


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 18        

Chapter Six
I. Life without good or enjoyment (Ecc 6:1-6)
1) This is a common evil seen among men, Ecc 6:1

· common:  occurring or appearing frequently
· prevalent, routine, usual, everyday

2) Wealthy man without enjoyment, Ecc 6:2
· What does this man possess?
· Why does he not enjoy it? See also Ecc 3:13 & 5:19

· Attained wealth, but never got the opportunity to enjoy it?

· Won the lottery, then lost it next day?

· Probable case of hoarding. Ecc 5:13-14
· No reason or explanation of the event given
· War? / Tribute? / Judgment?
· De 6:10-11, Ps 39:6, Lk 12:19-20
· Reason not important, does not change the result

· Vanity & an evil disease/affliction

3) Family man without enjoyment, Ecc 6:3-5
· What does this man possess?

· What is his reason for lack of enjoyment?
· Stillborn “better” than that man

· Its life is futility, comes and departs

· Knows nothing, sees nothing

· Yet, has more rest than a life of adversity & turmoil w/o enjoyment
4) Man of long life without enjoyment, Ecc 6:6

· Even if same man given 2000 years to live

· All the time possibly needed

· But still lacked goodness / enjoyment

· Why?  Is goodness something to be attained or an attitude?

· Same as the stillborn

· Do not all go to the same place?

· Utter Vanity, No advantage

II. Reason men suffer this common evil (Ecc 6:7-9)
1) Why do men suffer this evil, lack of enjoyment? Ecc 6:7
· How would you label this attitude of life?

· Context states:
· A man with this attitude will not find enjoyment

· Even if he attains wealth or immense family

· No matter how much time (life) he is given

· Happiness can not be attained by possessing more things, Ecc 5:10

2) The way to avoid this life, Ecc 6:8-9
· What do they (the wise man and the poor man who knoweth how to walk) have?
· Better is the sight of the eyes than desire
· Contentment with what you have, 1 Tim 6:8
· Enjoy what you have

· Can the poor enjoy life?

· What is the requirement to enjoy life?

· All is vanity

· Enjoyment & satisfaction are vain and futile

· Desire and covetousness more so

III. The reality of the situation (Ecc 6:10-12)
1) Limitations and nature of man
· Man is man, Gen 3:19
· Life passes as a shadow, Ps 39:5
· Limited in knowledge, Ecc 3:11

· This is the reality & state of man

2) Shall man contend with our reality; thus, man contends with God?
· Man wants to know: “How is man better?” / “What is good?”
· An answer was given of how to live life: enjoy it
· But man still wants to know what is “profitable”

· Why is contending against God and the transitory nature of life & possessions futile? Isa 45:9 & Rom 9:20
I. Review
1) What does Ecclesiastes mean?

2) What is the question of the book? The answer?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










