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Introduction
I.  Why this Study?

A.  Walk Worthy.

1.  Eph. 4:1 – “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.”
2.  Word = walk.  Strongs 4043 peripateo:

1)  to walk

1a) to make one's way, progress; to make due use of opportunities

1b) Hebraistically, to live; to regulate one's life, to conduct one's self; to pass one's life

B.  Show our appreciation and love to our Savior, Eph. 1-3, 4:1, 20, 32, 5:2, 6:24.

C.  Judged for the deeds done in the body whether good or bad.

1.  II Cor. 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

II.  Objectives.

Major.

· Improve our walk of life with Christ.

Other.

A.  Refresh our minds of our responsibilities according to God’s Word.

B.  Develop a personal plan and follow-up of our duties & responsibilities.

C.  Be able to correctly answer the 25 questions of our key duties, important Scriptures and principles.

III.  Study Approach.

A.  Examine the Scriptures to define our responsibilities.

B.  Encourage personal examination of your life to determine accordance with God’s word.

C.  Develop and document a plan of improvement.  With time, check progress toward plan.

D.  Homework assigned after each class and reviewed at beginning of each class.

E.  Fill out 25 questions at beginning of course and at the end of course to measure progress in understanding and application of principles and Scriptures learned.

IV.  Course Outline.


Date
           


Subject


1.  Dec. 4(Sunday)



Introduction.


2.  Dec.7




Interaction between Grace, Faith & Works.


3.  Dec.11




Duties Grow out of Relationships


4.  Dec.14




Love: The Universal Driving Force.


5.  Dec.18




Bible Study..


6.  Dec.21




Bible Study.


7.  Dec.25




Bible Study.


8.  Dec.28




Time For Everything/Balance.


9. Jan. 1 (Sunday)



Do What We Can.


10. Jan. 4




Prayer.


11. Jan. 8




Prayer.


12. Jan. 11




Prayer.


13. Jan. 15




Widows & Orphans.


14. Jan. 18




Parents & Children.


15. Jan. 22




Parents & Children.


16. Jan. 25




Husbands & Wives.


17. Jan. 29




To the Unmarried.


18. Feb. 1 (Wednesday)


Gospel Preachers.


19. Feb. 5




Brethren.


20. Feb. 8




Workers & Citizens.


21. Feb. 12




“Catch Up”


22. Feb. 15




Evangelism.


23. Feb.  19



Evangelism.


24. Feb.  22



Rejoicing.

Feb.  26




Gospel Meeting.


25. Mar.. 1 (Wednesday)


Final Review.

V.  Theme Verses.

A.  Eph. 2:10 –“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

1.  Word = workmanship.  Strongs 4161 poiema.

1)  that which has been made; a work: of the works of God as creator.

2.  “Created in Christ Jesus”.  “In CJ” is a dominant phrase in Ephesians.  It means “in connection with”.  Or in other words, those who sustain a (favorable) relationship with Christ.  The meaning of the phrase “created in CJ” can be explained by 1:4.  “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him in love”.

3.  “for good works”.  In verses1-3, the statement is made that we were dead in our sins.  A contrast is made between this state and Christian’s present state, “God has made us alive”.  This was only possible through JC.  The good works are in contrast to our former works of trespasses, sins, lusts of the flesh, etc.  These works which were prepared beforehand, we are to walk holy and blameless.

B. I Pet. 1:15 –“but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior.”

1.  Word = behavior (or conversation, KJV).  Strongs 391 anastrophe.

1)  manner of life, conduct, behavior.

2.  Like God who is holy, so we are to be holy i.e. separate, set apart for His works.  We determine how to be holy by following our Scriptural duties and responsibilities.
C. Mk 14:8–“She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for the burial.”

1.  “She has done what she could”.  Jesus commends this woman because she has done what she could.  This is a common principle in which God expects us to utilize our talents, opportunities and resources on an individual basis.
VI.  Right Attitudes.

A.  Honesty.

1.  Parable sower:  “But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.”, Lk. 8:15.
B.  Repentant.
1.  Five out of 7 Churches of Asia were told to repent in Revelation.


a.  Ephesus:  “Repent and do the deeds you did at first”, 2:5.


b.  Pergamum:  “Repent therefore; or else I am coming to you quickly”, 2:16.


c.  Thyatira:  “I gave her time to repent”, 2:21.


d.  Sardis:  “Remember … what you have received …keep it …. repent”, 3:3.


e.  Laodicea:  “be zealous therefore, and repent”, 3:19.

C.  Diligence.
1.  “Be steadfast …always abounding in the work of the Lord”, I Cor. 15:58.

Interaction of Grace, Faith & Works.

I.  We are not saved by meritorious works alone.

A.  Definition meritorious (NWCD) = deserving of reward or honor.

B.  Eph. 2:8-9 -- "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast".

1.  Note how we are not saved:  “…saved… not of yourselves… not as a result of works.”

2.  These parallel phrases indicate the meritorious nature of these works.  It is further confirmed that these are works that one would boast about.

3.  By our own merit, we can not save ourselves.

II.  Saved by the Grace of God.

A. "For by grace you have been saved”, Eph. 2:8.

1.  Grace = unmerited favor; Strongs 5485  2) good will, loving-kindness, favor.

2.  It is God’s grace; “God rich in his mercy…”, vs. 4.  Eph. 2:1-10 can be summarized in 7 words:  “you were dead”, vs. 1 and “God made you alive”, vs. 4-5.

3.  It was demonstrated by God the Father sending Jesus to die on the cross and the Holy Spirit revealing the word so we may know the situation.  Note vs. 5 “together (or in early mss). with Christ” and vs. 13 “brought near by the blood of Christ”.  See also 1:7.

B.  Romans 3:24 –“being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”

C.  God’s grace is made available for all mankind.

III.  Saved by Faith.

A.  Not all mankind will be saved by the grace of God.

B.  Eph. 2:8-9 has a qualifier – “through faith”.

1.  Word = through; Strongs1223:  1c) of means -- by, by the means of, 2a) the ground or reason by which something is or is not done.

2.  Word = faith; Strongs 4102: 1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief;

3.  What is the conviction of truth in 2:8?  Context of the word “faith” in Ephesians.

a. “having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you”,1:15.

b.  “in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him”, 3:12.

c.  “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith”, 3:17.

d.  “one Lord, one faith, one baptism”, 4:5.

e.  “until we all attain to the unity of the faith”, 4:13.

f.  “in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith”, 6:16

g.  “Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith”, 6:23.

4.  Faith is the belief that Jesus is Lord God.  Through Jesus and his redemptive plan, we have access to God the Father.  This faith produces action in our lives.  It includes the redemptive plan in that we are to strive for unity with unity being defined.  It produces strength and protection about Satan and his evil devices.

C.  This is in harmony with the many Scriptures about how faith saves us, John 3:16, Rom. 4:5, 10:9-10.

IV.  Saved by Works.

A.  Paul, an apostle of JC, commands the Ephesians and us to walk worthy.  From this letter, there are many things we ought to be doing to walk worthy.  A contrast is made to walking unworthy to walking worthy.  Those who walk unworthy will not be saved according to this letter.

1.  Walking unworthy.

a.  “walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk excluded from the life of God“, 4:17.

b.  “you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted”, 4:22.

c.  “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption”, 4:30.

d.  “For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God”, 5:5.

e.  “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience”, 5:6.

2.  Walking worthy.

a.  “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil”, 6:10-11.  Consequences if one does not firm against the devil?

b.  “in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one”, 6:16.

c.  “And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”, 6:17.

d.  1:4  should be holy and without blame.

e.  1:12  should be to the praise of his glory.

f.  2:10 created in CJ for good works.

B.  Other Scriptures support that we must do something to be saved.

1.  Mk. 16:15-16.

2.  Rom. 6:17-18.

3.  Acts 2:38.

4.  I Pet. 3:12.

5.  Rev. 2:10.

6.  II Thess. 1:8.

V.  Interaction of Grace, Faith and Works.

A.  Old Testament Example of Noah.

1.  Noah was saved from the flood by grace.  "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord", Gen. 6:8.

2.  Noah was also saved from the flood by faith.  "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house...", Heb. 11:7.

3.  Noah was also saved from the flood by works.  He built an ark according to the pattern given to him by God, Heb. 11:7.

B.  Illustration.
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C.  Hebrews 11.
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D.  NT Letters emphasis a holy, obedient life.

VII.  “Sins of Omission”.

A.  Term not found in the Bible.

1.  Sometimes we feel that “thou shall not” sins are more serious that “thou shall” sins.

2.  Sin is the violation of God’s Will for us, I John 1:9.

3  When God tell us to do something like “grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ …:, 2 Pet. 3:18 and we do not do this; this is sin.  God  through Scripture has not identified one type of sin as more serious than others.

Duties Grow Out of Relationships.

I.  Objective: To demonstrate that the fundamental way to determine our duties and responsibilities is 1) determine the relationships we are involved in, 2) determine the scope of the relationship and 3) determine the duties that grow out that relationship.

II.  Definitions.

A.  Duties/Responsibilities.

1.  Duty (WNCD)= 2a  obligatory tasks, conduct, service or functions that arise from one's position.

2.  Responsibility (WNCD) = 1a...moral, legal or mental accountability.

B.  Relationships (WNCD) = 3.  a state of affairs existing between those having relations or dealings.

C.  Authority (from Scripture).

1.  Right to Act:  Mt. 21:23 -- "When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority?""
2.  Right to Rule:  Mt. 8:8-9 -- "But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it.""
III.  Our duties are based on relationships.

A.  Sustain many relationships.

1.  Fellow Neighbor.

2.  Husband - Wife.

3.  Parent - Child.

4.  Christian - Christ.

5.  Citizen of Country/State/County/City.

6.  Member of a local Church.

7.  Employee - Employer.

8.  Other Organizations.

B.  Duties or obligations are based on authority i.e. the right to rule or the right to act.  In most of our relationships, we can trace the source of authority back to God.

C.  Fundamental -- Creator & Created.

1.  Start with God as the creator, "In the beginning God created ...", Gen. 1:1.

2.  We are the created, "Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness ... God He created him; male and female He created them", Gen. 1:26-27.

3.  God's authority over us is inherent because He created us.

4.  There are many duties connected to our relationships that are based on this fundamental relationship.

D.  Fellow Neighbor.

1.  Matthew 22:38-40 -- "This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
2. Romans 13:8-10 -- "Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law."
3.  First of all, the duty here is based on a relationship we sustain with a neighbor.  WNCD definition = 1.  one living or located near another, 2.  fellowman. 

4.  These two Scriptures show that loving your neighbor is an universal law applicable to all men under any Dispensation.  The first Scripture show it was one of two foundational principles in which the entire Jewish Law was based.  The second Scripture shows it was still a foundation bases under the Christian Law.  If was examine before the Jewish Law, we this Law also applicable, i.e. Cain & Abel.

5.  Evidently, loving neighbor is basic law built within each human.

E.  Husband – Wife.

1.  Col. 3:18 -- "Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord."
2.  First of all, the duty here is based on a relationship of a wife and husband.  The scope of the duties is based on "your husband".

3.  This letter was written to Christians in Colossae and a special emphasis is being placed on this duty as noted by "as is fitting in the Lord".

4.  However, the duties of wives goes back to the creation when God told Eve (and subsequently all other wives), "he (husband) shall rule over you", Gen. 3:16.

5.  Hence, the duties of wives to be subject to their husbands is based on this relationship whether a Christian or not, whether believer in God or not.

F.  Citizen.

1.  Rom. 13:1-4 -- "Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil."
2.  This relationship is between a citizen and a governing civil authority.  These authorities can be at the federal, state, city or county level.

3.  The scope of the authority is based on the relationship of governing authorities.  Note our duties is not based on the quality or righteousness of the governing authorities.

4.  Now, Romans was written to Christians.  Here is this chapter that deals with the practical application of Christians being transformed by the renewing of our minds.

5.  However, from this Scripture, we see the authority precedes being a Christian and goes to anyone who sustains this relationship.  Hence, the ultimate source of authority for any governing authority comes from God.

G.  Parent – Child.

1.  Eph. 6:4 -- "Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."
2.  From this Scripture the relationship is between Father and children.

3.  The scope of the duties is based on "your children".

4.  Again, the Letter of Ephesians written to Christians in Ephesus and an added emphasis is placed upon Christian Fathers by the statement "instruction of the Lord".

5.  However, these duties of the relationship go back to any Father - child relationship.  We see the obligation of these duties of Father to children in Jewish Law and in the patriarchal age.

H.  Employer – Employee.

1.  Col. 3:22-4:1 -- "Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality."
2.  From this Scripture, the relationship is between slave-master or employee-employer.

3.  The scope of the duties is based on "your masters".

4.  Again, the Letter of Colosians was written to Christians in Colosaee and an added emphasis is placed upon Christian slaves by the statement "fearing the Lord".

5.  However, this duties of the relationship go back to any master-slave relationship regardless if they are Christians or not.

I.  Elders –  Flock among which.

1.  Acts 20:28 -- "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood."
2.  1 Peter 5:1-2 -- "Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;"
3.  Elders have been delegated some degree of “oversight” in the local church, Ac. 20:17...28; 1 Pt. 5:1-2.  The burden of scripture dealing with their responsibility indicate this oversight is primarily concerned with the spiritual welfare of the flock and secondarily with funds collected or received by the flock.  Their oversight is based on the relationship they sustain to the local church of which they are members and limited by that relationship.   They have no authority over any other flock. They sustain NO relationship to other Christians that would grant them any delegated authority in spiritual matters.  Their authority as “elders,” or “pastors,” begins and ends in the sphere of their relationship to the local church of which they are members.

J.  Christian Duties based on our relationship to Christ.

1.  Eph 5:24 -- "But as the church is subject to Christ ..."
2.  Our duties to Christ as Christians are defined by the relationship we entered by following the plan of salvation which includes baptism.  We confessed Him as Lord which means we are to subject our will to His.

3.  The duties we are to obey are governed by this relationship and what the New Testament tells us as Christians to do.

IV.  Application.

A.  Parent - Child:  Who is responsible to train your children in the instruction of the Lord according to Eph. 6:4-- church or parents?

1.  This letter is written to Christians.  Do all Christians have this responsibility?

2.  Which child does this person have authority over?

3.  If you have a child, does every person who is a “father” have parental authority over your child?

4.  If your child was a Boy Scout, would the director of your son’s troop have any authority over your child? On what basis, and to what extent?

B.  Who is responsible to visit widows or orphans -- just Christians?

C.  Who is responsible for providing for Rocky’s mom?

D.  Who is responsible for helping the needy?

E.  Elders:  What is the scope of authority of elders?

1.  What are “elders” delegated the responsibility to “oversee”?

2.  Would it be OK for the elders of the church in New Caney to oversee the church in Humble since they are “elders” and it is a “flock”? If not, why not?

F.  Husband-Wife:  Whose husbands do the wives submit to?

1.  Since “wives” are to be subject to their “husbands,” and I am a “husband” and your wife is a “wife,” would it be okay for me to tell your wife how to spend money, where she can go, and when to have supper ready? If not, why not?

2.  If your wife worked for me, would I have then authority to tell her when to be at work, what to do while there, and when she could go home? And if so, why do I have any authority over her now when I didn’t in the above example? (I am still a “husband” and she is still a “wife.”)

