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Introduction
Value of Studying the Psalms


Study the Psalms?
· It’s a portion of God’s Word! Inspired and confirmed. Used by Jesus and apostles in teaching.
· Everything in the Old Testament written for our instruction – 2 Tim 3:15-17; Rom 15:3-6; 1 Cor. 10:11-13
· Example
· Instruction

· Encouragement

· Build up our Hope

· Gives us Wisdom
· Teaching

· Reproof

· Correction

· Training in Righteousness

· Equip Us Adequately for Every Good Work - 2 Pet.3:14-18
· Psalms are a subject of our worship to God – Col 3:16; Eph 5:19; Jam 5:19
· Actual substance used in worship.  (Psalm 148, Hymn 2 “Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah”)
· Inspiration for spiritual songs used in worship. (Psalm 91, Hymn 16 “A Mighty Fortress”)
· Teaches us how better to worship God in spirit and truth, as He desires, by providing songs and prayers by men inspired by the Holy Spirit.

· Lead us to Christ, confirming that Jesus is the Messiah – Luke 24:44; Acts 2:25-28 
(Psalm 16:8-11)

· The Psalms and songs of our Bible can help strengthen us by giving us insight into the expressions of godly men and women, offering up true worship unto God. They are of great value!
Matt 6:7-14

Expectations

· Strive to learn God’s Word so that we may better worship Him in spirit and in truth – 
1 Jn. 3:17-19; Jn 4:23-24
· Let God’s Word work on honest hearts - Luke 8:15
· Class Preparation: Spend some time in study of the Psalm(s) and prepare a song/prayer for each. As time allows, write down additional notes or thoughts in the margin of the psalm. Complete additional questions on the lesson. Psalm 119:1-8.
· Class Participation: Although your teacher will lead the class, much of this class will be dependent upon each student’s study and participation… “for the building up of the saints”.  At least two students per Psalm will be asked to share their personal applications.  Eph 4:11-16
· Complete the Class Objectives
Objectives

· See “official” objectives.

· My objective: Help every person to appreciate the Psalms, increase in faith, and make use of them in their daily worship, whether it via encouragement, wisdom, prayer inspiration, singing praises…. Worshipping God.

Definition 
Psalm – (Merriam-Webster.com):  a sacred song or poem used in worship; especially : one of the biblical hymns collected in the Book of Psalms.
· Class Definition

· Biblical definition – Ps. 72:20 (End of Book 2), 

· Hebrew (O.T.) verb used 45 times - zamar [2167] 
· Hebrew noun (derived from root zamar) used 57 times - mizmor [04210] 
· In Old Testament worship, psalms were often accompanied by harp or musical instrument  
See also 1 Chr. 15:16-24; 16:4-7; 25:1-7; 2 Chr. 29:25-28
· Greek (N.T.) verb used 5 times - psallO [5567] 
· Greek noun used 7 times – psalmos [5568]  - Where we derive our word psalm
Note Eph 5:19 “singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”  striking chord…
· Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon: psallO, psalmos
psallO, 5567 
yallw; future yalw; (from yaw, to rub, wipe; to handle, touch

a. to pluck off, pull out: eqeiran,, the hair, Aeschylus Pers. 1062.

b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang: toxwn neurav ceiri, Euripides, Bacch. 784; specifically, cordhn, to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings of a musical instrument so that they gently vibrate (Aristotle, probl. 19, 23 (p. 919b, 2)); and absolutely, to play on a stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc.: Aristotle, Plutarch, Aratus (in Plato, Lysias, p. 209 b. with kai krouein tw plhktrwadded (but not as explanatory of it; the Schol. at the passage says yhlai, to aneu plhktrou tw daktulw tav cordav epafasqai); it is distinguished from kiqarizeinin Herodotus 1, 155); the Septuagint for ˆgeni and much more often for rMezi;; to sing to the music of the harp; in the N.T. to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song, James 5:13 (R.V. sing praise); tw kuriw, tw onomati autou (often so in the Septuagint), in honor of God, Ephesians 5:19 (here A.V. making melody”); Romans 15:9; yalw tw pneumati, yalw de kai tw noi, ‘I will sing God’s praises indeed with my whole soul stirred and borne away by the Holy Spirit, but I will also follow reason as my guide, so that what I sing may be understood alike by myself and by the listeners’, 1 Corinthians 14:15.*

