


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 21        

Chapter Seven
Mark all occurrences of the word “better” in this chapter, include “good” in verses 11 & 18

I. Wisdom in adversity (Ecc 7:1-22)
Identify all events of adversity, difficulty, and unpleasantness in the following verses:

- Ecc 7:1  →

- Ecc 7:2  →

- Ecc 7:3  →

- Ecc 7:4  →

- Ecc 7:5  →

- Ecc 7:7  →

- Ecc 7:10  →

- Ecc 7:14  →

- Ecc 7:15  →

- Ecc 7:20  →

- Ecc 7:21  →

1) Death, Ecc 7:1-4
· Death better than birth 

· Why? Ecc 4:2 & 6:3-5, Jer 20:14, 18
· Mourning & sorrow better than feasting & laughter
· Promotes sober thought

· Attentiveness to reality of man’s condition

· This results in wisdom & a pleasing/happy heart
2) Rebuke, Ecc 7:5-6
· Better than laughter or praise of fools 

· Does the laughter of the fool have value?

· How can rebuke be useful? Prov 13:18 & 15:32

· Specifically the rebuke of the wise is better
· Does the rebuke of a fool have value? Ecc 2:14
3) Oppression, Ecc 7:7-10
· What does oppression do?  It results in what?
· De 16:19 & Ex 23:8
· What should a man do in the face of oppression?

· Patience better than pride, Prov 14:29

· Do not hasten to anger, Prov 14:17

· Actions influenced by anger will be foolish

· Results in your own hurt

· Should not pine for past days
· This not a wise inquiry

· Does not state if past days were better or worse

· All of these reflect on what the attitude of a man’s heart should be in the face of oppression

· Oppression is always with us, Ecc 5:8-9

4) Poverty or Prosperity, Ecc 7:11-14
· Wisdom is good
· Profitable for the living
· Not to forget: Life is of short duration, fleeting
· What benefit does wisdom give? Ecc 7:12, 9:18, Prov 3:13, 18

· Wisdom is better than wealth
· It will serve in both prosperity or adversity
· God has appointed both events
5) Everything seems backwards,  Ecc 7:15-18
· Wickedness prospers & righteousness suffers, Ecc 7:15, 8:12-13
· This doesn’t seem right
· Contrary to general rule, Prov 3:1-2, 9:11-12, 10:27
· How then should one live? Ecc 7:16-19
· A balanced life, avoid extremes or excess, Prov 25:16
· Do not be excessively righteous or wise

· Complete devotion to wisdom or righteousness

· Results in the sacrifice/neglect of all else

· Ruin or sorrow, no enjoyment in life

· Do not be excessively wicked or foolish

· Will result in early death
· Fear God, avoid both extremes

6) Prevalence of sin, Ecc 7:19-22
· Wisdom gives strength
· Be wise and know:

· All men sin, 1 Kings 8:46 & Rom 3:23
· Your servants will sin
· You sin yourself

· Such wisdom will strengthen a man against:

· Despondency of the prevalence of sin

· Self righteousness / exalting oneself

· An unmerciful attitude toward the failures of others

II. Explanation of wickedness (Ecc 7:23-29)
Mark all instances promoting the idea of “seeking”, “finding”, & “knowing”

1) Preacher sought to know the reason for evil, Ecc 7:25
· An explanation for the wicked and foolish state of man
· Why man driven by folly and madness

· Did the preacher find an explanation? Ecc 7:23-24, 27-28

2) God made man upright, Ecc 7:29

· Everything God made was good, Gen 1:27, 31

· His design was right

· Man deviates from God’s design, disobedience = evil

· This still does not explain why man does it
III. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