G.  Citizens to Country:  Do you submit yourself to the rule of the Queen of England? If not, why not? 

1.  Do any Christians have to do so? Why?

Love:  The Universal Driving Force

I.  Objective:  Show the God's actions are based on love and to show our actions should also be based on love.

II.  Definitions.

A.  4  types of love.

1.  Caring.  Eph. 5:2 -- "And walk in love as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour."

2.  Romantic.  Genesis 29:30-31  "So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and indeed he loved Rachel more than Leah, and he served with Laban for another seven years.  Now the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, and He opened her womb, but Rachel was barren."

3.  Sexual. Prov. 7:18  "Come, let's drink deep of love till morning; let's enjoy ourselves with love!"
4.  Parental.  Rom 1:31 --"without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmerciful".
B.  Caring love is the love under consideration in this lesson.

III.  God’s Love.

A.  Creation -- It was good -- for who in Gen. 1?

1.  vs. 3:  "God saw that the light was good"
2.  vs. 10:  "God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good.... "

3.  vs. 12:  "The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good."

4.  vs. 16-18:  "God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also.  God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good."

5.  vs. 21:  "God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that it was good."

6.  vs. 25:  "God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good."

7.  vs. 26,31:  "Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;""  "God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good."
B.  The universe is for mankind's benefit.  The creation shows God's love for mankind.

C.  Sending Jesus Christ to die for us.  Romans 5:8-10 -- "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."
D.  Wants all men to be saved and enjoy eternal bliss with Him forever.  II Pet 3:9 -- "The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance."
IV.  The 2 Great Commandments.

A.  In existence under Jewish Dispensation.

1.  Matthew 22:36-40 -- "And He said to him, " 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' "This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.""
B.  In existence under Christian Dispensation.

1.  1 John 4:21 -- "And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also."
C.  In existence under Patriarchal Dispensation.

1.  Cain & Abel  -- Gen. 4:9 --  "...Am I my brother's keeper?"
V.  Occurrences.

A.  I Cor. 13.

1.  Excellency of Love when absent, 1-3.

1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

2.  Excellency of Love when present, 4-7.

4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

3.  Excellency of Love by its duration, 8-13.

8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.  11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.  12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known.  13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

B.  Old Testament.

1.  Deuteronomy 11:22 -- "For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding you to do, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him,"

2.  Joshua 22:5 -- "Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, to love the LORD your God and walk in all His ways and keep His commandments and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul."
3.  1 Kings 10:9 --"Blessed be the LORD your God who delighted in you to set you on the throne of Israel; because the LORD loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness."
4.  Nehemiah 1:5  --"I said, "I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,"
5.  Psalm 31:23 --"O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! The LORD preserves the faithful And fully recompenses the proud doer."
C.  New Testament.

1.  Ephesians 2:4 -- "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us."

2.  Ephesians 3:19 -- "and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God."
3.  1 Thessalonians 4:9 -- "Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another."
4.  1 John 2:5 -- "but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected By this we know that we are in Him."
5.  1 John 4:10- 12 -- "In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us."
D.  Song "God is Love".

Bible Study

I.  Objective:  To show that Bible Study is commanded by God and is required for faithfulness, growth and strength.

II.  Christianity is a taught religion.

A.  To become a Christian, one must first hear the Word of God and believe.

1.  Rom. 10:17 -- "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ."

a.  Subject = Why Israel was rejected, Rom. 9:30-31.

b.  Answer = unfaithful, 10:3.

c.  Aim of Old Testament was to lead Israel to Christ, 10:4.

2.  During the preaching of the first gospel sermon, Peter and the apostles appealed to the Jews to hear the word of God.

a.  2:14:  "... Peter, taking his stand with the eleven ... give heed to my words."

b.  2:22  "Men of Israel, listen to these words..."
c.  2:37:  "Now when they heard this..."
d.  2:41:  "So then, those who had received his word ...".
B.  Jesus spent most of his time during His ministry teaching the people the Word of God.

1.  Matthew 4:23 -- "Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people."
2.  Mark 10:17 -- "As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"
3.  Luke 20:21 -- "They questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, we know that You speak and teach correctly, and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth."
4.  John 13:13 --"You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am."
5.  Many other passages on Jesus teaching and being called a teacher (44 times in Gospels). 

C.  The purpose of Jesus miracles was to confirm His message.

1.  John 5:36 -- "But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish--the very works that I do--testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me."
2.  Jesus was "the Prophet" prophesied in the Old Testament.  John 1:21 -- "They asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not " "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No.""
III.  God’s method of communication.

A.  We know that God is sovereign by virtue of being the Creator and that He must be the ultimate source of authority for all we believe or practice.  But how does man today come to know what His will is?  What means does He use to express His will?  Is it through anointed individuals today?  Through visions?  Inward light provided by the Holy Spirit?  Personal experiences?  The church? Etc.

B.  Patriarchal Dispensation.

1.  God to man.

a.  Adam and Eve, Gen. 2:16,18, 3:16,17.

b.  Noah, Gen. 6:13.

c.  Abraham, Gen. 17:1-3.

C. Old Testament Dispensation. 

1.  God to man.

a.  Moses, Ex. 3:4, 11.

2.  God thru Prophets.

3.  Writings of the Prophets.

a.  Exodus 24:7 -- "Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, " All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!"
b.  Deuteronomy 17:19 -- "It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by carefully observing all the words of this law and these statutes,"
c.  Joshua 8:35 -- "There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel with the women and the little ones and the strangers who were living among them."
d.  Other passages:  Deut. 31:11, 2 Ki 19:14, Neh. 8:18.

4.  Have you not read?

a.  Sabbath.  Matt 12:3 --"But He said to them, "Have you not read what David did when he became hungry, he and his companions,"
b.  Sabbath: Matt 12:5 -- "Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent?"
c.  Divorce:  Matt 19:4 -- "And He answered and said, "Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE,"
d.  Resurrection:  - Matt 22:31 -- "But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God:"
e.  Resurrection: -- Mark 12:26 -- "But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ' I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, and the God of Jacob'?
D.  Christian Dispensation.

1.  God to his Son.

a.  Heb. 1:1-2 -- "God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world."

b.  All authority relative to our salvation has been delegated to Jesus Christ, Mt. 28:18-20, Eph. 1:20-23.  But, Christ has ascended back to heaven, so we are still left with the question of how the divine will is expressed to man today.

2.  Son sent Holy Spirit.

a.  Jn. 16:7, 13 -- 7"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you."  13"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come."
b.  These promises were made to a select group of men: the apostles of Christ, Jn. 13:1-2 with Lk. 22:13,14, Jn. 14:26, Jn. 15:16, Jn. 15:27, Jn. 16:2.

3.  Holy Spirit guided the apostles and prophets.

a.  Through these men, the Holy Spirit empowered others to be prophets, Acts 6:6…8; 8:14-18; 19:6.  The faith of Christians is built on the revelation of the apostles and prophets, Eph. 2:20. See also  Eph. 4;11; 1 Co. 12:28.

b.  Ac. 2:42  -- "They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching."
c.  Paul's letter to Ephesians -- Eph. 6:17 -- "...which is the word of God."
d.  Col. 3:16 -- "Let the word of Christ..."
e.  2 Tim. 2:15 -- "...accurately handling the word of truth."
4.  Apostles & prophets wrote it down.

a.  If we could talk to these men, we could ask them what the King has authorized.  However, all of these men have died.  Once again, then, we ask, how are we today going to know the divine will?

b.  Eph. 3:1-5 -- "1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;"
1)  How was Paul’s “insight into the mystery of Christ” to be known? -- when you read!!!

c.  1 Jn. 1:1-4 -- "1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete."
1)  How was what John had seen and heard “concerning the Word of life” to be known? -- reading what they wrote!!!

d.  Col 4:16 -- "When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea."
e.  1 Thess 5:27 -- "I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren."
f.  The writings of the apostles and prophets to be received with the same regard as if God personally wrote: 1 Th 2:13; 4:8; 2 Th 3:6,14; 1 Co 14:37.

5.  Inspiration directly to man stopped after entire word complete (I Cor. 13:8-13).

IV.  Importance.

A.  Ultimate source of authority.  While we may confer with men, and learn from men, ultimately there is but one source of authority in religion. If what we believe or practice has no higher source than man, whether it be others or ourselves, it is unworthy of our adherence.

1.  Mt. 16:17 -- "And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven".

a.  Did Peter learn Jesus was the Christ from men? (Read John 1:35-42; 5:30-47 before you answer.)

b.  What is Jesus’ point? (Note the “not...but.”) 

2.  Mt. 21:25-26 -- "The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from men?" And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did you not believe him?' "But if we say, 'From men,' we fear the people; for they all regard John as a prophet.""
a.  What two alternatives does Jesus give for the source of John’s baptism?

b.  What are the implications pertaining to human responsibility towards it, depending on where it is from?

3.  Mt. 15:9 -- "'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'"
a.  Why was the Pharisees’ worship vain?

b.  Is it wrong to live by the doctrines men teach? (Read Mat. 23:1-3 before you answer.) Harmonize your answer to this question with your answer in “a.”

4.  Gal 1:8 -- "But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!"
a.  What was the standard against which the Galatians were to measure teaching they heard?

b.  Would this include things they might hear from “apostles” or in a “vision”? Would this include the Galatian letter?

B.  God’s Commandment.

1.  Acts 2:42 -- "They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer."

2.  Phil 1:27 -- "Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;"
3.   Gal 3:11 -- "Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.""
C.  Know His Will.

1.  Eph. 3:3-4,6 -- "3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,"

D.  Avoid temptation.

1.  Eph. 6:10-11,17 --"10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."
E.  Grow.

1.  II Pet. 3:17-18 -- "17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen".
F.  Comfort, Hope, Strength.

G.  To be Pleasing to God.

V.  God’s Providence.

A.  Local Church, Evangelists, Teachers, Elders.

1.  Eph 4:11-13 --"11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to  the unity of the faith, and of the (H)knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ."
B.  Bible withstood assault thru time but has endured.

C.  Evidence to know it is true:  many prophecies, many miracles, eye witnesses, completeness, accuracy,

1.  Luke 1:1-4 -- "1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus. 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught."

D.  The Scriptures are a complete and sufficient expression of the divine will.

1.  The faith of Jesus Christ that God delivered to God’s people of the first century was designed to be the faith for God’s people of all time. The kernel of that faith is presented in the four gospels.

2.  Jude 3 -- "Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints."
a.  The saints are charged to contend for the faith which was once delivered for all time.

3.  2 Pt. 1:12 -- "Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you."
a.  Peter said his readers were “established” in the faith.  All needed relative to that faith is revealed in the Scriptures (2 Pt. 1:3 “Everything pertaining to life and godliness”).

4.  2 Ti. 3:16-17 -- "16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work."
a.  The Scriptures inspired by God will make the “man of God” adequate or complete in teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness

VI.  Approach.

A.  Frequency -- regular occurrence like daily.

1.  Act 2:42 -- "They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching ..."
2.  Acts 2:46: -- "Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple ...".
3.  Acts 17:11 -- "Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so."
4.  Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were able to preach the word as they were scattered, Acts 8:1,4.

B.  What to Study?

1.  Gospels - start point for faith in Jesus as the Christ and Lord.

2.  Rest of New Testament since it is the covenant/dispensation that Christians are under.

3.  Old Testament is beneficial,  Rom  15:4, I Cor 10:11.

C.  Aids.

1.  Local church.

2.  Evangelist, elders, teachers, Eph. 4:11-12.

3.  Other: computer, concordances, dictionaries, lexicons, commentaries.

D.  Attitudes.

1.  Honest.

2.  Apply knowledge.

3.  Never too old to learn more.

Time For Everything

I.  Objective:  To show that we have limited time and resources on this earth, so we need to balance our duties with Christ taking first priority.

II.  Limited Resources.

A.  Time.

1.  The phrase, "he died" occurs 8 times in Gen. 5 (vs. 5,8,11,14,17,20,27,31).  Each word in the Bible was put there by the Holy Spirit for a purpose.  Here the emphasis is that death can not be avoided for these men despite the hundreds of years they lived.

2.  James 4:14 -- "Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away."
3.  Please note the many recent deaths at Humble.

B.  Energy.

1.  Ps. 102:25-27 -- "25 Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 Even they will perish, but You endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. 27 But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end."
C.  Resources.

1.  In the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30), each man was given different number of talents.  Each of us has different talents for use in the Kingdom of Christ.

D.  Opportunities.

1.  The Apostle Paul had greater opportunities than the other Apostles.  In like manner, we too have different opportunities.

III.  Time for everything.

A.  Eccl. 3:1-11.

1. "1 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven-- 

2 A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.

3 A time to kill and a time to heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up.

4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to mourn and a time to dance.

5 A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing.

6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away.

7 A time to tear apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak.

8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace. 9 What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils?

10 I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves. God Set Eternity in the Heart of Man

11 He has made everything appropriate in its time He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end."
B.  Ecclesiastes is written from a special view point that is it is referring to things on this physical world or in the words of the writer "under the sun".  There are other phrases used like "under heaven", "upon the earth", or "on the ground".  There are 43 such occurrences.  It is very important when interpreting this book to keep this special view point in mind.  Here are examples that illustrate the point: 2:15, 7:16, 9:2.

C.  Appointed time for everything.  There is a time for everything under heaven but the when and why of time belongs to God's sovereignty.  Man's limitations have a moral purpose:  to cause man to recognize his limitations and fear the Almighty Sovereign God.

D.  Enjoy the fruits of your labor, Eccl. 2:24a, 3:12-13, 5:18, 8:15, 9:7.

E.   Be happy, Eccl. 3:22

F.  One hand of rest better than 2 hands of labor, Eccl. 4:6.

G.  Companionship over riches, Eccl. 4:7-12.

H.  Wisdom better than folly, Eccl. 2:13-14a.

F.  There is a time for weeping and rejoicing, Rom. 12:15.

IV.  Balance.

A.  There are more things to do, more things to learn, more things to fix, more things to enjoy, more friendships to have -- but we do not have time to do all the things we wish.

B.  We are Christians and have spiritual responsibilities.  But we also have responsibilities as husband/wife, parents, children, employees, neighbors and citizens.  Should we neglect our husbands or wives in spending all our time in spiritual activities?  God has ordained various relationships and we have responsibilities to fulfill.  So balance is required to allocate time to take care of our responsibilities.

C.  A prevalent evil -- not enjoying fruit of our labor, Eccl. 6:1-6.

V.  Priority.

A.  Duty of man ==>  Fear God and keep His commandments.  Eccl. 12:13-14 -- "13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.  14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil."
B.  God Will judge.  Eccl. 3:16-17 -- "16 Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is wickedness and in the place of righteousness there is wickedness. 17 I said to myself, God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man, for a time for every matter and for every deed is there."
C.  Fear Him.   Eccl. 5:7 -- "For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God."
D.  Gives & takes our physical life.  Eccl.  5:18 -- "Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one's labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward. "

E.  God has given physical riches,  Eccl. 5:19 -- "Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God."
F.  What does a man gain if he gains the whole world and loses his soul, Matt. 16:26?

Do What We Can

I.  Objective:  Show that God expects us to fulfill our duties toward Him and others based on what we can do.

II.  "She has done what she could".
A.  Mk. 14:1-10.

1 "Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth and kill Him; 

2 for they were saying, "Not during the festival, otherwise there might be a riot of the people." 

3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head. 

