 (               )

Lesson 5: Confession

The Son of God demands an unashamed allegiance to Him and His _________. Mark 8:34-38. However, for fear of the consequences some who believed have refused to confess their faith in Him (               ). For a believer to enter into the blessings of His grace he must be willing to confess with his mouth the faith he has in his heart. This is clearly set forth in the book of Romans: 


 (               ). Evidence sustains the fact that in the first century such oral confessions were made upon obedience to the gospel of Christ (               ).

While the Scriptures also speak of a confession of sins (               ), it is not to be confused with the confession we are studying here.

All men will one day bow the knee in confession of Jesus as Lord (               ).

Lesson 6: The Design of Baptism

One of the most controversial questions in religion is whether baptism is essential to salvation. How this can be is difficult to understand in view of the fact that the Scriptures teach that baptism is necessary to get into ____________ and become a _______________________ , Gal. 3:26,27, puts one into the _______ of Chris, 1 Cor. 12:13, brings one into fellowship with the ___________ of Christ, Rom. 6:3,4, or simply, is said to ___________, 1 Pt. 3:21, and to be the means to _________________________________, Acts 22:16.

But the question arises: Did the subjects of New Testament baptism understand at the time of their baptism this to be the design? First, as we have seen, they were certainly __________ this was the design of it (               ). However, while it is true they could not have so understood had they not been told, it may be possible for them to have old yet not comprehend. So, are there further indications we can turn to enabling us to know their understanding at the time of their baptism? We find in each case that there was a sense of __________ connected with their baptism (               ). This suggests that they viewed it as a needed and important step in the obtaining of their salvation. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit has recorded the rejoicing for sins forgiven ___________ their baptism in each and every case (               ). These points taken in connection with what they were told form a strong case as to their understanding that the design of baptism was for the remission of sins. When we then turn to the letters written to these same people years later and find that the purpose of baptism is assumed to be for the remission of sins (               ) and couple that with the fact that no case can be presented contrary to these facts, the conclusion is inevitable: baptism is essential to salvation.

When we further realize that the people were taught that there was no power in the water, 1 Pt. 3:21, and that baptism was not the result of logical human deduction but of revelation, 1 Cor. 12:13, and that it was conditioned upon hearing and believing the gospel of Christ, Mt. 28:19, Ac. 2:41, 19:4,5, we can come to further appreciate baptism's place in the plan of redemption as an act of faith in Christ essential to salvation as Peter stated on Pentecost nearly 2,000 years ago: 



(               )

Lesson 7: The One Baptism

While we have arrived at the conclusion that baptism is essential to salvation, we are met with another problem. Which baptism? There are several mentioned in the Bible and several practiced in the religious world. Just any baptism will not suffice (               ). We have already learned that baptism "in the name o Jesus Christ" requires a penitent (               ), confessing (               ), believer (             ). Also, we have seen that its design must be for the remission of sins (               ). From a study of (               ) along with a definition of the word we learn that the action of baptism is ____________________. (               ) shows that the substance in which one is baptized is _______________. Thus four characteristics of the baptism authorized by Christ for the remission of sins are: the right __________________; the right _________________; the right _________; and the right _________________. This is the one baptism that was to be taught to and commanded of all men unto the end of the world (               ). Just as there is but one body, one hope, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, and one God common to all saved people, there is but one baptism common to all saved people: ________________________________________________ (               ).

Final Test

1) Write the seven memory verses in order. Over them write the point they illustrate (which will be the objective of the lesson it goes with.

2) What are the only two ways to be righteous?

3) How does man access the grace of God?

4) What is the "gospel"?

5) The knowledge of what three persons is necessary in believing the gospel?

6) What kind of works are being spoken of in Rom. 9:30-10:5

7) What kind of faith is being spoken of in Rom. 4:4-5?

8) What is repentance?

9) Name two things that motivate repentance.

10) What must man confess to be saved?

11) What is the design of baptism in the name of Christ?

12) Give two reasons why you know the subjects of New Testament baptism understood its design.

13) List four characteristics of the one baptism.

