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Overview

I.  Why Should a Christian Study Evolution versus Creation?

A.  Teach our Children:  In school, students are bombarded with the 'theory of evolution".  They might be ridiculed in school for their beliefs in the creation account as recorded in the Bible.  This course will provide the parents and students the evidence to show that the creation account is a very plausible explanation of the origin of man and the earth in the science realm.

1.  Parents have the responsibility to train their children (Pr. 22:6) and for fathers to "bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord", Eph. 6:4, Deu. 4:9.  This includes the creation account in the Bible.  No doubt our children will ask us 1)  How we reconcile evolution and creation?, 2)  Is the creation account to be interpreted literal or figuratively?, or 3)  Is there any scientific evidence supporting the creation account?

2.  Parents need to be able to respond to these questions and explain their reasons for their beliefs.

B.  Teach Non-Believers:  In teaching non-Christians about Jesus and the Plan of Salvation, a teacher would probably start with a lesson dealing with "There is a God".  A non-Christian might have some doubts about the existence of God because of what one has been taught or read about evolution.  This study will provide data for this non-Christian to consider about his convictions.

1.  The Apostle Paul began teaching the men of Athens on Mars Hill by using this approach.  He appealed to the one God as the Creator of "the world and all things therein", Acts 17:22-25.  As recorded, some men believed and some did not.

2.  When Paul wrote the Roman letter, he said that God's power and divinity are clearly seen by the creation of the world (Rom. 1:20).  In teaching unbelievers, we can appeal to the physical world to show that "There is a God".

C.  Confront False Doctrine:  For some, "evolution" has become their "religion" to explain the creation of the universe and of mankind.  It is false religion.  This false doctrine can be disguised in many ways and could possibly affect the Christian beliefs concerning the creation account in the Bible.  This course will attempt to make a Christian more alert to the teachings of "evolution" and strengthen our understanding of God's Word on this subject.

1.  Satan is the "Father of Lies" (John 8:44) and his false doctrine is spread in very deceitful ways.  A significant portion of the New Testament letters deal with false doctrine of agnosticism and obedience to the Mosical Law.  Similarly, we need this course to better prepare us to respond to questions dealing with this false doctrine of evolution.

2.  A. G. Richard Bozarth (noted atheist), "The Meaning of Evolution"  in American Atheist (February 1978): 19,30.:  'Christianity is -- must be! -- totally committed to the special creation as described in Genesis,  and Christianity must fight with its full might, fair or foul, against the theory of evolution...   It becomes clear now that the whole justification of Jesus' life and death is predicated on the existence of Adam and the forbidden fruit he and Eve ate.  Without the original sin, who needs to be redeemed?  Without Adam's fall into a life on constant sin terminated by death, what purpose is there to Christianity?  None...  What this all means is that Christianity cannot lose the Genesis account of creation like it could lose the doctrine of geocentricism and get along.  The battle must be waged, for Christianity is fighting for its very life.'  

3.  Sir Julian Huxley, great -grandson of Thomas Huxley, Darwin's bulldog (Associated Press dispatch, address at Darwin Centennial Convocation, Chicago University, 27 November 1959.  See Sol Tax, ed., Issues in Evolution (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1960), 252.  As quoted in Henry M. Morris,  That Their Words May Be Used Against Them (El Cajon, CA:  Institute for Creation Research, 1997), 111.):  'In the evolutionary system of thought there is no longer need or room for the supernatural.  The earth was not created; it evolved.  So did all the animals and plants that inhabit it, including our human selves, mind and soul, as well as brain and body.  So did religion.  Evolutionary man can no longer take refuge from his loneliness by creeping for shelter into the arms of a divinized father figure whom he himself has created."

II.  Objective of this Study.

A.  Be familiar with the various evolutionary terms, concepts, and evidence.

B.  Be able to recognize when evolution is being taught.

C.  Be able to understand that the "evidence" cited by evolutionists does not support evolution.

D.  Strengthen our faith that God created the heaven and the earth.

E.  Prepare us to responds to questions about evolution versus creation.

III.  Approach of this Study.

A.  Begin with a detailed study of the creation account in Gen. 1 and 2 along with other scripture references.

B.  Then, we will deal with the various different aspects of evolution.  for each topic wherever appropriate, the following will be presented"  1)  a "layman" description of the topic from the evolutionist point of view, 2)  the scriptures dealing with this topic, 3)  the physical evidence without interpretation, 4)  observations and/or interpretation of the evidence, 5)  conclusions.
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C.  It is the intent of this study for the student to make the conclusions from the material presented.  The instructor will draw conclusions but the student is encouraged to question the validity of such conclusions.

IV.  Format of the Study.

A.  The course will last for 3 months beginning September 2 and last through November 28.

B.  Homework will be assigned after each lesson and each participant is encouraged to complete it before the next class.

V.  Outline and Schedule of this Study.

Topic 
No. Lessons
Date

Overview of Study 
1 
Sept. 2,Sun.

Introduction 
1 
Sept. 5

The Genesis Account
6 
Sept. 9-26

The World is Proof of an Almighty God
2 
Sept.30,Oct. 3

The Theory of Evolution 
2
 Oct.7,10

Did Life Begin Without God? 

2 
Oct.14,17

How Old is the Earth? 
2 
Oct.21,24

"After its Kind" 
2 
Oct. 28,31

The Missing Link 
2 
Nov. 4,7

The Genesis Flood
2 
Nov. 11,14

Other "Supposed" Proofs of Evolution 
2 
Nov. 18,21

Consequences of Evolution 
1 
Nov. 25

Review 
1
Nov. 28



Total
26

INTRODUCTION

I.  WHAT IS ORGANIC OR GENERAL EVOLUTION.

A.  Definition = "Evolution may be defined as the hypothesis that millions of years ago inorganic matter gave origin to one or more minute living organisms which have since evolved into all living and extinct plants and animals including man.  The theory of evolution involves:  1)  the origin of life from lifeless matter, 2)  the development of higher forms of life from lower ones, and 3) the origin of man."  (Evolution, International Christian Crusade, 1974).

B.  Characteristics.

1.  Process is self-starting, self-improving, self-contained and self-explained.

2.  No need for God!

3.  Special kind of change.

4.  According to this "theory", this process is taking place today.

Lifeless ====> Living

"Kind" =====> Another "Kind"

Lower =====> Higher

C.  Three Groups of Evolutionists.

1.  Atheistic evolutionists believe in the eternity of matter.

2.  Agnostic evolutionists believe in a first cause but declare it unknown.

3.  Theistic evolutionists affirm that in the beginning God started the universe and after that all changes came about by the process of evolution.

