Six World Empires
There are six world empires that impact the thread of Bible history. This lesson takes a brief look at these, using selected examples to illustrate their intersection with the Biblical record. Many more references are built on the framework of these six empires. For  a general view of their territory and times, see the maps on the following page.

 1.
EGYPT

 a.
Gen. 12:10 - Who went there in time of famine? c. 2000 BC (first occurrence)

 b.
Gen. 37:28; 39:1; Gen. 46:3; Ex. 1 - What part did Egypt play in Israel=s existence and development? c. 1900-1500 BC

 c.
Exo. 3-14 - What great event demonstrating the God of Moses to be the true God and Moses to be His prophet occurred in connection with Egypt? c. 1500 BC

 d.
2 Kings 23:29 - What good king died in a battle against Egypt? c. 609 BC

 2.
ASSYRIA
 a.
2 Kings 15:19,29; 17:3; 2 Kings 17:6-41 - What did Assyria do to Israel (the northern kingdom)? c. 721 BC

 b.
2 Kings 18:13-19:37; 2 Ch. 32:1-23 - Who was the king and prophet when Assyria made this attack on Judah? c. 700

 3.
BABYLON
 a.
2 Kings 24:1-7; 2 Ch. 36:5-8; Dan. 1:1-7; Jer. 25:1-14 - What four notable characters were taken captive by Babylon? c. 605 BC

 b.
2 Kings 24:8-17; 2 Ch. 36:9-10; Eze. 1:2; 33:21; 40:1 - What notable character was taken captive this time? c. 597 BC

 c.
2 Kings 25 - What did Babylon do to Jerusalem? c. 586 BC

 d.
Dan. 2 - Babylon and the next four empires were represented in Nebuchadnezzar=s dream. What on the image represented each?

 4.
MEDO-PERSIAN
 a.
2 Ch. 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-3; Isa. 44:27-45:4 - What decree did Cyrus issue? c. 539 BC

 b.
Ezra 4:24-6:15 - What happened in the reign of Darius through the prophetic work of Haggai and Zechariah?

 c.
Esther 1:1-3; 2:16 - Story of Esther, c. 480 BC

 d.
Ezra 7:1-10 - Ezra=s return in 7th year of Artaxerxes, c. 458 BC

 e.
Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1 - Nehemiah=s return in 20th year of Artaxerxes, c. 445 BC

 5.
GREECE
 a.
Dan. 8 - Shaggy goat in Daniel=s vision, c. 551 BC

 b.
Spread of the Grecian language (New Testament written in Greek)

 6.
ROME
 a.
Lk. 2:1; Acts 16:37; 25:10-12 - Empire in the time of Christ and the apostles, c. 6 BC-100 AD

 b.
Mt. 24 - What did Rome do in 70 AD?
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Six Great Governments dominated the Pre-Christian World. Every%
one was connected with the Bible Story. :

Egyptian Empire. 1600-1200 BC. Co-eval with Israel’s Sojourn, |
Here the Hebrew Nation was nurtured.
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Assyrian Empire, 900-607 BC. Destroyed the Kingdom of lsrael,
721 BC; and exacted tribute from Judah.
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Babylonian Empire. 606-536 B C. Destroyed Jerusalem. Carried Judah
captive. Captivity was co-eval with the Empire.
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