psalmos, 5568 

yalmov, yalmou, oJ (yallw), “a striking, twanging” ((Euripides, others)); specifically, “a striking the chords” of a musical instrument ((Pindar, Aeschylus, others)); hence, “a pious song, a psalm” (the Septuagint chiefly for rwOmz]mi),), Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; the ecein yalmon is used of one who has it in his heart to sing or recite a song of the sort, 1 Corinthians 14:26 (cf. Heinrici at the passage, and Lightfoot on Colossians as above); one of the songs of the book of the O.T. which is entitled uJmnov,, Acts 13:33; plural the (book of) Psalms Luke 24:44; biblov yalmwn,, Luke 20:42; Acts 1:20. (Synonym: see uJmnov,,, at the end.)*

zamar, 2167, rmz (45 times in 41 verses)
Jud 5:3  I will sing <02167> praise to the LORD God of Israel.

2Sa 22:50 and I will sing praises <02167> unto thy name.

1Ch 16:9 Sing unto him, sing psalms <02167> unto him

Ps 7:17 and will sing praise <02167> to the name of the LORD most high

Ps 9:2: I will sing praise <02167> to thy name, O thou most High.

Ps 9:11 Sing praises <02167> to the LORD

Ps 18:49 and sing praises <02167> unto thy name.

Ps 21:13 will we sing and praise <02167> thy power.

Ps 27:6 yea, I will sing praises <02167> unto the LORD.

Ps 30:4 Sing <02167> unto the LORD, 

Ps 30:12 To the end that my glory may sing <02167> praise to thee
Ps 33:2 sing <02167> unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings.

Ps 47:6 Sing praises <02167> to God, sing praises <02167>: sing praises <02167> unto our King, sing praises <02167>.

Ps 47:7 sing ye praises <02167> with understanding.

Ps 57:7 I will sing and give praise <02167>.

Ps 57:9 I will sing <02167> unto thee among the nations.

Ps 59:17 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing <02167>
Ps 61:8 So will I sing <02167> praise unto thy name for ever

Ps 66:2 Sing forth <02167> the honour of his name.

Ps 66:4 shall worship thee, and shall sing <02167> unto thee; they shall sing <02167> to thy name.

Ps 68:4, sing praises <02167> to his name

Ps 68:32 O sing praises <02167> unto the Lord

Ps 71:22 unto thee will I sing <02167> with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.

Ps 71:23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing <02167> unto thee

Ps 75:9 I will sing praises <02167> to the God of Jacob.

Ps 92:1, and to sing praises <02167> unto thy name, O most High:

Ps 98:4 rejoice, and sing <02167> praise.

Ps 98:5 Sing <02167> unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm.

Ps 101:1 unto thee, O LORD, will I sing <02167>.

Ps 104:33 I will sing <02167> praise to my God while I have my being.

Ps 105:2 Sing unto him, sing psalms <02167> 

Ps 108:1 I will sing and give praise <02167>, even with my glory.

Ps 108:3 I will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing praises <02167
Ps 135:3 sing praises <02167> unto his name; for it is pleasant.

Ps 138:1 before the gods will I sing praise <02167> unto thee.

Ps 144:9 upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises <02167> unto thee.

Ps 146:2 I will sing praises <02167> unto my God while I have any being.

Ps 147:1 good to sing praises <02167> unto our God

Ps 147:7 sing praise <02167> upon the harp unto our God:

Ps 149:3 let them sing praises <02167> unto him with the timbrel and harp.