D.  Organic or General Evolution is Not --

1.  Acorn ==> Oak Tree

2.  Embryo ==> Child

3.  Cocoon ===> Butterfly

4.  Flies developing a resistance to DDT.

5.  Average height of the Japanese people increasing in height since World War II as a result of a more nutritious diet.

6.  Special Evolution.

E. Examples of evolution or concepts related to evolution 

1.  Man originating from monkeys.

2.  Fish developing from one-cell organisms.

3.  The earth is 4-5 billion years old.

4.  The 7 days of creation in the Bible represents millions of years.

5.  Euthanasia is OK.

6.  The existence of human life or similar intellectual life on other planets or stars.

7.  "Might Makes Right".

8.  "Eat, drink and be merry for there is no tomorrow."

II.  WHAT IS CREATION?

A.  By Creation, we mean the bringing into being of the earth, the heavens, the plants, the animals and mankind by the process of sudden creation described in the first two chapters of Genesis.

B.  Characteristics.

1.  Super naturalistic or God was the Creator.

2.  Externally directed.

3.  Had a purpose.

4.  Complete.

III.  HOW CAN WE KNOW THE TRUTH?

A.  Neither Creation nor Evolution is based on empirical knowledge.

1.  Empirical means,  "relying or based on experiment and observation" (Webster's New World Dictionary, 1963).

2.  No human person witnessed the creation of the universe.

3.  No one has lived long enough to witness evolution to prove this theory.

B.  The interpretation of the evidence cited by evolutionists does not support evolution.  This will be demonstrated in this study.

C.  Evidence for Creation.

1.  Revelation.

2.  Natural World -- Rom. 1:20.

D.  Both Creation and Evolution Demand Faith.

1.  Definition.

a.  "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen", Heb. 11:1.

b.  A conviction of the mind relative to the unseen based on objective evidence.

2.  Belief in the creation account found in the Bible is based on testimony developed by reading the Word of God - Rom. 10:17.

3.  Since evolution is not based on empirical knowledge, acceptance or belief in the evolution theory must be based on faith.

a.  "The fact of evolution is the backbone of biology, the biology is thus in the peculiar position of being a science founded on an unproved theory -- is it a science of faith?  Belief in the theory of evolution is thus exactly parallel to belief in special creation -- both are concepts which believers know to be true but neither, up to the present has been capable of proof" (Origin of Species, Matthews, 1971).

E.  Is Evolution Scientific?

1.  Scientific means "of or dealing with systematical knowledge derived from observation, study and experimentation" (Webster's New World Dictionary, 1963).

2.  Neither creation nor evolution is scientific.

3.  "These evolutionary happenings are unique, unrepeatable and irreversible.  It is as impossible to turn a invertebrate into a fish as it is to effect the reverse transformation.  The applicability of the experimental method to the study of such unique historical processes is severely restricted before all else by the time intervals involved which far exceed the lifetime of any human experimenter" (American Scientist, Dobzhanshy, T., 1957).

4.  There are scientists who believe in creation.

a.  12 Scientists Who Believe in Creation, 
Creation-Life Publishers, 1977.

b.  Statements below are taken from:  Men of Science, Men of God: Great Scientists Who Believed the Bible, Henry M. Morris, El Cajon, CA:Master Books, 1990.

c.  Isaac Newton, a prodigious intellect who developed calculus, discovered the law of gravity, and designed the first reflecting telescope, not only refuted atheism but also strongly defended the biblical account of creation.

d.  Louis Pasteur, well known for the process of pasteurization and for utterly demolishing the concept of spontaneous generation, was devoutly religious and strongly opposed Darwinian evolution.

e.  Other scientists who believe in God creating the Universe:  Johannes Kepler (scientific astronomy), Francis Bacon (scientific method), Blaise Pascal (mathematician), Carolus Linnaeus (biological taxonomy, ) Gregor Mendel (genetics), Michael Faraday (electromagnetics), and Joseph Lister (antiseptic surgery).

f.  Albert Einstein, one of the greatest intellect of modern times, also "came to the conclusion that God did not create by chance, but rather that he worked according to planned, mathematical, teleonomic and therefore -- to him -- rational guidelines".(He Who Thinks Has to Believe, A.E. Wilder-Smith, Costa Mesa, CA: T.W.F.T. Publishers, 1981, 70.  Wilder-Smith writes, "It is, of course, clear that Einstein did not claim to be a Christian.  His convictions in metaphysical matters reached only to a firm belief in a Creator, which motivated Einstein's research in mathematics and physics"(p.71).

THE GENESIS ACCOUNT

I.  The First Day -- vs. 1-5.

A.  1:1  "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth".

1.  Heaven and earth has not existed from all eternity but had a beginning.

2.  "In the beginning" is used absolutely like in John 1:1 and Isa. 46:9-10.

3.  Illustration.

Ps. 90:2
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4.  "Created" comes from the Hebrew word "bara" which means "to create, make".

a.  This verb is used with God as its only subject.

b.  Only God can "create" in the sense implied by "bara".

c.  This verb expresses creation out of nothing, Gen. 2:3, Isa. 40:26, 42:5, Heb. 11:3.

d.  All other verbs for creating ("qanah", "asah") allow a much broader range of meaning and they have both divine and human subjects.

e.  Objects of the verb "bara" include the heaven and earth (Gen. 1:1, Isa. 65:17), man (Gen. 1:27), 5:2, 6:7), Israel (Isa. 43:1, Mal. 2:10), cloud and smoke (Isa.4:5), salvation and righteousness (Isa. 45:8), speech (Isa. 57:19), darkness (Isa. 45:8), wind (Amos 4:13).

5.  "The heaven and the earth".

a.  This expression is frequently used to denote the world or universe for which there is no single word in the Hebrew language (Gen. 14:19, 22, Ex. 31:17, Ps. 121:2, 134:3).

b.  "Earth" is from the Hebrew word "erets" which means "earth, land".

c.  "Heaven" is from the Hebrew word "shamayim" which means "heavens, heaven, sky".  This word can be used in the following five different ways,

1)  Sky:  When Absolom's hair caught in the branches of a tree, he hung suspended between the "heaven" and the earth, II Sam. 18:9.

2)  An area father removed from the earth's surface.  "The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained", Gen. 8:2.

3)  Realm in which the sun, moon, and stars are located, Gen. 1:14.

4)  Entire creation, Gen. 1:1.

5)  Dwelling place of God, Ps. 2:4.

6.  In the beginning, there is nothing belonging to the composition of the universe, either in material or form.  This is shown in 1:2 "and the earth was without form and void"; not before but when or after God created it.

B.  "And the earth was without form and void and darkness was upon the face of the deep".

1.  The chaotic condition of the earth described in this verse is equally applicable to heaven, Jer. 4:23.

2.  Three conditions describe the condition of the earth after it was created:  without form, void and dark.  The earth was at first waste and desolate, a formless, lifeless mass.

3.  Different meanings of "deep".

a.  Roaring waves -- Ps. 42:7.

b.  Body of water -- Ex. 15:5.

c.  Depths of the sea -- Job 28:14.

d.  Abyss of the earth -- Ps. 71:20.

