WORSHIP  LESSON 1
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What is worship?

We will not look at all of these in class, but here are some examples to read that might give us a better understanding of how the word is used.
PLEASE READ THESE AT HOME AND WE WILL DISCUSS SOME OF THESE VERSES IN CLASS:
Ex. 3:12; 12:31; 20:5; 23:24-25; Dt. 5:9; 6:13; 8:19; 11:16; 30:17; 1 Ki. 9:6; 9:9; 1 Ch. 16:29; 2 Ch. 7:19; Ne 12:45; Ps. 2:11; 97:7;
Jer. 25:6; 35:15; Dan. 3:12; 3:28; Mt. 4:10; Lk. 4:8.
Ex. 3:12 –    You shall worship God at this mountain.
What does the footnote on the word worship say?

_____________________________________________________
This verse above is taken from the NAS95 edition.  Check another version if you have one, to see what word it uses in place of worship.  _____________________________________________  

Ex. 12:31 -   worship the LORD (Footnote – Or serve)
2 Ch. 7:19 – If you turn away and forsake My statutes and

My commandments which I have set before you,  
and go and serve other gods and worship them 
Jer. 25:6   -  Do not go after other gods to serve them and to 

worship them. 
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Ex. 23:24  -  You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, 


nor do according to their deeds.
What does this imply?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________                    

Deut. 8:19 -  What other word is used synonymous

to worship and serve?  NAS95 – ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The ASV – walk after, what about the NKJV?  _______________
Regardless who was being worshiped, we can see this idea 

of  worship as serving or wanting to serve, or doing the will of this god.
We can see from these verses and we will see more as we study together, that even if these were not considered acceptable worship, it was still called worship and that can help us in defining and understanding what is being spoken of.

Can we not see that in these verses, worship was an action or service that was driven by what is important.

Lets read Mt. 6:24 –




What is the problem in this verse?  Is it because someone has wealth? _______   The beginning of this verse helps to explain the problem.  No one can serve two masters.
Jesus will tell us why…For (or because of this).. either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  
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This has to do with priorities, what is first with us.  God demands to be first, and rightly so because as we will look at in a moment, He is greater and the creator of these good things we enjoy. 
Prosperity in its self is not bad, but how and what we are willing to do or not do because our time is wrapped up in the pursuit of it, that is wrong. 

As you read the above verses, you saw over and over this idea of worship, as serve . 
There is another phrase that is used in place of worship.  

Depending on the version you use, or it might have been a footnote in your version.  Can you think of what word that is?

Ex. 20:5   -   You shall not worship them or serve them. 

What word is used in the NKJV for worship? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This might help us in understanding how that word is used:

Look at 1 Sam 24:8.

What did David do towards Saul? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Was this worship?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Why did David do this? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Is that the same as in 1 Sam. 24:8?

What are the similarities?  ______________________________________________________
Both are out of the respect for who they are, their authority.
Is there a difference, if so what is it?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Vines – shachah

“To worship, prostrate one-self, bow down.”  The act bowing down in homage is generally done before a superior or a ruler.  Thus David “bowed” himself before Saul, 1 Sam. 24:8.  Sometimes it is a social or economic

superior to whom one bows, as when Ruth “bowed” to 

the ground before Boaz, Ruth 2:10.   In a dream, Joseph saw the sheaves of his brothers “bowing down” before 

his sheaf, Gen.37:5, 9-10.  shachah is used as the common term for coming before God in worship, as in 

1 Sam 15:25 and Jer. 7:2.

We saw that the word worship is being used the same as 
serve, and that they have to do with action.
Now, lets look at who these actions should be towards, and why.
WORSHIP LESSON 2
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Who/Why worship
Who should we worship?
Why should we worship?

We can see that it has to do with His worthiness.

He is worthy of our praise and devotion.

[Middle English worshipe, worthiness, honor, from Old English weorthscipe : weorth, worth; see worth1 + -scipe, -ship.]

Psalm 29:2 – Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;

Worship the LORD

1 Chron 16:29 – Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;

Bring an offering, come before Him; Worship the LORD

In lesson 1 (What is worship),we mentioned this idea of authority.
Who has authority over us? ___________
Why does He have authority over us?
______________________________________________________
If we do not live our life as if He has authority over us, does that change the fact that He does? __________
Gen. 1:1   –  In the beginning God created

Gen. 2:16 -  The LORD God commanded

He is the creator and has authority over us, and He expects certain things from us.  We have the choice to choose if we are going to follow what He says, but that does not change the fact that He expects us to live a certain way and that there are consequences to our choices when we are not obedient to Him.
We understand that, we expect that in our daily lives.
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Our willingness to serve God has to do with our ______________
to Him, it does not change the fact that He has the authority. 

He is the author and giver of life.

Psalms 95:6 – Tells us that we should do something we looked at in lesson 1.

Come, let us worship and bow down,

Let us kneel before the LORD our ______________
What is the reason stated in this verse that we should honor this GOD? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Genesis starts out, “In the beginning God ____________”
We also see this idea over and over in Genesis.

What words are used over and over that describes this?

God _____________ ….. And it was ________
Does that not demonstrate His power and wisdom?

When Paul was writing to the Romans, where did he address this

idea?  (This idea of Gods power and the things He created.)

_____________________________________________________
What things are said about the creation?  What do they tell us about God? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What does this tell us about ourselves? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ex. 20:5 – You shall not worship them or serve them.
Why should they not worship or serve them? Look at verse 2.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Were these idols really anything?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
You shall not worship them or serve them ; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God.  
Another reason we should serve God, is because of His love.
What is the classic verse in John that tells us of His love?
______________________________________________________
There is something else that is mentioned at the end of this chapter
that should make us want to serve God. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What verse is it in? ___________________
WORSHIP LESSON 3
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How should we worship?

If you believe He is worthy of worship, how should that make you want to worship?  What I mean is, does it matter how we worship?
Now let me re-phrase that, does it matter to God how we worship?

For if we are truly trying to worship Him, then we need to worship in a manner that is acceptable to Him.

We have looked at What worship is.

We have also looked at Who/Why we should worship, serve, do. 

Now we look at How, and simply put, according to His will. 
What problem was Paul addressing in Gal. 1:6 – 9?

____________________________________________________
What did Paul have to say about that?  Was it really different?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is this a danger we have to worry about today?  
Are there other beliefs or those who want us to believe things that are contrary to truth? ________
What can we do to guard ourselves against this?

2 Pet. 3:18…. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior.

So how are we to grow in the knowledge of God’s grace towards us?  What does verse 16 imply? _____________________________________________________
Here are some other verses that might be helpful.
(Mt 19:4,Lk 10:26)
What does Jesus refer to in Mt 19:4? 
_____________________________________________________
What about in Lk 10:26? ______________________________________________________
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We see back in 2 Pet 3:16 & 17, the importance of understanding.

What was said about these that were untaught and unstable?
What is wrong with their knowledge? Where will it lead them?

______________________________________________________
What does that tell us about our knowledge?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There was also a warning…

Verse 17….You therefore(or because of this), 

beloved knowing this before hand, be on your guard

So that…. You are not carried away by the error.. 

______________________________________________________
What does Proverbs 14:12 say? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This can help us understand something about our worship, and that is that there is a danger of error.  But we also know that there is a way to over come this error, and that is to look to the words of the very one we seek to worship and serve.

