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Introduction
* Pre-Class Instruction: Read the entire book. Record your impression. *
I. Title - Ecclesiastes
1) Transliterated Greek word for “preacher”

2) Pronunciation: \i-ˌklē-zē-ˈas-(ˌ)tēz,\ 
3) Etymology: 

Late Latin EcclEsiastes from Greek Ekklēsiastēs, literally, preacher (translation of Hebrew qōheleth), from ekklēsiastēs member of an assembly, from ekklēsia
4) In Hebrew, qōheleth (Koheleth) means “person in the act of calling together an assembly for the purpose of addressing them”

5) Plural form, ecclesiastes not ecclesiaste.  Why?  Ecc 12:9-10, Prov 1:20-21

6) Alternate versions: Preacher / Teacher / Leader of the assembly
II. Author

1) Traditional View - Solomon

· King of Jerusalem - Ecc 1:1, 12

· Wisdom - Ecc 1:16; 1 Kings 3:7-9 & 4:29-34

· Wealth - Ecc 2:7-9; 1 Kings 3:12-13 & 4:21-29; 2 Chron 9:13-28
· Constructions - Ecc 2:4-6; 1 Kings 7:1-12

· Ensnarement by women - Ecc 7:26-29; 1 Kings 11:1-8

· Other achievements - Ecc 12:9-10; 1 Kings 4:30-34; Prov 1:1, 10:1, 25:1

· Assumed to be written approximately 945 B.C.

2) Arguments against Solomon authorship
· Corruption in government - Ecc 3:16, 4:13-16, & 5:8

· Linguistics / Language usage of post exile Hebrew, Chaldean influence
· Dissimilarity of style to Proverbs & Song of Solomon

· Particular phrases

· Ecc 1:1 “.. in Jerusalem”
· Ecc 1:12 “was”
· Ecc 1:16 “all before me”

· Ecc 2:18 “heir”
3) Strongest support for Solomon as author 

III. Purpose
1) The Preacher seeks to answer the one question that so many continue to seek, Ecc 1:3
· What is the meaning of life?

· Applying principles of philosophy/reason to analyze the perplexities of life
· Epicurean, Stoic, & Cynic 

· In his wisdom, he eliminates all possibilities; thereby, identifying the answer

· And how we should live our lives! 

2) Mark or list all the phrases “under the sun” or similar (“under heaven”, “on land”, etc) in the book.  

· Total count?

3) Specific focus of his study? 
· This defines the context of all scriptures in the book  

· Must be remembered for correct interpretation!

· The focus is emphasized by repetition to avoid any confusion 

IV. Theme

1) Mark or list all the phrases of “vanity”, “striving after the wind” or similar ideas 

· Total count?

2) Mark or list all the phrases “what profit”, “what advantage” or similar ideas  

· Total count?

3) These repeated phrases give us the theme of the book. Ecc 1: 2-3
All is Vanity

4) Definitions:  

· Vanity  

· Merriam-Webster Dictionary: “something that is vain, empty or valueless”
· Hebrew literal: “breath” or “light wind”
· Hebrew meaning in context: 
“that which passes away quickly & completely”

“that which leaves no measurable or adequate result”

· Synonymous with futile, empty, valueless

· Not the same as senseless or meaningless

· Profit
· Merriam-Webster Dictionary: 

“a valuable return”

“the excess of returns over expenditure after the completion of a transaction”

· Synonymous with advantage, gain, and benefit
· In complete opposition to vanity 
5) There is no Profit
· Only profit noted is as one thing relates to another, Ecc 7:11-12
· Fleeting nature of life negates all possible gains
6) Remember context of narrow view of life in this book!
· Contrast this book with the rest of the Holy Scriptures
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7) However, the author does have faith in God and intimation of a future 
· Faith - Ecc 2:24-26, 3:10-17, 5:1-7
· Future – Ecc 7:18, 8:12-13, 11:9, 12:7

· Just isn’t the focus of the book
V. Outline

1) Introduction / Prologue, Ecc 1:1-3
2) Observations of life, Ecc 1:4 – 6:12
3) Wisdom for application in life, Ecc 7:1 – 12:8

4) Concluding exhortation, Ecc 12:9-14