C.  What did God create on this day?  In verse 3, we know He created light.  This light was not the light we receive from the sun today since the sun was created on the fourth day.  This light is then elemental light, a form of energy.  In vs. 1-2, God created the universe and it was without form.  Evidently, He probably created matter.  Then, He created energy of which light is a form of energy.

D.  "And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters".

1.  "Spirit" is from the Hebrew word "ruach" which means "wind or spirit".  The "Spirit of God" is not a breath of wind caused by God but the Holy Spirit which worked upon the formless, lifeless mass separating, quickening, and preparing the living forms, Ps. 33:6.

2.  "Moved" is from the Hebrew word "rachaph" which means to "broad, flutter, move, shake".  This word is used in Deut. 32:11 and is applied to the hovering and brooding of a bird over its young, to warm them, and develop their vital powers.  In such a way, the Spirit of God moved upon the deep.

E.  "And God said" -- vs. 3.

1.  God speaking accomplishes the work of creation.

2.  "For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast", Ps. 33:9.

3.  Speaking is the revelation of thought. The creation is the realization of the thoughts of God.

4.  The second thing created by the divine word was "light", the elementary light.  This is different from the "lights" or bodies of light like the sun, moon and stars which were created on the fourth day.

F.  "God separated the light ...", vs. 4-5.

1.  The creation of light did not destroy darkness or transform the darkness into light but light and darkness was separated.  And in verse 5, God called the light, day and the darkness, night.

G.  "Days" of Creation (some believe that these days represent great periods of time - millions of years each.

1.  The Hebrew "day" (yom) was always a 24-hour period when used with a definite number (such as first day, second day, six days).

2.  The Hebrews often spoke of the 24-hour day as "evening and morning".  This is the description used for the days of creation.

3.  God tells Israel in Exodus 20:11 to observe the Sabbath Day.  He said He chose this particular day for the memorial of their deliverance from Egyptian slavery because He labored for six days and rested on the seventh day.  God gave His people a 24-hour day to observe (not an eon of time),

4.  In Genesis 1:16, we read that two great lights were made -- one to rule the night.  Since the days were divided into "evening and morning", we would have to assume that the sun came up and did not go down for a few thousand or million years.

5.  The plants came into existence on the third day and the sun on the fourth day.  Plants must have sunlight to produce their food through a process of photosynthesis.  Animals depend on plants for food, which are dependent on the sun.  Can we believe that plants and animals could exist for millions of years without the energy supplied by the sun?

6.  Some have argued that the "light" of Genesis 1:3, could have supplied the necessary energy until the sun was created.  But this would require that this "light" for a great and unknown period of time supply the plants and then their dependence transferred to the sun at the proper time.  And they would still have the problem of plants surviving millions of years of "night" (darkness) each of the last days of creation.

II.  The Second Day -- vs. 6-8.

A.  On this day, the Creator divides the chaotic mass of waters through the formation of the expanse or firmament.  This wall of separation divides the upper and lower waters.  The upper waters are the waters in the clouds and atmosphere.  The lower waters are the bodies of water on earth.

1.  The firmament or expanse is described figuratively as the following.

a.  Ps.  104:2 -- "who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain".

b.  Ex. 24:10 -- "a paved work of a sapphire stone".

c.  Job 37:18 -- "a molten looking glass?"

2.  In the Old Testament, whenever it rains heavily, the doors or windows of heaven are opened, i.e. Gen. 7:11-12, Ps. 78:23-24.

3.  In verse 8, Heaven refers to an area farther removed from the earth's surface where the rain clouds dwell.  See different used of word "heaven" in I.A.5.c.

III.  THE THIRD DAY -- vs. 9-13.

A.  Two acts of creation occurred on this day.

B.  First, the waters beneath the heavens were gathered together so that the dry land (earth) appeared.

1.  The record does not inform us of the process in which this occurred i.e. the land elevated to form the land -- mountains and/or certain areas deepened to form the oceans, Ps. 136:6.

2.  In Ps. 104:8-9, it is uncertain whether this is a literal or figurative description of the process.

C.  The second act of creation was the clothing the earth with vegetation (grass - KJV), plants yielding seed (herb yielding seed - KJV) and trees bearing fruit (fruit tree yielding fruit - KJV).

1.  Grass = "deshe" = a sprout, grass, green.

2.  Herb = "eseb" = to glisten or be green, grass, herb.

3.  Seed = "zera" = seed, fruit, plant.

4.  Trees = "ets" = tree, wood.

5.  Fruit = "priy" = fruit, reward.

D.  These three classes can embrace all the productions of the vegetable kingdom.

1.  Vegetable or grass is a generic name for all grasses and any flowerless and seedless plants that reproduce by spores.

2.  Plants or herbs is used as a generic term for all herbaceous plants, corn, vegetables and other plants by which seed pods are formed.

3.  Trees bearing fruit are not only fruit trees but all trees and shrubs, bearing fruit in which there is a seed according to its kind, i.e. fruit with kernels.

E.  Since God created these plants, they were not the product of the powers of nature.  They came into existence in full development.  The grasses, herbs and trees sprang out of the earth each ripe for the formation of blossoms and the bearing of seed and fruit without the necessity of waiting for months and years for the plants to develop.

IV.  THE FOURTH DAY -- vs. 14-19.

A.  On this day, the sun, moon, and stars were created.

B.  "Lights" (vs. 14) compared to "light" (vs. 3).

1.  Lights = "morah" = a luminous body or luminary.

2.  Light = "or" = illuminations, bright, light.

C.  These bodies of light were created for a three-fold purpose.

1.  "To divide the day from the night".  From this time forward, these bodies of light were to regulate night from day.  For the first three days, day and night or light and darkness was regulated by something other than the bodies of light, Ps. 136:8-9.

2.  "They were to be".

a.  "for signs".

1) "for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him", Matt. 2:2.

2)  "and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them", Jer. 10:2.

b.  "for seasons"  -- To regulated definite points and periods of time which have their influence upon the animal kingdom, agriculture, navigation, human occupation, etc., Jer. 8:7.

c.  "for days and years" i.e. for the division and calculation of days and years.

3.  The bodies of light were to serve as lamps upon the earth, which is necessary for the growth and health of every creature.

D.  The sun and moon are called great in contrast with the stars according to the amount of light which shines upon the earth and determines their rule over the day and night.  This is mentioned even though many of the stars far surpass both sun and moon in magnitude and there are innumerable stars at immeasurable distances from the earth.

E.  Please recall that the elementary form of the heavens was created on the first day and they were completed on the fourth day.

F.  Some critics have contended that God would require more time to create the moon, planets, sun, Orion, Sirius, and other heavenly bodies whose magnitude is much greater than the earth.  However, we can not measure the works of God by the standard of human power.  God's omnipotence is immeasurable and man can not comprehend His power and wisdom.

V.  THE FIFTH DAY -- vs. 20-23.

A.  On this day, God created the water animals and the birds and possibly the dinosaurs.  There is also a possibility that God created them on the sixth day ("beasts of the earth").

