


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 15        

Chapter Five
I. Reverence of God (Ecc 5:1-7)
Mark all thoughts or ideas signifying speech, example “word”, “mouth”, “vow”

1) Sincerity in worship, Ecc 5:1
· How should one behave in worship, “house of God”?
· Sacrifice of fools?

· foolish act: 1) action without sense or value 2) absurd act
· Possible meanings:
· Not meeting the full obligation of a vow for sacrifice, Ecc 5:5-6
· Appearance of worship or an act, with life of disobedience, Isa 1:11-13,16-17, 1 Sam 15:22, Hos 6:6
· Offering w/o thanks to conform in order to prevent isolation, Ps 50:12-14
· Result is evil, contrary to the purpose of worship or reverence
· evil 1: 1) morally reprehensible 2) arising from actual or imputed bad character or conduct [MWD]
2) Speak cautiously to God, Ecc 5:2-3
· Do not speak rashly or hastily to God

· God is in Heaven, Ps 115:3, Isa 55:8-9, Ps 50:21

· God is not one of us

· He is greater & to be honored

· Few words are needed, Matt 6:7-8 & Prov 10:19

3) Keep vows to God, Ecc 5:4-7

· Why does man make vows to God?

· Ps 22:25 & 61:8→

· Ps 50:14, 66:13-15  →

· Gen 28:20-22, 1 Sam 1:11  → 

· Once made a vow must be kept, Num 30:2 & De 23:21-23
· Are there consequences of not keeping one? Ecc 5:6, Mal 1:14
· What attitude will ensure a vow is kept? Ecc 5:7
· Examples of difficult vows kept

-
Judges 11:30-31, 34-35, 39

-
1 Sam 1:11, 20, 27-28

II. Effects of coveting riches (Ecc 5:8-17)
1) Oppression, Ecc 5:8-9

· The poor are oppressed, violent perversion of justice
· wresting: 1) to pull, force, or move by violent twisting movements 2) to gain by difficulty or as if by force, violence, or determined labor [MWD]

· Idea of something being taken by force, unjustly

· “profit of the land” / “served by the field”

· Production of valuables, riches, derived from the land’s resources
· Resources: food, rare metals & gems, building materials (metal, stone & wood)

· Always limited, finite quantity available

· marvel: intense surprise, wonder or astonishment [MWD]
· Why should one not marvel at oppression?

2) Discontent, Ecc 5:10-12

· Gain of riches do not satisfy
· Note also Lk 12:15 & 1 Tim 6:8-9

· Why don’t riches satisfy? Ecc 5:11, Prov 23:4-5
· Why cannot the rich sleep?

3) Discomfort in order to hoard, Ecc 5:13-17
· Endures hurt to guard or keep riches
· What becomes of the riches? Ecc 5:14-15

· What profit is gained by laboring for the wind? Explain Ecc 5:17
III. Recommended way to live (Ecc 5:18-20)
1) Enjoy life, Ecc 5:18-20
· Given that riches do not satisfy with keeping or with increasing
· The only left to do is use them for enjoyment

· In which verses has the author has made this same recommendation?

· In each of these instances, an explanation is given.  What is it?

· Another explanation is also given in Ecc 5:20

· We should not dwell unduly on the days of this life

· Our labors, riches, pleasures, wisdom – All vanity & futile

· What can be gained by dwelling on the futility of it all?  Note Ecc 5:17
IV. Review
1) Who is the author?

2) What is the question of the book?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










