


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 5        

Chapter One
I. Prologue to the Book (Ecc 1:1-3)
1) Author Identified, Ecc 1:1
2) Theme Stated, Ecc 1:2
· All is vanity, futile, fleeting, profitless
· “Vanity of vanities” (superlative) – vanity to the highest degree
· Well known Hebrew idiom

· Heb 9:3 “Holy of holies”  

3) Purpose, Ecc 1:3
· Answer the question posed
II. Vanity illustrated (Ecc 1:4-11)
· How does the author demonstrate futility “under the sun”?
· v. 4 →

· v. 5 → 

· v. 6 → 

· v. 7 → 

· v. 8-9 →

· v. 9-11 → 

1) No end to labor, Ecc 1:8-9
· KJ & NKJ “full of labor” or ASV “full of weariness”

· labor: “expenditure of physical or mental effort” [MWD]
· Applies to all activities

· What does it mean “the eye” and “the ear” are not “satisfied” or “filled”?
2) Nothing new, Ecc 1:9-11
· Is there really nothing new?  

· Observe: Ecc 1:16, 1 Kings 3:12-13, the nuclear age, & space travel

· Do these achievements satisfy or answer the question posed in v. 3? Profitable?
· Individual achievements forgotten, fleeting. Ecc 2:16
III. Author’s quest for the answer (Ecc 1:12-18)
1) What did the Preacher aim to do? Ecc 1:12-13

· wisdom: 1) “accumulated philosophic or scientific learning” 2) “ability to discern inner qualities and relationships” [MWD]

· Applied discernment and logical reasoning to the task

· search 1: 1) to examine in seeking something 2) to look through or explore by inspecting possible places of concealment or investigating suspicious circumstances [MWD]
· search 2: 1) to look or inquire carefully 2) to make painstaking investigation or examination [MWD]
· See Prov 2:2-4 & 1 Tim 4:15 compare with Ecc 1:16, 17 / 2:1, 3, 12 / 4:1, 4, 7

· Grievous task of man’s affliction/exercise, life itself, not the search 2:22-23

2) Why was he so qualified to perform the task that we should trust his conclusions?

· Ecc 1:16 / 1 King 3:12, 28, 4:29-31 →
· This is the most important qualifier
· Other factors only facilitate, and they would be useless otherwise
· Ecc 1:12 / 1 King 4:21, 24 →
· Ecc 2:7-8 / 1 King 3:13, 10:14-27 → 
· What obstacles or deficiencies would hinder him? Any?

3) The Preacher’s conclusion
· All is Vanity, Ecc 1:14
· Why?

· Ecc 1:15, 7:13 →
· Can wisdom resolve or amend this?

· Wisdom itself is not the answer, gives no profit

· Ecc 1:18, 12:12

· Wisdom brings grief & sorrow. Why?
· Possibilities:

· More wisdom seals the futility of earthly endeavors

· To increase knowledge reveals more unknowns, more remains concealed

· Increases awareness of our own impotence / inability to change anything

IV. Review
1) What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

2) Who is the author?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?