Isa 12:5 Sing <02167> unto the LORD
mizmor, 04210 rwmzm (57 times in 57 verses)
	Ps 3:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 4:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 5:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 6:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 8:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>
Ps 9:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 12:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 13:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 15:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 19:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 20:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 21:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 22:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 23:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 24:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 29:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.
Ps 30:1 << A Psalm <04210> and Song 

Ps 31:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 38:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 39:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 40:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 41:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 47:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons 

Ps 48:1 <<A Song and Psalm <04210> 

Ps 49:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons 

Ps 50:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.
Ps 51:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 62:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 63:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 64:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 65:1 << A Psalm <04210> and Song of 

Ps 66:1 << A Song or Psalm <04210>.>> 

Ps 67:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song.>>

Ps 68:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song 

Ps 73:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>
	Ps 75:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song of 
Ps 76:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song of 

Ps 77:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.

Ps 79:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>.

Ps 80:1 << A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>> 

Ps 82:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of Asaph.>>

Ps 83:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> of 

Ps 84:1 <<A Psalm <04210> for the sons of 

Ps 85:1 << A Psalm <04210> for the sons of 

Ps 87:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song for the 

Ps 88:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> 

Ps 92:1 << A Psalm <04210> or Song 
Ps 98:1 << A Psalm <04210>.>> O sing 

Ps 100:1 << A Psalm <04210> of praise.>> 

Ps 101:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 108:1 <<A Song or Psalm <04210> of 

Ps 109:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 110:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David.>>.

Ps 139:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>>

Ps 140:1 << A Psalm <04210> of David.>> 

Ps 141:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David

Ps 143:1 <<A Psalm <04210> of David




psallO, 5567 qallw (5 times in 4 verses – OB)
Ro 15:9 this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing <5567> unto thy name.
1Co 14:15 I will sing <5567> with the spirit, and I will sing <5567> with the understanding also.

Eph 5:19 singing and making melody <5567> in your heart to the Lord;

Jas 5:13 Is any merry? let him sing psalms <5567>.

psalmos, 5568 qalmov (7 times in 7 verses – OB)
Lu 20:42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms <5568>
Lu 24:44 in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms <5568>, concerning me.

Ac 1:20 For it is written in the book of Psalms <5568>
Ac 13:33 written in the second psalm <5568>, Thou art my Son

1Co 14:26 every one of you hath a psalm <5568>, hath a doctrine revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.

Eph 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms <5568> and hymns and spiritual songs

Col 3:16 teaching and admonishing one another in psalms <5568> and hymns and spiritual songs

History and Authors of the Psalms
Songs and prayers span our entire Bible. Evidence as early as Gen 4:21 demonstrate musical instruments were present in the early world. 
The first song attributed in the Bible – Song of Moses Ex. 15.  Note vs. 20-21 women worship with timbrels and dancing, singing a verse to the song.
Some songs and authors found throughout the Bible:
· Song of Moses and Israel – Ex. 15.  (1450 B.C.) Sung in celebration of deliverance from Egypt
Moses also author of Psalm 90.
· Song of Deborah and Barak – Jud 5 (1225 B.C.) A song of victory for Israel after defeating the kings of Canaan.

· Hanna’s Song of Thanksgiving – 1 Sam 2:1-10 – After the dedication of her son Samuel to the Lord.

· David (1000 B.C.) attributed with at least 73 psalms in the Book of Psalms. 2 Sam 22, Ps 18
· Asaph – music director during reigns of David and Solomon – wrote 12 psalms: Psalm 49, 72-82.  The “Asaphites” are said to be one of the families or guilds of musicians in the Jerusalem temple. He was a Levite, as some Levites were commissioned for temple musical worship – 1 Chr 15:16-17. Called “the seer” in 2 Chr 29:30
· The Sons of Korah – Levitical musicians involved in temple service – wrote 12 psalms: Psalm 42-49, 84-88.  Some of the Korahites praising God – 2 Chr 20:18-19.