B.  Whales (KJV) vs. sea monsters (NASV) = "tanniym" = a marine or land monster, sea serpent, whale.

C.  The creation proceeds from lower to higher states of life.  The fishes occupy a lower place in the animal kingdom than birds, and both water animals and birds occupy a lower place than land animals.

D.  It is stated in the text that "let the waters swarm with living beings" which indicates that very large numbers and variety of animals were created, Ps. 104:25.

E.  In verse 22, the water animals and fowls are endowed with the power to propagate and increase in numbers.

F.  There is much fossil evidence to show that dinosaurs did exist.  In Job 40-41, dinosaurs are discussed.

1.  The Bible mentions two dinosaurs by name and describes them in great detail. "Behemoth" (Job 40:15-24) and "Leviathan" (Job 41:1-34)  "Behemoth":   From the description found in Job, scientists have attempted to identify these animals. They believe "Behemoth" is a hippopotamus and "Leviathan" is a crocodile.  But these scientists limited their choices to non-extinct species and did not consider the possibility of dinosaurs because man and dinosaur never coexisted.

2.  First, "Behemoth" cannot be a hippopotamus because of Job 40:17 "He bends his tail like a cedar".  A hippopotamus has a short tail like a pig.  Behemoth, had a large tail shaped like a cedar tree (large and tapered). I believe a better choice is that Behemoth is a Brachiosaurus type of large land dwelling dinosaur.

3.  Second, "Leviathan" cannot be a crocodile but is probably a Elasmosaurus type of large water-dwelling dinosaur.  Here is what Job 41 says with my comments in brackets.


a.  v9 "you be laid low even at the sight of him?" (This was a large animal).


b.  v10 "No one is so fierce that he dares to arouse him".


c.  v25 "When he raises himself up, the mighty fear"; (crocodiles don't raise up at all but are always low).


d. v25 "Because of the crashing they are bewildered"(This animal was large! This animal made seismic thunder as it walked).


e.  v26 "The sword that reaches him cannot avail" (crocodiles are quite easy to kill with a good spear).


f.   v26 "Nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin" (wrestling is a sport, the crocodile usually looses) 


g.  v31 "He makes the depths boil like a pot; He makes the sea like a jar of ointment". 


h.  v32  "Behind him he makes a wake to shine" (crocodiles make little wake if any) 


i.  v34 "He looks on everything that is high" (again it was a tall animal with a long neck).

4.  What is significant about this is that if "Behemoth" and "Leviathan" are dinosaurs, then is it crystal clear that Job had either seen them personally, or there was a recent memory of them. This is contrary to the current evolutionary theory.

VI.  THE SIXTH DAY -- vs. 24-31.

A.  On this day, land animals and mankind was created.

B.  According to the scriptures, three classes of land animals were created.

1.  "Cattle" = "bhemah" = a dumb beast, especially any large quadruped or animal.  Generally, includes the large domesticated four-leg animals, i.e. cattle, sheep, etc.

2.  "Creeping thing" = "remes" = a reptile or any other rapidly moving animal.  This class includes reptiles, insects and worms.

3.  "beast of the earth" = "chay" & "erets" = (wild) beast, living (creature thing).  This class includes the freely roving wild animals, i.e. lions, elephants, etc.  Here is another place where God could have created the dinosaurs.

4.  Note that each class is to propagate "after its kind".

C.  "Let us make man in our image".

1.  This decree proclaims the distinction and preeminence of man above all other creatures of the earth for the following reasons:  1)  mankind was created in God's image, 2)  he is given dominion over all the earth and 3)  the last creative work of God.

2.  The plural "us" refers to the God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, see John 1:1-4,14.

3.  "In our image" refers to God creating the soul of man, which is in the likeness of God, and all the other characteristics of God common to man. This would include such things like our morality, free will and ability to reason. 

4.  Our soul will exist forever.  Neither Adam and Eve's sin nor our sins today will change this truth.  Certain commandments are based on having a soul.  Gen. 9:6, I Cor. 11:7, Jam. 3:9.

D.  In verses 29 and 30, the scriptures reveal that the food of both man and beast is exclusively from the vegetable kingdom.  After the flood in Gen. 9:1-3, mankind received authority from God to kill and eat animals for food.

E.  God closes this day in verse 31, "And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good".

VII.  THE SEVENTH DAY -- vs. 2:1-3.

A.  On this day, God ended the work of His creation by ceasing to create and blessing and sanctifying this day.

B.  The word "rested" in vs. 2 and 3 means to "cease, repose, rest".  The word "rested" is used in these verses to signify completion of the act of creating.  This word does not mean that God was tired from His work but instead that He was finished with this work, see Ex. 20:11, 31:17.

C.  The phrase "evening and morning" ..." does not appear at the end of the seventh day.  However, the seventh day can only be a 24-hour day to harmonize with the scripture, Ex. 20:11 and the context of how the word day is used in these passages, (see I.G).

VIII.  "THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH" -- vs. 2:4.

A.  This account from vs. 4-25 provides additional explanation of certain events that have already taken place.  It is not a second or independent story of the human race.  We can know this for certain for the following reasons.

1.  In this verse, the verb is past tense:  "when they were created".

2.  In verses 4-25, note the order of creation:  vegetable kingdom (vs. 5), male man (vs. 7), land animals (vs. 19), birds (vs. 19), and the woman (vs. 22).  This order contradicts Gen. 1.

3.  "These are the generations" refers to the history of the earth and heaven.

B.  The two words "Lord God" is the first place in the Bible where this combination of words occur.  The word "Lord" is the Hebrew word that means "self-existent, eternal, Jehovah" and the word "God" in Hebrew means "great, mighty, god".  It is used to give prominence to the fact that the Lord is the one true God who is infinitely great and the exalted one who created the heaven and the earth and who preserves and governs every creature.

IX.  THE PARADISE -- vs. 5-17.

A.  In vs. 5 and 6, there is an allusion to paradise.

1.  In these verses, the growth of the shrubs and sprouting of the herbs are represented here as dependent upon the mist and cultivation of the earth by man.

2.  We must not draw the conclusions that the creation of the plants occurred either after the creation of man since this would be in contradiction to Gen. 1:11, 12.

3.  To harmonize these scriptures, this account must refer to the planting of the Garden in Eden.

4.  Please note that the growing of the shrubs and sprouting of the herbs is different from the creation of the vegetable kingdom in that 1) the creation of the vegetable kingdom was not dependent on the mist and mankind, 2)  the trees bearing fruit is absent from this passage and 3)  the scriptures say that the plants grew versus being created.

B.  "The Lord God formed man" -- vs. 7.

1.  The word "dust" from the Hebrew word, "aphar", which means "dust, earth, clay, mud".

2.  The word "ground" is from the Hebrew word, "adamah", which means "soil, earth, ground".

3.  "Breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul".

a.  This phrase does not mean that Adam's spiritual soul was created by God's breath.  This is so because in Gen. 1:30 the scriptures state that the beast of the earth had life or according to the ASV, they had a living soul.

