
Collective nouns with 
singular/plural verbs
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The family was united on this question.
My family are always fighting among 
themselves.  AHD, “The church,” Less1, ftnt1
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The church was united on this question.
My church are always fighting among 
themselves. 
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The family was united on this question.
My family are always fighting among 
themselves.  AHD, “The church,” Less1, ftnt1

The church was united on this question.
My church are always fighting among 
themselves. 

The family is determined to press its 
(not their) claim  AHD, “The church,” Less1, ftnt1
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“the baseball team follows its coach”; 
“the team shower, change into their 
street clothes” http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/collectivenoun.htm
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“the baseball team follows its coach”; 
“the team shower, change into their 
street clothes” http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/collectivenoun.htm

“The class waits for its teacher”; 
“The class begin their homework” 
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/nouns/Collective-Nouns.html 
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“the baseball team follows its coach”; 
“the team shower, change into their 
street clothes” http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/collectivenoun.htm

“The class waits for its teacher”; 
“The class begin their homework” 
http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/parts-of-speech/nouns/Collective-Nouns.html 

“The church waits for the songleader”; 
“The church begin their contributing” 
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Mt 3:5,6 “5 ...Jer. [collective noun] was 
going out [singular] to him, ...; 6 and 
they were being baptized [plural] by 
him” NASB   “they were being baptized” 
translates one word
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Mt 3:5,6 “5 ...Jer. [collective noun] was 
going out [singular] to him, ...; 6 and 
they were being baptized [plural] by 
him” NASB   “they were being baptized” 
translates one word

Mk 3:32 “A crowd was sitting [singular] 
around Him, and they *said [plural] to 
Him” NAS95
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Heb 12:23 “church of the first-born 
who are enrolled [plural] in heaven” 
NASB     “church ... who are enrolled”
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Heb 12:23 “church of the first-born 
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NASB     “church ... who are enrolled”

Php 4:15 “church had fellowship with 
[singular] me in the matter of giving 
and receiving” ASV
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Heb 12:23 “church of the first-born 
who are enrolled [plural] in heaven” 
NASB     “church ... who are enrolled”

Php 4:15 “church had fellowship with 
[singular] me in the matter of giving 
and receiving” ASV

1Tim 5:16 “do not let the church be 
burdened [singular], that it may relieve 
[singular]” NKJV
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