Love
051701


OBJ: Teach & impress the need and character of love.

(Can use to focus on family by applying esp. to husb. & wives)

I. INTRO

A. PROBLEM

1. Bitterness, strife, ill-will in church...families...etc. 

2. Such grieves God! Eph. 4:30-31
a. “Bitterness”

The cutting, stinging (from a root, pik, to cut, to prick VN) speech or conduct growing out of ill will, resentment, animosity. 

A disposition of mind (thus easy to deny) revealed by …

· Not speak to

· Cutting remarks

· Hard countenance

b.  “Wrath & anger” (thumos & orgE) [”rage & anger” NIV]

“..thumos...is the more turbulent commotion, the boiling agitation of the feelings...either presently to subside & disappear...or else to settle down into 

orgE, where it is the more abiding and settled habit of mind...with the purpose of revenge.” Trench, Synonyms 

thumos
· Lose temper, blow up

· Red face … threatening movements … throw things

orgE
· Plan to pay back, get even

· Later treat as treated to show what it is like

c. “Clamor” [”brawling” NIV]

“an onomatopoeic (an e mat a PEE ik) word (imitating natural sounds, srf), imitating the raven’s cry... signifies the tumult of controversy” VN. 

· “yelling,” Lenski

· shouting

d. “Slander” 

(“evil speaking” KJV; “railing” ASV; blasphemia, GK) “slander, detraction, speech injurious to another’s good name” TH 

· False accusations (“you said…”; “you did…”; “you intended to …”)

· Lash out with ugly, untrue, berating words (“stupid,” “dumb,” “mean,” “arrogant,” “ugly,” “hateful,” dirty words & obscenities)

e. “Malice” 

“a disposition to injure others, from ill-will to them” MacKnight. 

A summary? “along with ALL malice” – the malicious spirit in the terms preceding and all dispositions to injure

(We may deny guilt, hide behind the doors of our homes, but God knows!

B. ANSWER

1. “WALK IN LOVE..” Eph. 4:32-5:2 

Note: Commanded 

(“let…be put away...be (kind)...be (imitators)...walk (in love)” = imperatives). A love that can and must be learned! 
2. But, what is it to “love”?

a. Some specifics, 4:32 

b. Fuller treatment, the love chapter, 1 Cor 13. Our study. 

II. BODY: I COR. 13

A. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

1. Setting, ch’s 12-14. 12:31, “The more excellent way....”

2. The value or “excellency” of love demonstrated by

· Its absence, vv. 1-3
· No practical use, v. 1
· No value to others, v. 2
· No personal profit, v. 3
· Its presence, vv. 4-7
· Its duration, vv. 7-13
3. Personification of “love”

· I.e., the person who loves is.... Here is how one who “loves” acts.  

· Picture of love, not in it’s heroic glory of great sacrifices such as martyrdom, but in the ordinary circumstances of day to day living.

B. LOVE IS...

1. “Patient” (“long-suffering”, kjv, asv)

Gk - makrothumeO
a. Difference in makrothumeO & hupomonE
(The distinction, tho’ generally true, is not without exception - TH,VN) 

i. hupomonE - endure trying circumstances
makrothumeO - endure trying persons 

ii. hupomonE – opposed to despondency, cowardice
makrothumeO – opposed to wrath, revenge

iii. hupomonE - associated with hope 1 Th. 1:3
makrothumeO - associated with mercy Ro 2:4
b. Defined:

“to be patient in bearing the offences and injuries of others: to be mild & slow in avenging: to be longsuffering, slow to anger, slow to punish” TH. 

“Long-tempered” VN

c. Illustrated, Mt. 18:26,29
i. Debt truly owed - punishment just. Eng. word “patience” from Latin word meaning to “suffer” 

*When really wronged or hurt - this when “love” truly tested!
ii. Not asking forgiveness, but “patience,” “long-suffering” (time) 

*Note, Sometimes a person who has wronged you, and tho’ they are truly penitent, simply cannot undo the wrong, or at best it will take time & effort. (As in the case in this parable).  Here is where “love” is truly tested!
d. Questions: (to keep proper perspective)

i. Does “patience” mean one never comes to his own defense? 2 Cor - whole book. E.g., 1:12...15-18...23
ii. Is it ungodly to have and “end” to our patience? 1 Pt 3:20; 2 Pt 3:9...10 

iii. Does “patience” forbid the need and right for occasions of plain, and sometimes swift and public reproof and rebuke? I.e., is one who does such necessarily “unloving” (not “patient”?) Gal 2:11-14; Tit 1:9-13. Contrast the difference in reaction by godly men when truth is being assailed and when self is being assailed. 