· Solomon (950 B.C.) – attributed with two psalms: Psalm 72,127.  Credited for some 1,005 songs in 1 Ki 4:29-34. We have the book Song of Solomon 1:1 “The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s” which likely is his authorship. Some historians attribute that King Hezekiah and his scribes wrote it down - Pro. 25:1. Others date the book as late as the 3rd century.  

Not to be confused as the author of the “Psalms of Solomon” – a collection of 18 Psalms some dated in the first century, which, although show some similarity to one of the Psalms, are not contained in the Septuagint, and portray the Messiah as a son of David who has no supernatural power and was raised up by God to purge Jerusalem.
· Heman the Ezrahite – contemporary with David and Asaph, a wise man, known as “the singer” Ps. 88 (which as a psalm of the sons of Korah). He was the grandson of Samuel. Appointed as a minister of music service of the temple, like Asaph. 1 Chr 6:31-38; 1 Chr 15:16-17
· Ethan – like Heman, a wise man 1 Ki 4:31, wrote Ps. 89
· Mary (4 BC) – Song / Prophecy at the news of the conception of Jesus. Lk. 1:46-55.
· Jeremiah? – Some of the manuscripts of the Septuagint LXX ascribe he wrote Ps 137
· Anonymous – 48 of our Psalms we know not the author.
· Haggai and Zachariah? According to Septuagint LXX, they authored Psalms 138, 146, 147, and 148. However, looking at subtitle, we can see that in Hebrew, Ps 138 was attributed to David.  For this Psalm, the LXX has noted David as the author, but attaches Haggai and Zachariah to it as well like this, “A Psalm for David, of Aggeus (Gr. Haggai) and Zacharias”. 

King David is attributed with a good bulk of the Psalms in our Bible. He is also known for organizing the Psalms, including those of earlier writers, into five books.
· Reputation preceded him. “The Lord is with him”. Selection for Saul’s court 1 Sam. 16:11-23. 
· A shepherd – 1 Sam. 6:11; 1 Sam. 17:34-37; Psalm 78:65-72
· A warrior –1 Sam 17:32, 40, 50; 
· A man of tremendous faith, God fearing.  1 Sam 17:46-47; Psalm 139; Psalm 71:4-9
· Skillful musician – 1 Chr 23:5; Amos 6:5; 1 Chr 15:16, 25-28; Psalm 18:1 (title)
· Anointed to be King

· Favored by the people – 1 Sam 18:5-7, 30; Jonathan’s wisdom 1 Sam 17:12-17
·  “A man after God’s own heart”  1 Sam 13:14; Psalm 89:19-24
· Organized worship – 1 Chr. 15:16-24; 16:4-7; 2 Chr. 8:14; 29:25, 26; Amos 6:5
· Full of the Holy Spirit: David’s last words – 2 Samuel 23: 1-4. Jesus’ affirmation Mk 12:36. Peter acknowledges David as a prophet  Acts 2:29-33. Also see Acts 4:23-26.
Compare Heb 3:4-11 “as Holy Spirit says” (Psalm 95:6-11) with Heb 4:7 “through David”.
Regardless of Authors – Book of Psalms is Inspired “Scripture” – Lk 24:44-46; Mk 12:10; 
Jn. 10:34-35 (Psalm 82:6); Jn. 19:23-25 (Psalm 22:18). 2 Tim 3:16, 17
Instruments used in worship in the O.T.  See 1 Chr 15:16, 19, 28
[http://www.musiclyric4christian.com/hebrew-music.html]
· Cymbals

· Sistrum – 2 Samuel 6:5 - An instrument or rattle, which gave a tinkling sound when held upright, when shaken, the rings moves to and fro upon the brass. This word is translated "cornets” (KJV)
· Timbrel - "tabret" - Job 21:12; Ps. 68:25. Gen. 31:27; Ex. 15:20; Isa. 24:8; 1 Sam. 10:5 - It was used on occasions of joy and generally played by women and often accompanied by dancing. It is reproduced in the "tambourine" used by musicians as an accompaniment to the barrel-organ.

