Intertestamental Periodtc \l1 "ntertestamental Period
After Malachi the prophet, there was about 400 years in which God made no revelation. During this period of silence between the Testaments, several developments had a bearing on the events recorded in the N.T. We will take a brief look at some of these.

 1.
Pharisees
A society of religiously zealous men who claimed a zeal for the strict observance of the law. First mentioned as a religious group in the 2nd century B.C. While they may have begun with high goals of maintaining the Jewish beliefs and customs of the Law, by N.T. times they had degenerated into the attitudes and practices described below. Describe them.

 a.
Mt. 15:1-9

 b.
Mt. 23:23

 c.
Mt. 23:2-3,13,14,15; 5:17-20; Lk. 12:1

 d.
Lk 18:9-14; Jn 8:33

 e.
Mt 23:5-12

 f.
Famous Pharisees

 i.
Jn 3:1; 7:50-51; 19:39

 ii.
Php. 3:5; Ac. 22:3,8

 2.
Sadducees
A religious society of men who, according to secular testimony they were the sacerdotal (priestly) aristocracy (ruling class). See Ac. 5:17. Secular testimony also says they were the Hellenists, favoring the adoption of Grecian customs. They are first mentioned as a religious group in the 2nd century B.C. Based on the following, describe their views and practices.

 a.
Mt. 22:23f; Ac. 23:8

 b.
Mt. 16:1

 c.
Ac. 4:1; 5:17

 3.
Maccabees
The Maccabees were were Jewish patriots who fought for the independance of the Jews from Syrian domination in which they tried to force the Jews to abandon their religion and customs and worship idols (c. 167 B.C.). Judas, the son of Mattathias Hasmoneas (from whence the Hasmonean Dynasty), was the first of Mattathias= sons given the name ?Maccabee@ or ?Hammer@ (supposedly suggesting heroism and power). Due his remarkable conquests over the Syrians, followed by that of his brother, Simon, and Simon=s son, John Hyrcanus (135-105 B.C.), the Jews gained their independance. A noteworthy accomplishment by Judas was the retaking, cleansing, and rededication of the temple in December of 164 B.C. The Jews after that celebrated the ?Feast of Dedication@ in memory of it (Jn. 10:22-23) and today Jews still celebrate it as Hanukkah. Moreover the Idumeans (Edomites) were also conquered and forced to accept the Jewish religion. The Herods were Edomites, or Idumeans. So, the Jewish religion being forced on the Herods might explain their shallow commitment to it.

 4.
Herod family
The Herod family began with Antipas, who died c. 78 B.C. His son, Antipater, secured from the Romans religious liberty and special religious privileges for the Jews not enjoyed by other nations under Rome=s dominion. Antipater was assassinated in 43 B.C. One of his sons brought the Herod family to a pinnacle of power: Herod the Great. From him followed the other Herods of N.T. record. What were the following Herods known for?

 a.
Herod the Great - Mt 2:1-18

 b.
Herod Archelaus, Herod the Great=s son - Mt. 2:22

 c.
Herod Antipas, Herod the Great=s son, younger brother of Archelaus - Mt. 14:1-12; Lk. 23:7-12.

 d.
Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great and Mariamne I - Ac. 12:1f

 e.
Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I - Ac. 25:13-26:32

 5.
Septuagint (LXX)
A Greek translation of the Hebrew O.T., translated in the 3rd century B.C. The conquests of Alexander the Great and the spread of the Grecian language paved the way for it. It was probably made to meet the needs of the Jews settled at Alexandria, Egypt. It became the Bible of the people and was widely quoted from by the writers of the N.T. When comparing N.T. quotes of O.T., passages, it can be helpful to keep in mind that the quote may be from the LXX, thus accounting for the difference. The name, ?Septuagint@ is based on a legend that 70 or 72 elders sent from Jerusalem to Alexandria for the purpose at the request of Ptolemy II. It is now sometimes referred to as Athe Old Testament in Greek,@ or Athe Alexandrian version@ with the abbreviation AG@.
