


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 33        

Chapter Eleven
I. Optimism over Pessimism (Ecc 11:1-6)
1) Pessimistic attitude of life
· pessimism:  an inclination to emphasize adverse aspects, conditions, and possibilities or to expect the worst outcome
· Why are people given to pessimism? 
· What is the outcome of this attitude? Ecc 11:4

2) Optimistic attitude
· optimism:  an inclination to put most favorable construction upon events or to anticipate the best outcome

· The opposing philosophy of life to pessimism
· This attitude is not a guarantee of success

· Misfortune still possible, v 2

· Unfortunate events still occur, v 3

· The unknown remains unknown, v 5
· In view of this, what does the preacher recommend? Ecc 11:1-2, & 6

3) List practical applications in our lives for the following areas:
· Business

· Family

· Evangelism

II. Reasons to enjoy life (Ecc 11:7-10)
1) Man is recommended to enjoy life
· It is pleasant and good to “see the sun”, v 7
· Rejoice in all your years, v 8

· Rejoice in the pleasant days of youth, v 9

· Enjoy the impulses of the heart and desires, v 9

· Is this recommendation to enjoy life given without limits or restraint to fulfill desires? Explain.  Ecc 11:9-10 (See also 2 Cor 5:10 & Heb 9:27)
· List areas of “present” life in which application can be made?

2) Why is man given this recommendation?

· Ecc 11: 8  →

· Ecc 11:10  →

I. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book

6) Does Ecc 9:3-6 teach that the dead are unconscious?  Explain.










