


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 30        

Chapter Ten
I. Foolishness & Wisdom (Ecc 10:1-20)
1) Folly deplored, Ecc 10:1-3
· Folly destroys one’s reputation, Ecc 10:1
· What do you remember about the following men?
· President Nixon  →

· King David  →

· King Solomon  →

· Peter (apostle)  →

· Only takes a little folly to ruin a reputation
· Despite that this person may be wise & performed many sensible actions

· An act of foolishness can outweigh all the good in the mind’s of others

· Just as the fly (small creature) ruins the perfumer’s oil

· Should a follower of God be concerned with their reputation? Neh6:10-13, Mt 5:13-16, 1 Peter 2:11-12, & 1 Tim 3:7

· Folly leads one astray, Ecc 10:2-3
· Wise man’s heart in his right hand
· heart: capacity for understanding, wisdom, sense [Strong’s 03820]
· What idea can the “right hand” connote?
· 1 Kings 2:19 / Ps 45:9 & 110:1 →

· Ps 16:8, 109:31, 110:5 →

· Wisdom is elevated to place of importance
· Trusted to guide and deliver in proper conduct
· Fool’s heart in his left hand

· Indicates the opposite of the right, Mt 25:33
· Wisdom not given importance or relied upon

· Actions will go astray, Prov 13:16
· Thus, betrays or shows his foolishness, lack of sense

2) Meekness before rulers, Ecc 10:4

· Why should one practice obedience and submission to a ruler? Ecc 10:4, Prov 15:1, 25:15
· Example of submission, 1 Sam 25:21-28, 30-33
· Compare with Dan 3:13-19

3) Improper distribution of authority upon fools, Ecc 10:5-7

· What place is given to the foolish and lowly?
· To ride upon a horse is a place of honor, Esther 8:7-11
· Often only the rich posses them

· Movement or travel without expenditure of your own energy

· An example of this event, Esther 3:1

· Haman’s other characteristics, Esther 3:5, 5:11-13

· Likened unto errors from a ruler
· error: 1) an act through ignorance, deficiency or accident fails to achieve what should be done 2) that which is done in ignorance, unwittingly, or unawares [MWD]

· This is the epitome (ultimate example) of folly in an exalted position
· The wise are demeaned

· The rich and princes (noble character) are in the place of the lowly

· In this context, rich is not just wealth, but riches in wisdom, Prov 14:24

· This is an evil and sorrow to those who witness

· How does one behave in this situation? Ecc 10:4, 8:2-3

4) The wise escape dangers of labor, Ecc 10:8-10

· Dangers are ever present
· This includes the remedial tasks we perform everyday

· Inclusive of all aspects of life, dealings with rulers and authorities

· Why are the wise more likely to escape danger than the fool? Ecc 10:10, 2:13-14

5) Folly in speech, Ecc 10:11-15

· The words of the wise
· gracious: marked by good tact and delicacy, acceptable or pleasing [MWD]
· The wise are more able to obtain favor and conciliation from authorities & rulers

· The wise clearly have an advantage over the fool, Prov 10:32

· The words of the fool
· Who is most endangered by the speech of fools? Ecc 10:12, Prov 10:14

· Speech is foolishness & raving madness
· May attack others verbally (slander), Ecc 10:11 “NKJ”
· Especially endangers himself when this is against an authority

· Boastful and confident in the future, Ecc 10:14-15

· Even though no one knows the future

· Yet wearied by their own ineffectual labor, unable to profit by it
· Gross ignorance concerning the most obvious of affairs

6) Foolishness of selfish rulers, Ecc 10:16-19

· Foolish ruler is identified by his actions
· Feasts in the morning, not for strength but for drunkenness

· Self indulgence exhibits his immaturity as a “lad”

· What becomes of the country ruled by such foolish ruler? Ecc 10:18
· Better is the land with proper rulers, Ecc 10:17

· Feasts at proper time for strength

· Strength needed in order to serve the people, not self

· True purpose of government is to serve people, 1 Kings 12:7 / Mt 20:25-28

7) Speak no ill of those in power, Ecc 10:20

· The wisdom of the preacher advises not to curse rulers or those in authority

· Note even in private this should be followed

· Regardless of the faults of the authorities, Ecc 10:6-7, 16-19

· Why? See also Ecc 8:3-4

II. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book

6) Does Ecc 9:3-6 teach that the dead are unconscious?  Explain.










