


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 27        

Chapter Nine
I. Enduring the inevitability of death (Ecc 9:1-12)
1) Common fate of man, Ecc 9:1-6
· In the hands of God
· The wise and righteous are in His hands

· However, man knows neither love or hatred from God
· Does God make a distinction “under the sun”?  Explain! Ecc 9:1-2(NKJ), 8:12, 14

· One event happens to all
· The righteous and the wicked receive the same, death
· Regardless of :

· whether one seeks God’s favor (by obedience) or not

· wisdom, Ecc 2:14-16

· prosperity, Job 21:22-26

· This is an evil, a pain & displeasure to man
· The inevitable fleeting nature of life fills man with sorrow and madness

· Better to be alive than dead

· This is true for any state of the living

· Live dog better than dead lion

· Lowly and alive better than great and dead

· Why is this true? Explain. Ecc 9:5-6, Job 14:13 & 21
· Do the conclusions previously asserted mean that man has no consciousness or that man ceases to exist after death?  Explain from context.  See also Lk 16:22, 24-25 / 2 Sam 15:11 / Ecc 6:12 & 7:14
2) Enjoy life, Ecc 9:7-9

· Man knows that:
· Death is inevitable

· Life is fleeting and futile / vain

· In view of this, what does the preacher recommend?  List specific actions.
· This is man’s portion or reward from labor, Ecc 2:10
3) Uncertainty of life, Ecc 9:10-12

· Preacher recommends to do what you desire, Ecc 9:10
· Do it mightily, heartily, or fervently, Col 3:23
· mightily: 1) carried out forcefully or vigorously with energy [MWD]
· heartily: 1) completely devoted, determined, or with enthusiasm 2) without reserve or hesitation  [MWD]

· fervently: 1) exhibit great intensity or feeling [MWD]

· These desires are limited by the context
· Things which bring man enjoyment, Ecc 9:7-9

· Not promoting an unrestricted view, evil/sinful desires of man
· Why is this advice wise (to act without hesitation / procrastination)? Ecc 9:10-12 & Lk 17:27-29
· Should man prioritize his activities? How? Explain.
II. Esteem wisdom (Ecc 9:13-18)
1) Wisdom is better than strength, Ecc 9:13-16
· By wisdom the city was saved from the strength of a king
· The city had few men, no great strength of arms
· The king had great siege works built & more men

· Wisdom better than weapons of war, Ecc 9:18
· Was the wise man appreciated for his service & wisdom? Ecc 9:15-16
2) Wisdom should be esteemed, Ecc 9:17-18

· Quiet words of wisdom should be heard & applied
· Why?

· Wisdom gives strength, Prov 24:5
· Wisdom gives life, Ecc 7:12

· So often men listen instead to the shout of foolish rulers
· shout: 1) utter in a loud voice 2) to command attention [MWD]

· The ruler of fools shouts to gain attention

· Is he worthy of attention?

· One sinner (fool) can destroy much good

· Case of Absalom, son of David, 2 Sam 15:1-6
· By craftiness he conspired against his own father

· Rebelled, divided the kingdom, and began a war with 20,000 casualties

· Case of Achan, Joshua 22:20 & 7:1, 5, 11-12, 24-25

· Transgressed God’s command, kept cursed goods

· 36 innocent men died and all his family (sons & daughters)
· List modern day examples in which men listen to the foolish instead of the wise to their own destruction?

III. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