I want us to understand that what we are talking about is not only when we assemble together, but our daily life in all that we do.

This has to do with our daily walk, because that reflects our attitude toward God.  Do we really want to worship or serve Him?

Rom. 12:1…..
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Whether this is personal worship or in  an assembly,  our attitude should be the same.  Some things might be different in personal worship and the public assembly, but our attitude toward God and wanting to please Him should always be the same.

When you think about some of the so called “churches” out there, what do they appeal to? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Can our attitude be right, yet our actions wrong?
______________________________________________________
Look at Paul…
In Acts 23:1 – Paul said “ I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Acts 26:9 – “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  
What about the ark of the covenant.
2 Sam. 6:3 – they placed the ark of God on a new cart that they might bring it from the house of Abinadab which was on the hill.
Verse 6 – But when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out toward the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen nearly upset it. And the anger of the LORD burned against Uzzah, and God struck him down there for his irreverence; and he died there by the ark of God.

Do you think that David was trying to displease God? _________
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Did that change the outcome? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What verse in this chapter implies that David thought he was 

doing good?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
What verses in Ex 25 might help explain the problem? Why was God angry with them for using the cart? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This should be a warning to us.  Even if we are trying to do things that are acceptable, they might not be. 
Mt 15:8 – Quoting Is. 29:13 – This people honors Me with their lip, But their heart is far away from me.

Is this how we want our worship to be looked at by God?

Verse 9 – But in vein do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.

What was the problem that Jesus was addressing?

______________________________________________________
Is there anything wrong with doing this? What was the problem?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What dangers are there that could play a big roll in our worship?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This has to do with our attitude, wanting to please God, not men.
 

(What do your actions teach others? Are we teaching error or truth?)
2 Thes. 2:15 – Hold to the traditions which you were taught.

We just saw that we should not follow tradition, now it says we should. Is this a contradiction? ____________
What makes this different?

Where do we get it?

Is it from the traditions of men or the traditions from God.

Hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or by letter from us.

Who is the us? _____________________
Why is this important? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Eph. 2:20  - Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.  Where do we get the things that we do?
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Who does God seek to be His worshipers?

Read Jn. 4:20-24.

We must worship in spirit and truth.

Lets remember that as we look at different aspects of worship.

So that it will be more than wanting to worship, but it will be received as worship. 
WORSHIP LESSON 4 – PRAYER 
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I.     Prayer is a demonstration of trust that God hears us.
Lets start by looking at the book of prayers, or songs, that is the Psalms. 

When you look at Psalms, you see over and over the use of words like “give ear” or “hear”.

Lets look at a couple: Psalms 4:3,5:1,17:1,54:2.
What does this imply?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
You can tell that the psalmists believed they were heard, by the pouring out of their heart.  

Heb. 4:16 – Draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

II.   Why should we trust that He hears and can help us?
Remember what we looked at in previous classes?

Why do we worship? __________________________________________________
When you are devoted to something, what does that mean?

__________________________________________________
In this case, we are devoted to following God’s will on things.
That means that we trust in Him and indeed we should.  He has proven over and over to be trustworthy. 

The things God has asked us to do are for our good.

We should always be mindful of that.

Think of the depth of His love for us.  He sent his son and He (Jesus) came so that He could pay the price for us.
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There was no way that we could pay this debt.  Not out of our                 own actions.  So when we think of Jesus, do we truly consider what was done?  This is God in the flesh, and He came and died for our sins.

That is what love is, looking out for the best interest of others.

God provided a way for us to over come sin.

Don’t you believe you can trust in Him?

If so, then do we?  He has set up this avenue for a reason.  Do    we trust in His knowledge and understanding?
What does Mt. 6:8 say? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
This tells us at least two things. What things can we learn from this verse?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer is not a formula that is to be memorized or repeated.

When we use prayer in this way, we fall in the trap of it being meaningless repetition.  Mt 6:7 warned of this, but the problem being addressed was because of the Gentiles attitude towards prayer, “for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words”.  Can you see how reciting a prayer could fall in this same category?    
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Look at Mt 6:9-13.

Is this a prayer that should be recited on its own? Or, is this what Jesus used to teach on how to pray?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
III.  People who trust in His love will be devoted to prayer.

We should be a people devoted to prayer – Rom. 12:12
What does 1 Thes. 5:18b say? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
One of these things listed was in verse 17, “Pray without ceasing”.

So what does this mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
When you think about God’s word, it is important to remember His wisdom.  He has shown us a way of life that will help us to live life at its best.  What I mean is that in all that He teaches on in His word, if we will do according to the way He teaches, then we have the potential for a good life.(I am not saying that he promises riches and good health in this life.)  He is protecting us from the heartache that evil brings. 

Therefore, if we trust in His knowledge, then we will use prayer because He has designed it for our benefit.
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IV.  Kinds of prayer.

Col. 1:6 – In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

We mentioned Mt 6:9-13 earlier as being an example that  Jesus gave on how to pray.







So lets take a minute to look at this model or pattern if you will, and see some things mentioned in it that we are to pray about.

Starting out in verse 9, Jesus said “Pray, then, in this way:

Verse 9 and 10 - speak of how He is set apart and that we recognize His rule.  And when we speak in this way, we 
glorify or praise Him.

Verse 11 – asking God to provide(petition)
Verse 12 - is asking for forgiveness (petition) , but please note that this depends on our attitude towards others and our willingness to forgive.

Verse 13a – This is asking for strength (petition)
Verse 13b – again, Praise

I do not believe that this is teaching that we have to use each part of this every time we pray, but these should be things on our heart and we should want to speak to our Father in heaven about these things, because He does hear us.

We should want to praise and give thanks and ask of our Father in heaven.  Let us remember that it is not limited to these things mentioned.  We will look at these things and some others as we look at different kinds of prayer.

We need to be aware of and use the different types of prayer.

Eph. 6:10 – Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.
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Verse 11 – so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  Verse 11 starts off saying “put on the full armor of God” Verse 18 – with  all prayer and petition.
What are  some of the different types of prayer.




Petition, Confession, Praise, Thanksgiving, Complaint, and Imprecatory.

A.  Petition
Simply put, this is to ask.
Lets look in 1 Sam. and see what the verses tell us about prayer.

First to help us understand this story lets look at verse 2.

This was something that really bothered her, we can understand that from the things we see in verse 8.

What does this describe, what would you call what she is going through? _________________________________
Think about the world we live in.  When having problems like this or problems in general, what do the people of the world turn to? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does Hannah deal with this problem? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How is prayer described in verse 17?

_______________________________________________
There are several other terms that are used in chapter one to describe prayer, what are these?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We saw that Hannah was sad, and we saw what she did in that time of depression, she prayed to God.
Did that help her? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










1 Jn 5:15…

We also see from this that prayer is not just for us, but for the benefit of others.

There is so much that we can ask for. 
As we looked at earlier in Mt 6:12-13, you can ask for forgiveness, you can ask for strength. 
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What are some ways that we might benefit from this type of prayer? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We should always pray in times of need, but that should not be the only time. (That makes prayer only about us.)

What I mean by this is that there are many people out there that only pray when there is a tragedy.  They do not pray to thank God or praise God. 

Although prayer is designed for our good, and God does not need our prayers, but He deserves them.




