
John the Baptist: The “Spirit and Power of Elijah” 
 
Purpose: This study explores what it means for John the Baptist to come “in the spirit and power 
of Elijah” (Luke 1:17), preparing us to understand his role as the Messiah’s forerunner and its 
relevance to our faith. 
 
I. Background: John as the Elijah-Like Forerunner 
 
John the Baptist was prophesied to prepare the way for Jesus, fulfilling Malachi 4:5-6, which 
promised that “Elijah” would come before the “great and dreadful day of the Lord” to restore 
hearts. Luke 1:17 describes John as coming “in the spirit and power of Elijah” to turn people to 
God. 
 
1. Read Malachi 4:5-6 and Luke 1:17. What similarities do you see in the mission of the “Elijah” 
figure and John’s role?  
 
2. Read Matthew 11:14 and 17:10-13. How does Jesus confirm that John fulfills the prophecy 
about Elijah?  
 
II. Meaning of “Spirit and Power of Elijah” 
 
The phrase “spirit and power of Elijah” describes how John’s ministry mirrored Elijah’s, 
preparing people for God’s work. Let’s explore what these terms mean. 
 
A. Spirit of Elijah 
   - Elijah was a bold Old Testament prophet who confronted sin (1 Kings 18:17-40) and called 
Israel to repent (1 Kings 18:21).  
   - John shared this zeal, preaching repentance (Matthew 3:1-6) and challenging leaders 
(Matthew 3:7).  
   - “Spirit” likely refers to their shared disposition—courage, devotion to God, and passion for 
righteousness.  
   - Example: When Elijah stood alone against false prophets (1 Kings 18:22), his “spirit” was his 
unwavering faith. John showed this in confronting Herod (Matthew 14:3-4). 
 
B. Power of Elijah 
   - Elijah’s “power” was his God-given ability to influence Israel, seen in miracles (1 Kings 
17:17-24) and leading people to worship God (1 Kings 18:39).  
   - John’s “power” was in his preaching, which drew crowds to repent and be baptized (Mark 
1:5), preparing them for Jesus (John 1:35-37).  
   - This shows “power” is God’s enabling strength, whether through signs or words. 
 
3. How does John’s preaching (Mark 1:5-6) show “power” similar to Elijah’s influence (1 Kings 
18:39), even without miracles?  
 



III. Why It’s Not Reincarnation 
 
Some might think John was Elijah reborn, but the Bible clarifies this is not the case. 
 
- John denied being Elijah himself (John 1:21), identifying instead as a “voice” preparing the way 
(John 1:23, quoting Isaiah 40:3).  
- Elijah (9th century BC) and John (1st century AD) were distinct individuals with separate lives 
(1 Kings 17–2 Kings 2; Luke 1:5-25).  
- Jesus said John was “the Elijah who was to come” (Matthew 11:14), meaning he fulfilled the 
prophecy by taking up Elijah’s role, not by being Elijah reborn (Matthew 17:12-13).  
- The Bible teaches people live once and face judgment (Hebrews 9:27), ruling out 
reincarnation. 
 
IV. Is “Spirit and Power” a Hendiadys? 
 
A hendiadys is a figure of speech where two words joined by “and” express one idea, with one 
word enhancing the other (e.g., “nice and warm” means “pleasantly warm”, “heart and soul” 
means “wholehearted devotion”). Could “spirit and power” mean something like “powerful spirit” 
or “empowered zeal”? 
 
- Supporting Hendiadys: “Spirit” may refer to the shared disposition of Elijah and John (zeal, 
courage, devotion), with “power” emphasizing its effective expression. Together, they could 
mean “powerful prophetic disposition,” or “overwhelming zeal.” For example, Elijah’s bold stand 
(1 Kings 18:22) and John’s preaching (Matthew 3:2) show a single, dynamic quality.  
- Biblical Example: Luke 21:15, John 1:17, 2 Peter 1:16. 
 
V. John’s Lack of Miracles 
 
Elijah performed miracles (1 Kings 17:17-24; 18:36-38), but John did none (John 10:41). Yet, 
John still had the “spirit and power of Elijah.” 
- Elijah’s miracles suited his time, proving God’s power against idolatry (1 Kings 18:24-39).  
- John’s “power” was in his preaching, which convicted hearts (Matthew 3:5-6) and pointed to 
Jesus (John 1:29).  
- John’s lack of miracles kept the focus on Jesus, whose signs showed the kingdom’s arrival 
(Luke 7:18-23, 11:14-20; Matthew 12:28).  
 
Takeaway: If “the spirit and power of Elijah” refers to one thing, then it shows that our inner 
disposition and its outward impact (influencing others for God) are inseparable, working together 
as a single, God-given quality to advance His kingdom.  Like John, we can attain this powerful 
disposition by modeling our lives on those who have come before us. 