· Harp (various string counts and scales)
· Psaltery - Psalm 33:2 - It was first mentioned in connection with the inauguration of King Saul 1 Samuel 10:5. In Worship - 2 Samuel 5:5, 1 Chron 13:8, 10:16, Amos 4:23. It was also used on festive occasions - Isa.4:12, 14:11, Amos 5:5. 
· Sackbut or Trigon (RV) - Daniel 3:5,7,10, 15 - The sabbeka or sackbut is a lute or lyre (KJV). As we know it today it is a kind of brass instrument like the trombone.
· Flute/Pipes - 1 Kings 1:40 (Solomon anointed King)- It is the most ancient and simplest of instruments. Originally it was merely a reed with holes perforated at certain distances, whence it derived its Hebrew name ‘Chalil’ which means “bored through”. As its use became general in Hebrew music it was made with great care and materials such as brass, box-wood, horn, bone or ivory was used. Sometimes a double pipe was used in Hebrew music. One part being played with the right hand and the other with the left and both uniting at the mouth-piece. It also served to boost the journey to the great feasts Isa 30:29.

· Silver Trumpets - The Eternal God commanded Moses to make two silver trumpets for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps - Leviticus 10:2. They were blown singly or together, and with different kinds of calls: a simple blowing and a sounding of an alarm. 

· Shofar-Ram’s Horn - 1 Ch 15:28, Ex. 19:13; Num. 10:10; Judg. 7:16, 18; 1 Sam. 13:3 – “Shofar” means bright or clear. It has a clear shrill sound. The Shofar, at least the smaller sort is capable of producing only a few sounds of indefined pitch. It was used for announcing the beginning of the year of jubilee and for other ceremonial purposes such as for/on:
· calling the attention of the people to important proclamations;

· declaration of war;

· demonstrations of joy;

· in the presence of royalty;

· during the execution of priestly rites;

· brought down the walls of Jericho;

· on New Year's Day - Rosh Ha-Shanah. Also called the Feast of Trumpets;

· on the Day of Atonement, a ram's horn with a silver-plated mouthpiece was used. 

The shofar is often mentioned in Hebrew Scripture as a warning of war and judgment. An instrument worthy to be used in the praise of God -Psalm 98:5-6. It was blown on feast days Psalm 81:3. The shofar, trumpets, cymbal, lyres and the harps were used in Hebrew music when the Ark of the Covenant was brought to Jerusalem 1 Chronicles 15:28. 

Together with the 'Menorah' [seven-branched lampstand] the Shofar became a traditional symbol, as may be seen in ancient mosaics. 

Characteristics of Psalms
Psalm Titles – 
· A quandary even to translators in 150-250 B.C of the Septuagint LXX. Meanings and authorships vary on some titles. Not part of original psalm, but scribed upon the various manuscripts. Found in LXX and Masoretic texts.
·  “To  the Chief Musician” (RV) “Choir director” NASV  - as David would address, intended for use in National worship. Possibly for the music leaders 1 Chr 15:16. Compare NASV and KJV Hab. 3:19
· Authorship

· Nature of the Psalm – See titles of  Psalm 45, 102, 145
· Purpose of Psalm – See titles of Psalm 60, 70, 100
· Prayer, Song designations – Psalm 17, 65, 
· Historical and Musical directions – Ps 3, 7, 12, 18, 30, 34, 51, 52, 54-- 57, 59, 60, 63, 142
[The Titles of the Psalms: Their Nature and Meaning Explained; James William Thirtle 1904]
· “Gittith” ex. Psalm 8:1 – Winepresses (Fruit) for the Feast of Tabernacles (in the Autumn) standing for the enjoyment of God’s protection and full reliance upon Jehovah’s care – Lev. 23:39-44
· “Soshannim” ex. Psalm 45:1  - Lilies (Flowers) for the Feast of the Passover (in the Spring) standing for the deliverance from Egypt, pledge of deliverances - Ex 12:26-27; Dt 24:17-22
· “Shiggaion” – Psalm 7 – “to wander” wild or passionate song – hymn of praise, involving sadness or vindication. 