We should give Him praise and thanks, and pray in a way that shows our devotion to Him.
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B.  Confession

“Admission or acknowledgement of fault or sin”

(Webster’s Universal Dictionary) 
Do we not see this very idea in 1 Jn.

Where in 1 Jn. do we see the problem with not admitting or acknowledging our sin? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

What else can we learn about confession in this verse?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Let’s look at a couple of psalms to get a better understanding of confession.

Please read Psalm 51 & Psalm 32.

In these Psalm’s, does it show that David recognizes his error? _____________
Please write the verse or verses from these chapters that help explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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David does recognize his sin.

As we just looked at, several verses have something in it that shows his recognition of his error.

When he prays in this way, not only does it show his recognition of this, he is confessing this to the LORD.

Why is this confession important?
We need to seek God’s favor.
Psalm 51:1
Psalm 32:1
What verses in these chapters show forgiveness in connection with David’s confession?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is it possible to hide sin from others? ___________ 

You won’t hide it from God, but you can hide it from others.  Just because you hide it, does that change the fact that you are sinning, and does it weigh you down any less? 

____________
Sin can weigh heavy on us.
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Psalm 32:3-4 – When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.

For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 

My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. 
Psalm 32:6 – Surely in a flood of great waters they will not reach him.  
This is the idea of being overwhelmed.

Let us be people who are upright in heart.

We should be honest about our selves.  We need to recognize our error and confess our sin, for He is faithful and righteous to forgive us  our sins.

Psalm 33:10 – Many are the sorrows of the wicked.

But he who trusts in the LORD, lovingkindness shall surround him. 

These examples that we just looked at about David have to do with specific sin that he was aware of.

When we know that we have committed sin, we need to flee from that and ask for forgiveness.  But, I am not implying that we have to know the sin specifically in order to be forgiven.  We can ask for forgiveness for things that we have done in ignorance, things we do and not realize as sin. 
Psalm 19:12 – says,  “Who can discern his errors?”

Discern is to perceive or see clearly.

Who can perceive or see clearly his errors? 

12b “Acquit me of hidden faults.”
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We can see that there are faults that we will have that we might not be aware of.  Can we ask for forgiveness for these? ______________________________________________________________________________________________
In Lev. 16:21, whose sins was Aaron to confess?

______________________________________________Do you think that Aaron was confessing everyone’s sin specifically? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Jn 1:7 – the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. Verse 9 – If we confess our sins, He is faithful.  

We are to confess and keep on confessing.

This has to do with our awareness of guilt and need for Jesus.

We also need to have the right attitude towards forgiveness.  Remember what we looked at in Mt.6.



Verse 12 – Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.    

Verse 14 – For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

We see this same idea again in Mt. 18:21-35.

Was the slave forgiven his debt by his master?

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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What changed this? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the outcome?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does this tell us about our attitude toward forgiving others? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One thing we need to note in connection with this.

What do verses 26,29, and 32 tell us about these we are to forgive? What do these verses imply?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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C.   Praise
Psalm 148 – We see in the first five verses and some following verses some things listed.  These things themselves praise God by their very existence.

Why is that? What verse in this chapter helps explain that?
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Dan. 4:37 – Why did Nebuchadnezzar praise God?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When Nebuchadnezzar praised, exalted, and honored God, how did he do this? What was he speaking of that honored God? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
David praying, said this in 1 Chron. 29: 13 – We praise Your glorious name.  How did he praise His name?
Read verses 10-12.








To praise is to give honor due.

God is praiseworthy – deserving praise.

Ex. 15:2 – 

I will extol Him(NAS95) Exalt (NKJV) 

What word in this verse is used parallel to these words?

_____________________________________________
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Some of the things we looked at were prayers and some of the other verses just help explain what praise is.

Praise can be done in many ways. You can praise in song, in word, and in action.  So when we praise in prayer, what we are saying gives God honor.  We honor Him by recognizing who He is and His great power.  But not only His power, His wisdom and loving kindness.
We need to have this kind of attitude when we pray.

Do we think of that when we pray? Do we praise, exalt and honor Him as we pray?

If we truly do believe in prayer, then really the very act of it praises Him.

D.  Thanks
We see that thanks and praise are used together a lot in prayer.  If we understand why we should honor Him, then in doing so we should ever be thankful.
Giving thanks or thanksgiving, is an expression of gratitude for blessings already received.
We have so much to be thankful for, and should want to thank Him. We should be honored to have the ability to speak to Him, use it.
Lets look  at Rom. 1:20-21 for a minute.

What problem did the people have?
______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why were these people without excuse?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


These people were with out excuse.  They did not honor and thank God, the Creator and giver of life.  We as Christians, are with out excuse, we better and should want to honor and thank God.  We need to thank him for this life, and life eternal.  Do we?
In everything give thanks – 1 Thes. 5:18.(speaking to Christians)
We are to have an attitude of thanksgiving in our prayers.

(Php. 4:6; Col. 4:2) 
We have so much to be thankful for.

If we truly are one who is thankful, then that is how we should want to start and end our day.

How can we awake to a new day and not be thankful.

We take too much for granted, each day we have is because He has allowed it.  Do our prayers reflect that?
The safety of our homes, as they shelter us from what ever weather is out there and also the dangers of this world.


We should be thankful for the very things we were  looking at in the previous lesson. The creation, all these natural blessings we have, and let us not forget the ability we have to enjoy these blessings. What I mean by that is our senses.  We can touch, see, smell, hear, etc… all these senses can be used with the natural blessings God has given us.  We should be thankful for our spouses, our children, our brethren, etc….  Have you thanked Him?

These are just a few ideas of things to be thankful for.
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Now the things I mentioned so far have been natural and physical blessings, let us not forget the greatest blessings of all, and that is our spiritual blessings. 

Without Christ, we would not even have an avenue to go to the Father in prayer.
Do we speak of Christ in our prayers?

Please take the time to think about this for a minute.

Please list a few things we should be thankful for.



These might be things you already thank God for, but let’s try to think hard and maybe recognize some things we haven’t noticed or thanked God for lately.

Be prepared to share this with the class so we might help one another be more mindful and thoughtful of things.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Let us try to think hard on this and see how we can be more thankful and look to ourselves as far as how we are


showing this thankfulness.  Are we thanking God in our prayers, and how often?  Is it often enough?  I don’t think it could be often enough in comparison of what has been done for us, pray without ceasing. 
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E. Complaint
Should we complain to God?

A lot of the time prayers of complaint are coupled with   petition.  We might complain to God, or go to Him speaking of the things that make our hearts heavy.  And when we do that, we might ask for some sort of relief or guidance or knowledge depending on the circumstances, and we should, because He did give us that avenue for that.   

Look at Psalms 54
We see in this psalm where this can be a prayer of complaint and petition.

We see how when we are troubled, asking God for his help can make us feel better. 
But, can we see another benefit that we can get from complaint on its own?  How might we benefit from this type of prayer?  God already knows our heart and what we face in our lives, yet He in His knowledge and wisdom provided a way to speak to Him, why?





Let me rephrase this, does it help us to keep things bottled up? ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do people go to see a Psychiatrist? 
I am sure they give advice as well, but a lot of the benefit comes from speaking or talking about what is troubling you.  Isn’t it a great blessing that we can do that to our Father in heaven.  Do we?