** Warning: Do not let these balances become a pretext for impatience.

2. “Kind” 

Gk - chrEsteuomai

a. Defined:

Mild, pleasant - opposed to sharp, bitter TH. Suggests grace, tenderness, compassion - VN 

b. Forms a couplet with “patience” - both dealing with reaction to real offences suffered. (Note the placing of agapE in Gk. text, and natural kinship as here noted) When really wronged or hurt, and tho’ penitent, the wrong is difficult or even impossible to undo, love is not only “patient”, but while patient...kind! 

c. Easier to be kind to someone who has not wronged you... but...Lk. 6:35
; Tit. 3:4,5
! This of God’s “kindness”...now see Eph. 4:32
, “kind...tender-hearted, forgiving.. just as God...”! 

d. Questions: (to keep proper perspective)

i. Is one unloving if there is ever a sharpness in his speech? (not “kind”) Mt 3:7; ch. 23; 2 Cor 10-13. E.g., 11:10-13, 19-21.

ii. Remember the couplets - connect “kind” with “patient” and the idea of personal injury that word connotes. 

** Warning: Again, do not let this balance become a pretext for rudeness, coarseness.

When …

· Feelings hurt

· Inconsiderate remarks or conduct

· Neglected (Husb/Wives … attention; things asked to do; etc. – occupied with work, etc.)

3. “Not Jealous” (“envieth not”, kjv, asv)

(Note: In Gk. text and ASV agapE is so placed as to separate “not jealous” from preceding couplet. NASB, by its placement of “love”, obscures this separation.) 

Gk  zEloO (for difference from phthonos, see notes) 

a. Tell two stories... 

(Tell with “modern flavor”, not identifying characters, nor revealing jealousy as cause until the end.) 

i. Joseph & brothers - Gen. 37ff. Hatred... bitter words (couldn’t speak on friendly terms)... conspiracy against... intent to murder... hardheartedness (sat down to eat while Joseph in pit)... betrayal... cruel lying (to father) 

ii. Thessalonians - Ac. 17:1-9. Religious people use rabble... the riot... the assault... trumped up charges...

Q: Cause of such conduct? ... Jealousy! Ac 7:9; 17:5 

(kjv, “moved with envy”; nkjv, “becoming envious”)

Also attributed as cause for people being imprisoned without cause & beaten, Ac. 5:17ff; of efforts to hide the truth & blaspheme, Ac. 13:45; not to mention a whole trail of sordid & tragic evils in Biblical & secular history. 

A beautiful trait...???! 

b. Any wonder Gal. 5:20,21? (“emulations”, KJV)

c. What is “jealousy”?

i. A feeling of resentment, ill-will, & hostility toward another because of his welfare.

ii. Points to a stirring of the feelings (“to burn with zeal; 1. absol. to be heated or to boil [A.V. to be moved] with envy, hatred, anger…” TH Note KJV “moved with envy” or ASV’s “moved with jealousy” Ac.7:9; 17:5
iii. When another’s wealth ... education ... beauty ... rank ... talents ... happiness ... reputation ... “bother you” to the point that you would detract from it, diminish it, or hurt them in any way as thru slander... damaging insinuations ... rudeness ... this is the spirit of jealousy!