4 But some were indignantly remarking to one another, "Why has this perfume been wasted? 

5"For this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor." And they were scolding her. 

6 But Jesus said, "Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me. 

7 "For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them; but you do not always have Me. 

8 "She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for the burial. 

9 "Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her." 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in order to betray Him to them."

B.  Observations (Parallel account, Matt.26:1-13).

1.  The denarius was equivalent to a day's wages so 300 denarius was almost one year wages.

2.  Nard or spikenard (kjv,nkjv) is from a fragrant plant grown in the Himalayas at an elevation of 11,000 to 17,000 ft.  It was considered an article of commerce and was expensive of the long distance where this plant was grown.

3.  It has not been revealed who this women was.  She evidently was a woman with financial means.

4.  It has not been revealed about more information about Simon the leper.  It is obvious that he was cured otherwise he would not be dining with others.  We do not know if Jesus cured him or one of his disciples.  Jesus cured the 10 lepers in Lk. 17:11 but that was located further north in Capernum.  He cured other lepers, Matt. 8:1.

5.  Bethany is east of Jerusalem about15 furlongs(fur = 1/8 mile) which is about 1.9 miles.  Remember Jesus retreated there each day during the His week of suffering.

6.  The Jews had a custom of anointing the dead.  Mark 16:1 -- "When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him."  John 19:40.

7.  Jesus gives this women a note-worthy commendation -- " wherever the gospel is preached ... spoken of in memory of her".
8.  Judas was the likely disciple who was voicing his objections to her deed, Mk. 14:10-11.  There were others also, see plural pronoun in vs. 5.

9.  Her motivation to do this deed was based on her faith that Jesus would die and be buried, Mk 14:8, Matt. 26:1-2, 12.  Contrast her faith with the apostles' faith on this matter.

10.  There is an implied reference to Jesus statement, "She did what she could do" relative to what???  Jesus previous to this incident said He was going die.  What could this woman do relative to that???  Could she change to course of history, could she change the Jewish conspiracy, could she overcome the Roman authorities in putting Him to death?  She did what she could!!!

11.  Note her attitudes in this matter.

a.  Initiative -- was she invited or came in from the outside.

b.  Faith -- She believed Jesus was going to die.

c.  Courage -- they were scolding her.

d.  Liberality -- anoint Him with this precious anointment which was had a significant amount of worth.

e.  Humility.

C.  God only expects us to do what we can.  This is a common principle in which God expects us to utilize our talents, opportunities and resources on an individual basis.

III.  Parable of the Talents.

A.  Definition.

1.  STRONG'S NUMBER 5007 talanton   {tal'-an-ton}:

1) the scale of a balance, a balance, a pair of scales 2) that which is weighed, a talent 2a) a weight varying in different places and times 2b) a sum of money weighing a talent and varying in different states and according to the changes in the laws regulating currency; the Attic talent was equal to 60 Attic minae or 6000 drachmae. A talent of silver in Israel weighed about 100 pounds, of gold, 200 pounds.

B.  Matt. 25:14-30.

14  "For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. 

15  "To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 

16  "Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents. 

17  "In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 

18  "But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 

19  "Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 

20  "The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.' 

21  "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 

22  "Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, 'Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.' 

23  "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 

24  "And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 

25  'And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.' 

26  "But his master answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 

27  'Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest. 

28  'Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.' 

29  ")For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 

30  "Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

1.  This parable is about the kingdom of heaven, 25:1,14.  This parable is one of three scenes about judgment.  This is examining things we ought to be doing and will give an account during judgment.

2.  The point of the parable is that we all have different talents and need to use them in the kingdom i.e. serving Christ.  If we do nothing with our talents, we will be condemned if we do ask for forgiveness and repent.

3.  What are our talents?  This is a personnel examination between each of us as individuals and our Lord.

4.  Each of us has different talents.  We should use and develop them to the best of our ability.  Also, we should not be jealous of another's capabilities but be thankful.

IV.  Opportunities.

A.  1 Corinthians 3:5 --"What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one."
1.  We do not understand how God works in this world and yet not violate man's will.  But he is active.  In the case of the Apostles and other prophets, it was God's message and Paul and others were God's ministers of the gospel message.

B.  1 Corinthians 16:12 -- "But concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity."

1.  God also understands when we do have the opportunity due to present circumstances.  If we are incapable due to present circumstance, God understands and we should not place on us a heavy burden of guilt.

C.  Galatians 6:10 -- "So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith."

1.  We should be active with our fellow man but especially our brethren in rendering service whenever we can.

D.  Philippians 4:10 -- "But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity."

E.  Colossians 4:5 -- "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity."

1.  We have so many opportunities that cross our daily paths.  We are to make the most of these opportunities.

Prayer

I.  Men Ought to Pray.

A.  Lk. 18:1  "Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart,”
1.  This parable illustrates through the unrighteous judge that God will answer prayers for justice through Jesus Christ.

B.  Rom. 12:12  "rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,"
1.  This chapter deals with the transformed live that Christians must live (vs. 1-2).  In this transformed life, one way to overcome evil is by prayer, (vs. 9,21).

C.  Eph. 6:18  "With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints."
1.  Prayer is part of the armor of God to overcome Satan.

D.  Php. 4:6  "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God."
1.  Prayer is a tool given by God to overcome anxiety.

E.  Col. 4:2  "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;"
1.  We ought to use prayer for opportunities to teach God’s Word with wisdom and boldness (vs. 2-6).

F.  1 Th. 5:17  "pray without ceasing;"
1.  Use prayer for joyous thanksgiving to God (vv. 16-18).

G.  1 Tim. 2:1  "First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,"
1.  Use prayer to appeal to the Ruler of nations for a tranquil and quiet life (vv. 1-2).

H.  Heb. 4:16  "Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need."
1.  Use prayer for strength and mercy in time of temptation.

I.  Jam. 5:13  "Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises."
1.  Use prayer to comfort our self and others in the face of suffering 

J.  1 Pet. 4:7  "The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer."
1.  Use prayer to prepare for calamity and tumultuous times.

K.  1 Jn. 1:9  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
1.  Use prayer to confess our sins so that we may have fellowship with God 

L.  Jude 1:20  "But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit;"
1.  Use prayer to keep us faithful amidst false doctrine.

M.  Prayer in the Life of Jesus.

1.  At His baptism, Lk. 3:21.

2.  Began His ministry, Lk. 3:23.

3.  Early in the morning, departed to lonely place, Mk. 1:35.

4.  At mealtime, Matt. 15:35.

5.  In the evening, after day of sorrow, Matt. 14:23.

6.  Time of popularity, make Him a King, John 6:15.

7.  Whole night in prayer, Lk. 6:12.

8.  Transfiguration, Lk. 9:28-29.

9.  Gethsemane, Lk. 22:41-44.

II.  What is Prayer?

A.  Eph. 6:10, 18  "Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart,”

1.  Prayer is not a formula to be memorized and repeated, nor a magical incantation to call down the heavenly powers, nor is it merely self help through expression. What is prayer? We need to be aware of and utilize the various kinds of prayer. To be “strong in the Lord” in our “struggle” against sin (Eph. 6:10f), we must take up the armor of God “with ALL PRAYER and petition . . .” (v. 18).

a.  “with all prayer” = dia pasEs proseuchEs - Eph. 6:18. “‘by means of all prayer…’ not a single kind being neglected or omitted” Lenski. “…i.e., while ye employ every kind of prayer and entreaty, omit no sort of prayer and entreaty.” Meyer.  “I...1...a. any, every one (sc. of the class denoted by the noun annexed to pas)…b. any and every, of every kind…” TH.

2.  Pray 125

 God … with adoration, confession, supplication, or thanksgiving” Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary copyright © 2004.

3.  Prayer is man talking to his God. It is an outpouring of a troubled heart, a confession of sin, a request for help, a response of gratitude, an utterance of praise. Prayer requires no scholastic degree; it does not depend on a fluent command of the language; it costs no money. What it does require is faith, a sincere and contrite heart, and action—men must “ask.” Prayer is one of the greatest privileges man has, but, sadly, one of the most neglected, taken for granted, and abused. “Lord, teach us to pray!” 

B.  Types of Prayer.

1.  1 Tim 2:1  "First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,"
a.  The words in 1 Tim 2:1 (Though these words are not to be sharply distinguished, they are not identical in meaning. Each highlights a facet of prayer.):

b.  “entreaties” (“supplications” KJV, NKJV, ASV) - deesis. Stresses need. Thus sense of inadequacy, shortcoming, dependency. Note some specific needs. Q: Do you feel any needs? Then prayer is of value to you. 

c.  “prayers” - proseuche. Occurs approx. 86 times in N.T. - every time directed to God. Prayer addressed to Deity...this demands reverence, godly fear. Also comfort - for God is able to meet our “needs”! (Relate to last point.) Able - willing - powerful - wise - faithful. 

d.  “petitions” (“intercessions” KJV, NKJV, ASV) - enteuxis. Suggests free access, confidence of approach. Contrast the restricted access rulers today. Compare Esther’s access to the king, and that was her husband! God wants us to come, and awaits to receive us. A strong motivation. 

e.  “thanksgivings” - eucharistia. Expression of gratitude for blessings already received (and presently enjoying)! Note how often connected with exhortations to pray, Php. 4:6; Col. 4:2; 1 Th. 5:17,18. Importance of thanksgiving can be seen in Ro. 1:20ff.

2.  Petition = "what you need".
a.  Mt 6:8  "Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him. [See vv. 5f.]"
3.  Complaint.

a.  Ps 54:1  "Save me, O God, by Thy name, And vindicate me by Thy power. 2 Hear my prayer, O God; Give ear to the words of my mouth. 3 For strangers have risen against me, And violent men have sought my life …"
4.  Confession.

a.  Ps 32:5  "I acknowledged my sin to Thee, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”; And Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin. [Selah. 6 Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found …" [See vv. 1f.]

b.  See Ps. 51; 1 Jn. 1:9.

5.  Praise/thanksgiving.

a.  1 Ch 29:13  “Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious name." [See vv. 10f.]

6.  Imprecatory.

a.  Ps 55:1  "Give ear to my prayer, O God; And do not hide Thyself from my supplication. 2 Give heed to me, and answer me; I am restless in my complaint and am surely distracted … 9 Confuse, O Lord, divide their tongues, For I have seen violence and strife in the city. … 15 Let death come deceitfully upon them; Let them go down alive to Sheol, For evil is in their dwelling, in their midst."
III.  Circumstances for Prayer:  "pray AT ALL TIMES . . .” (v. Eph. 6:18).
A.  1 Ki 19:4  "But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.”

B.  Neh 2:1  "And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. … 4 Then the king said to me, “What would you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven."
C.  Jonah 2:1  "Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the stomach of the fish,"
D.  Mt 26:36  "Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”" [See Jn 18:1,26. “garden”]
E.  Mk 6:46  "And after bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray."
F.  Lk 23:33  "And when they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. … 46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.” And having said this, He breathed His last."
G.  Ac 7:59  "And they went on stoning Stephen as he called upon the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 And falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” And having said this, he fell asleep."
H.  Ac 16:24  "and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;"
IV.  Right Attitudes in Prayer.

A.  The Lord looks at the heart.

1.  1 Sam. 16:7 “The Lord looks at the heart”.  Not all prayer will God hear. The individual must have the proper spirit, or disposition—a requisite of all true worship, Jn. 4:24. See also Ps. 19:14.

2.  Ps 66:18  "If I regard [“cherished” NIV] wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear"; “regard” “cherished” – Too precious, valuable, important to give up or quit. Pretend repentant, sorry, but hold regard, love, delight in wickedness …hypocrisy!

3.  Isa 1:15  “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you, Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood."
B.  Regard as Holy (Reverence, Respect, Honor).

1.  Mt 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.’” On “be thy name,” compare Dt. 28:58; Ps. 20:1 (parallelism); 29:2; Ac. 4:10,12.

2.  Lev 10:1  "Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the LORD spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be honored.’” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent."
3.  Mal 1:6  “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?” says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. …”
C.  Sincerity.

1.  Mt 6:5 “And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you. 7 And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.”
D.  Humility.

1.  Lk 18:9  "And He also told this parable to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.”"
a.  “humble”: “1. Having or showing consciousness of one’s defects or shortcomings; not proud...” Webster's New World Dictionary, 1982.

E.  Faith.

1.  Explained: Confidence, not only in God’s existence, but also in His love, faithfulness, omniscience, and omnipotence, not that God will answer all requests positively. Requests may also be denied or delayed. Faith prays, “Your will be done,” in the confidence His will is best. And even when granted, it may be in a means totally unsuspected nor understood.

2.  Heb 11:6  "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes (proserchomai) to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him."

3.  Heb 4:16  "Let us therefore draw near (proserchomai; “come” kjv, nkjv) with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need."
4.  Lu 18:1  "Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God, and did not respect man. 3 “And there was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 “And for a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, lest by continually coming she wear me out.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge *said; 7 now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”"
F.  Spirit of Obedience.

1.  Jn 9:31  “We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He hears him.”
2.  Ps 34:15  "The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the LORD is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry and the LORD hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted, And saves those who are crushed in spirit."
H.  Alertness.

1.  By “alertness” is meant spiritual alertness, vigilance, attentiveness, and is opposed to listlessness, remissness, and indolence. In the following passages some danger threatens and this alertness is necessary to preparedness.

2.  Mk 14:38  “Keep watching and praying, that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” See vv. 27-50.


a.  Succumbing to fear when their personal safety was threatened at the arrest of Jesus. Opposed to “sleeping,” v. 37, but there is more involved in Jesus’ exhortation than physical awareness. They needed to be alert to the danger that would some confront them. One might be “awake” physically and yet not “alert” or “watching.”
3.  Lu 21:36  “But keep on the alert at all times, praying in order that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” See vv. 34-36. 

a.  Other versions:  

NASB - “But keep on the alert at all times”
NKJV - “Watch therefore, and pray always”
ASV - “But watch ye at every season”

b.  Becoming overwhelmed with the desire for forbidden pleasures and temporal pursuits while God’s judgment is delayed. “Be alert” is readily seen here not to be an exhortation against physical sleepiness.

4.  1 Pe 5:8  "Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour." See vv. 6-11.


a.  Other versions:

NASB - “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert”
NKJV - “Be sober, be vigilant"
ASV - “Be sober, be watchful”

b.  Letting anxiety in the face of suffering cause one to lose his faith and devotion to God.

5.  Col 4:2  "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving."  See vv. 2-6. Compare Eph. 6:18.


a.  Other versions:

NASB - “keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving”
NKJV - “being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;”
KJV - “and watch in the same with thanksgiving;”
ASV - “watching therein with thanksgiving;”

b.  Neglect or ruin opportunities to teach or influence others for truth.

I.  Forgiving Spirit.

1.  Mt 6:12  “‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’ … 14 For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.” See also Mt. 18:21-35.