Pg. 31
The last type of prayer that we will look at has a lot to do with complaint. You might see with these complaints a petition for vengeance.
F.   Imprecatory
"Imprecate" = (IM pruh kate) 1. to pray for (evil, misfortune, etc.); invoke (a curse)..." W.NWD.
Anger in its self is not a sin, but how we deal with that anger can be.

Eph. 4:26 says – BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN;
That is quoting Ps. 4:4.
If we keep Eph. 4 in mind as we interpret Ps. 4, what is  Ps. 4:4 telling us?(Also note the footnotes in Ps. 4:4) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rom. 12:19-20 says – Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,”says the Lord.

(Quoting Dt. 32:35)  
So we see that we can take these things to the Lord and let

Him be the judge.
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We can see that that is exactly what David did in these imprecatory psalms.  He went to God with the complaint of those who were unrighteous and dealing with him unfairly.  He left it in the hands of the one that has the authority to do something about it.  He asked and petitioned God to handle it.

Please read these examples of imprecatory prayer.

(Ps. 35,52,56,58,59,69)  I just listed a few of these types of prayer, but you can find these throughout the Psalms. 
Name some things that David has complaint about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does he have reason to complain about these things?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How does he handle this? What does he trust in?

What verses in Ps. 35 show what David trusts in?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What verses show David’s thankfulness towards the LORD?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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I hope you can see what our attitude needs to be in this type of prayer.  We are to go to God and trust in Him.
We saw how David in these Psalms expressed the desire for the Judge of the earth to render justice. He was not asking for the opportunity to seek vengeance, and that should be our attitude as well.

Without punishment for crimes committed, justice fails, and “Law” means nothing.  This means that we should not seek this out of personal pride, hatred, or anger.  We should seek this out of a desire for justice.   

This has to do with anger against unrighteousness. 
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V. Attitude towards prayer
We have mentioned some points about our attitude in previous lessons.  In this lesson, I would like to focus on a couple of points that has to do with our attitude and action of prayer. 
In lesson 3, we looked at How to worship.  We saw the idea of 

wanting to serve.  All of this had to do with our attitude towards lesson 1 and 2. What worship is and Who/Why I should want to serve and honor such a loving God.
When we looked at the different types of prayer, these too have to do with our attitude.  Our trust and belief that He hears and is able to answer these prayers.  
So let’s look at some other attitudes we should have.
What attitude is Jesus speaking of in Lk. 18:9-14?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What I want to look at now has some similarities, but it is different. 

The other attitudes we looked at were within. Our attitude  always comes from within, but sometimes shows an outward action.  The motive comes from within, and our outward action can reflect our attitude towards God.  
Read Mt 6:5-6.
What is the attitude in verse 5?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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When you contrast verse 6 with this, what does this show our attitude should be?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 7 also tells us something about our attitude.

Whether in public or in secret, we should always be alert and think about what we are saying.

Verse 7 – “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.

When we looked at verse 6, it said that we should pray in secret, and we should, but that does not mean that is the only time we can pray.  This was showing what our attitude should be.  Look at Acts 27:35, the apostle Paul prayed in public.

What was Paul’s attitude towards prayer?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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I am not saying that the actions themselves always show ones attitudes, because we might be fooled, but you will not fool God. Not limited to prayer, but when we pray in public, our actions show one of two things.  That is, either we are teaching and encouraging, or trying to fool others to exalt ourselves.

We must honor God, not ourselves.  We do not deserve that glory, He does.









So which are we doing when we pray in public?

Think about this for a minute.

When you go out to eat, do you give thanks for the food?

Is it possible that your actions could impact someone else?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI.  When should we pray?
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If we are striving to have the right attitude towards prayer, who else should we look to for that example than Jesus.

A. When did Jesus pray?
Jesus evidently thought that prayer was important.

If the son of God used prayer when He walked as a man, shouldn’t that show us the importance of prayer?

Also, if Jesus prayed, shouldn’t we? 

We can tell the importance of prayer by looking at the examples of Jesus.

Lets look at some examples of Jesus praying, and see what we can learn from these examples.

Read Mt. 14:19;Mk. 6:41; Lk. 9:16.

What was Jesus praying for here?  Do we?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Mk. 1:35 and Mt. 14:23.

When, or at what time are these prayers being prayed?

How can that be important to us?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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There is something else we learn form these verses, what is that?  Besides the times, what else do these verses tell us?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
These that we just looked at are probably the most common times that some might pray, but lets look at some other times that Jesus prayed.

What about when we have decisions to make?

Lk. 6:12- 13.

What decision did Jesus have to make? 

Was it an important decision?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What else do we learn from this prayer?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What is happening in John 6:15?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This is a time of popularity, why might this be a good time to pray?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was Jesus praying for in Lk. 22:32

____________________________________________________________________________________________

What about in Lk. 23:34

____________________________________________________________________________________________

What does this teach us that we should pray about?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why did Jesus pray in  Jn. 11:41-42?

What did He accomplish by this prayer? (2 answers)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Mt. 26:26-27; Mk. 14:22-23; Lk. 22:17-19.
What is Jesus praying for? What is the circumstance?

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus prayed in times of trouble – Jn. 12:27-28
The beginning of His ministry    - Lk. 3:21-23

The end of His life and ministry – Lk. 23:46

He prayed in many different circumstances, shouldn’t we?

We just looked at some examples of how Jesus used prayer in His life.  We saw the circumstances, times, and places he used while He walked as a man.  Jesus was tempted in all things, but without sin.  Now He invites us to come to the throne of God through Him.

Shouldn’t we pray?  Will we pray? 

Read - Heb. 4:14-16.

B. The Apostles prayed    
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As we look at prayer in the life of the apostles, you might notice some similarities with Jesus’ prayers.

As we looked at with Jesus, keep in mind when the apostles prayed.  I am speaking of when as circumstances, time, and places.

As we look at these examples, we also need to keep in mind who these men were.  What I mean by that is their apostolic authority (Mt 28:19-20). 

What in Mt 28:19 could help us understand that these men are worthy examples to follow?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does verse 20 build on this idea?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although prayer is only one facet of the apostles’ lives we should emulate, we should always realize the value and authority of apostolic example in guiding our lives. 
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In 1 Cor. 11:1, Paul tells the church in Corinth to be imitators of him, just as he is an imitator of Christ.

We see this same idea in 1 Cor. 4:16 & 17.

What else can we learn from this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phil. 3:17 says “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”

In Phil 4:9, Paul says “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”

1 Thes. 1:6 – You also became imitators of us and the Lord.

We see this idea over and over.  If we understand this idea and apply it to prayer, we can see that we should follow their example in prayer.

The following verses are some instructions that the apostles left us.  These show the importance of prayer, and will help us with our attitude towards prayer.
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Use these verses and explain the importance of doing these things.  Also, show what these have to do with our attitude and how these can help our attitude towards prayer. 

1 Thes. 5:17 – 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Jn. 5:14-16  -

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 Pt. 4:7 –

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We see that the apostles taught that we should pray, and we can see in their lives that they did that very thing.  

They practiced what they preached.  Lets look at some examples of  prayer in their lives.

Look at Acts 1:14 (Note Lk 24: 47-49). 

What were they doing, and why?

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some things we could pray about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









Pg. 46

Acts 20:36 – When he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

This was after his address to the Ephesian elders.