· “Muth-labben” – Psalm 9 – “Death of the Champion / Son” Goliath
· “a song for the Sabbath day” – Psalm 92
· “according to Sushan Eduth / Shoshannim Eduth” Psalm 60, 80 – ‘Lily: Testimonies’,’Lilies: Testimonies’.  Psalms (Declarations) for a first, second Passover.

· “Miktam” Psalm 16 – Atonement Psalm
· “Aijeleth Hashshahar” – Psalm 22 lit. “the hind of the morning” Consider the Messianic significance of this Psalm.

· “set to Alamoth” – Psalm 46 – possibly indication of women singers or soprano voices.

· “on stringed instruments / flute accompaniment / upon an eight-stringed lyre” etc. – Psalm 4, 5, 6, 12.
· “according to Mahalath / Mahalath Leannoth” – Psalm 53, 88 – Dancing with shouting, usually for great events worthy of rejoicing. See Psalm 53:6, Psalm 88:1,7-9
· “set to Al-tashheth” – Psalm 57-59. Psalms of Humiliation and Destruction, prayer of deliverance from. See Ex 32:11-14.
· Maskils (Heb. “Maschil”) – 13 Psalms of instruction – Ps 32, 42, 44, 45, 52-55, 74, 78, 88, 89. Term means understanding or discernment. See Psalm 52; Psalm 55:22-23
· Song of Ascents – “Song of degrees”. Individual ideas. Note “steps”  2 Ki 20:10-11
· Progression - See Psalm 120. 
· Jewish tradition – sang from steps of temple by Levite worshippers. Psalm 122:1-4
· Possibly sung on ascent of Israelites leaving captivity of Babylon. See Ezra 7:9
· Sung on journeys involving the three annual feasts where they went up to Jerusalem. Psalm 121.
The Book of Psalms –

· Hebrew is “Book of Praises” 

· Third section of the Hebrew Bible, first book of “Writings”

· Historians point to David collecting into five books, and some believe it was scribed by Ezra later to the form we hold today (if Psalm 126 was Ezra’s post-exilic). However there is evidence of various efforts to collect the Psalms.
· Composed of 5 “books”

· Book I   - Ps 1-41

Book II  - Ps 42-72


Book III - Ps 73-89


Book IV  - Ps 90-106


Book V   - Ps 107-150
· Each book ends with a benediction - Ps 41:13; 72:18-19; 89:52; 106:48; 150. Ending verse of first four books “Amen”
· Book II ends “prayers of David” Ps 72:20. And yet Psalm 72 is a psalm of Solomon itself, and the book contains many psalms by different authors.
· Repeats? – See similarity Ps 14 vs Ps 53; Ps 40:13ff vs Ps 70; Ps 57:7-11 and 60:5 vs Ps 108
· Groupings by Authors – David Ps 2-9, 11-32, 34-41. Asaph Ps 73-83. Sons of Korah Ps 42-49
Several different types of songs exist in our Bible:
· Praise
· Prophetic

· Lament

· Thanksgiving

· Royal

· Messianic

· Ethical

· Historical

· Penitential

· Imprecatory

· Suffering

Styles of Psalms -

· Didactic – Intended to teach, psalms of instruction Ps 102
· Liturgical – Public / National Divine Worship. Responsive readings, used in special services. Ps 136
· Meditative – Involving Thought, Emotion, Consideration Ps 119
· Praise & Devotion Ps 148
· Prayer & Petition Ps 51
They can be alphabetic or Acrostic- Ps 119 where the psalm has lines which in Hebrew start with words whose first letters follow a certain pattern.