J.  Gratitude.

1.  Php 4:6  "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God."
2.  Col 4:2  "Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;"
3.  1 Th 5:17  "pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."
4.  Ro 1:21  "For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened."
5.  Ro 1:25  "For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen."
Widows & Orphans

I.  Objectives:  Demonstrate our responsibilities to our own widows and to "widows indeed" in the local church.

II.  God in the Old Testament has shown concern, required justice and sustenance for widows and orphans.

A.  Justice & Concern.

1.  Old Testament Law - Sundry Laws:  Ex. 22:22-24  "You shall not afflict any widow or orphan.  If you afflict him at all, and if he does cry out to Me, I will surely hear his cry; and My anger will be kindled, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless."
2.  Old Testament Law - Tablets Rewritten.  Deut. 10:18 --"He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing."
3.  Old Testament Law - Sundry Laws.  Deut. 24:17 -- "You shall not pervert the justice due an alien or an orphan, nor take a widow's garment in pledge."
4.  Old Testament Law - Curses.  Deut. 27:19 -- "Cursed is he who distorts the justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.' "
5.   Ps. 68:5 --"A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows ,Is God in His holy habitation."
6.  Ps. 146:9 -- "The LORD protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow, But He thwarts the way of the wicked."
7.  Proverbs 15:25 -- "The LORD will tear down the house of the proud, But He will establish the boundary of the widow."
8.  Isa. 1:23  "Your rulers are rebels  And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe and chases after rewards They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them."
9.  Jer. 7:5-7 --"For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly practice justice between a man and his neighbor, if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and ever."
10.  Mal. 3:5 -- "Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and against the adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and against those who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and those who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me, says the LORD of hosts."

11.  Matt. 23:14 -- "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation".
B.  Sustenance.

1.  Deut. 14:29 -- "The Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do."
2.   Deut. 24:19-21 -- "When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in order that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.  When you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow.  When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not go over it again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow."
3.  Deut. 26:12-13 -- "When you have finished paying all the tithe of your increase in the third year, the year of tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan and to the widow, that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.  You shall say before the LORD your God, 'I have removed the sacred portion from my house, and also have given it to the Levite and the alien, the orphan and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed or forgotten any of Your commandments."
III.  Personnel Responsibility.

A.  Your own.

1.  Children are to honor (or assist) their widows.

a.  1 Timothy 5:3-4  --"Honor widows who are widows indeed; but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God."
b.  1 Timothy 5:16 --"If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them ..."
2.  Honoring them includes respect, obedience and supplying their physical needs.

a.  "Honor" - Ex 20:12 - The word "honor" implies respect by definition: “1. to respect greatly; regard highly; esteem” Webster’s New World Dictionary, 1982. Lev 19:3,32, use "reverence" and "revere" and v. 32 gives example of respect.

b.  "Obey" -- Eph 6:1,2 quotes Ex 20:12 and shows "honor" implies "obey." Dt 21:18, "who will not obey" shows the seriousness of this injunction under OT law.

c.  "Provide for" --Mt 15:4-6 and Mk 7:10-12 indict the Pharisees and scribes of failing to "help" or "do anything for" their mother and father and Jesus ties that responsibility to Ex 20:12, "Honor..."

3.  Paul writes to Timothy on how to treat various people within the local church.  He is to teach this to Christians and it is applicable to us today.  Note fulfilling this duty is "acceptable in the sight of God".

4.  Notice that Paul also includes grandchildren with this responsibility.

5.  The consequence of not fulfilling this responsibility is noted.  I Tim. 5:8 -- "But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever."

B.  Others.

1.  This responsibility is not only for our own widows but others also.  Who this might be is subject to one's personal life.  Note it is a demonstration of pure and undefiled religion or in other words it is demonstration of our faith.

2.  James 1:27 -- "Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world."
IV.  Local Church Responsibility.

A.  Responsible for certain widows.  1 Timothy 5:3 -- "Honor widows who are widows indeed...".

B.  Who are the widows indeed?

1.  I Tim. 5:5,7,9,10 -- "5 Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.  7 Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above reproach.  9 A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, 10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work."
2:  Qualifications:  Left alone, fixed hope on God, prayerful, above reproach, 60 years or older, wife of one man, good works, shown hospitality.

V.  Needs of Widows.

A.  Note the different facets of man/woman.  Lk 2:52 -- "And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men."
B.  Physical.

C.  Mental.

D.  Social.

E.  Spiritual.

F.  Would not love demand taking care of all these facets?

VI.  How can we help?

A.  Visit.

B.  Pray for them and with them.

C.  Write cards, letters, notes.

D.  Visit as small groups and engage in singing songs.

E.  Assist with their spiritual.

F.  Assist with some of their needs / inquiries.

G.  Assist with transportation.

H.  Consider special spiritual needs noting their period of life.  Be aware of despair, loosing hope, weary, apathetic.

VII.  Prominent Widows.

A.  Ruth.  Ruth 4:5 -- "Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance.""

B.  Poor Widow.  Mark 12:42-43 -- "A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.  Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury;"
C.  Widow in temple.  Luke 2:37 -- "and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers."
D.  Dorcas.  Acts 9:39,41 -- 39 "So Peter arose and went with them. When he arrived, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them."  41 "And he gave her his hand and raised her up; and calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive."

Parents & Children

I.  Objectives:  Demonstrate the responsibilities of parents and children.

II.  God's Design for the Family = To keep the way of Jehovah.

A.  Genesis 18:17-19 -- 17 "The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed?  19  For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.""
1.  This refers back to the promises that God had made to Abraham.

2.  The aim, goal or purpose of Abraham for his family was given to him by God.

a.  He was to lead his family in keeping the way of Jehovah.

1)  To do righteousness and justice.

2)  To accomplish the purpose of God in blessing all nations through his seed (future offspring).

b.  God’s plan for Abraham’s family was that they might have offspring which would be faithful to Him and through which others might be blessed.

B.  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 -- "4 Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 "These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7"You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 9 "You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates."
1.  These are the physical offspring of Abraham who are now under the Law of Moses.

2.  Notice that first is emphasized individual or personal devotion to God (vss. 5,6).

3.  Then there is to be diligence in teaching this devotion to the next generation.

a.  The natural environment of the home and its daily routines were to be the occasions for this training.

b.  The word of God was to permeate the home so that every aspect of daily life was influenced by it.

4.
God’s plan for every Israelite family was for them to be faithful to Him and to diligently train the next generation to do likewise.

C.  Ephesians 6:1-4 -- "1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."
1.  Paul writes to Jewish and Gentile Christians who are the spiritual offspring of Abraham and commands the fathers to raise their children up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

2.  God’s plan for every family was for them to be trained in His ways and then to be obedient to those ways and therefore repeat the cycle.

D.  Notice these 3 sets of Scriptures are from the 3 dispensations.

1.  Hence, God’s plan for the family has always been the same: to raise up godly offspring.

2.  It is not the work of the state, the community, the village or the church to do this, but of the family.

3.  The family is not merely a social unit, but a spiritual unit in which souls are incubated and prepared to bring glory to God through their lives and thus influence the world for good.

E.  It begins with the foundation of marriage as intended by God.

III.  Husband's or Father's Responsibilities.

A.  Leader of the Household

1.  Woman created for the man.  Gen. 2:18, 22 -- "18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him."22  The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man."
2.  Genesis 3:16 -- "...And he will rule over you."
a.  It is clear that the curses directly related to the roles that God had intended for wives and husbands.

1).  The roles were NOT the curses!

2).  The roles were established by the order of their creation but their roles would be complicated as a result of the curses.

3.  1 Timothy 2:12-13 -- "12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.  13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve."
4.  Ephesians 5:23  - "23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body."
B.  Provider for the needs of the family.

1.  Genesis 3:17-19 --"17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it' Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it  All the days of your life. 18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return."
2.  The man would be the worker (provider) and that work would not be without pain itself.

a.  This text again deals with roles that God has had established from the beginning.

C.  Training & Discipline.

1.  Eph. 6:4.  Fathers are responsible for the training of their children.

a.  Training is discipline and includes instruction, correction and punishment.

b.  Fathers are to take the lead in this - Hebrews 12:9-11.

1)  Obviously as partners, joint-heirs and helpers in the goal of the family, the mother as the keeper of the home will have more practical hands-on time in this area.

2)  Nevertheless, the father is ultimately responsible for leading his family in the direction they should go.

2.  Fathers must provide consistent discipline when needed.

3.  What is discipline = make disciples of.  Prov. 15:5 discipline, NASV, instruction, KJV.  Eph. 6.4 discipline NASV, nurture, KJV.

4.  Proverbs 3:12 -- "For whom the LORD loves He reproves ,Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights."

5.  Proverbs 15:5 -- "A fool rejects his father's discipline, But he who regards reproof is sensible."
6.  Proverbs 4:1 -- "Hear, O sons, the instruction of a father, And give attention that you may gain understanding."
IV.  Wife’s or Mother's Responsibilities.

A.  Bear Children.

1.  Genesis 3:16 -- "16 To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children...".

2.  She was made to bear children.  Conceiving and bearing children was not the curse. The pain associated with it was.

3.  I Tim 2:15 -- "15 But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint."

B.  Submit to Husband.  

1.  Gen. 3:16 -- "...Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you."

2.  Neither was submission a part of the curse, that came with being created as a suitable helper to man, but sin would likewise make submission difficult as well.

3.  Eph. 5:22 -- "Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord."

4.  Consistently throughout scripture the family is arranged as a patriarchy in which the wife is to be a suitable helper in the raising of godly offspring.

C.  Manage the household.

1.  I Tim. 5:14 -- "Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;"

2.  Tit. 2:4-5 -- "...so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home,...".
D.  Training & Disciplining their children.

1.  Proverbs 6:20  -- "My son, observe the commandment of your father And do not forsake the teaching of your mother."
2.  Tit 2:3 -- "Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good,".
3.  Prov. 31.

V.  Children's Responsibilities.

A.  Ex. 20:12 - “Honor your father and your mother”.
1.  Fundamental to this nation’s well-being (“that your days may be prolonged in the land”) and recognized in other societies from ancient time (Egypt, Rome, eastern countries).

B.  “Honor” - Respect

1.  "to respect greatly; regard highly; esteem” Webster’s New World Dictionary, 1982.

a.  Disrespect may be reflected in being opposed to (e.g. disallow), but it may also be reflected in LACK OF interest in (e.g. disinterested). Compare lack of respect for God - not necc. blasphemous; just not interested and active in showing respect for His honor and will, little concern for what He has had to say.

2.  Founded in Respect for God.  This command follows the first four and is founded in the attitude required in them, i.e., respect for God. Note Lev. 19:3,32.

3.  Foundation for the Next Five. It then precedes the next five which set forth proper concepts and duties toward neighbors.  Observe that in teaching respect for father and mother the foundation is laid for:

a.  “Not murder” - respect for human life.  Taught to honor their parents person (dignity of being made in the image of God - human being) and position (authority).

1)  Ex 21:15,17.  Note: Mk. 10:7 - Jesus connects “Honor F & M” with Ex. 21:17!

2)  Jesus indicates murder grows out of contemptuous anger, Mt 5:21-22.  Not allow children to lash out in anger and contempt, whether in word or deed.

b.  “No adultery” - Respect for human morality or another's wife/husband.  Children taught to honor parents’ example of and devotion to moral purity — no immoral deeds, remarks, movies, magazines.

c.  “Not steal” - Respect for human property. Taught to honor parents’ possessions. Not allowed to use, or abuse, at will - just because they want it or want to so use it.

d.  “No false witness” - Respect for human justice.  Not allowed to dishonor parents by charging them harshly in vengeance or anger, e.g., “You don’t love me”; “You’re mean.”

e.  “Not covet” - Respect for human individuality.  Taught to honor their parents’ position in life — age and accomplishments.  Children not trained to think they ought to have now, or maybe ever, everything parents have.

4.  Other scriptures teaching respect for parents.  Note the reason or reasons given in each passage:

a.  Lev. 19:32 - Respect for AGE; the LORD so ordained.

b.  Pro. 23:22-25 - Respect for their wisdom.

c.  Eph. 6:1 - It is RIGHT - God made it so.

d.  Rom. 1:30-31 - Those who are disobedient to parents are worthy of death according to God’s ordinance.

e.  Col. 3:20 - It is well pleasing to the Lord.

5.  Other scriptures showing HOW this respect can be shown.

a.  Exo. 21:15,17 - Not striking or cursing them. And as the law forbade not only the act, but the attitude that gave rise to it, anger and bitterness, the roots of the actions, would also be forbidden.

curse” ≠ “cuss

         noun  1.  calling of God to send evil or injury on

                   2. obscene or blasphemous oath or imprecation expressing hatred, anger, vexation, etc. (WNWD)

        verb  1. to call evil or injury down on

                 2. use blasphemous or obscene language against (WNWD)

“I hope you die”’ “You are mean, hateful” (?)

b.  Pro 30:17.

c.  Lev. 19:32 - Rising up before them. Or, the customary acts of respect current in one’s society, e.g., “sir.”

d.  Pro. 23:22-25 - Listening to their counsel. Not “despise” them.

e.  Pro. 30:11 - “There is a kind of man…”

f.  Pro. 30:17 - Not mock or scorn them.

“mock” - “to mock, deride; pr. by imitating the voice of any one in derision, used also of the eye” W.OTWS. “to hold up to scorn and contempt; ridicule” W.NWD 

“scorn” - (“despises to obey,” KJV) - 936 “this word is evidently of stronger meaning than...; it denotes open contempt, with mockery...; the act of one who, full or arrogance and self-esteem, contemns others, despises their gifts, aggravates their faults and infirmities, and disdains all acts of love and kindness from them: such a one through pride, despises precept, admonition, and wisdom.” W.OTWS. “1. extreme, often indignant, contempt for someone or something; utter disdain 2. expression of this in words or manner” W. NWD

6.  They are to be respected even though...

a.  Imperfect, Heb. 12:9-10

b.  Wrong, 1 Tim. 5:1-2 

c.  Compare Gen. 9:20-27 

d.  Parents: Don’t let your consciousness of your shortcomings cause you to fail to expect, demand, and teach respect (“honor”)!

C.  “Honor” -- To Obey 

1.  Eph. 6:1-3 (included in “honor”).  Children do not have to understand reasoning or agree— rather, “it is right.” Col. 3:20; Rom. 1:30; Deu. 21:18-21; Pro. 15:5 (“cool,” “smart to disobey - “fool”!) 

2.  Responsibility to God supreme 

a.  Acts 5:29; Lk. 14:26-27.

b.  Compare 1 Ki. 15:3a; 22:43a; 1 Sam. 19:1,17; 20:30-31.

3.  Perfect example - Lk. 2:51 

D.  “Honor”  To Provide For 

1.  Mk. 7:9-13 (included in “honor”), 1 Tim. 5:8; Pro. 28:24.

VI.  Penalties for not fulfilling responsibility.

A.  Old Testament.

1.  Fundamental to this nation’s well-being (“that your days may be prolonged in the land”) and recognized in other societies from ancient time (Egypt, Rome, eastern countries), Ex. 20:12.

2.  Exodus 21:15 -- "He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death."
3.  Exodus 21:17  "He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death."
4.  Deuteronomy 21:18 - 19 -- "If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father or his mother, and when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them,".
B.  New Testament.

1.  Romans 1:32, 30 --32 "worthy of death" -- 30 "slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,".
2.  2 Timothy 3:5,2 -- 5 "...avoid such men as these" -- 2" For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,".
VII.  Relationship can never supersede or stand in way of serving Christ.  Each family member will be responsible for their sins.