Envy - And should we try to excuse our conduct by saying we do not want what they have, we may be confessing of even a lower vice - phthonos! (see notes). “envyings,” Gal 5:21 (KJV)

d. In FAMILIES

In Bible history, jealousy has been the cause of nearly every case of family strife between brothers & brothers/sisters: Cain & Abel (acceptance with God)... Jacob & Esau (Property, rights, inheritance)... Joseph & brothers (Love, attention)... Moses & Miriam, Aaron (Authority, position).  David & Eliab (Success, honor)... (Ac. 7:9; Gen. 37:4a...8...11)

Husb/Wives
· Freedom (Not tied home with the kids … not have to go to work)

· Abilities (Mental … physical … financial)

· Role/Character (Authority … moral & spiritual uprightness)

e. Among RIVALS Ac 5:16,17; Jas 3:1,14,16
It seems that often jealousy is found among those of the same occupation, rank, sex - rivals. Here between religious leaders (Ac 5), and teachers (Jas. 3). In Ac.7:9 - brothers; in 1 Co. 13 between - those who exercised spiritual gifts. The preacher may have no problem with being jealous of the refinery worker, or the foreman of the laborer, nor the woman of a handsome man. But...the preacher of a capable & well-known preacher...?? or the foreman of the young engineer...??, or a woman of a beautiful and personable woman...??

Husb/Wives…? (authority…”rights”….)

f. ROOT of Strife, Division, War Jam. 3:14,16; 4:1f
Religious jealousy lies at the of much strife, division and even wars. When found among God’s people expect “confusion and every evil thing.”

Husb/Wives…??
g. In its ABSENCE
i. Num. 11:26-29 - Notable here by its absence.  

Interestingly, note that it is possible to be jealous toward one for another’s sake.....momma for son’s sake...wife for husband’s sake...etc.

ii. Johnathan ( David

If ever anyone had a cause to be jealous, it would have been Jonathan. No one had a more threatening rival than did he in David. Jonathan was a gallant soldier but so was David. Jonathan had instigated a signal victory, almost single-handedly (1 Sam. 14) - but so had David (1 Sam. 17). Jonathan was natural heir to the throne but David was heir by God’s covenant.  But he was not jealous. Why? Note 1 Sam. 18:1-3 - “he loved him as himself!” 

h. “Godly jealousy,” 2 Co. 11:2?

When the spirit is stirred - ardor, zeal - to protect one’s own, zeal in behalf of someone, this is “godly jealousy”. 

(see notes for other meaning of zEloO and zElos.) 

But the “jealously” of our study seeks not to protect, or to emulate (another usage of zeloO), but to harm, to diminish the other’s well-being. 

4.  “Does not brag” (“vaunteth not itself” kjv,asv; “does not parade itself” nkjv; “does not boast” niv) 

Gk - perpereuomai  1 Co 13:4*

“boast” – “To glorify one self in speech, talk in a self-admiring way” AHD

“Brag implies exaggerated claims and often an air of insolent superiority; He bragged about his grades.” AHD

a. But - did not Paul boast? 2 Co. 11:16ff. Yes (satirical parody?), but he was seeking the Corin.’s good, 12:19. The false teachers were boasting to the detriment of the Corinthians, 11:3-5, 19-21.

b. Compare the Corinthians bragging indifferent to the effect on the church, 1:11...8:10-11 …

· “preachers,” 1:12 

Today? - “We have brother….” – information, or. boast?

· knowledge, 8:1 
Today? - “Anyone should know…” i.e., I do

· gifts, 12:21, 14:37
Today? - “I don’t need them”

NOTE: “bragging” may include vainglorious actions as well as words (see notes, NKJV trans., “does not parade itself”; like our, “does not show off” Vincent WS, Pulpit, Lange, Wuest)....14:6,17,23 (Again, see in actions). This is not the action of “love”.

One thing for sure – they both proceed from same spirit!

c. Love seeks the welfare of the person loved. Bragging betrays a spirit of arrogance (see next phrase) that does not hold the other person in the proper esteem - his feelings, circumstances, etc. - and engenders jealousy, and strife (see the Corinthians situation! e.g., 3:3, ch 8,11,12-14), which is certainly not in the interest of the person so provoked. Bragging seeks to elevate self — love seeks to elevate the other man.

d. Pro. 27:2; Jer. 9:23,24
e. Root from which bragging springs? See next phrase...

