


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 24        

Chapter Eight
I. Wisdom under a wicked ruler (Ecc 8:1-10)
Select phrases which describe the nature of this ruler.
1) The attitude of the wise, Ecc 8:1
· The wise man interprets/understands the situation, wicked ruler 

· Thus, he knows how to act

· The wise man’s face reveals his attitude:

· Not stern, sternness was changed
· stern: 1) hardness or severity in nature or manner 2) forbidding or gloomy appearance [MWD]

· hard face reveals bitterness and resentment of the situation
· Face shines: softened feelings, serene, calm, Num 6:24-26 & Ps 67:1
2) Actions of the wise, Ecc 8:2-6
· How is one advised to live or behave under such a ruler?
· Ecc 8:2  →

· Ecc 8:3  →

· Ecc 8:5  →

· Why is this behavior advisable? 

· Oath of obedience and service, Ecc 8:2 / 1 Chron 29:24 / Ezek 17:12-19
· Any oath made must be kept, Ecc 5:5-6
· The judgment of God on the king of Israel illustrates consequences

· The obedient will not be harmed, Ecc 8:5 & Rom 13:3

· Steadfast obedience pacifies, Ecc 10:4

· Do not hasten to leave: show disrespect, impertinence, or rebellious attitude

· The ruler has power and does whatever he pleases, Ecc 8:3-4
· None shall question the ruler
· Solomon’s own life an example, 1 King 2:24-26

· Also Nebuchadnezzar, Dan 5:18-19

· Rulers are given power and appointed by God, Dan 5:21 & Rom 13:1-5
· To rebel against ruler is to rebel against God
· What does the wise man know? Ecc 8:5-6
3) Wicked rule shall end, Ecc 8:7-10

· No one knows when or how (specific details)
· Ruler was able to exercise power in his kingdom (everything as he pleased)
· However in death:

· He has no power over the spirit or day of his death

· No escape or release from the war with death, Compare with De 20:1-8 & Ps 89:48 

· Rulers wickedness will not save him
· Has ruled wickedly to his own hurt
· The wicked ruler will die and be forgotten
· Not remembered like all other difficult experiences, Jn 16:21 & Ex 16:3

II. Cannot prolong life by justice or wickedness (Ecc 8:11-15)
1) Wicked appear to prosper, Ecc 8:11-13
· What encourages men to behave wickedly? Ecc 8:11 & Ps 10:6, 11, 13

· Why does it appear that evil life is prolonged? 

· It will not be well with the wicked
· Because they do not fear God
· Their days are not prolonged due to wickedness

· Preacher’s recommendation to receive well being?

2) All is vanity for long life, Ecc 8:14-15

· What is our expectation for the lives of the just vs. the wicked?
· Is our expectation accurate?

· Recommendation for living, Ecc 8:15
· Enjoy life
· Nothing better than to eat, drink and be merry

· Given that wicked rulers must be obeyed
· The wicked will increase in their wickedness
· No guarantee of long life

· Enjoy the time God has given you

III. God’s judgments unknown (Ecc 8:16-17)
1) Man wants to know why

· Why do the wicked get to rule?

· Why do the wicked not get judged immediately?

· Why do they sometimes live longer?

2) This knowledge is not given for man to know

· Man labors to discover the truth
· Even if he does not sleep, he will not learn it
· The wise seek to know, but never discover it

· How can this recognition help us?

IV. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