Characteristics of Hebrew Poetry:






[“The Book of Psalms” Mark A. Copeland, 2006]
The Use Of "Thought Rhyme"

Also known as “parallelism”, thought rhyme involves arranging thoughts in relation to each other. This is done without a concern as to whether certain words rhyme with each other (as found in most modern poetry). In the Psalms, we find several different kinds of thought rhyme:

· Synonymous parallelism - The thought of first line is repeated in the second line,


expressed in different words for the sake of emphasis. A good example is found in


Psa 24:2…



For He has founded it upon the seas,




And established it upon the waters. (same idea, reworded)

· Antithetical parallelism - The truth presented in one line is strengthened by a


contrasting statement in the next line. Consider this example from Psa 1:6...



For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,




But the way of the ungodly shall perish. (note the contrast)

· Synthetic parallelism - The first and second lines bear some definite relation to each


other (such as cause and effect, or proposition and conclusion). A good example is


Psa 119:11...



Your word I have hidden in my heart, (cause)




That I might not sin against You! (effect)

· Progressive parallelism - There are several varieties of this form, the most common:


Stair-like - Composed of several lines, each providing a complete element of the



aggregate or composite thought. Notice Psa 1:1...




Blessed is the man...

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

Nor stands in the path of sinners,

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; (note the progression)
Climatic - Here the principal idea in the first line is repeated and expanded to



complete the thought. An example is found in Psa 29:1...





Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones (give what?)




Give unto the LORD glory and strength. (the answer)


Introverted parallelism - The first line is closely related in thought to the fourth, and



the second to the third. For example, consider Psa 91:14...


Because he has set his love upon Me, (note line 4)

therefore I will deliver him; (note line 3)




I will set him on high, (note line 2)

because he has known My name. (note line 1)
It is often fascinating to note how creative the Hebrew poets were as they composed their poetry using “thought rhyme” rather than “word rhyme.” In some cases it even helps in interpreting difficult expressions or phrases. Another characteristic of Hebrew poetry is...
The Lack Of Poetic Rhythm

Much modern poetry has standard measures of identifiable rhythm, as in the poem “Mary Had A Little Lamb.” With the Hebrews, however, the art of poetic rhythm was of secondary consideration. Some suggest that it is not likely that the Hebrew poets had standard measures, worked out and carefully defined. Again, their focus was on “thought rhyme,” not “word rhyme.”

The Use Of Figurative Expression

The Psalms are filled with figurative expressions, and as such it is important to keep certain principles of interpretation in mind...

· The figure must be accepted and dealt with as a figure of speech, not as a literal

statement



For example, in Psa 18:31, the Lord is called “a rock.” He is like a rock, but not one

literally. In Psa 51:4, David says “Against You, You only, have I sinned.” Yet he is

confessing his sin of adultery with Bathsheba, in which he sinned not only against the Lord,

but against his wife, against Uriah, and many others. David was speaking figuratively for the sake of expressing his deep grief in sinning against God, and we must allow for figurative expressions including hyperbole in poetic writings. One needs to be careful and not develop doctrinal beliefs upon what may be figurative expressions not intended to be taken literally.

· The figure must be interpreted in light of its meaning in the setting in which it was


used


For example, in Psa 23:4, we find the well-known phrase: “the valley of the shadow of

death.” It is not uncommon to hear the phrase applied at funerals to the act of dying. In

the setting of the psalm, however, it refers to a treacherous place (such as a steep valley,

where deep shadows can easily cause a misstep resulting in death), where the guiding hand

of a shepherd would be very helpful to sheep to avoid death. It is therefore applicable to

any time one is in perilous straits and in need of God's guiding hand.