5. “Is not arrogant” (“Is not puffed up” kjv,asv,nkjv; “is not proud” niv; “does not cherish inflated ideas of one’s one importance” Phillips)

Gk -  phusioO
a. Defin., “to puff up, blow up, inflate (from phusa, bellows)” VN. One inflated with an over-estimation of his importance, abilities, or achievements.

b. This the inward disposition that gives rise to the outward manifestation of “bragging.” “Arrogant implies an aggressive, unwarranted assertion of superior importance or privileges” W.NWD. Note: “aggressive... assertion,” e.g., “bragging”.

c. Cmpr. the Corin.: (phusioO occurs seven times in NT - six  of those in Corinthians - see notes)

i. 1 Cor. 4:6....1:12
Their inflated opinion of their teachers gave vent to the divisive boasting.  

*Note, one can have overestimated views of someone else resulting in bragging (“arrogant in behalf of one...”; “puffed up for the one..” ASV,KJV) - and this to the detriment of the church and the person involved if they accept the adulation. (And they did...see next point...)

ii. 1 Cor. 4:18...19: “arrogant...words of arrogant” (i.e., “bragging”). 

Overly inflated view of their (the leaders, or, false teachers) importance and position with the church caused them to brag as if Paul dared not face them...! And this rather than humbly confess their true relation (chaps 1-4) and submit to apostolic teaching and authority in the interest of the church, which would have been the action of “love.”

iii. 1 Cor. 8:1b...8:1a
iv. 1 Cor. 13:4...ch’s 12-14, context of tongues, spiritual gifts.

*Note, When “charismatics” today are arrogant over their “gifts” (which are not even true gifts) ignoring the edification of the church, vs. 26, and apostolic regulations, vs. 37-38 - this is not “love.”

d. Further applications:

i. Preachers - big words ... brag about debates, conversions ... misuse position. Note Acts 12:20-23!

ii. Song leaders - irrespective of people’s abilities ... brag

iii. Older Christians - fail to consider situation of younger Christians ... over-critical ... will not listen to them, tho’ the same thing they would accept from older Christian...

iv. Young Christians - overestimate the extent of new-found knowledge and feel smug contempt toward the older Christians... 

Husb/Wives
· “I didn’t goof up like you…” “I can…” (abilities, accomplishments)

· “I was right…”

· “I am the boss…” (authority)

· “You can’t make me do it” (power, whether legal or moral)

e. Opposite of:

Humility that takes real, objective view of self and others and both in disposition and words seeks the welfare of others.  Phil. 2:3-4. See Jn. 13:1f
6. “Does not act unbecomingly” (“does not behave rudely” nkjv; “is not rude” niv)
Gk: aschEmoneO
a. Begin this section with illustrations of crudeness... rudeness... ill manners that often characterize us (confess own guiltiness...!) Is there anything in the will of our King that encourages His subjects to have appreciation for social decorum ... public decency ... individual feelings and sensitivity ...? Is there room in the religion of Christ, nay more than room, but obligation, for a man to learn to be a “gentleman,” and a woman to be a “lady”— not meaning by those terms “of noble birth or social position,” but men and women of refinement, gentle manners, graciousness, and courtesy?  Consider love “does not act unbecomingly,” or, “doth not behave itself unseemly” (ASV, KJV)...

b. Definitions: “becoming,” “seemly”

i. “becoming”

“1. suitable, appropriate: seemly” W.NWD

“1. marked by fitness or propriety” W.SNCD.

ii. “seemly”

“2. suitable, proper, fitting, or becoming, especially with reference to conventional standards of conduct or good taste: decent: decorous” W.SNCD. 

“2: conventionally proper, decorous 3: suited to the occasion, purpose, or person” W.SNCD.

iii. “fails to accord to others their proper dues of respect, honor, or consideration” Lenski

iv. “Self-love betrays its lack of sympathy by vulgar indecorum, and cares not how offensive its conduct is to others.” McGarvey

c. Contextually

i. “seemly” and “unseemly” parts of the body...12:23,24.

