


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 12        

Chapter Four
I. Oppression (Ecc 4:1-3)
1) Preacher observes oppression, Ecc 4:1
· oppression: 1) unjust or cruel exercise of authority or power 2) a sense of being weighed down in body or mind [MWD]
· What oppressions are observed? Ecc 4:1, 3:16, 5:8

· Why is there no comforter?
2) Those “better” off, Ecc 4:2-3
· Dead over the living.  Why?
· Non-existent over both the dead & living. Why?
· Witnessed vs. Experienced

· Non-existent better because they never experienced or never witnessed?
· Do all the living experience oppression?

· All would have witnessed it

II. Envy, Excess & Sloth (Ecc 4:4-6)
1) Skilled labor produces envy, Ecc 4:4 

· Labor which is skillful / right / correct / successful

· Why does man envy? Where can it lead? 1 Jn 3:12, Gen 37:5-11 & Acts 7:9, 1 Sam 18:8-9, Prov 27:4
· Motivation of labor?  Merely to possess or to stir up envy?

· All is vanity regardless
2) Life of moderation is best, Ecc 4:5-6

· What lifestyles are being compared?
· What does each possess? What do they have in their hands?

· The outcome of each

· “consumes his own flesh”:  Ecc 10:18, Prov 6:9-11, 24:30-34
· Lots with life full of toil
· A little is better / “Less is more” Prov 15:16, 16:8, & Ecc 4:13
III. Greed & Companionship (Ecc 4:7-12)
1) Evil of solitary toil, Ecc 4:7-8
· No companion, no second or brother, Gen 14:12 & 14
· Why is this man alone?

· Is he just unlucky, unfortunate?

· Is he incapable of making friends?
· Isolated from the rest of man?

· How does this man spend his time? Ecc 5:10, Prov 27:20

· Again we see pursuits of labor & toil without good, Ps 39:6, Lk 12:20
· Vanity, grave misfortune, evil task

2) Value of companions, Ecc 4:9-12
· Two are better than one alone.  Why?

· Ecc 4:10  →

· Ecc 4:11  →

· Ecc 4:12  →

· Riches cannot: 
· Comfort or reassure
· Advise or correct foolish behavior

· Protect from loss or harm
· Companions are “better”, but still fleeting and futile
· Both may fall together

· May get abandoned
IV. Popularity (Ecc 4:13-16)
1) Better to be poor & wise than foolish & admired, Ecc 4:13
· Why?
2) Popularity shifts / allegiances change, Ecc 4:14-16

· popular: 1) suitable to the majority 2) commonly liked or approved [MWD]

· Populous will follow another
· That one will rise to power

· Those who come later will be of a different mind

· It is vanity and fleeting

II. Review
1) Who is the author?

2) What is the question of the book?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










