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What is Premillennialism?

Doctrine that Christ’s second 
coming will come before 1000 
year reign of kingdom on earth.



What are 4 reasons we  should we study 
Premillennialism (PM)?

•Test everything. 
•You may know how you should 

respond to each person.
•Build our faith.  
•Endeavoring to keep the unity of 

Holy Spirit.



What is the first 5 Pillars of 
Premillennialism?

#1  Rejection. 
#2  Parenthesis. 
#3  The Covenant with Abraham.
#4  The Return of Israel.
#5  The Throne of David.



What is the next 5 Pillars of 
Premillennialism?

#6  Rapture. 
#7  Revival of Roman Empire, the 

Anti-Christ, the False Prophet. 
#8  The Great Tribulation.
#9  Armageddon.
#10  The Millennium.



What are the 5 key scriptures used by PM 
to support their doctrine?

Gen. 12:1-7.
Dan. 9 & 11.
1 Thess. 4.
Matt. 24.
Rev. 20:1-15.



What happens during the 7 year tribulation 
period?

The church will be raptured, the 
Holy Spirit will be removed, 
outbreak of evil and tribulation such 
as the earth has never known will 
begin.







Dan. 9:26

"Then after the sixty-two weeks the 
Messiah will be cut off and have 
nothing, and the people of the prince 
who is to come will destroy the city 
and the sanctuary…

69th Week

70th Week

(PM: 2k+ yrs)



Objectives

Understand the history of how this 
doctrine came into being.



Time Periods Examined.

•The Jews in the Bible. 
•Jewish  - 1st Century. 
•Patristic Age  – 1st to 3rd Century. 
•4th – 5th Century. 
•Middle Ages and the Reformation. 
•The 17th and 18th centuries. 
•The 19th century to present.



The Jews in the Bible.

1).  What kind of a kingdom were the Jews in the 
Bible expecting, John 6:15, Mark, 11:9-10, Acts 1:6?
➡ An earthly kingdom like the Kingdom 

under David.



Jewish  - 1st Century.

•  Some Jews believed in a temporary earthly 
messianic kingdom. 

• Source:  Book of Enoch. 
• A temporary messianic kingdom in 4 Ezra. 
• Other early Jewish contributions. 

•90 A.D. Eleazar ben Hurcanus claimed that the messianic reign 
would last 100 years based on Psalm 90:15. 

•Various rabbis claimed messianic reign would last 2000. 
•Some Said no messianic reign at all.



Patristic Age  – 1st to 3rd Century.

• Christian eschatology was generally chiliastic. 
• Christian interpreters applied Jewish idea of a temp. 

Messianic kingdom to their interpretation of Rev. 20.  
•Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Tertullian made 

references to a thousand year earthly kingdom at 
Christ’s coming.  

- Justin Martyr:  “I … assured there will be a thousand years in Jerusalem, 
which will then be built”. 

- Irenaeus: “The promise remains steadfast . . . a thousand years in 
Jerusalem, which will then be built.” 

- Origen: Opposed to Premillennialism.



4th – 5th Century.

•  Augustine was an advocate of it for some time. 
- “The evangelist John has spoken of these two 

resurrections in the book which is called the 
Apocalypse...the Apostle John says in the foresaid 
book, "And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven. . . . Blessed and holy is he that has part in 
the first resurrection: on such the second death 
has no power; but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years."



Middle Ages and the Reformation.

• Influence of Augustine. 
•"all medieval theology is ‘Augustinian’ 

to a greater or lesser extent.”, Oxford 
theologian, Alister McGrath. 

•Augustine divided history into two 
separate dispensations, first the church 
age, and then the millennial kingdom. 

•Augustine converted from 
Premillennialism to Amillennialism .



Middle Ages and the Reformation.

• Augustine’s amillennial view laid the 
foundation for the Middle Ages which 
practically abandoned Premillennialism. 
- The Lutherans formally rejected chiliasm in 

the The Augsburg Confession. 
- the Swiss Reformer, Heinrich Bullinger 

"We also reject the Jewish dream of a 
millennium”., or golden age on earth, before 
the last judgment.” 

-  John Calvin wrote in Institutes that 
millennialism is a “fiction". 



The 17th and 18th centuries. 

• millenarianism gained acceptance among the 
Pietists of Germany. 

•   Daniel Whitby,  Johann Albrecht Bengel, 
Jonathan Edwards: fueled millennial ideas. 

• These Men concluded that the decline of 
the Roman Catholic Church would make 
way for the conversion and restoration of 
the nation of Israel.



The 19th century to Present.

• Premillennialism traces its roots to 
John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), a 
Calvinist theologian and a founder 
of the Plymouth Brethren. 

•  In US, Premillennialism was 
propagated through the Scofield 
Reference Bible. 

• Premillennialism was a popular view 
among English Evangelicals. 



The 19th century to Present.

• In the 19th century, Premillennialism continued to 
gain wider acceptance in US and Britain, 
particularly among the Irvingites, Plymouth 
Brethren, Jehovah's Witnesses, Christadelphians, 
Church of God, and Seventh-day Adventists. 

•  In 20th and 21st centuries, Premillennialism 
continues to be popular among Evangelical, 
Fundamentalist Christian and Living Church of 
God . 

• dispensationalism has been popularized through 
Hal Lindsey's 1970s bestseller, The Late, Great 
Planet Earth.