4.  For your information, the word man and Adam in the text are from the same Hebrew word.

man = Adam = "adam" = human being, mankind

C.  God prepared a "garden" for Adam.  This is commonly known as the "Garden of Eden", Gen. 2:15, 3:24, Joel 2:3..

1.  The word "garden" means a "garden (as fenced)".

2.  The location of this garden is uncertain.  The scriptures only say that it is "eastward in Eden".

3.  In this garden, there were the following groups of trees:  1)  the trees pleasant to the sight and good for food, 2)  the tree of life and 3) the tree of good and evil.

a.  We know that God commanded the man not to eat of the tree of good and evil, 2:17.

1)  The tree of knowledge was to lead man to the knowledge of good and evil and this was to be attained by not eating the fruit.  Through the obedience of God's command, he would have attained a god-like knowledge of good and evil.  When he violated God's will, he learned the difference between good and evil from his own guilty experience and consequently, received the resultant punishment.

b.  The tree of life would evidently cause Adam to have eternal life.  In. 3:22, 23, God sends Adam and Eve out of the garden so that he may not partake of the tree of life.  This tree is referred to in Rev. 2:7.

1)  For the tree of life, the power for eternal life was not in the physical character of the fruit since no earthly fruit possesses the power to give immortality to life.  Apparently, the tree of life and the tree of good and evil were connected in that to partake of the tree of life Adam and Eve must have not eaten the tree of good and evil.

D.  The Four Rivers -- vs. 10-14.

1.  The river started in Eden, flowed through the garden to water it and on leaving the garden, the one river was divided into four rivers.

2.  The names of the four rivers denote their geographical location.

3.  The last two rivers in vs. 14 are no doubt the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.

4.  The location of the Pison and Gihon Rivers are unknown.  The map below suggests a possible location.  Other possibilities include rivers north of the Euphrates and Tigris. 
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X.  CREATION OF THE WOMAN -- vs. 18-25.

A.  Man had a problem -- he was lonely even though he had all the animals (vs. 18).

B.  God made a helper suitable for him.

C.  According to scripture, woman was formed from Adam's rib and was called "woman" because she was taken out of man (vs. 23).

D.  God instituted marriage (vs. 24-25).  Its purpose is for companionship.

E.  Even though Adam and Eve did not have a physical father or mother, God looked down the stream of time and said that man shall leave them and cleave to his wife.

F.  God said "they shall become one flesh" and this phrase signifies sexual consummation ( I Cor. 6:16).

THE WORLD IS PROOF OF AN ALMIGHTY GOD

I.  SOME SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES.

A.  "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shewth his handwork", Ps. 19:1.

1.  heavens=8064 shamayim--dual of an unused sing.  shameh-- to be lofty, the sky (as aloft; the dual perf. alluding to the invisible arch in which the clouds move, as well as to the higher ether where the celestial bodies revolve).

2.  are telling= declare(kjv) = 5608 capfar to score with a mark as a tally or record, to inscribe, and also to enumerate.

3.  glory = 3519  kabowd -- rarely kabod splendor or copiousness, honor.  NWCD- a:  praise, honor, or distinction extended by common consent: renown b: worshipful praise, honor, and thanksgiving (giving to Glory)

4.  Heavens do not audibly speak but by their existence they are telling or declaring God's glory or in other words his splendor, his majesty, copiousness (yields something abundantly i.e. power, wisdom).

B.  "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse", Rom. 1:20.

C.  "Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness", Acts 14:17.

D.  "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him?", Ps. 8:3-4.

II.  THE COSMOS.

A.  The sun is 1,300,000 times larger than the earth.

B.  A star know as Betelgeuse in the constellation of Orion is 248 times larger than the sun.

C.  Antares in the constellation of Scorpio is 400,000,000 miles in diameter.  The earth and the sun could be put inside of this star at 93,000,000 miles apart.

D.  Astronomers believe that there are more than 300,000,000 solar systems.

E.  The earth makes an annual trip around the sun of more than 292 million miles traveling at the speeds of about 33,333 miles per hour.  Except for a leap year occurring every fourth year, the earth makes this revolution around the sun in 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 seconds.  For all these thousands of years, the earth has made this annual trip and has not been off-time one second.

F.  Stars are Innumerable and vastness of the universe.

1.  Jer. 33:22:  "As the host of heaven cannot be counted, and the sand of the sea cannot be measured ...".

2.  Astronomical distances are measured in light years.

a.  1 light-year = six trillion miles (6 X 1012).  Light speed = 700,000,000 mph or 190,000 mps.

1)  Distance around equator is 25,000 miles and light will travel around the earth 7 times in one second.

2)  Distance from earth to the Sun is 93M miles= 3700x distance around the earth.

3)  Light travel sun to earth in 500 seconds or 8.3 minutes.

4)  1 light year = 66,000 times from earth to sun.

3.  Our Solar System -- 9 planets, 50 moons, diameter 7.2 billion miles or 0.0012 ly, takes Pluto about 250 years to make 1 revolution.

4.  Milky Way Galaxy.

a.  Size 100,000 LY in diameter and 10,000 LY thick.

b.  100 billion stars in our galaxy.

5.  Our Universe -  10 billion - 1 trillion galaxies in our universe.

6.  God created in 1-24 hour period.

G.  Order of the Heavens.

1.  Job. 38:31-33:  "Can you bind the chains of the Pleidades, or loose the cords of Orion?  Can you lead forth a constellation in its season, and guide the Bear with her satellites?  Do you know the ordinances of the heavens, or fix their rule over the earth?"
a).  bind=7194=qashar;to tie, phys. bind, conspire, join together, knit

b)  chains= kjv sweet influences=4575= maadannah;a bond ie influence

c)  Pleiades=3598;kiymah; a cluster of star ie Pleiades, seven stars.

1)  Also called 7 sisters galactic star cluster (M45).

2)  About 415 ly away.

3)  In constellation of Taurus.

4)  400 stars, six visible to naked eye.

5)  Named after 7 nymphs of Greek mythology.

d)  cords=kjv bonds

e)  Orion=3685;keciyl;any notable constellation spec. Orion

1)  Constellation Orion as known as "the Hunter".

2)  Betelgeuse -- one of the largest stars known.

3)  This star is so large that the earth and sun could fit inside at 92M miles apart.

f)  mazzaroth=4216 apparently from (05144) in the sense of distinction 

Definition = Mazzaroth.  The 12 signs of the Zodiac and their 36 associated constellations 

g)  Bear=kjv Areturus

h)  Satellites=kjv sons= 1121;ben a son in the widest sense; 

i)  ordinances=4941 mishap a verdict pronounced judicially,  order.

j)  rule = KJV dominion = 4896; jurisdiction, dominion.