What was Paul telling them or explaining to them up to this point?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In connection with this, what are some things we could pray about? (Note Acts 17:11-12; Lk. 8:18) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What were they praying about in Acts 1:24?

______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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What things might we pray for? 

(See Acts 20:28; 1 Tim 3:10, 14-15)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We see in Acts 8:22-24, that Simon had lost his relationship with God because of sin.

Simon asked Peter to pray for him (vs 24).

We can pray when we or someone else has sinned. 

(1 Jn. 1:19; 5:16; Jam. 5:14-16)

Read Acts 10:9.  Note when and where Peter prayed.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is this an example of in Acts 13:3? 

What were they praying about?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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We see a similar idea in Rom. 15:30-31, when Paul asks for prayers on his behalf.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

We can pray for opportunities like Paul did in Col. 4:3-4. 

There are many other examples of the apostles praying that we did not look at.  

The following are some more examples in Acts that you can look at: 

4:31; 8:15; 9:40; 12:12; 16:25; 21:5; 22:17; 28:8.
VII.  Public Prayer
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In the public assembly, there is one who leads us in prayer.  This person directs our thoughts by expressing petitions, praise, thanksgiving, and concerns to the throne of God.  Each saint in the assembly listens, and if what is said is the sentiments of his heart, then he says, “Amen”.

By doing this, he is saying that he agrees.  
1 Chron. 16:36 – We see here that after hearing what was said, the people said “Amen,” and praised the LORD.

What was the problem in 1 Co. 14:16?  What does this help us to understand about saying “Amen”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

See Dt. 27:11-26.
In public prayer, although only one is heard, all pray.

Although only one is speaking out loud, all speak within.

Only one expresses audibly, but all express personally.

Prayer does not have to be audible to be prayer.

God hears the prayers of the heart.
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Look at Hannah in 1 Sa. 1. Was Hannah praying?

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Was she speaking out loud?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although these examples are not speaking of prayer, they do show that God knows what is on our hearts.

“The LORD looks at the heart,” 1 Sam 16:7

“He Himself knew what was in man,” Jn 2:25

Mt 9:24 shows that Jesus knew their thoughts. 

(Also see Mk. 2:6-8)

Keep this in mind as we pray, whether audible or to ourselves, God hears.  Also keep in mind that God truly knows our hearts, so be honest as we pray.
When we are leading, we need to keep the circumstances in mind.  If we were leading the assembly in prayer before the lesson, we would not thank God for the food.  Although we should always be thankful, we must be mindful and thoughtful of the circumstances.
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When leading the first prayer or the closing prayer, we can be mindful of the lesson or the songs that we sang before the lesson. That might be something that we could or should incorporate in our prayer.  That is part of our worship service and we are praying in connection with and part of worship.
Mostly we were looking at the assembly, but that is not the only time we pray in public.  We might pray together as a group if we are sharing a common meal or maybe in a home bible study, but what about other functions?

What if these are functions that we might be the only Christian there, can we pray?

This is something we need to keep in mind, because if you have not run into this already, you probably will at some point.  

What about at work or a family function, and as far as you know you are the only Christian, is it okay to lead a prayer?   Keep in mind what we have already looked at.

When leading a prayer, you are praying.  You are speaking to God.  The other people’s condition do not change your condition with God.  You are praying to Him and he hears you.  If they agree with you, they can say “Amen”, but if they do not have a relationship with God, then He does not hear them.

If you are given this opportunity, look at it in this way.

Keep in mind what doors might be opened because of the opportunity.  You might open a door to teach one that heard you.

If you do this, keep in mind what you are saying and keep in mind the lack of knowledge of those who hear 

you.
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Speak in a way that would make them think or give them reason to ask questions.

Use this as an opportunity.   
We just looked at how one should lead a prayer.

Now we want to look at who can lead?

Can a woman lead a prayer? 

Please give verses to support your answers.

(Please think about the question, there is more than one answer.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Do they have to be a Christian?  

(Please give scripture to support your answer.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we looked at above, we would not ask a sinner to lead prayer.  And what I mean by sinner is one who is continuing to live a life of sin.  We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)

We do not always know the spiritual condition of a man.

We can only base this off of what we know about the man and the actions we see and hear of.
If one’s devotion to God is in question for good reason,

would it be condoning his conduct by asking him to lead in public prayer?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WORSHIP LESSON 5          
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Music as worship
What is music?

Definition of music from Webster’s Online Dictionary:

a: the science or art of ordering tones or sounds in succession, in combination, and in temporal relationships to produce a composition having unity and continuity b: vocal, instrumental, or mechanical sounds having rhythm, melody, or harmony
We looked at a definition of music, and that can help us in understanding how the word is used. But, if we are  wanting to understand what acceptable music in worship is, we will have to look to the word of the one we are worshiping to understand what is acceptable to Him.

As we have looked at before, worship has to do with His worthiness.  If we are truly going to worship with music because He is worthy of praise and devotion, then that means we want to do this in a way that pleases Him.

The only way we can please God is through obedience to Him.  If we are going to be obedient then we must understand that the only way to do that is to worship in ways that are authorized by Him.  

We can call it worship, but if it does not accord to His will, He does not accept it as worship. 

I.  Instrumental or Mechanical Music
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So what does the word of God teach about music in worship?

First let’s look at the instrumental or mechanical part of the definition.  You will find examples of instrumental music in the OT, and I would like to address that before we look at other parts of our definition.

I know people are thinking, the OT speaks of musical instruments.  That is correct.  In the OT, musical instruments were used as, or to, worship.  

Who played these instruments in worship?
____________________________________________________________________________________

So we see that we can not use the OT to authorize instrumental music.  One reason is because even though instrumental music was used in the OT, even if we lived back in those times, you and I would not be the ones doing this.
The fact of the matter is that there are other things besides the musical instruments that we will not find 


in the NT as part of worship.  Did they not also have sacrifices?

How can we want to include instruments and exclude things such as sacrifices.

Don’t get me wrong, I would agree that sacrifices are not authorized or needed. But, this is because of fact, not feeling.  
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Read  Heb. 8:7, what is it telling us?
____________________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 10:9-10 – tells us that He takes away the first in order to establish the second.

Jesus Christ was offered one time for all times – vs.  10. 

One sacrifice for sins for all time – vs. 12.

For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified – vs. 14.

There is no longer a need for sacrifices.  In that same way we must understand that some things that were done under the old law were done away with.

If you do a word study on the words music, musical, instrument,  instruments, you will notice that the only time these words were used in the NT in connection with music or musical instruments was in Lk. 15:25.

This is not speaking of worship.  This referred to the celebration for the return of the prodigal son.

So does this mean that the NT does not teach music as part of worship?  No, but it does tell us that we might be looking to the wrong words and meaning.


The problem could be that we might already have the meaning in our head.  This could be an incorrect meaning.
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What can the scripture teach us?

Remember our definition above said that music could be: vocal, instrumental, or mechanical sounds having rhythm, melody, or harmony
Note: The words instrumental and mechanical were not found in the bible.

We did find the words instrument and instruments in the NT, but they did not have to do with music.

We do not see examples of instrumental music in the NT.

II. Vocal Music

Please keep in mind that just because something was in the old law, that does not mean we automatically exclude it either.  Singing as worship was in the old law, but we also see examples of those who do the very same thing in the NT.