Not that all members not important, but there is a time and place for each to function.  Likewise with “tongues.” While it a fine gift, not “becoming” for it to be used in an assembly designed for edification of all, if that purpose not served. See 14:26-28
Interestingly, this word and its cognates used in OT & NT predominantly with sexual connotations – Apply to dress … conduct?
ii. Likewise, prophesy, tho’ normally profitable for all, if misused is “unseemly” or not “proper.” See 14:29-33,40 (“properly,” “decently,” KJV, ASV, in v. 40 = euschEmonOs, the opposite of aschEmoneO)

iii. Other applications:

While “love” is here applied by Paul to use of spiritual gifts, it is not to be thought of as limited to that. Before considering these other applications, however, let’s look at the disposition from which “unbecoming” action springs....

7. “Does not seek its own” (“is not self-seeking” niv; “does not insist on its own way” nrsv)

a. I.e., not selfish!

Opposite of: is thoughtful of others, considerate. The person who is self-seeking does not consider whether his conduct is “becoming” in view of the circumstances and relations of life and the attainments and weaknesses of others.

b. Contextually:

1 Cor 12:7...25...14:4,5...12...17-20...26
c. Other applications:

i. 1 Cor. 8:1...7...10-11 —10:23,24.

Likewise Rom. 15:2.

ii. 1 Cor. 9:19-22
iii. You think of applications...

Speech - jokes, remarks at the expense, embarrassment of others.

Dress - effect on others 

Conduct - influence upon others 

Note: time and place for certain remarks, dress (or undress), conduct - but the “selfish” person considers only if it brings delight or satisfaction to self... “Love” seeks the welfare of the person loved.... We do not measure up in “love” as we ought, do we? Reason to appreciate the greatest example of “seeking not his own”...

Husb/Wives
· Words, looks in public that focus on the others mistakes 

· Remarks betraying intimacy

· Criticism of looks, conduct around family, friends, associates

iv. Phil. 2:4-8!

He is our example, vv. 2-5! 

8. “Is not provoked”

Gk: paroxunO
a. If take sharp stick and prod good work animal, like an ox, motivates him to move, to work  - but, you would not want to do that to an irritable, cross-grained animal like a grizzly bear...! This illustrates the two directions this word takes, e.g., Heb. 10:24 (noun form) vs. here (1 Co. 13:5).  

i. Note how some people remind of ill-tempered grizzly....! 

ii. Opposite of “long-suffering”, or “patient.”

b. Observe: Provocation over



Sin
Injury to self


Mk. 3:5;10:14
Jesus
Is. 53:7; Mt 26:62,63


Ac 7:51-53
Stephen
Ac. 7:60


2 Co. 7:11
Corinthians
1 Co. 13:5 

Thus is seen the selfishness that lies behind this disposition that is provoked over every injury—whether real or imagined—and ignores the possible estrangement (who wishes to be in the company of such a one - and if so, influence...?), discouragement (to the one who unintentionally injured, or supposedly did so - and view you as a “Christian”...), and loss of noble purpose (their salvation, or their upbuilding) that results from provocation.

c. Ever wrong to be provoked...?

i. See “righteous indignation” over UNrighteousness in 1st column above. See also: Ex 32:19,20; Neh 5:6; 13:8, 25
ii. And, sometimes even best men got angry over personal insult:

Moses - Num 16:15
Paul - Ac 23:3
iii. However, love not have SELF on pedestal so that provoked over every remark, the slightest injury, each such offense being recorded in one’s “little black book” of the memory (next word). The next word in this couplet serves to confirm this is the idea of the word...

[Note: while “easily” (KJV) may not be part of the word, the KJV translators may have well conveyed the sense when one harmonizes all Scripture]

9. “Does not take into account a wrong suffered”

a. The word “take into account” (“thinketh,” KJV) “is an accountant’s word. It is the word that is used for entering up an item into a ledger so that it will not be forgotten.” Barclay. NEB, “keeps no score of wrongs” “Little black book....!”

b. Polynesia

“A writer tells how in Polynesia, where the natives spend much of their time in fighting and feasting, it is customary for each man to keep some reminders of his hatred. Articles are suspended from the roof of their huts to keep alive the memory of their wrongs - real or imaginary.” Barclay.

c. Vindication? Will the righteous be vindicated?