A.  Deuteronomy 24:16 -- "Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own sin."
B.  Luke 18:29-30 -- "And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life".
Husbands & Wives

I.  Objectives:  Demonstrate the responsibilities of husbands and wives.

II.  Companions for each other.

A.  Man (Adam) had a problem -- he was alone.

1.  Gen 2:18  -- "Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone ..."
2.  Adam had all the animals of the world but he was still alone.  Gen. 2:19-20-- "Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.  The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field ..".
3.  However, these animals were not suitable to him cure his problem.  Gen. 2:20 --"... but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him."
B.  God solves this problem by creating the woman (Eve).

1.  Gen. 2:21-22 -- "So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man."
2.  The problem is now cured.  He has someone who is suitable to him, in fact the woman was fashioned from the man.

3.  For this problem, God was not waiting for it to grow into a problem but He looked down the coarse of time and knew it would be a problem.  The woman (Eve) was created on the same day (6th day) as man.  This shows God's providence and love.

4.  The man confirms now the creation of the woman and recognizes that she was fashioned from him and suitable for him.  Gen. 2:23 -- "The man said, "This is now bone of my bones,  And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.""
C.  Marriage is now instituted by God and it is based on the woman being created for the man.

1.  Gen. 2:24 -- "For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh."
2.  Marriage = "joined to his wife".

3.  Sexual part of marriage = "they shall become one flesh".  See I Cor. 6:16 (quote from Gen. 2:24).

D.  Design of marriage by the Creator is for companionship.  So our responsibilities between a husband and a wife is to be companions.

1.  Many problems in marriage can be solved by reverting back to the original plan of husband and wife being companions like they were when first married.

2.  As we grow older, it is easy to start separating by our own personal interests but then we put our companionship (i.e. our marriages) in jeopardy.

III.  Love Each Other.

A.  Caring love is commanded for the husband.

1.  This duty grows out of being a husband and a wife irregardless of being a Christian.  Go back to the beginning.  Love is not mentioned but it is demonstrated.

2.  Eph. 5:25 -- ”Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her."
3.  Our Lord has commanded Christian husbands to love their wives.  The manner is illustrated by the contrast with Christ.  It is a sacrificial love.  We know from other Scriptures that Christ take first priority so the contrast in not in quantity or degree.

4.  Now the degree of husbands love is now illustrated -- 5:28-29 -- "So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,".
5.  Again, this love is for any husband as shown in verse 31 which takes us back to the beginning again.  Eph. 5:31 -- "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH."
B.  Caring love is commanded for the wife.

1.  Tit. 2:4-5 -- "...so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands ...".
2.  Prov. 31:10-12 -- ”An excellent wife, who can find?  For her worth is far above jewels.  The heart of her husband trusts in her, And he will have no lack of gain.  She does him good and not evil, All the days of her life."

3.  It is interesting to note the emphasis by God on the husband loving his wife.  Whereas the emphasis on the wife is to submit.  Does God know the tendencies of man and woman and emphasize the areas where each of each need help --  i.e. husband loving his wife and the wife submitting to her husband?

IV.  Take Care of Each Other's Sexual Needs.

A.  God created the man and woman with sexual desires and needs.

B.  God's absolute authority has commanded that these desires be lawfully satisfied only in a marriage relationship.

1.  I Cor. 7:2 -- 2 "But because of immoralities, each man is to have his own wife ...".
C.  These responsibilities are to be fulfilled by each other and for each other i.e "two way duty".

1.  7:2 -- "... each man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband."
2.  Even though the husband is to be the leader of the household, his pride should not negate or diminish the duty he has toward his wife.

D.  These duties must be fulfilled.

1.  7:3 -- " The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband."
E.  This passage illustrate the rights that each one has

1.  7:4 -- "The wife does not have authority (power, KJV, ASV) over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does."
2.  Over and over these passages illustrate the "two way duty or rights".

F.  If these duties are not fulfilled, the husband and/or the wife is subject to temptation by Satan and possible ruin.  This illustrates the importance of taking care of these needs.

1.  7:5 -- " Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control."

V.  Wives are to submit to their Husbands.

A.  Gen. 3:16 -- "...Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you."

B.  Neither was submission a part of the curse, that came with being created as a suitable helper to man, but sin would likewise make submission difficult as well.

C.  Eph. 5:22 -- "Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord."
D.  Consistently throughout scripture the family is arranged as a patriarchy in which the wife is to be a suitable helper in the raising of godly offspring.

VI.  Remain Married Till Death.

A.
Jesus directed questions about marriage and divorce back to the original intent of God, Matthew 19:3-9.

B.  God intended marriage to be for life.

1.  So serious did God view the separating of the marriage union that he called any subsequent marriage to another adultery.

2.  Thus Jesus commands, “let not man put asunder.”
C.  From the beginning it was God’s intent that marriage be a stable, secure relationship.

1.  It is in this secure context of a committed marriage that God planned for children be conceived and born.

2.  It is in that environment that our Creator knew children had the best opportunity to be trained and thrive and be holy.

D.  No wonder then, that divorce is described as violent and is hated by God - Malachi 2:16.

1.  Covenant men were putting away their covenant wives and re-marrying foreign wives. What would the children of this union be like?

2.  vs. 15 - a difficult verse to translate, but the phrase “godly offspring” cannot be ignored as what God is seeking and divorce is a violation of God’s plan for the family. 

To The Unmarried

I.  Objectives:  Demonstrate the responsibilities of the unmarried. 

II.  God's Design for Man and Woman.

A.  Man (Adam) had a problem -- he was alone.

1.  Gen 2:18  -- "Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone ..."
B.  God solves this problem by creating the woman (Eve).

1.  Gen. 2:21-22 -- "So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man."
C.  Marriage is now instituted by God and it is based on the woman being created for the man.

D.  Design of marriage by the Creator is for companionship.

III.  Unmarried in the Bible.

A.  Old Testament.

1.  Law regarding a brother's wife.  Deut. 25:5 -- "When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her to himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her."

2.  Vast majority of the persons in the Old Testament were married.

3.  However, there appears to be one notable person where there is no mentioned of him being married --Daniel.  God's design is for men and women to get married but if they choose not to, they still can be very Godly and influence people to do what is right.

B.  New Testament.

1.  John the Baptist.  Spent his life preparing the Way of the Lord.  No mentioned of him being married.

2.  Jesus Christ.  Spent his life focusing and spending all His energy on his mission.

3.  Paul.  Similar to Christ, he spent his life focusing and spending His energy on his mission as an Apostle of Jesus Christ.

III.  Different groups of Unmarried.

A.  Young - unmarried.

B.  Elderly -- never married.

C.  Divorced.

D.  Widows.

IV.  Unmarried.

A.  Young.

1.  I Cor. 7:8-9-- "But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.  But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion."
2.  The statement -- "it is good for them if they remain even as I" needs to be put in context of this writing.  Vs. 26 -- "I think then that this is good in view of the present distress that it is good for a man to remain as he is."
3.  It is clear the admonition for the unmarried is to get married if they do not have self control in regard to remaining sexually pure.

4.  God's design for the family was to follow the way of the Lord.  Be careful and exercise good judgment in selection of a wife or a husband.

B.  Elderly -- never married.

1.  Devote more time to the Lord.

2.  I Cor. 7:32-34 -- "32 But I want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord;  33 but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife,  34 and his interests are divided. The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her husband."

3.  Lydia and the women worshipping down by the river.  Very Godly woman and likely not married.  Act. 16:12-15, 40 -- "12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us."  "40 They went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia, and when they saw the brethren, they encouraged them and departed."
V.  Divorced.

A.  Unlawfully.

1.  Remain unmarried or be reconciled to your husband.  I Cor. 7:10-11 -- "But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife."

B.  Lawfully.

1.  Free to re-marry if divorced due to fornication of the offending mate.  Matt. 19:9 -- "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."
VI.  Widows.

A.  Free to re-marry.

1.  I Cor. 7:39 -- "A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord."

B.  Scripture encourages younger widows to re-marry especially due to circumstances mentioned.

1.  I Timothy 5:14-15 -- "14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 15 for some have already turned aside to follow Satan."

Gospel Preachers

I.  Objectives:  Demonstrate our responsibilities to our own evangelist and other gospel preachers we support.

II.  Support of Priests in the Old Testament (Deut. 18).
A.  Levites were not allowed to own land.

1.  1-2 --"1 The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the LORD'S offerings by fire and His portion. They shall have no inheritance among their countrymen; the LORD is their inheritance, as He promised them."
B.  The people were to support them through their sacrifices to the Lord.  Note this was "due" to them.

1.  3-4--"3 Now this shall be the priests' due from the people, from those who offer a sacrifice, either an ox or a sheep, of which they shall give to the priest the shoulder and the two cheeks and the stomach. 4 You shall give him the first fruits of your grain, your new wine, and your oil, and the first shearing of your sheep."
C.  Their duties were to minister to the people through their offering sacrifices and other priestly duties.

1.  5 -- "For the LORD your God has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes, to stand and serve in the name of the LORD forever."
D.  If Levites came from another location, they were still to be supported.

1.  6-7 --"6 Now if a Levite comes from any of your towns throughout Israel where he resides, and comes whenever he desires to the place which the LORD chooses, 7 then he shall serve in the name of the LORD his God, like all his fellow Levites who stand there before the LORD."

III.  Paul and the Philippian Church.

A.  History of the Church.

1.  Began during Paul's second journey.

2.  Holy Spirit direct Paul to Macedonia.  Acts 16:9 -- "A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us.""
3.  The first converts for this church were Lydia and her household.  Started down by the river. Acts 16:12-14 -- "12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul."
4.  Jailer and his household were also likely part of this church.  Acts 16:25-36.

5.  Paul likely visited this church, two more times on his third journey.

B.  Fellowship in the Gospel.

1.  Shared in the preaching of the gospel.  1:5 -- "in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now."
2:  1: 7 -- "... since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me."
3.  1:12-14 -- "Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14 band that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear."
4.  The brethren also shared in Paul's afflictions.  Did they experience the physical pain?  4:14 -- "Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction."
5.  4:15 -16- "15 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs."
C.  Through this fellowship, Epaphroditus was involved.

1 Epaphroditus was more than a messenger of the church at Philippi.  He was also a fellow worker in preaching the gospel.  He also assisted Paul in other ways.   2:25,30 -- "25...Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need".  30 "...because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me."
2.  He was a man very close to Paul and the church. 2:26-28 --  "26 because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow." 28 Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you."
3.  Evidently, Paul had a high regard for this man.  2:29  "Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard".
D.  Note the closeness of Paul with this Church.

1:  1:7 -- "For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart ..." 

2.  1:8 -- "For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus."
3.  Paul would prefer to die and be with JC; however, due to the brethren in this Church, he desires to continuing living.  1:24 -- "yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake."
4.  4:1 -- "Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see .. ".
E.  Their participation was for their benefit.

1.  1:6 -- "For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."
2.  1: 25 -- "Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,".
3.  1:5 -- "in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now."
4.  2:17 -- "But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all."
5.  4:17 -- "Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account."
F.  Note the prayers between the two.

1.  1:4 -- "always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,".
2.  1:9-- "And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,".
3.  1:19 -- "for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and ...".
G.  Note the joyous and thankful attitude between the two.

1.  1:4 -- "always offering prayer with joy ...". 

2.  1:25 -- "...I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,".
3.  2:17 -- "But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all."
4.  2:18 -- "You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me."
5.  4:1 -- "Therefore, my beloved brethren ... my joy and crown ..."
6.  1:3 -- "I thank my God in all my remembrance of you ..."
IV.  Our Responsibilities.

A.  Financial support them thru the local Church.  Also can support them as individuals.

1.  1 Cor. 9:14 , 12 --" 14 So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel. "  12  If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.
2.  Even though Paul had a right to be supported by the Corinthian church, he chose not to so they would not use this reason against him.  2 Cor 11:9 -- "and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so. "
3.  Even Jesus and his disciples were supported.  Luke 8:3 -- "and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means."
4.  3 John 1:8 -- "Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth.
B.  Pray for them.

C.  Communicate with them.

D.  Be involved in other ways when possible.

Brethren

I.  Objectives:  Show our responsibilities to our Brethren.

II.  Who are our brethren?

A.  Term can have a wide meaning in the Bible.

1.  Hebrew word for brethren in Old Testament.  Strongs -- 251.

1) brother
1a) brother of same parents
1b) half-brother (same father)
1c) relative, kinship, same tribe
1d) each to the other (reciprocal relationship)
1e) (fig) of resemblance

2.  Refer to Hebrews.  Exodus 2:11 -- "Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren."
3.  Refer to the Israelites.  1 Chron. 28:2 -- "Then King David rose to his feet and said, "Listen to me, my brethren and my people; I had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant of the LORD and for the footstool of our God. So I had made preparations to build it.""
4.  Greek word for brethren in New Testament.  Strong 80.  

AV  -- brother (346)
1) a brother
2) having the same national ancestor, belonging to the same people, or countryman
3) any fellow or man
4) a fellow believer, united to another by the bond of affection
5) an associate in employment or office
6) brethren in Christ.
5.  The word brother and brethren is the same word both in the Hebrew and Greek.  The translators have translated the brother normally when referring to brothers in a family.

6.   Refer to the Jews even those who would do harm and injustice to God's ministers.  Acts 23:1-- "Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, " Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day."
7.  Christians.  1 Thess. 1:4 -- "knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you."

B.  Use "Brethren" as Jesus defined it- disciples doing the will of the Father.  Focus on our brethren here in the local church.

1.  Matt. 12:48-50 -- "But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?"  And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, "Behold My mother and My brothers!  "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother."
III.  Duties.

A.  Love.

1.  Demonstration of our love is shown by Jesus commandment to his apostles.  Love one another -- a new commandment.  John 13:33-35 -- "33 Little children, I am with you a little while longer You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

2.  We are to love our brethren and continue to excel more in our love..  I Thes. 4:9-10 -- "9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,".
3.  Heb. 13:1 -- "Let love of the brethren continue."
4.  As our faith grows, so ought our love for the brethren.  2 Thess. 1:3 -- "We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater;.

5.  Our love for the brethren should be sincere and fervent.  1 Peter 1:22 -- "Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,"

6.  One of our tests of love concerns our brethren.  These are tests to know if we are God's children.  According to vs. 16, are we willing to lie down our life for our brethren?  1 John 3:14,16 -- "14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death."  "16 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."
7.  Rom. 12:10 -- "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;"
B.  Serve.

1.  This is work of the Spirit.  Gal. 5:13 -- "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another."

2.  Do not grow weary in our service.  2 Thess. 3:13 -- "But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good."

C.  Rebuke / Admonish / Encourage.

1.  Gal. 6:1 -- "Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted."

2.  James 5:19 -- "My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back,".
3.  1 Thess. 3:7 -- "or this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;".

4.  1 Thess. 5:14 -- "We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone."

5.  Jam. 5:9 -- "Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door."

6.  Rom. 15:14 -- "And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another."
D.  Greet on another.

1.  Kissing was a custom of that day of greeting one another.  Greeting one another is more than a social contact.  It is showing a genuine interest in the welfare of another and it set apart "holy" from other social greetings.  Note it is a commandment and we need to greet all brethren.
2.  1 Thess. 5:26 -- "Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.".

3.  1 Cor. 16:20 -- "All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss."

4.  2 Cor. 13:12 -- "Greet one another with a holy kiss."

5.  Rom. 16:16 -- "Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you."

E.  Withdraw from the unruly.

1.  2 Thess. 3:6 -- "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us."
2.  Rom. 16:17 -- "Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.".
F.  Grow together toward unity of the Scriptures.

1.  1 Cor.1:10 -- "Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment."
G.  Pray.

