


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 10        

Chapter Three
I. God’s purpose (Ecc 3:1-15)
How many instances of “time” occur in this chapter?
1) A Time for everything, Ecc 3:1-8
· everything defined by context “the activities, events and labors of man”
· season:  a suitable or natural time or occasion [MWD]
· Are all these activities pleasant or desirable? Which would you not find desirable?
· Are the times of our choosing? Ecc 3:2, 11 & 16-17
· God makes all things beautiful in his time, Ecc 3:11
· beautiful:  1) generally pleasing 2) possessing qualities of beauty (proportion, symmetry, elegance, flawlessness, perfection, unity)[MWD]
· NASV uses “appropriate”
· Do we find all the events in our life pleasing or beautiful?

· Compare now with Gen 50:19-20  & Acts 2:23

2) Man’s limitations, Ecc 3:9-15
· In which way is man limited?
· Ecc 3:10  →

· Ecc 3:11  →

· Ecc 3:14-15  →

· Compare with Ecc 8:17, Job 33:12-13, 37:23-24, 40:6-9, Rom 11:33, 1 Cor 2:6-13

· Awareness of that which is beyond our scope, past & future

· Our limitations serve a moral purpose, which is what?

· How then should we live our lives? Ecc 3:12-13, 22
· Is this recommended practice profitable?

II. God’s justice (Ecc 3:16-17)
1) Wickedness in the seat of judgment
· Does this reduce the sovereignty & righteousness of God?  Ecc 3:17 

· See God’s other judgments

· Egyptians, Gen 15:13-14

· Amorites, Gen 15:16 / Ex 23:23

· Jews, Hab 1:1-7, 12-13, 2 Kings 25:1, 9-10
· Chaldeans / Babylonians, Hab 1:6-7, Dan 5:22-31
III. God’s test of man (Ecc 3:18-22)
1) Realization that man and beast are alike
· Remember context “under the sun”

· Man has no advantage over the animal – All is vanity

· How are man and animal similar? Ecc 3:19-20

· How do they differ? Ecc 3:21, 12:7
· How do we pass God’s test? What purpose is served in this realization of our likeness to beast? Gen 2:7 & 19, Ps 39:5, 89:47-48, Job 7:7
2) The preacher makes the same recommendation, Ecc 3:22
· Nothing better than to rejoice in your own works

· Same conclusion in Ecc 2:24, 3:12-13 & 5:18
· Why is it the case?  Ecc 3:22 & 6:12, 3:11
IV. Review
1) Who is the author?
2) What is the theme of the book?
3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?

4) What is the author’s recommendation of how to live life?

5) Give brief outline of the book