Divinely Inspired 
Several proofs demonstrate that the Book of Psalms is inspired of God. We have acknowledged the premise that all the Psalms we have today in our Old Testaments (150) were present in collected form prior to 150-250 B.C. when the Septuagint LXX Greek version of the Hebrew O.T. was written. Regardless of the uncertainty of each individual Psalms author, the whole of the collection were known as “The Psalms” and were inspired of God 2 Tim. 3:16,17.
· Jesus Christ Affirmed – Lk 20:42; 24:44; “written in your Law” Jn 10:34 (Ps 82:6)
· The Apostles and New Testament Affirms –  79 of 343 quotations in NT come from Psalms (more listed here as some are not direct quotes, and just allusions)
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· Prophecy Fulfilled –  help establish our faith in the Bible and in Jesus as the Christ, our Redeemer
· His rejection by the "kings of the earth" (Herod, Pilate, and the Sanhedrin) - Ps 2:1-3 (Ac 4:23-28)

· His rejection by His own family - Ps 69:8 (Jn 7:5)

· Betrayal by His own friend - Ps 41:9 (Matt 26:20-25)

· His silence amidst rejection and false accusation - Ps 38:11-14 (Matt 26:56,58-63; 27:11-14)

· Insults, spitting, and scourging He endured - Ps 35:15-16 (Matt 27:26-31)

· His cries upon the cross - Ps 22:1 (Matt 27:46)

· The mocking by enemies at the cross - Ps 22:6-8,12-13 (Matt 27:39-44)

· The physical agony - Ps 22:14-15
· His hands and feet being pierced - Ps 22:16
· The casting of lots for His clothing - Ps 22:17-18 (Matt 27:35-36)

· Offer of gall and vinegar - Ps 69:21 (Matt 27:34)

· Not a bone to be broken - Ps 34:20 (Jn 19:31-37)

· His prayer for His enemies - Ps 109:4 (Lk 23:34)

· His final words - Ps 31:5 (Lk 23:46)

· Death to be in the prime of life - Ps 89:45
· Death was to be voluntary - Ps 40:6-8 (Matt 26:36-46)

· His resurrection from the dead - Ps 16:8-10 (Ac 2:24-31)

· His ascension into heaven - Ps 68:18 (Eph 4:8-10)

· To sit at the right hand of God and to begin His reign - Ps 110:1-3 (Ac 2:33; 1 Cor 15:25‑26; Eph 1:20-23; 1 Pet 3:22; Rev 2:26-27; 3:21)

· His priesthood - Ps 110:4 (Heb 6:19-20; 7:20-28)

· His judgment of the nations - Ps 110:5-6 (Rev 1:5; 2:26-28; 19:11-16)

· Authorship – Moses, King David, Solomon, Levites, etc.
· Harmony with the Scriptures. Themes of the Bible
· God as Creator, worthy of all Praise – Ps 33:6-12; Ps 148; Ps 100
· God’s Consideration for Mankind – Ps 2; Ps 65:5-8
· Reliance upon God – Ps 3:4-8; Ps 23; Ps 40: Ps 37:23-34
· Goodness and Grace of God – Ps 4:4-8; Ps 40:1-3; Ps 136; Ps 145:8-13
· God as Eternal Judge – Ps 1:4-6; Ps 9:7-9; Ps 11:4-7 
· God’s Word as a Guide to our Lives unto Salvation – Ps 1:1-3; Ps. 19:7-11; Ps 25:4-13; Ps 119:9-16, 97-104
· Suffering Messiah to save God’s people – Ps 22; Ps 35:9-16; Ps 16:9-11
· God to place an eternal King on His throne – Ps 2:4-7; Ps 8:5-6; Ps. 16:7-11; Ps 102:25‑28 and Ps 110:1 (Heb 1:8-13) 
· God as Deliverer – Ps 10:16-18; Ps 14:7; Ps 18:1-3, 48-50; Ps 78:51-55
· God loves and rewards the Righteous – Ps 17; Ps 34:15-22; Ps 127; Ps 146:8-10
Application and Practical Use
Class discussion - Praise, Prayers, Illness, Deliverance, Help and Guidance, Salvation, Faith, etc.  Improve our public and personal worship. Increase our faith. Give Glory to God!
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