1.  1 Thess. 5:25 -- "Brethren, pray for us ."

Workers & Citizens

I.  Objectives:  To show our responsibilities as workers and citizens.

II.  Terms.

A.  NASV uses the terms slaves and masters when discussing the worker/boss relationship.

1.  Other versions may uses the word servant.

2.  Eph. 6:5 (nasv=slaves, asv=servants ,kjv =servants, nkjv=bond servants, niv=slave).

3.  GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 1401
Click here to view all verses that use this Greek word.
  1401     doulos   {doo'-los}    from 1210; TDNT -- 2:261,182; adj

AV  -- servant (118)
     -- bond (6)
     -- bondman (1) [125]
1) a slave, bondman, man of servile condition
   1a) a slave
   1b) metaphorically, one who gives himself up to another's will; those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among men; devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests
2) a servant, attendant

III.  Workers & Bosses.

A.  Workers.

1.  Obey our bosses.  Eph. 6:5 -- "Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh ...".

2.  Do so with sincerity and respect.  Eph 6:5 -- "... with fear and trembling in the sincerity of your heart,.."  Fear in the Bible can be used to refer to respect or dread.  Which one?  Note NIV:  ."..respect and fear" which indicates both are in view.

3.  Do so as we would do to Christ (in manner not degree).  Eph 6:5-- "...as to Christ.."  Eph 6:6  "as slaves of Christ".
4.  We should not by hypocritical in our attitudes or actions.  Eph. 5:6 -- "...not by way of eye service, as men-pleasers,".
5.  Obedience to our bosses is the will of God.  Eph. 6:6 -- "doing the will of God from the heart...".  God is concern with what happens in the workplace.

6.  We should have good will when doing our job.  Eph. 6:7 -- "With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men,".
7.  There is a promise for the workers performing as these Scriptures teach.  Consider the promise is a good will toward these workers from the Lord.  The specifics are unclear.  Look at other versions:  "receive the same".  Eph. 6:8 --"knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free."
8.  Honor our bosses.  I Tim. 6:1 -- "All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor".
9.  This demonstration of honor has intended purpose of supporting the doctrine of godliness.  I Tim. 6:1 -- "... masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against".
10.  If bosses are brethren, we are to serve them all the more.  1 Tim. 6:2 -- "Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved ..."
11.  We as workers are not to be argumentative.  Tit 2:9 -- "Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative,".
a.  Word = argumentative.

GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 483 
antilego   {an-til'-eg-o}.

AV  -- speak against (5)
-- deny (1)
-- contradict (1)
-- gainsay (1)
-- gainsayer (1)
-- answer again (1) [10]
1) to speak against, gainsay, contradict, to oppose one's self to one, decline to obey him, declare one's self against him, refuse to have anything you do with him.

12.  Not pilfering.  Tit. 2:10 -- "not pilfering, but showing all good faith ---"

a.  Pilfering  WNCD = steal stealthily in small amount or to small value and often again and again.

b.  GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 3557.


nosphizomai   {nos-fid'-zom-ahee}.

AV  -- keep back (2)
-- purloin (1) [3]
1) to set apart, separate, divide; to set apart or separate for one's self, i.e. to purloin, embezzle, withdraw covertly and appropriate to one's own use.  

c.  Pilfering (NASV, NKJV), not to steal from them(NIV), not purloing (KJV)

d.  Purloining = NWCD => to appropriate wrongfully and often by a breach of trust syn. steal.

13.  Again our practices and attitudes at work have an intended purpose of adorning the doctrine of God -- godliness and living righteously.  Tit. 2:10 -- "... so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.'

14.  Be submissive to bosses even if unreasonable--this finds favors with God.  I Pet. 2:18-20  -- "18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God."
B.  Masters, Bosses.

1.  Bosses are to exercise justice and fairness to their employees.  Col. 4:1  "Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven."

IV. Citizens.

A.  We are to be in subjection to governing authorities recognizing their authority has been delegated by God.

1.  Romans 13:1 -- "Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities  For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.".
2.  Ecclesiastes 8:4 -- "Since the word of the king is authoritative, who will say to him, "What are you doing?""
B.  When we disobey governing authorities, we are disobeying God and receive condemnation by God.

1.  Romans 13:2 -- "Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves".

C.  Governing authorities have penalties for disobeying their authority.  Do good i.e. obey them and that will be good for you.

1.  Romans 13:3 -- "For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil.  Do you want to have no fear of authority?  Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;".

D.  Submit to their authority because we as citizens have that responsibility.  For Christians, we have the added admonition from our Lord to do it for His sake.  Again governing authorities have power to enforce their authority.  It is good that we obey them.

1.  1 Peter 2:13 -- "13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority"., 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right."
E.  Having been saved by the grace of God, we ought to be engaged in good deeds like obeying our civil authorities.  

1.  Titus 3:1 -- "Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed,".
Evangelism

I.  What is Evangelism?

A.  The Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary defines Evangelism as "the winning or revival of personal commitments to Christ".

B.  The dictionary is a product of man and subject to change and error by man.  God's Word is inerrant, changeless and will be used to judge us on the Last Day.

C.  The work evangelism is not found in the Bible but the concept is.  Evangelism could be defined as preaching and teaching Jesus Christ.  Acts 5:42 -- "And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus {as} the Christ".

D.  When someone is preaching and teaching Jesus Christ, they are not only talking about Jesus as the Son of God but also of the plan of salvation.  In Acts 8, Philip was preaching Jesus Christ (Acts 8:5, 12, 35).  We discover that includes baptism since the people were baptized even though we have no record he taught baptism.  Preaching Jesus Christ must also include things concerning the Kingdom of God since these statements are used in parallel in Acts 8:5 & 12.

II.  Why Evangelize?

A.  There are many reasons to evangelize but the most fundamental is that it is commanded by God.

1.  Some believe that we are commanded to evangelize by the Great Commission.

2.  The Great Commission was given by Jesus Christ to the Apostles and does not directly apply to us today.

a.  Scriptures.

Mark 16:14-20.  "And afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after he had risen.  And he said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.  And these signs will accompany those who have believed; in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.'"

Matt. 29:16-20.  "But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him; but  some were doubtful.  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 'All authority has been  given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded  you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.'"

Luke 24:44-49.  "Now He said to them, 'These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled'.  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them,  'Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.'

"

3.  If we make these scriptures applicable to us today then the following would be true:  1)   we are witnesses, 2) we would receive power from on high, 3) we could handle poisonous snakes and not die and 4)  we could miraculously cure the sick.

4.  "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Holy Spirit", Eph. 4:1-6(KJV).

a.  Scripture.

"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the Lord's vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love;  endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of our calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."

b.  This command is to be obeyed by all Christians.

c.  We understand what the unity of the Spirit is since it is defined in verses 4:4-6.

d.  But what are our duties in regard to this commandment?

e.  The word "endeavoring" comes from the Greek word spodazo which means to make effort, be prompt or earnest, be diligent, labor.

f.  It is obvious that this command involves teaching the gospel to others.  Parents fulfill this responsibility in teaching their children. We as faithful Christians fulfill this responsibility either when we restore those Christians who have fallen away or nurture those Christians who are young in the faith.

g.  But does our responsibility stop there?  Consider if this command extends to laboring or being diligent in spreading the gospel to the lost world.

5.  II Tim. 2:1-2.

a.  "You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also."

b.  Paul charges Timothy to take his learning's from the Apostles and teach faithful men who will then in turn teach others also.

c.  We are to teach others from the knowledge gained.  The people we are to teach include brethren, friends and neighbors.

6.  Rom. 12:6-8.

a.  Scripture.

"And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly; if prophecy  according to the proportion  of this faith; if service in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness."

b.  No doubt there are some spiritual gifts mentioned in these verses.  However, the principle is still there in that we need to apply the gifts or talents we possess.  This scripture is backed up with the parable of the talents.

c.  However, sometimes we have a tendency to say we do not have the gift of teaching -- so I do not need to teach.  We deceive ourselves using this logic.  God has provided an intellect that has so much potential but the problem is generally laziness and apathy.  Scientists have said that Albert Einstein only used 10% of his mental capabilities.  Are we fully utilizing our capabilities?  It takes work and courage.  We can teach our children but what stops us from teaching  others.

7.  Col. 1:9-10, 4:5-5.

a.  Scripture.

"For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding; so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God."  vs. 1:9-10.

"Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person."  vs. 4:5-6.

b.  In the first scripture, we find Paul praying for the Christians in order they may be filled with knowledge so that they may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.  A part of this walk entails bearing fruit in every good work.  Evangelism is definitely a work that Christians should be engaged in.

c.  In the second scripture, we are told to make the most of our opportunities.  Are we making the most of our opportunities, when we do not talk to our non-Christians who we have known for a number of years?  Do we make the most of the opportunity, when we never talk to our neighbors about Christ who have been our neighbors for many years?

8.  Final Analyses.

a.  Putting all these scriptures together, we can see how evangelism is a way of life and a commandment that as a Christian we should be engaged in.

B.  Our love for our neighbor as commanded by God is to seek his welfare.  A person who does not believe in Christ and has not obeyed His commandments will be condemned to a fiery Hell.  If we love our neighbor, we will tell them about Christ and possibly save their souls.

1.  Scripture - Matt. 22:34-40, Jam. 2:8, Gal. 5:14, Rom. 13:9.

"But when the Pharisees heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they gathered themselves together.  And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, testing Him, Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?  And He said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your god with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets'".

2.  There are other New Testament Scriptures which confirm that we are to love our neighbor.

3.  The word "love" used in these verses means not doing any harm to our neighbor and seeking the good of his welfare.

a.  We know that faithful Christians will make it to Heaven.  People who do not follow Christ's commandments will end up in a fiery Hell.  These people include:  the ungodly, the atheists, the good moral people (according to world's standard), the religious people not following Christ's will and the ignorant.

b  If we know that this is their outcome, why don't we try and rescue them by preaching and teaching Jesus Christ?  Do we love our neighbor when we do not take any action at all?

C.  A local Church will eventually die with the passage of time as the congregation grows with age.  There are several churches in the greater Houston and surrounding areas who are today in that situation.  Members should be engaged in evangelism so the local church can stay strong and grow.

D.  Evangelism strengthens the members engaged in this work in standing for truth.  Sometimes we are not always aware of the different positions on various doctrines and hearing these doctrines and responding, will strengthen our faith.

III.  Growth of the Church & Elements of Evangelism.

A.  "Taking his stand", Acts 2:12-14a.

1.  Scripture -- "And they continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, 'What does this mean?'  But others were mocking and saying, 'They are full of sweet wine.'  But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven raised his voice and declared to them."

2.  There was diverse reaction to the miracle of speaking in tongues.  Some asked what this is all about and others said -- they were drunk.  In evangelizing, there will be diverse opinions on religious matters.  And some opinions might be very insulting.

3.  But Peter takes his stand.  We must also take a stand.  In taking a stand, there are opposing forces that one is standing against, i.e. false doctrine and ignorance.  Taking a stand involves courage and pressure situations.

B.  The Object of This Sermon, vs. 36.

1.  Scripture -- "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ -- this Jesus whom you crucified."

2.  The name Jesus referred to the earthly man.  Peter was trying to show that this earthly man was also the Lord and Christ.

3.  Our teaching to unbelievers should focus on this message.

C.  The Evidences.

1.  Peter and the apostles used many evidences to convince the people who Jesus was.  The evidences presented are  a)  the prophecy of Jews during this time about Jesus, vs. 16-18,  b)  the miracles performed by Jesus, vs. 22-24,  c)  Old Testament Prophecy, vs. 25-31,  d)  the Apostles as eye witnesses, vs. 32 and e)  the miracle of speaking in tongues and some more Old Testament Prophecy, vs. 33-35.

D.  The Plan of Salvation.

1.  Hear the word of God.  "Men of Israel listen to these words", vs. 22 and "Now when they heard this", vs. 37.

2.  Believe Jesus is the Christ.  "They were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the Apostles, 'Brethren, what shall we do?'", vs. 37.

3.  Confess Jesus as Lord, Rom. 10:9-10.  Verse 37 is also a confession.

4.  Repent, vs. 38.

5.  Be Baptized, vs.  38.

6.  Remain Faithful.  "And they were continually devoting themselves to the Apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breading of bread and to prayer", vs. 42.

E.  Kept on Exhorting Them, vs. 40.

1.  Scripture -- "And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them saying, 'Be saved from this perverse generation'".

2.  Teaching the gospel to others involves patience and diligence.  In this verse, Peter evidently did not convert them right after his sermon but he kept exhorting them with many other words.  In evangelizing, we need to answer their questions and use other scriptures if needed to convert them.

F.  Those who received the word, vs. 41.

1.  Scripture -- "so then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand souls."

2.  People who have good and honest hearts will heed the call to obey the gospel.

3.  About three thousand souls were added to the Universal Church that day.

G.  The Lord was adding to their number, vs. 47.

1.  Our responsibility is to teach and preach the word.  It is then up to the hearer either to accept or reject the gospel.  We should not feel responsible if a person does not become a Christian.  If they do obey, it is the Lord who adds them to the Church.

H.  Church continues to grow.

1.  Acts 5:12-16 -- 13 "And at the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people".  14 "And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number".

2.  The Apostles are Imprisoned, the Angel of the Lord frees them and Apostles are brought in front of the Council but they continue to preach.

a.  The Apostles continue to evangelize  -- 5:42,  "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ".
b.  We find the Apostles teaching in the temple and in every house.

3.  The Local Church disperses through the regions of Judea and Samaria because of the great persecution against the church.

a.  The Christians that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

b.  No doubt they followed the Apostles teaching in that they taught, baptized and continued to teach.

c.  These people became agents for the Apostles in that they carried out their commission.  In Acts 1:8, Jesus told the Apostles,  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  The Apostles were told they were to be witnesses in Judea and Samaria.  But here in Acts 8, we find the Apostles staying in Jerusalem yet the gospel was being spread by the persecuted people.  These people then became agents in carrying out the Great Commission.  Or in other words, the Apostles fulfilled their charge by training others and then these people evangelized the surrounding regions.  They were acting on the behalf of the Apostles.

Rejoicing

I.  Objectives:  To show that rejoicing in the Lord is commanded and it is for our benefit.

II.  What is rejoicing?

A.  NWCD

Rejoice = to give joy to; gladden

B.  Strongs

5463 -- chairo -- a primary verb.

AV  -- rejoice (42)
be glad (14)
joy (5)
hail (5)
greeting (3)
God speed (2)
all hail (1)
joyfully (1)
farewell (1) [74]
1a) to rejoice, be glad; to rejoice exceedingly
1b) to be well, thrive; in salutations, hail!; at the beginning of letters; to give one greeting, salute
III.  It is commanded.

A.  Phil. 3:1 -- "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you."

1.  We rejoice "in the Lord" or in connection with the Lord.  Context determines the meaning.  Vs. 9 We rejoice in the righteousness that we have through faith in Jesus Christ.

B.  Phil. 4:4 -- "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!"

1.  A new discussion from previous verse but again note "in the Lord".  Vs. 1 has a conclusion word: therefore.  His point is to stand firm in the midst of enemies of Christ (vs. 18), others who are not following Paul's example, and anxieties (5-7).  Is rejoicing in the Lord a way to help us stand firm?