2.  Ps.  19:4:  "Their line has gone out through all the earth..."

a)  line = 6957 qav a cord esp. for measuring fig. a rule,

3.  Prov. 8:28:  "When He made firm the skies above ..."
a)  firm = kjv established = 553; amats prim root to be alert; establish, fortify, strengthen.

4.  Jer. 31:35:  "Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day, and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night..."
5.  Navigation accurate for travel --  "Stars are seen in same relative positions night after night, year after year."

6.  Things not running into each other, moon at right distance, all the laws gravity, magnet, etc. are just right.

7.  Example.  Earth's Trip around sun.  The earth makes an annual trip around the sun of more than 292 million miles traveling at the speeds of about 33,333 miles per hour (or 44 mach; speed sound = 767 mph).  Except for a leap year occurring every fourth year, the earth makes this revolution around the sun in 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 seconds.  For all these thousands of years, the earth has made this annual trip and has not been off-time one second.

H.  Article: "What Does the Universe Tell Us About God?", Return to God Magazine, Volume 1 Number 3, page 16).   Now more than any other time in history we have an abundance of scientific evidence regarding the creation of the universe and the way it works. This evidence, though surprising to some scientists, is very consistent with the concept of God as the Creator. Let's look at how recent discoveries and the design of the universe are testaments to God's creative power.

DISCOVERIES PROVE CREATION EVENT OCCURRED

"It is the discovery of the century, if not of all time." -- Stephen Hawking, Cambridge University.

"What we have found is evidence for the birth of the universe...It's like looking at God" -- George Smoot, University of California at Berkeley.

[The idea that God created the universe is] "a more respectable hypothesis today than at any time in the last hundred years." -- Frederic B. Burnham, science historian.

The scientists were referring to a discovery on April 24, 1992 by an American research team from data obtained through the COBE (Cosmic Background Explorer) Satellite. This discovery substantiated the "big bang" theory of the creation of the universe. The "big bang" theory states that "the entire physical universe -- all the matter and energy, and even the four dimensions of space and time -- burst forth from a state of infinite, or near infinite, density, temperature and pressure. The universe expanded from a volume very much smaller than the period at the end of this sentence, and it continues to expand." (1) 

Discoveries prior to COBE had shown that the universe was expanding, 

as would be expected after an explosive creation event. Earlier COBE missions had shown that the universe must have had an extremely hot beginning 15 to 20 billion years ago because the background radiation temperature is now very low and smooth. But scientists expected to find slight variations in the background radiation. These variations would explain how galaxies "clumped" while background radiation remained smooth. The April 1992 COBE measurements and subsequently released data showed exactly the kind of slight variations in background radiation that scientists expected to find. Scientists now know that the universe was created by a single hot explosive creation event. 

CREATION EVENT IMPLIES A CREATOR

How does a single hot, explosive creation event prove the existence of God? Many belief systems that deny the existence of God have resisted the idea of a "big bang" creation event, instead favoring hypotheses such as the Steady State model, which claims the universe has always existed or the Oscillating Universe model, which claims the universe expands and contracts, essentially recreating itself, without requiring an ultimate beginning. The proof of a creation event, or beginning of the universe shakes the foundations of non Judeo-Christian belief systems -- for there to be a beginning, there must be a Beginner, outside of our universe. The argument for the existence of God follows.(2)

1. Everything that begins to exist must have a cause of its existence.

2. The universe began to exist (we can scientifically prove).

Therefore, the universe must have a cause of its existence.

Einstein, who initially discovered that the universe was expanding and decelerating (which pointed to a "big bang" creation event) came to accept the idea of a beginner, or "superior reasoning power"(3), but did not accept the idea of a personal God, such as the God of the Bible (see "Einstein Believed in a Creator" at the end of this article).

The physical properties of the universe are also a testament to a Designer. When we examine the universe, we see not a random conglomeration, but a very carefully crafted design. 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE SUBSTANTIATES AN INTELLIGENT CREATOR

Most of us take for granted the environment in which we live and the scientific properties that make our life here possible. For example, we may think that the stars we see are beautiful, or perhaps may have planets of their own where perhaps there may be other life, but few of us realize that the approximately hundred-billion-trillion stars must be there for life to be possible on earth. The stars comprise the mass density of the universe, which determines how efficiently nuclear fusion operates. If the mass density was too great, the stars (for example our sun) would have burned too quickly and not steadily enough to support a planet with life. If the mass density was too small, the heavier elements necessary for life would have never formed. 

Supernova eruptions, which regularly occur in our universe, are necessary to produce elements such as iron and calcium, which are essential for life. Indeed, the basic building blocks for life depend on a very delicate, finely-tuned balance of the physical properties of our universe. Table 1 lists the twenty five characteristics that researchers have uncovered that must fall within narrow ranges for life to exist. Table 2 describes some of these characteristics in more detail.

TABLE 1 - KEY PROPERTIES OF THE UNIVERSE WHICH MUST FALL WITHIN NARROW VALUES TO SUPPORT LIFE

Basic building blocks for life depend on a very delicate, finely-tuned balance of the physical properties of the universe. This table lists twenty five properties of the universe whose values must fall within very narrow ranges in order for life to exist.  Derived from "The Creator and the Cosmos" by Hugh Ross, Copyright 1993, used by permission of NavPress.

- Strong nuclear force constant

- Weak nuclear force constant

- Gravitational force constant

- Electromagnetic force constant

- Ratio of electromagnetic force constant to gravitational force constant

- Ratio of electron to proton mass

- Ratio of protons to electrons

- Expansion rate of the universe

- Entropy level of the universe

- Mass density of the universe

- Velocity of light

- Age of the universe

- Initial uniformity of radiation

- Fine structure constant

- Average distance between stars

- Decay rate of the proton 

- 12 Carbon to 16 Oxygen energy level ratio

- Ground state energy level for 4 Helium

- Decay rate of 8 Beryllium

- Mass excess of the neutron over the proton

- Initial excess of nucleons over antinucleons

- Polarity of the water molecule

- Supernova eruptions

- White dwarf binaries

- Ratio of exotic to ordinary matter

TABLE 2 - VALUES OF SOME KEY PROPERTIES OF THE UNIVERSE REQUIRED TO SUPPORT LIFE

This sample of key values and the results of varying the values in any direction evidence the delicate balance of the values of the properties of the universe required for life.  Derived from "The Creator and the Cosmos" by Hugh Ross, Copyright 1993, used by permission of NavPress.

To support life, elements must bond together to form molecules. Two factors are required to allow molecular bonding. They are:

* Strength of the force of electromagnetism

  - If the force of electromagnetism was greater, atoms would not share electrons with other atoms

  - If the force of electromagnetism was weaker, atoms could not hold on to electrons at all.

* Ratio of the mass of the electron to the mass of the proton  

  - If the ratio isn't delicately balanced, chemical bonding could not take place.  Atoms must be able to form to provide the elements required for life molecules. To support formation of atoms, the strong nuclear force, the weak nuclear force and gravity must each be delicately balanced.