i. Often, we are overly concerned with our own self-importance. First on our list of priorities is that self not be injured. Need ability to laugh at ourselves. There ARE other important considerations!

ii. Yes! The righteous will be vindicated!  But let God render the vengence, Ro. 12:18-19.

d. Note Col. 3:12-13. Remembering this ought to help us be more forbearing with others! See Mt. 6:14,15. 

e. The sooner we can master this, the happier we will be. Prov. 14:29-30; 17:22. How miserable is the person provoked over everything he regards as inconsiderate to self, and records it diligently in his memory! 

f. And - the sooner we overcome this weakness, the sooner we will will not be so engrossed with self & its hurts, and the more time & energy we will have to direct toward the welfare of others... .

10.  “Does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the  truth”

a. Neither in self nor others: 2 Th. 2:12; Rom 1:32 

i. My sin affecting others 

ii. Others’ sin affecting my enemies 

iii. Enemies sin affecting themselves 

b. Rather - 2 Jn. 4; 3 Jn. 3 

c. A false love that compromises truth! Gal. 1:9,10; 2:5,11
11. “Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,  endures all things” 

a. Bears all things 

i. Note ASV & NASB ftnt, “covereth.” Some take the word here to mean “Love keeps all things confidential” (KJII). That it does. Prov. 11:13; 20:19
ii. However, according to the rendering in KJV, ASV, & NASB and uses in other NT passages, may be better to understand it here of bearing pains, annoyances, sacrifices for the benefit of others. 

Paul the perfect example in his dealings with the  Cor. church, 1 Co.  9:12 (same word) 

b. Believes all things 

i. Note: not referring to believing the best of someone in spite of sufficient evidence to the contrary, 1 Co. 1:11; 11:18 

ii. Believing the best about others? Not putting evil construction on the deeds & motives of others?

iii. If so, note exam. where one failed to so act, and result, 2 Sam. 10:1-3. 

c. Hopes all things

i. Hopes the best concerning others?

“Believes” - now; “hopes” - future.  

ii. Cmpr. Lk. 20:9-13
d. Endures all things

i. Trials & persecutions inflicted by others. Compare makrothumeO, v. 4
ii. 2 Cor. 12:15
C. “LOVE NEVER FAILS”

1. Review the thrust of context: 

Ch.’s 12-14...12:31, “the more excellent way” - Why more excellent than sp. gifts?

a. Love’s absence, vv. 1-3 

b. Love’s presence, vv. 4-7 

c. Love’s duration, v. 8! 

The purpose of spiritual gifts has been been satisfied and their function has ceased, but love continues to be a needed and vital force in the framework of the church. God has appointed it a permanent place of controlling influence among His people.

2. Application to us

We may not pursue spiritual gifts, but in our pursuit of whatever will build up the church - knowledge, ability to teach, faithfulness in doctrine, right conduct - whatever we do, “Let all that you do  be done in love,” 1 Co. 16:14.  Col. 3:12-14, esp. v. 14. This is the “answer” to the “problem” (see introduction).

III. CONCLUSION

A. LOVE NEVER FAILS...

Love abides into eternity. This is what heaven so inviting!

How sweet, how heaven’ly is the sight,

When those that love the Lord 

In one another’s peace delight,  

And so fulfill the word.

When each can feel his brother’s sigh, 

And with him bear a part;

When sorrow flows from eye to eye, 

And joy from heart to heart.  

When free from envy, scorn, and pride, 

Our wishes all above,

Each can his brother’s failings hide, 

And show a brother’s love.  

When love in one delightful stream 

Thro’ every bosom flows;

When union sweet and dear esteem 

In every action glows.

Love is the golden chain that binds 

The happy souls above;

And he’s an heir of heaven who finds 

His bosom glow with love.

by J. Swain

B. GOD IS LOVE!

1 Jn. 4:16
� “akin to chrestos” VN


� 5543 crhstov chrestos


� 5544 crhstothv chrestotes; “akin to chrestos” VN


� 5543 crhstov chrestos


� euschEmonos – eu, well  + schema, form; aschEmoneO, a, negative + schema, form
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