


         Ecclesiastes, Pg 7        

Chapter Two
I. Test of Pleasure (Ecc 2:1-11)
Mark all words “for myself” in v. 4-8

1) Preacher sought pleasure and mirth
	List items the Preacher had for enjoyment/pleasure
	List items or activities you employ for enjoyment
	List any that Jesus possessed or participated in

	
	
	

	What profit did the Preacher gain from these activities? Why?
	Will these bring you profit?

Why?
	What does his example tell us?

	
	
	


2) The Preacher truly enjoyed these himself, Ecc 2:10
· Rejoiced in his labor
· He never lost sight of the purpose of it all
· Guided by covetousness?  Ecc 2:3

3) It is all still grasping for the wind, Ecc 2:1-2, 11
II. Comparison of Wisdom & Folly (Ecc 2:12-17)
Mark all words with the thought of “wisdom” or “foolishness”.

1) The Preacher considers wisdom and folly, Ecc 2:12
· How do interpret the last part of the verse “…cometh after the king..”?

· ”Who is more capable?  Ecc 1:16, 2:25 
2) Wisdom is better than folly, Ecc 2:13-14, 7:11-12. 9:18, 10:10
· Why?  

· Explain or interpret this in your own words? 
· Must harmonize with Ecc 1:18
· List examples of this demonstrated in human life.
3) Both wisdom and folly are vanity / futile, Ecc 2:14-17
· Why?
III. Observation of Labor & Possessions (Ecc 2:18-23)
Mark all words with the thought of “labor” 
1) To labor and gain possessions is futile, vanity, evil
· Why? 
Ecc 2:18-19,21 / 1 Tim 6:7 / Lk 12:20
2) Preacher despairs of labor, Ecc 2:20

· despair: 1) to lose all hope or confidence

· Often leads/translates to a loss of motivation, interrupts exertion
3) The passing of possessions to those who have not labored for them, Ecc 2:21 
· Great evil? 
· evil 1: 1) morally reprehensible 2) arising from actual or imputed bad character or conduct [MWD]
· evil 2: 1) causing discomfort, pain and misery, or repulsion [MWD]

· Which is the appropriate meaning to v. 21?  See also Ecc 2:23

IV. Recommendation (Ecc 2:24-26)
1) Enjoy Life 

· Eat and drink, enjoy possessions
· This is a gift from God according to his will, Ecc 2:24 & 26
· Preacher’s repeated advice, Ecc 3:12-13, 5:18, 8:15

· Does the Preacher say this is profitable? The Answer to Ecc 1:3?

2) Does God agree with this recommendation? Explain. Ecc 2:24, 26, Ps 49:6-20, Lk 12:15, 20-21

3) What things can we do which will bring us profit? (Outside of “under the sun” context/focus)  Matt 6:19-21, 19:21, 1 Tim 6:17-19

I. Review
1) What is the purpose of the book? Which verse states the purpose?

2)  Why was the Preacher the most qualified for this search?

3) Focus of the book, aspect of human life under consideration?