Before we go to the NT, lets look at some things in the OT.

There are so many references of singing in the OT.  Again, that in itself does not make it right with what we do today.  But, this does harmonize with the NT teaching, and we will look at that in a moment.  There were way too many references to list them all, especially in the Psalms. 

So, let’s look at a few of these and see what they teach us in connection with singing.
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What is being sung in Judges 5:3? Why is he singing?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What about 2 Sam. 22:50?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is being sung about in 1 Chron. 16:23?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Psalm 5:11 - When you contrast the two types of people in this psalm, who are the ones that should want to sing and why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is being sung about in Ps. 7:17?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why are they singing in Ps. 95: 1-2 ? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Ps. 100.  Note the reasons why we should sing.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ps. 105:2 – ________________________________

__________________________________________

As we said, we also see this word vocal in our definition of music.








Although you will not find this word in the bible either, there are words you can find that are vocal and have to do with music.

That is what we were just looking at in the OT.  Let’s see what the NT has to say about singing.

You will find the words sing and singing in the NT.

Sing – Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; Heb. 2:12; Jas 5:13.

Singing - Mt. 26:30; Mk. 14:26; Acts 16:25; Eph 5:19; Col. 3:16.

Now out of these nine verses that came up in the word study, seven of these are part of the eight witnesses that we will look at in a moment.
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Mt. 26:30 and Mk. 14:26 are not considered part of the witnesses because these took place before the death of Christ.

These eight witnesses help us to understand what kind of music is authorized under the New Covenant.

Rom. 15:9 –  “I will sing to your name”
1 Cor. 14:15 – “I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.”

Heb. 2:12 – “I will sing your praise”

Jas 5:13 –  “Sing praises”

Acts 16:25 –  “Singing hymns of praise to God”

Eph. 5:19 – “Singing and making melody with your heart”  
Col. 3:16 – “Singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 









The verse that we are about to look at is the only one of the eight that did not come up in the word search.  

It includes singing, but the verse refers to it as the “fruit of the lips”.

Lets look at Heb. 13:15 – “A sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of the lips”
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III. Thoughts that some might have about music

Wouldn’t it sound better to have musical instruments?
Maybe, but that in itself does not authorize something.

Remember Uzzah?  What was the problem? 

(Give book, chapter, and verse.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What about Nadab and Abihu? What happened here?

(Where do we find this?)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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What about singing outside of the assembly?

Remember what we looked at in our first classes.

Worship does not necessarily mean as a group, it has to do with His worthiness.  So if we are singing words that express our devotion and praise to God, no matter where we are, that is worship.

If there are instruments accompanying, then that is not acceptable worship.  Lets keep this in mind when we are at functions during certain seasons, whether at our families house or maybe school functions.

We need to think about this if we allow our children to participate in these things.  We need to explain to our children why this is not right.

One thing we need to keep in mind is that singing has to do with the heart.  As we have looked at in Eph. 5:19, we are to sing and make melody with our heart.  That is singing from the heart as an expression of praise and devotion.

Question, is all a cappella acceptable?

Let me ask in this way.  Let’s say you agree that there should not be instrumental music in songs of worship, even if they are not sung in “worship service” or “the assembly”.  
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Here is something to think about.  What about music that is all a cappella, we are not accompanying with instruments, but it just sounds like it is.  Some are singing and some are making the instrumental sounds with their voices.  Can you see a problem with this? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I think that there is more than ability in mind here.  When we sing, it is not about our ability to sing.  The melody that is spoken of is from the heart, it is not in the sounds itself, but the words and thoughts as we sing. We see this in Col. 3:16 also.  When you sing, you reflect or should be reflecting and thinking about what you are saying.

Words that are expressed from the heart are beautiful to God no matter the sound.  Aren’t we glad that He is not measuring the ability, but the heart.
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So we need to keep this mind.  I think this is something that song leaders especially can fall into if not careful, and that is focusing on the mechanics, rather than the words.  

It might not even be a problem with focusing on the mechanics to a point that we loose thought in what we are saying.  It could be that this is a song we are so familiar with that we sing it with out thinking of


what we are saying.  Let us not forget why we are singing.  If we will focus on Gods worthiness and wanting to please Him, we will worship Him with authorized music, that is singing.  And as we do this, it will be with thought and from the heart.
WORSHIP LESSON 6
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The “ Lord’s Supper”

The word supper can be used in more than one way.

So we need to understand what this supper is.

This supper, we take in connection with the Lord.

We know by examples of other passages that words can be used to take on different meanings.  What I mean by that, is figures of speech. 

Here are some examples of words being used to mean something other than the conventional meaning:

· “Blood”  -  Romans 5:9 uses the word “blood”.          Is it talking about the red substance that flows through your body?  We know by verses 8 and 10 that it has another meaning in mind.     “Blood” = death 
· “Cross”  -  Gal. 6:12,14 uses the word “cross”.           Is it talking about a cross?                                              Also see 1 Cor. 1:17,18, and 23.                              “Cross” = gospel, or, message of the cross.
· “Cup”  -  Lk. 22:17a  uses the word cup.  Verse 17b says to take the cup and share it among yourselves.  How are they to take and share a cup?                   Verse 18 explains what is meant by that.               “Cup” = contents of the cup, i.e. fruit of the vine.
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 We can see from these examples above that we have to look at the way the word is used in order to understand the meaning being used in that context.

These are examples of metonymy.  

Metonymy - This is a figure of speech in which a thing is replaced by its attribute, eg “Wall Street’ for “stock market.”  Webster’s Universal Dictionary

I. Word Usage
Let’s take some time to look at this word supper.

We want to look at God’s word and see how He uses this word.  We will look at the different meanings that this word can have, and we will also look at a similar word.

We want to see how the word or term “breaking bread” is used.

A. Supper

This word can have more than one meaning.

This word can refer to a meal, but that is not the only way that it is used.

Let’s look at 1 Cor. 11 to make our point.

Read 1 Cor. 11:20 – 25.                                How many times is this word used? ______________________________________
What verses do we find these in? ______________________________________   
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Does the word “supper” have the same meaning in each verse?  ______________________________________
When Paul is speaking to the Corinthians, he refers to the “Lord’s Supper”.  He is speaking of this supper, but explains how what they are doing is not the observing the “Lords Supper”.

The NAS version says “it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper”.

The ASV,1901 says “It is not possible to eat the Lord’s Supper.”

The meaning is this, what they were doing was not what the Lord had in mind when He instituted this supper. Verse 21 builds on this.

This describes that what they were doing was taking as if a meal. Verse 22, What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink?

In verses 23 and following, Paul speaks of this account in the way it was recorded.  In verse 25 it talks about these elements being taken “after supper”. So, one thing we learn about the “Lord’s Supper”, is that it was not a meal.  Again, that was the very idea that Paul was speaking about. Now, when this was being instituted, what supper was this after?  What supper is being referred to?
 (See Lk. 22:1,7,11-13,20)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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So we see from these verses that in 1 Cor. 11:20-25, it uses this word and is speaking of three different suppers.
So we know for certain that what ever this supper is, it is not a meal. Verse 34 says that if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home.
The “Lord’s Supper” is that memorial the Lord established (vs. 23), to be in remembrance of Him (Verses 24 & 25).  This was distinguished from their “own supper” which they introduced in the assembly to satisfy their own hunger. (verses 21,22, and 34).