C  1 Thess. 5:16 -- "Rejoice always".
1.  This Scripture is found in a section of many admonitions.  Rejoicing should be an ongoing part of our Christian life just like pray - pray without ceasing.

IV.  The Joy of our Savior's Existence & Mission.

A.  Luke 2:10-11: -- "But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.".
1.  The angel proclaims to the shepherds the news of great joy about a Savior being born.

B.  Luke 24:52 -- "And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy," 
1.  After JC ascension into heaven, the apostles had great joy.

C.  John 15:11 -- "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full."

1.  JC wanted His joy to be in his apostles so that there joy would be full.  Evidently, this would be accomplished by them keeping His commandments which included abiding in love.

D.  Heb. 12:2 -- "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." 

1.  JC looked beyond His suffering /death on the cross to the joy that would be produced as a result of His death.

E.  1 Pet. 1:8 -- "and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,".
V.  We as Christians should be filled with joy.

A.  Gal. 5:22 -- "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness," 
1.  We are to walk by the spirit (vs16).  A fruit or result of this walk is joy.

B.  Phil. 1:25 -- "Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,"

1.  Paul was in a dilemma as far as personal desire.  He wanted to be with the Lord but because of the brethren he wished to be with them to see their progress and joy in the faith.

VI.  Joy in hearing about others becoming Christians.

A.  Acts 15:3 -- "Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren."
1.  Paul in his trip to Jerusalem was informing the brethren in transit about the Gentiles becoming Christians during his first journey.  This provided great joy to the brethren.

B.  Acts 13:52 -- "And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." 
1.  In Antioch of Psidia, Paul turns to the Gentiles and preaches the Word of God.  Many became converts and were very joyous. 

VII.  Being faithful should produce joy on the behalf of many.

A.  Phil. 2:2 -- "make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose." 

1.  Paul tells the brethren in Philippi to make his joy complete by serving one another and united in faith.

B.  Phil. 4:1 -- "Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved." 

1.  Note how proud Paul was of the church in Philippi.

C.  Col. 1:11-12 -- "11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light." 

1.  We should have a thankful attitude, filled with joy because of our inheritance.

D.  1 Thess. 2:19-20  -- "For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?"  20 "For you are our glory and joy." 

1.  Paul states that the brethren in Thessonalica was his joy.

E.  1 Thess. 3:9 -- "For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, "

1.  Again, we see Paul's joy in the Church.

F.  2 Tim. 1:4 -- "longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy."
1.  Paul would be filled with joy in seeing his son in the faith and fellow worker, Timothy.

G.  1 John 1:4 -- "These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete."

1.  Apostle John wrote with an attitude of joy thinking about the benefit of his letter.

H.  2 John 1:12 -- "Though I have many things to write to you, I do not want to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, so that your joy may be made full." 
1.  Apostle John wanted to see the chosen lady and her children and his joy was based on them walking in truth (vs. 1,3).  

I.  3 John 1:4 -- "I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. " 

1.  The same was said of Gaius.  Note both occasions of the word “walk”.
J.  1 Thess. 3:9 -- "For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account," 

VIII.  When We Suffer for the cause of Christ, we should rejoice.

A.  Phil. 2:18 -- "You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me."    

B.  Jam. 1:2 -- "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials," 
C.  James 4:9 -- "Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom." 
D.  1 Pet. 4:13 -- "but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation." 

IX.  We need to rejoice with our brethren on occasions of happiness.

A.  Rom. 12:15 -- "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep."   

Homework No. 1
25 Course Questions

1)  How are we saved?  Are we saved by works?  Are we saved by grace?  Are we saved by faith?  Does Eph. 2:8-9 shows that we are saved by faith alone?  Explain.

2)  What is a good example in the Old Testament to show the interaction of grace, faith and works?  Please list the key Scriptures showing the interaction.

3)  How do we go about determining our duties and responsibilities?

4)  What is authority in Scripture?  List 2 verses that show its meaning?

5)  Our duty to feed our fellow man who is in need is based on:

A.  the compassion we feel in our hearts

B.  solely our Christians duty

C.  repaying society who has blessed us materially

D.  a relationship we sustain as a neighbor.

6)  What kind of love does God have for man?  What bold act did God do to demonstrate His love for us?

7)  What are the two great commandments of God?  In these two great commandments, what word of action is required?

8)  How do we today come to know the truth?

9)  Prove through Scripture that the Holy Spirit does not directly communicate to man today?  Why did Jesus send the Holy Spirit and to whom was He meant for?

10)  What verse in the New Testament shows that when we read -- we can understand God's Will?

11)  The parable of the talents teaches us to use our talents within the Kingdom of God.  There is also another teaching.  What is it?

12)  Does Scripture teach to enjoy the fruits of our labor?  If so, list some verses.

13)  What is the duty of man?

14)  Why should men and women pray?  Provide verses.

15)  What are the kinds of prayer?  Provide examples of each.

16)  How dangerous is it for us not to have a thankful attitude toward God in pray?  What can it lead to?

17)  What are our responsibilities toward widows?  Use Scripture to justify.  Consider all the relationships we are involved in with widows.

18)  What does it mean to honor our parents?  Use Scripture.

19)  What are all the responsibilities we have to gospel preachers in the local Church?

20)  List some of the responsibilities we have toward our brethren.

21)  What did the Apostle Paul say about rejoicing?  How important is it?

22)  How important is benevolence according to Matt. 25?

23)  What are our responsibilities toward evangelism?

24)  How should Christians dress?  List some important considerations.

25)  When we speak, list some characteristic we as Christians should be concerned about.

Homework No. 2
Lesson = Interaction between Grace, Faith & Works

1)  How are we saved?  Are we saved by works?  Are we saved by grace?  Are we saved by faith?

2)  Does Eph. 2:8-9 show that we are saved by faith alone?  Explain.

3)  What is grace in this Scripture?  How was it demonstrated?

4)  Will all mankind be saved by the Grace of God?  Explain.

5)  What are the works in Eph. 2:8-9?

6)  What is the main message of Eph. 4-6?

7)  What is a good example in the Old Testament to show the interaction of grace, faith and works?  Please list the key Scriptures showing the interaction.

8)  How can Hebrews 11 be used to show the meaning of faith?

9)  Why can we not save ourselves by our actions only?

10)  What kind of works are we saved by?

Homework No. 3
Lesson = Duties Grow out of Relationships

Choose the best answers in the following. (There may be more than one correct answer.)

1)  As a father, one has been delegated authority over

A.  Any child

B.  His child

C.  Children placed in his responsibility due to societal relationships such as Little League Baseball

D.  Any child he chooses to assume the responsibility for

2)  An employer has authority over the women who work under him because

A.  He is a husband and husbands have authority over wives

B.  He is wise and they cannot make good decisions

C.  He sustains a relationship to them as their employer

D.  This is true only when their husbands won’t fulfill the responsibility of leadership

3)  The Missionary Society was wrong because

A.  Preachers have no divinely delegated authority over the work of churches

B.  It was not under a sponsoring eldership

C.  The churches were coerced to contribute to it

D.  There is no authority for churches to work collectively under a central oversight.

4)  Elders have authority over

A.  The local church of which they are members and any other men or works they assume the oversight of

B.  The local church of which they are members

C.  Congregations of the Church of Christ that choose to cooperate in evangelism under their oversight

D.  All of the above

5)  When elders oversee something other than the local church among them, they do so as

A.  God approved elders fulfilling the responsibility that has been delegated them

B.  A board of men existing and function by humanly delegated authority

C.  Sponsoring elders, in which capacity they have the right to oversee the work and funds of other churches

D.  “Bishops,” which is a term describing a broader field of oversight than “elders”

6)  Elders oversight arises from and is limited by

A.  The works they assume the oversight of

B.  Their natural ability

C.  The amount of funds they are capable of raising

D.  The local church of which they are elders

7)  Authority in Scripture means:

A.  Right to act.

B.  Right to rule.

C.  Both A & B.

D.  Power to influence.

8)  Our duty to feed our fellow man who is in need is based on:

A.  the compassion we feel in our hearts

B.  solely our Christians duty

C.  repaying society who has blessed us materially

D.  a relationship we sustain as a neighbor.

9)  Christian husband should be faithful to their Christian wife because:

A.  it is part of the Christian Law.

B.  they sustain a relationship as husband and wife irregardless whether one or both are Christians.

C.  it goes against the 2nd great commandment of loving your neighbor as yourself.

D.  All the above.

10)  Can atheist husbands and wives divorce for any reason?

A.  Yes -- they are not under Christian Law.

B.  Yes  -- they do not believe in God, hence, not under His Laws.

C.  No  -- it is not good for society.

D.  No  -- they are under God's Law as husband and wife irregardless of their belief in God.

Homework No. 4
Lesson = Love:  The Universal Driving Force

1)  What are the 4 types of love and provide the Scriptures for each?

2)  What kind of love does God have for man?

3)  What is in the creation account indicates God's love for mankind?

4) What bold act did God do to demonstrate His love for us?

5)  What are the two great commandments of God?

6)  In these two great commandments, what word is action required?

7)  Under what dispensations has these two great commandments been in effect?

8)  What book and chapter in the New Testament describes the characteristics of love?

9)  In this chapter, there are 3 sections about love.  Describe each section and list of verses covered?

10)  How important is love?

Homework No. 5
Lesson = Bible Study

Choose the best answers in the following. (There may be more than one correct answer.

1)  How do we today come to know the truth?

2)  During the preaching of the gospel by Peter and the Apostles in Acts 2, list the 4 verses where there is an appeal or follow-up to the answer in question 1.

3)  What did Jesus spend most of his timing doing during his 3 year ministry?

4)  What was the purpose of Jesus' miracles and provide Scripture supporting your answer?

5)  How did God communicate to man during the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensation?

6)  How did God communicate to man during the Christian Dispensation?

7)  Prove through Scripture that the Holy Spirit does not directly communicate to man today?

8)  What kind of question did Jesus ask -- "Have you not read"?  What is the answer to the question?  Is there accountability in the answer of the question?

9)  Why did Jesus send the Holy Spirit and to whom was He meant for?

10)  What verse in the New Testament shows that when we read -- we can understand God's Will?

Homework No. 6
Lesson = Bible Study

Choose the best answers in the following. (There may be more than one correct answer.)

1)  God speaks to men today to let them know what is right

a) In still, small voices

b) By the Holy Spirit’s witness within each individual

c) Through the church

d) Through the Scriptures

2)  In Jn. 16:7-15, Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would guide into the truth. This promise was made to

e) Every believer

f) The apostles of Christ

g) The church, especially the leaders

h) All of the above

3)  The words of Jesus are authoritative. The words and writings of the apostles

i) Are good for edification, but not authoritative

j) Are also authoritative because they had delegated authority

k) Serve in molding the divine pattern for faith and practice

l) Are not important

4)  To understand what the will of God is Christians must

m) Have the inward illumination of the Holy Spirit enabling them to understand what they read

n) Read with an honest heart, diligent effort, and proper methods of interpretation

o) Have someone who is learned guide them

p) Be familiar with the history of theology in centuries since the first century since through this is manifested the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit

5)  The revelation of God’s will

q) Was completed in the first century

r) Continues today through inspired men

s) Continues today through visions, voices, or inexplicable guidance to individual believers

t) None of the above

6)  The Scriptures provide

u) An inspired and vital record essential to our knowledge of God, but are not sufficient of themselves to guide us to know His will fully

v) All we need to know that pertains to life with God and godly living

w) An interesting and valuable source for understanding the religious thinking and practices of past generations, but are not adequate to guide us in knowing God in this modern generation

x) A complete and sufficient expression of the divine will

7)  The Scriptures are

y) A noble, but purely human effort to tell the grand story of Jesus

z) Subject to the ignorances and prejudices the writers labored under

aa) A revelation from God, though limited by the writers’ ability to choose the best words to express those thoughts

ab) A revelation from God, the writers being under the control of the Holy Spirit even in the words used to express what was revealed

8)  The Holy Spirit

ac) Bears witness to our spirit that we are children of God

ad) Bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God

ae) Has nothing to do with our salvation today

af) Is an anointing all believers receive enabling them through personal, subjective illumination to their hearts, to know whether the Bible is true and to discern truth from error

9)  Since the Scriptures can be perverted and thereby leads to division, we ought to

ag) Let learned men come to a consensus of truth and let that be the common standard that unites us

ah) Beware and give ourselves to growth in the knowledge of the truth

ai) Rely on the orthodox tradition of the church

aj) Simply trust our feelings, believing God will guide us to what is right

10)  Jesus said some will be told to “depart” “on that day” (Mt. 7:21-23) because

ak) They were insincere

al) They were not zealous

am) They practiced lawlessness (or “iniquity”)

an) They did not do the will of the Father

Homework No. 7
Lesson = Time For Everything/Balance

1)  How many times does the phrase "he died" occur in Gen. 5?  List and read the verses.

2)  How is our life but "a vapor" as described in Jam. 4:14?  Do we believe and act accordingly?

3)  What is happening to the earth according to Ps. 102:25-27?

4)  The parable of the talents teaches us to use our talents within the Kingdom of God.  There is also another teaching.  What is it?

5)  If we should not use instrumental music in worshipping God, the reason is

6)  In Eccl. 3:1-11, are all these "time for everything" God approved activities?  If not, what is the message of this section?

7)  In interpreting Ecclesiastes, what is the special point of view that it is written?  Illustrate with passages from this book.

8)  Does Scripture teach to enjoy the fruits of our labor?  If so, list some verses.

9)  What is the duty of man?

Homework No. 8
Lesson = Do What We Can

1)  Why was the woman in Mk. 14:1-10 pouring perfume on Jesus head?

2)  What was the perfume?  How valuable was it?

3)  Who was this woman?

4)  What kind of objections did she encounter?  By who?

5)  What kind of attitudes did she display?

6)  What is a talent?

7)  Was the man with 1 talent justified in his actions with his talent?

8)  What are we to do with our talents and opportunities?

 Homework No. 9
Lesson = Prayer

1)  Why should men and women pray?  Provide verses.

2)  According to Rom. 12:12 why should one be devoted to prayer?

3)  According to Eph. 6:10-18, why should one pray?

4)  According to Php. 4:6, what can prayer do in this verse?

5)  Write down I Th. 5:17.  Memorize.

6.  In Col. 4:2, why do we pray according to this verse?

7)  List the 6 occasions where Jesus was praying.

8)  What is prayer?

9)  What are the kinds of prayer?  Provide examples of each.

10)  Is it wrong to complain to God in prayer?  Explain your answer.

Homework No. 10
Lesson = Prayer

1)  What was Elijah praying for in I Ki. 19:4?  Is that the right thing to ask for God in prayer?

2)  When Nehemiah prayed in Neh. 2:1, what does that occasion indicate about when we can pray?

3)  Why did Jesus have to pray on the many occasions that He did (Matt. 26:36, Mk. 6:46, Lk. 23:33)?

4)  Did Paul & Silas prayer in prison have any impact on any other people?

5)  List 3 Scriptures that show the Lord looks at the heart.

6)  What does it mean to regard the Lord as Holy?  Provide some Scriptures.

7)  Does God hear sinners when they pray?  Provide Scriptures to back up your answer.

8)  How important is it to have a forgiving spirit toward those who have sinned against us but have a penitent attitude?

9)  How dangerous is it for us not to have a thankful attitude toward God in pray?  What can it lead to?

10)  List 9 attitudes we ought to have in when addressing God in prayer.