* The strong nuclear force determines the degree to which protons and neutrons (some components of atoms) stick together.

  - If the strong nuclear force was slightly greater (0.3% stronger) life would be impossible because all protons and neutrons would bind together. There would be only heavy elements in the universe.

  - If the strong nuclear force was slightly weaker (2%) life would be impossible because protons and neutrons would not stick together.  Only one element, hydrogen would exist in the universe.

* The weak nuclear force governs the rates of radioactive decay

  - If the weak nuclear force was much stronger, matter would be converted into heavy elements

  - If the weak nuclear force was much weaker, matter would remain in the form of the lightest elements

* The strength of the force of gravity determines how hot the stars burn

  - If the force of gravity was stronger, stars would burn up too quickly and erratically for life to exist

  - If the force of gravity was weaker, stars wouldn't be hot enough for nuclear fusion; no heavy elements would be produced.

There must be the right number and mass of protons, neutrons and 

electrons in the universe in order to have life.

* Neutrons are and must be 0.138% more massive than protons

  - If neutrons were an additional 0.1% more massive, there wouldn't be enough of them to make heavy elements necessary for life.

  - If neutrons were 0.1% less massive, protons would more rapidly decay into neutrons and all the stars in the universe would have collapsed.

* The number of electrons must be equal to the number of protons

  - If the number of protons and electrons aren't balanced, galaxies, stars and planets would have never formed because electromagnetic forces would have overcome gravitational forces.

The rate of expansion of the universe is how it must be to support life.

* If the universe expanded more quickly, matter would disperse and not form into galaxies, stars or planets.

* If the universe expanded too slowly, matter would clump too much and the universe would collapse in a super-dense lump.

EARTH - UNIQUELY ABLE TO SUPPORT LIFE

It is interesting to speculate about the possibility of life on other planets in other galaxies, however scientists have calculated the probability of life existing elsewhere in the universe at much less than one chance in a quintillion(4).  The earth is very uniquely suited to support life. It resides in a spiral galaxy that has the right rate of supernova events to provide sufficient heavy elements essential to life, without life-destroying radiation. Our sun is the right distance away from other stars in our galaxy to prevent gravitational interactions that would disrupt orbits of the planets, yet still have an even distribution of the heavy elements necessary for life.

Our sun has the very specific mass that is necessary to maintain a temperature suitable for life on earth. The distance between the sun and the earth is correct to maintain the earth's current rotation rate and to maintain the correct temperature to sustain life. Planets closer to the sun, such as Venus or Mercury have rotation periods of months, which create wide temperature differentials incompatible with life. The distance between the sun and earth is also what it must be to support the stability of liquid water, which is necessary for life to exist. If the distance between the sun and earth changed as little as 2%, all life would cease to exist.

The moon also is as it must be to support life on earth. It is unique in our solar system in that it is large relative to its planet. It's resulting gravitational pull stabilizes the tilt of the earth and also helps the sea waters be cleansed and their nutrients replenished through the tidal cycle.  We have described just a few of many parameters of the earth, moon, sun and galaxy that must fall within very narrowly defined ranges for life to exist. Table 3 lists some of the parameters that must be just as they are to have life on earth.

TABLE 3 - PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF EARTH AND SOLAR SYSTEM NECESSARY TO SUPPORT LIFE

There must be one sun (or "parent star") to support life.

* If more than one sun in planetary system, tidal interactions would disrupt planetary orbits.

* If no sun in planetary system, heat produced would be insufficient for life.

The distance from the earth to the sun is just as it must be to support life.

* If the earth was farther from the sun, the planet would be too cool for a stable water cycle.

* If the earth was closer to the sun, the planet would be too warm for a 

  stable water cycle.

The atmosphere has the correct mixture of gases: 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, .93% Argon, .035% carbon dioxide and .035% other gases.

* If the atmosphere had 25% oxygen or more, spontaneous fires would break out because oxygen is flammable.

* If the atmosphere had 15% oxygen or less, air breathing creatures would suffocate.

* If the atmosphere had more carbon dioxide, the earth may become warmer (greenhouse effect).

* If the atmosphere had less carbon dioxide, plants would starve.

The  surface gravity escape velocity is as it must be to support life.

* If just a few percent stronger, the atmosphere would retain methane and ammonia (molecular weights 16 and 17 ).

* If just a few percent weaker, the planet's atmosphere would lose too much water (molecular weight 18).

Tilt of earth's axis (23.5 degrees) gives us our moderate seasons.

* If the tilt was greater-for example, Uranus has a 98 degree tilt- such a tilt on earth would cause periodic continental flooding and long periods of darkness.

* If the earth's tilt was less - for example, Venus has no tilt -the lack of tilt would cause equatorial areas to grow hotter and the ice caps to expand.

Proximity of moon is correct.

* If 1/5 the distance away, tides would completely submerge continents twice a day.

* If no close moon, the earth would "wobble", as does Mars, causing vast irregularities of tilt, thus extreme variations in climate.

Rate of earth's rotation is correct.

* If 1/10th the present rate, plant life would burn during the day and freeze at night.

* If faster, wind velocities would rise to catastrophic levels. For example, Jupiter has a 10-hour rotation period and thousand mph winds.

Thickness of the earth's crust is correct.

* If the crust was thicker, too much oxygen would be transferred from the atmosphere to the crust.

* If the crust was thinner, volcanic and tectonic activity would be too great.

The water vapor level in the atmosphere is as it should be.

* If the water vapor level was greater, runaway greenhouse effect would develop.

* If water vapor level was less, rainfall would be too meager for advanced life on the land.

Color of the sun is correct.

* If the sun was more red, the photosynthetic response would be insufficient.

* If the sun was more blue, the photosynthetic response would be insufficient.

WHAT DOES THIS TELL US ABOUT GOD?

The Designer of our universe created everything we know out of nothing (a volume much smaller than the period at the end of this sentence). "By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible." -- Hebrews 11:3.  God must exist outside the four dimensions in which we live: length, width, height and time, for Him to have called them into being (see "Beyond the Created Dimensions" in this issue). He is an eternal, transcendent Creator. Scripture speaks of his existence before the beginning of time: "This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time" -- 2 Timothy 1:9; "...you loved me before the creation of the world." -- John 17:24; "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth -- Genesis 1:1.

The design of the universe, the galaxy, the solar system and our planet are just as they must be to support life on earth. This design speaks of God's omnipotence, His skill as a Creator and His wisdom. The intricacies of design, the interrelationships, interdependence, function and beauty of His design are awesome. His design also speaks clearly of how much He cares for us. When we consider that a hundred-billion-trillion stars are necessary to support human life, we can begin to understand the amount of care God took to construct the universe just so it can support life on our planet. "When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?" -- Psalm 8:3-4.

The universe speaks very clearly indeed about our Creator, Who is eternal, wise, powerful, omnipotent, and most assuredly, cares very much about us.