The “Lord’s Supper” is the memorial the Lord instituted during and after the Passover Supper.  

The Passover Supper was a Jewish memorial, and the Lord’s Supper is a Christian memorial.

These two memorials were similar, but different.  

They shared the same focal point.  For 1500 years, the Passover Supper looked forward to the sacrifice of the Lamb of God.  

The Lord’s Supper looks back to that sacrifice. 

They are both memorials to God’s people for redemption by blood.








Pg. 69

The Passover Supper was a memorial to Israel of their redemption from the bondage of Egypt by the blood of a lamb.

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial to Christians of their redemption from the bondage of sin by the blood of the Lamb.

Although they have some similarities, they also differ.  Unlike the Passover Supper, the Lord’s Supper is not a literal supper.  

They also differ in frequency of observance.  The Passover Supper was observed yearly, and the Lord’s Supper is observed weekly.

The Lord’s Supper includes no reference to national experience.

Also, the Passover Supper was instituted by Moses. As we have just looked at, the Lord’s Supper was instituted by the Lord. 

We can see how this idea of “supper” can be put for “the Lord’s memorial”.  We started out looking at this figure of speech called metonymy.

1 Cor. 11: 24 & 25 – We do this, or partake of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance.  

In memory of who He is and why He came.










Pg. 70
B. Breaking Bread
Read the following verses:

Gen. 3:19; Gen. 43:31; Mt 6:11.

What is the term “bread” used to mean? 
___________________________________
Some other verses that help show this are 

Gen. 28:20 and 31:54.

If you have access to more than one version, please look at what words are used in other versions.

____________________________________________________________________________
Bread was the principal food in the East.  As we can see from the passages that we looked at, it came to stand for food in general.

Read Lam. 4:4; Lk 24:30; Mk. 6:41; Acts 27:35.

What can you learn about the word “break” or “broke” from these verses? What does the word mean?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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As we can see from these verses, to “break” bread was to break the food off in pieces for the purpose of eating or distributing.

We will see that this term “breaking bread”, like the term “supper”, was used in more than one way.
Look at Acts 2:46, what is this “breaking bread” referring to?  What in the text helps us to understand this?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What about a couple of verses previous.   Is this referring to a common meal in Acts 2:42?
What in the text makes you come to this conclusion?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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So we can see, just like the word “supper”, this word or group of words were used at times to have a special meaning.  
The term “breaking bread” came to be used by the disciples to refer to the memorial of the Lord’s death, the “Lord’s Supper”.
The only way we are going to know what is meant by the word, is by context and harmony, just like we have done with the previous verses. 
C. Communion

The Lord’s Supper is called the “communion” of the body of Christ.

The word “communion” is used in 1 Co. 10:16, in the KJV, NKJV, and ASV versions.

What does it mean to call it “communion”?

With whom is the communion? How do we have communion?

1 Cor. 10:16 – The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? (NKJV)
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1 Cor. 10:16 – Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ?  Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? (NAS95)

With whom is our communion?

Verse 16 – Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ?  Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
How do we have communion?

(Read 1 Cor. 11:26)
____________________________________________________________________________
We need to keep in mind that we are not obtaining forgiveness by partaking, as some might believe, or practice.  

We are remembering the forgiveness we have because of the blood of the covenant (Mt.26:26)

The covenant that was ratified by His blood, His death. 
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II. Purpose of the Lord’s Supper

As we just looked at, the power is not in the elements.  The power is in remembrance.

1 Cor. 10, we see that this is a sharing with Christ.

We also saw in 1 Cor. 11, that we proclaim the Lord’s death as often as we partake.

Read Mt. 26:26; Mk. 14:22; Lk. 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:23-24.

These verses refer to when the Lord instituted this supper.  Do all of these verses say, “do this in remembrance of Me”? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
We know that there is no power in the elements themselves.

Why are we to do this?  What are we to remember?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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When we partake, we are saying I believe.
We are having vertical and horizontal fellowship.

What I mean by that, is that most importantly, we are having fellowship with God. (Vertical)

But we also have fellowship with one another. (Horizontal) Heb. 10:23-25

We can be encouraged by one another’s faith.









Pg. 76
III. The Elements

As we looked at previous, the power was not in the elements.

We do not receive forgiveness by partaking of the elements.  As we know, forgiveness is obtained another way.  This is a reminder of the forgiveness that we have.

As stated, we are to do this in memory.

In memory of what?  This is a reminder of what Christ has done for us.  

Read the different accounts where the Lord’s Supper was instituted. 

Mt. 26:26-35; Mk. 14:22-31; Lk.22:14-23.

Also, read what Paul says in 1 Cor. 11:23-33.  

Mt. 26:26 – While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is My body.”   

MK. 14:22 – While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is My body.” 
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Lk. 22:19 – And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”  
1 Cor. 11:23 – The Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”  

KJV and NKJV say – which is broken for you.

We see the idea of the bread as a symbol of His body.  He gave His life for us.

See Col. 1:22; Heb. 10:10; 1 Pet. 2:24.

Mt. 26:27 – And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which was poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

Mk. 14:23 – And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it.  And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  Truly I say to you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
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Lk. 22:17 – When He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now until the kingdom of God comes.”  

Verse 20 – And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” 

1 Cor. 11:25 – In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying,  “This is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Like we have looked at in a previous class, the cup is put for the contents.  This is the fruit of the vine.  The fruit of the vine is a symbol of the blood, that is the death.

We see how this was referred to as the blood of the covenant.  Christ’s death made the new covenant possible.

Also see Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20; 1 Pet. 1:19; 1 Jn. 1:7; Rev. 1:5.

If you notice how this is worded in some of the passages, it might help us understand some things.

We could use more than one verse to see this, but let’s focus on one in order to make our point.

Let’s look at  Lk. 22:19.  
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Speaking of the “bread”, Jesus says, “This is My body which is given for you.”  We see from the text that this has to do with a body given.  What was given? What did Christ give?

When we partake of the “bread”, we are not to think of actual flesh, but Him.  That is the incarnate son of God that died for us, and our need for Him.  

Just like the bread is not for the actual flesh, the same goes for the “fruit of the vine.”

If you combine the thoughts or word usage from the verses speaking of the bread, it says to “take, eat” – or, “do this” in remembrance.  In remembrance of what? Who He is, and why He had to come.  

In this same way, the “fruit of the vine” is not to make us think of His actual blood.  It is not speaking of the red stuff, but put for His death.

Lk 22:20 – This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

This covenant that was ratified by His blood, or His death. (Heb. 9:16)

 The idea is to remember Him.

The bread is like His body; The fruit of the vine is like His blood.

“eat” = (believe in, trust in) His body (incarnation to die for the sins of men).

“drink” = (believe in, trust in) His blood of the new covenant(that His death was necessary to, and accomplished the ratification of the covenant providing remission of sins).
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Read Jn. 6:35, 50-56.

This is not speaking of the “Lord’s Supper”, but it is speaking of the very thing we are declaring as we partake. Remember what we looked at when we were looking at this idea of communion, or sharing. 

1 Cor. 11:26 -  As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death.
In this lesson, we have been speaking of the elements and what they stand for.  I also want us to look at some specifics about the elements.