Homework No. 11
Lesson = Widows & Orphans

1)  If someone did something wrong to widows under Old Testament Law, what was God's reaction?

2)  List several provisions that were made for widows and orphans under the Old Testament Law.  Provide Scripture.

3)  What verse in the New Testament tells us to honor our widows?

4)  How does one honor our widows?  Provide Scripture.

5)  When we fulfill our duty to our widows, how does God feel about that?  Provide Scripture.

6)  Is our duty only to our own widows?

7)  Does the local Church has responsibility toward certain widows?

8)  What are the qualifications for these certain widows?

9.  What are the needs of widows?  How can we help them?
10.  Name some prominent widows in the Bible.

Homework No. 12
Lesson = Parents & Children

1)  What is God's design for the family?  Provide Scriptures to back up your answer.

2)  What are the 3 responsibilities of a father?

3)  Where in Scripture are the responsibilities defined for the father?

4)  Why did God create woman?  Scripture?

5)  What are four responsibilities of a mother?

6)  Where are the Scriptures that define a woman's responsibilities?

7)  .What does "honor your father and mother" mean?  There should be 3 parts to your answer.

8)  In the question #7, provide Scripture to show its 3 uses.

9.  What were the penalties in the Old Testament for being disobedient to your parents?  What are the penalties in the New Testament?

Homework No. 13
Lesson = Husbands & Wives

1)  What is the design of marriage?

2)  Where in Scripture do you find this design?

3)  Was Adam alone when he was created?

4)  What was instituted in Gen. 2:24?

5)  What does the term "one flesh" In Gen. 2;24 mean?

6)  .In Eph. 5:25 and 28-29, the husband's love is contrasted in two ways.  What does each contrast show about the husband's love?

7)  What is the duty of the husband and the wife with regard to their sexual needs?.

8)  How important is it for the husband and the wife to take care of these needs?

9.  Why should wives submit themselves to their husbands?

10.  In Matt. 19, when Jesus was asked about divorce, where did He go in Scripture?  What is the implication of this reference?

Homework No. 14
Lesson = To the Unmarried

1)  What is God's design for man and woman?

2)  List some people in the Bible that were not married.

3)  What are the 4 possible groups of people unmarried?

4)  When should the young get married?  Provide a Scripture.

5)  Is there any advantage spiritually in being un-married?

6)  Should a person who is divorced unlawfully -- re-marry?  Provide Scripture.

7)  What 2 things lawfully frees a married person from their mate?

8)  Can widows re-marry and should they?  Under what circumstances should they re-marry?

Homework No. 15
Lesson = Gospel Preachers

1)  According to Old Testament Law, how were the Levitical priests to be supported?

2)  Could the Levitical Priests own land?

3)  During what journey Paul was the Philippi an Church established?  Who were its first members?

4)  Why was the Philippi an Church so special to Paul?

5)  What was the Philippians’ Church involvement in preaching the Gospel by Paul?

6)  What kind of work was Epaphroditus involved in with Paul?  Use words from the text.

7)  Concerning Epaphroditus, what was the concern of Paul and the concern of the Church?.

8)  What were the benefits of the Philippi an Church by them supporting Paul?

9.  What are our responsibilities in supporting our Gospel Preachers in Humble?

10.  Who gave orders that those who peach the gospel should be supported?  Provide Scripture.

Homework No. 16
Lesson = Brethren

1)  Who are our brethren?

2)  How is the term brethren used in the Bible?

3)  How did Jesus define brethren?  Where is the Scripture?

4)  How does one love his brother?

5)  If a brother has fallen away, how do we demonstrate our love toward him?

6)  How can we serve our brethren?
7)  According to Gal. 6:1, what is the responsibility of those who are spiritual?
8)  Why should we greet one another?

9.  What are at least 2 reasons we should withdraw from the unruly?

10.  What are some other duties or responsibilities we have toward our brethren?

Homework No. 17
Lesson = Workers & Citizens

1)  In NASV, Eph. 6:5 talks about slaves and masters.  Is this slavery like this country experienced in the 1800's?  How do you know?

2)  Why should workers obey their bosses?  Provide several answers.

3)  What kind of attitudes should workers have toward their bosses?  Same question but now your boss is unfair toward you?

4)  How do we submit to our bosses as we submit ourselves to Christ?

5)  Has the Lord promised us anything if we are good workers according to Scripture?

6)  What doctrine do we honor when we are good workers according to the Scripture?

7)  If a worker argues with his boss on a better approach in improving business, is that " argumentative" according to Scripture?

8)  Was does pilfering mean?  I am pilfering on the job if I use internet or email for personnel use?

9)  Why should we obey our governing authorities?  Provide several reasons.  If we lived during the American Revolution, would it be wrong for a Christian to participate in that Revolution?

Homework No. 18
Lesson = Evangelism

1.  What is evangelism?  What verse in the Bible can be used to illustrate the concept of evangelism?

2.  List four reasons why we should evangelize?

3.  What is the one of best set of scriptures to use in evangelizing others?

4.  What was the objective of Peter's sermon in Acts 2?  What verse summarizes the objective?

5.  What were the 5 evidences presented in Peter's Sermon?  Also list the verses for each line of evidence.

6.  List the 6 steps to become and remain a Christian.  Beside each steps list the verse in Acts 2 that mentions each step.

7.  What two attributes of God does the creation indicate according to Rom. 1:20?
8.  Why is man lost?

9.  Why does man need Jesus Christ?  Provide verses to support your answer.

10.  How many people will face judgment in a condemned state?

Homework No. 19
Lesson = Rejoicing.

1)    Is rejoicing in the Lord commanded?  Where is the Scripture?

2)   According to Phi. 4:4, what is the benefit of rejoicing?

3)  In John 15:11, how were the apostles joy to be made full?

4)  If we walk by the Spirit, what will be the fruits of the Spirit?

5)  In our interactions with our brethren, how can we show our joy to them?

6)  Why did the Philippi an Church provide Paul so much joy?

7)    When we suffer for the cause of Christ, how should we feel?  Provide Scripture.

Homework No. 20
Lesson = Final Review --25 Course Questions

1)  How are we saved?  Are we saved by works?  Are we saved by grace?  Are we saved by faith?  Does Eph. 2:8-9 show that we are saved by faith alone?  Explain.

2)  What is a good example in the Old Testament to show the interaction of grace, faith and works?  Please list the key Scriptures showing the interaction.

3)  How do we go about determining our duties and responsibilities?

4)  What is authority in Scripture?  List 2 verses that show its meaning?

5)  Our duty to feed our fellow man who is in need is based on:

A.  the compassion we feel in our hearts

B.  solely our Christians duty

C.  repaying society who has blessed us materially

D.  a relationship we sustain as a neighbor.

6)  What kind of love does God have for man?  What bold act did God do to demonstrate His love for us?

7)  What are the two great commandments of God?  In these two great commandments, what word of action is required?

8)  How do we today come to know the truth?

9)  Prove through Scripture that the Holy Spirit does not directly communicate to man today?  Why did Jesus send the Holy Spirit and to whom was He meant for?

10)  What verse in the New Testament shows that when we read -- we can understand God's Will?

11)  The parable of the talents teaches us to use our talents within the Kingdom of God.  There is also another teaching.  What is it?

12)  Does Scripture teach to enjoy the fruits of our labor?  If so, list some verses.

13)  What is the duty of man?

14)  Why should men and women pray?  Provide verses.

15)  What are the kinds of prayer?  Provide examples of each.

16)  How dangerous is it for us not to have a thankful attitude toward God in pray?  What can it lead to?

17)  What are our responsibilities toward widows?  Use Scripture to justify.  Consider all the relationships we are involved in with widows.

18)  What does it mean to honor our parents?  Use Scripture.

19)  What are all the responsibilities we have to gospel preachers in the local Church?

20)  List some of the responsibilities we have toward our brethren.

21)  What did the Apostle Paul say about rejoicing?  How important is it?

22)  How important is benevolence according to Matt. 25?

23)  What are our responsibilities toward evangelism?

24)  How should Christians dress?  List some important considerations.

25)  When we speak, list some characteristic we as Christians should be concerned about.

Personal Plans

What Is It and Purpose:  Personal plans are a tool to 1)  document your duties and responsibilities to the Lord based on Scripture and 2) measure your progress in improving your service to the Lord.

Parts:


1.  Status Quo:  What are you doing today.


2.  Plans:  What are your plans for the future.


3.  Progress:  Keep a regular record of your progress on your plan.

Optional & Personal:  This exercise is completely optional.  If your participate, the instructor will not inquire of your personal plan.

Status Quo

	Area
	Specific
	Question
	Answer

	Bible Study
	Bible Class
	During a quarter, there are normally 26 classes with lessons.  What percent of lessons did you complete?
	 

	 
	Reading Bible
	How many times in a given week do you read your Bible?
	 

	 
	Bible Study
	How many times in a given week are you involved in a Bible Study excluding the classes at Humble?
	 

	 
	Study with Children
	As a father, how times per week do you read or study with your children?
	 

	 
	Study with Children
	As a mother, how times per week do you read or study with your children?
	 

	 
	Bible Study
	As a husband, how times per week do you study with your wife?
	 

	 
	Home Studies
	Are you involved in one of the four home bible classes?
	 

	Prayer
	General
	How many times in a given day do you pray ?
	 

	 
	Thanksgiving
	How many times in  a given day do you offer thanksgiving for your meals?
	 

	 
	Thanksgiving
	How many times in  a given day do you offer thanksgiving for things other than your meals?
	 

	 
	General
	Do you pray when you awake in the morning?
	 

	 
	General
	Do you pray before you go to asleep at night?
	 

	 
	Praise
	Do you ever pray in a given day praising God as the creator and His creation?
	 

	 
	Decisions
	Do you pray when important decisions need to be made?
	 

	 
	Compliant
	Do you ever pray to God complaining to Him?
	 


Status Quo

	Area
	Specific
	Question
	Answer

	Widows
	Contact
	How many times per month do you contact widows in the congregation by phone or visit?
	 

	 
	Assistance
	How many times per month do you offer assistance to widows in the congregation?
	 

	 
	Pray
	How often do you pray for the widows in the congregation?
	 

	 
	Nursing Homes
	How many per month do you visit widows from the congregation that are in nursing homes?
	 

	Contributions
	 
	What percent of your gross pay do you contribute to the local work?
	 

	Gospel preachers
	Contact
	How many times per month do you contact by email, phone or letter the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 

	 
	Pray
	How many times per week do you pray for the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 

	Evangelism
	 
	How often are you engaged in a Bible Study with another to teach the Word of God?
	 

	Brethren
	Hospitality
	How often do you have brethren in your homes practicing hospitality?
	 

	 
	Prayer
	How often do you pray for your brethren?
	 

	 
	Admonish
	How often do you admonish your brethren for their actions contrary to the Word of God.
	 

	 
	Encouragement
	How often do you encourage your brethren for difficulties they are experiencing?
	 

	 
	 
	Are you involved in one of the four visitation groups?
	 

	Benevolence
	Special
	Do you ever contribute to special financial needs at Humble?
	 

	 
	Community
	Do you ever contribute to special financial needs in the community?
	 


Plans

	Area
	Specific
	Plan
	Plan

	Bible Study
	Bible Class
	During a quarter, there are normally 26 classes with lessons.  What percent of lessons do you plan to complete?
	 

	 
	Reading Bible
	How many times in a given week do you plan to read your Bible?
	 

	 
	Bible Study
	How many times in a given week do  you plan to be involved in a Bible Study excluding the classes at Humble?
	 

	 
	Study with Children
	As a father, how times per week do you plan to read or study with your children?
	 

	 
	Study with Children
	As a mother, how times per week do youplan to read or study with your children?
	 

	 
	Bible Study
	As a husband, how times per week do you plan to study with your wife?
	 

	 
	Home Studies
	Do you plant to be involved in one of the four home bible classes?
	 

	Prayer
	General
	How many times in a given day do you plan to pray ?
	 

	 
	Thanksgiving
	How many times in  a given day do you plan to offer thanksgiving for your meals?
	 

	 
	Thanksgiving
	How many times in  a given day do you plan to offer thanksgiving for things other than your meals?
	 

	 
	General
	Do you plan to pray when you awake in the morning?
	 

	 
	General
	Do you plan to pray before you go to asleep at night?
	 

	 
	Praise
	Do you plan to pray in a given day praising God as the creator and His creation?
	 

	 
	Decisions
	Do you plan to pray when important decisions need to be made?
	 


Plans

	Area
	Specific
	Plan
	Plan

	Widows
	Contact
	How many times per month do you plan to contact widows in the congregation by phone or visit?
	 

	 
	Assistance
	How many times per month do you plan to offer assistance to widows in the congregation?
	 

	 
	Pray
	How often do you plan to pray for the widows in the congregation?
	 

	 
	Nursing Homes
	How many times per month do you plan to visit widows from the congregation that are in nursing homes?
	 

	Contributions
	 
	What percent of your gross pay do you plan  to contribute to the local work?
	 

	Gospel preachers
	Contact
	How many times per month do you plan to contact by email, phone or letter the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 

	 
	Pray
	How many times per week do you plan to pray for the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 

	Evangelism
	 
	How often do you plan to be engaged in a Bible Study with another to teach the Word of God?
	 

	Brethren
	Hospitality
	How often do you plan to have brethren in your homes practicing hospitality?
	 

	 
	Prayer
	How often do you plan to pray for your brethren?
	 

	 
	Admonish
	How often do you plan to admonish your brethren for their actions contrary to the Word of God.
	 

	 
	Encouragement
	How often do you plan to encourage your brethren for difficulties they are experiencing?
	 

	 
	 
	Do you plan to be involved in one of the four visitation groups?
	 


Progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Progress
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Area
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec.

	Bible Study
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	During a quarter, there are normally 26 classes with lessons.  What percent of lessons did you complete?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times in a given week do you read your Bible?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times in a given week are you involved in a Bible Study excluding the classes at Humble?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	As a father, how times per week do you read or study with your children?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	As a mother, how times per week do you read or study with your children?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	As a husband, how times per week do you study with your wife?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Are you involved in one of the four home bible classes?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Prayer
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times in a given day do you pray ?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times in  a given day do you offer thanksgiving for your meals?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times in  a given day do you offer thanksgiving for things other than your meals?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you pray when you awake in the morning?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you pray before you go to asleep at night?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you ever pray in a given day praising God as the creator and His creation?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you pray when important decisions need to be made?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you ever pray to God complaining to Him?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Progress

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Progress
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Area
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec.

	Widows
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times per month do you plan contact widows in the congregation by phone or visit?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times per month do you plan to offer assistance to widows in the congregation?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often do you pray for the widows in the congregation?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many per month do you visit widows from the congregation that are in nursing homes?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Contributions
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	What percent of your gross pay do you contribute to the local work?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Gospel Preachers
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times per month do you contact by email, phone or letter the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How many times per week do you pray for the gospel preachers we support at Humble?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Evangelism
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often are you engaged in a Bible Study with another to teach the Word of God?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Brethren
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often do you have brethren in your homes practicing hospitality?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often do you pray for your brethren?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often do you admonish your brethren for their actions contrary to the Word of God.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	How often do you encourage your brethren for difficulties they are experiencing?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Are you involved in one of the four visitation groups?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Benevolence
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you ever contribute to special financial needs at Humble?
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Do you ever contribute to special financial needs in the community?
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