We are to eat the “bread” and drink the “cup”.

Why these elements?  Simply, because that is what the Lord has specified.

Can we use any kind of bread?

This is specific to unleavened bread.

Read Mk. 14:1,12.  Is this different from the bread in Mk. 14:22, where we see the “Lord’s Supper” instituted?

What about Mt. 26:17 and Mt 26:26.

Also see Lk. 22:1,7, and 19.

(Some other verses to look at: Ex. 12:15; 13:6; 23:15; 34;18…etc.)
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What is the cup?  This is put for the contents.

Read Mt 26:27; Mk 14:23; Lk. 22:17,20.

These verses speak of the cup, and if you look at the verses that follow, they are specific to the contents.

Mt. 26:29; Mk. 14:25; Lk. 22:18 – 

Fruit of the vine.

WORSHIP LESSON 7 - Giving
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We will see that giving has to do with our heart.

This idea is not unique to giving.  There are things we are told that we should do, and we should do them.

But when we have the right attitude, we should want to do them.  God’s will should be our will.

When we give, it should be out of a love for God, and His people.

Keep in mind that all we have that is good, comes from Him.

God is the one that provides these Natural, Physical, and Spiritual blessings, not us.

When God commands things, it is for good.  What I mean by that is, we know that if we will listen to His counsel, it is always for our good and the good of others.

So remember as we do this, it is God’s will, and it is to benefit others.

As we look at this lesson, I hope we will better understand how it helps others.

That which we give is for the Lord’s work.

That is, supporting the local work, and preachers, and saints in need.

In what we give as physical, is reaped spiritually.

Of course as we give with the right heart that benefits us because it pleases God.

But also, as what we give might support physical needs, this also benefits others spiritually.

Take preachers support for example.  Although this gives the financial help, they are able to help others spiritually, and we have a share in that as we support them.
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As we look at this subject of giving, we will break this down into 3 sections.  

We will look at our attitude toward giving, preacher support, and when/amount.

I.  Attitude towards giving

     If we are wanting to please God, and be able to be          used by God, then what will our attitude need to be?

What is this giving? Who is giving, and to whom is it for?

What can we learn from 1 Cor. 16:1?

Who is Paul speaking to? 
___________________________________________

What is he speaking about?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What about Acts 4:32.  Who is being spoken about?

______________________________________________________________________________________
What were they doing? ___________________  

Verse 32 shows that none claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them. Verse 34 even shows that there was not a needy person among them.

Who would a person among them be?  ___________
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2 Cor. 8:4 – calls it the support of the saints.



What is this described as in 2 Cor. 8:6 & 7?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does the end of 2 Cor. 9:7 tell us?  What does God love? __________________________________
Does this describe our attitude?

What does the beginning of this verse explain about a cheerful giver? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We need to keep in mind that it has to do with more than just purposing in our heart.

We see that it is not just to purpose it, we see that we a re to do as we purposed.

Look at 2 Cor. 9:4.  What would have happened if they came and they had not done as they had purposed.  Not enough just to purpose, but we must follow through.

When we give, whose is this anyway? 

Is this ours or God’s?

Look at Deut. 16:17.

Although this is speaking of what they were to due in the old covenant, some of the things that are explained have always been the same.  
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Gen. 1:1 – “In the beginning God created”.

You see the idea of God has given, and the LORD your God is giving you.  This idea is not new.

Verse 17 – Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has given you.

These things are God’s.  We are only stewards of these things.  How will we use them? 

Look at 2 Cor. 9:6.  This is not limited to this passage, but I want to look at this passage to make a point.

Who is giving and reaping in verse 6?  ____________
Who is supposed to be the cheerful giver in verse 7?

______________________________________________________________________________________
Look at verse 15.  Whose gift is this? ___________________________________________
So we see how it is our gift, but you see the idea of it as His gift.

We have mentioned in a previous class that we do not know how God might use us.  If we are doing as we should, that gives Him opportunity to use us for His work.  

Think about these men we support.  Couldn’t they say that the funds they receive are a gift from God? _____
So when we give, let’s give with an attitude of one that wants to please God. (Phil. 4:18)
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II.  Preacher Support

We will look to the NT in a moment to see some examples of men preaching the gospel, getting support from saints.

Before we do that, let’s look to the OT and see what we can learn there in connection with the support of the work of the Lord.  

Priests gave their time to do God’s work.  He provided for them - (The people gave).  In this same way, we are to support these men that are doing the Lord’s work today.  That is, these that are preaching and teaching the gospel.  As we will see from some passages, these men were to devote their time to their duties.

Read 2 Chron. 31:4.  

What did he command the people to do?

___________________________________________
Why were they to do this?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read numbers 18.  What did the LORD do with the offerings that were given to Him? ______________________________________________________________________________________
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So we see how it was God’s plan to provide for those that are doing His work in this capacity.

Look at Phil 4:18.

This is an example of how Paul was supported by the Philippians.  

How did Paul describe this support?  Did this please more than Paul?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read 3 John 1:5-8.

This shows that we should support such work, but it also tells us something else.  What are we doing, or what do we have with these men when we support them in this way?  

___________________________________________
III.  When/Amount
We looked at how we should give when we looked at our attitude towards giving, now let’s look at when we should give and the amount.

We see from 1 Cor. 16:2, that this collection was to be made on the first day of the week.

What else do we learn from this verse in connection with giving? ______________________________________________________________________________________
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So as we have prospered, we are to give that on the first day of the week.

The NT does not specify the amount.

We do know, as we have already looked at, that we are to support this work.  We also know that this giving is for the work of the Lord.  

So the question is, what part do we want to have in that?  Keep this in mind as we give a portion of the blessings we have to support the work of the one that blesses us.

We do know in the OT, that they were to tithe. 

That is, that they were to give a tenth of the gross of their earnings.  

Now we are not told that in the NT, but there are some things we should keep in mind.
Now we have an example of these saints giving according to their ability.  Then is goes on to say that this was really beyond their ability.

Look at the gladness they had.  They were glad to serve God and His people in this way.

Do we give in this way?  Are we a cheerful giver like we looked at in 2 Cor. 9:7?

In mark 12:41-44, we see an example of how money was given, and how Jesus felt about what was given.

Verse 41 says that Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and began observing how people were putting in money into the treasury.
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How much did the rich people put in? ___________________________________________
How about the widow? ______________________________________________________________________________________
Who does Jesus say gave the most, and why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Keep in mind, He is still observing how people are putting money into the treasury.  We should remember that as we give.

I am not saying that God expects us to give all that we have, but we need to think about this as we give.

So we can see that it has to do with more than the amount itself, it has to do with our heart and willingness to give.  This should be a purpose that we are willing to give for, especially when we consider what has been given for us.
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I want us to think about one more thing in connection with giving.

When we give, keep in mind those that count on us.  I hope that we are giving as we have purposed. And I also hope that we have purposed in a way considering where our blessings come from and remembering that it is His work that we support with our giving.

You know, I mentioned those that count on us.  Look at Neh. 13:10.  I know that this is talking about the Levites, but remember that we are to support

preachers, just like they were to support the priests and Levites.  If you look at the support of preachers in this same way, that would mean that men might have to study less or focus more time on earning an living, rather than doing as God had planned.

So I ask, how will we give?