EINSTEIN BELIEVED IN A CREATOR

Einstein's equations of general relativity, published in 1915 and 1916 provided profound implications about the origin of the universe. These equations show that the universe is simultaneously expanding and decelerating, a phenomena best described as an explosion. The fact that the universe was created by an explosion implies a Beginner who caused the explosion. Einstein resisted this conclusion and initially tried to hypothesize a new force of physics that would cancel out the deceleration and expansion factors, allowing the universe to be in a static state for an infinite period of time. However, in 1929, astronomer Edwin Hubbell measured forty different galaxies, proving that the galaxies are expanding away from each other.

As a result of Hubbell's findings, Einstein acknowledged "the necessity for a beginning"(5) and "the presence of a superior reasoning power"(3).  He did not accept, however, that the "superior reasoning power" was the God of the Bible.  Einstein was Jewish but had been educated at a Catholic school. When rabbis and priests came to congratulate him on his discovery of God, he replied that he was convinced that the God that brought the universe into existence was intelligent and creative, but he denied that God was personal. He couldn't get beyond the paradox of God's omnipotence and man's responsibility for his choices:  "If this being is omnipotent, then every occurrence, including every human action, every human thought, and every human feeling and aspiration is also His work; how is it possible to think of holding men responsible for their deeds and thoughts before such an almighty Being? In giving out punishment and rewards He would to a certain extent be passing judgment on Himself. How can this be combined with the goodness and righteousness ascribed to Him?(6)"

Unfortunately, none of the rabbis or priests could provide him a satisfactory answer, rather they said that God had not yet revealed the answer and that he should blindly trust Him.  Einstein could not accept that answer and did not pursue the idea of a personal God any further. He held to the idea of an intelligent Creator but never accepted the idea of a personal God.  For an answer to Einstein's question about the paradox of God's omnipotence and man's responsibility for his choices, see the article 

referenced in the Return to God home page, "Beyond the Created Dimensions".

II.  The Earth.

A. Foundations.

1.  Ps.  104:5:  "He established the earth upon its foundations, So that it will not totter forever and ever."
2.  Prov. 8:29:  "When He set for the sea its boundary, So that the water should not transgress His command".
3.  Gen 1:9-10:  "Then God said,  Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so.  And God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good."
a. Land 776 = erets prob. mean, to be firm, the earth (at large or partitively a lnad) common, country, earth, field, ground land nations way, wilderness, world.

b.  earth 776 = 

c.  dry  3004 = yabbawshaw from 3001 dry ground; dry ( ground, land).  3001=to dry up.

4.  Jer. 31:37:  "Thus says the Lord,  If the heavens above can be measured, And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done, declares the Lord."  
5.  Job 38:4,6:  "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell Me, if you have understanding"  vs. 6  "On what were its bases sunk?  Or who laid its cornerstone".  vs. 8-11:  "Or who enclosed the sea with door, when, bursting forth, it went out from the womb;  When I made a cloud its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, And I placed boundaries on it, and I set a bolt and doors, And I said, thus far you shall come, but no farther; And here shall your proud waves stop?"
a.  vs. 4 foundation 3245 = yacas, to set establish, lay the foundation,

b.  vs. 6 bases or foundation kjv 134 = eden a basis (of building, a column), foundation, socket.

c.  Job declared that these "foundations" of the earth to be designed and measured when laid.  In the 6th verse a different Hebrew word is used to describe these "foundations".  The word translated "bases" is from "eden", which literally means "foundation sockets".  Therefore this verse would literally read, concerning dry land,  "On what were its foundation sockets made to sink into?"  Job in 8-11 writes that this design "shut up the sea with doors", and "mark out for it" its permanent "bounds".  In Jer. 31, implies that man will not be able to "search out" the earth's foundation "below".  He parallels this with the impossibility of man to measure the heavens or cause the laws of the universe to depart from God.

6.  By using sensitive seismic instruments that transmit information about the earth's interior, geologist learned much during the 1964 Alaskan earthquake.  Geologists have cooperated in a major study of this earthquake using information from 100 stations located in more than 50 countries.  Measurements of seismic wave velocities indicated that the upper surface of the mantle rock changes from about five miles below sea level at the edges of the continents down to depths averaging 310 miles.  Thus, a bowl is formed for the continental material extending deep into the foundation Mantle Rock.

7.  With today's chronometers we can tell the speed with which these waves travel through the earth, thus establishing the densities of the materials.  The Mantle Rock provides a constant velocity path for "P" shocks of 8,1 km/sec., indicating very heavy granite type rock.  This Mantle Rock is now known to be the "foundation" of our planet.  Its inside contains a fluid core and its outside shapes the continents and sea basins.  It is covered by only two to three miles of sediment under the oceans, then it dips deep beneath the continents providing sockets for the six continents to rest in.  Thus, scientists have learned that the Mantle Rock gives this terrestrial sphere the division of earth and water on its surface by providing a fundamentally different geological structure for both.

B.  Recesses of the Deep.

1.  Job 38:16:  "Have you entered into the springs of the sea?  Or have you walked in the recesses of the deep?"
2.  II Sam. 22:16:  "Then the channels of the sea appeared, the foundations of the world were laid bare, by the rebuke of the Lord, at the blast of the breath of His nostrils."

3.  Job and David spoke of "recesses" or "channels" of the sea.  David claimed the bottom of these would penetrate to "the foundations of the world."

4.  The systematic crisscrossing of both private and military boats using sounding equipment has, since 1945, give us our current knowledge.  We now know these gigantic under water canyons circle the globe at great depths, the deepest recorded to date being the Marinas Trench near the Philippines which is over seven miles deep, the Tonga Trench which is a mile deeper than Mt. Everest is high, and Peru-Chile Trench has one wall that rises over 42,000 feet (about 8 miles deep).  Our Grand Canyon is but a miniature of the sea canyons ( 1 mile deep 5,280 feet).

C.  Springs in the Ocean.

1.  Job. 38:16a:  "Have you entered into the springs of the sea?"
2.  Gen. 7:11:  "In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened."
3.  Prov. 8:28:  "When He made firm the skies above, when the springs of the deep became fixed".
4.  The composite information of these writers shows that they understood there to be underwater "springs" or "fountains" on the ocean floor.  The openings were large enough for a person to walk into.  They have been a source of water since the oceans were formed, including an exceptionally heavy flow for forty day during which time water rose to cover the mountains.

5.  Unknown sources were found to be providing fresh water welling up to the surface in the ocean.  Some of these sources have been discovered, by using deep sea diving equipment, to be large underground rivers flowing within the continental shelf.  Their headwaters are at a high inland mountainous elevation while their outlet is where the continental shelf drops abruptly to the ocean floor.

6.  It was not until Oceanography research ships plied the seas after World War II, using the latest equipment including explosive charges for their depth recorders, that underwater volcanoes were discovered.  There are estimated to be at least 10,000 volcanoes dotting the floor of the Pacific Ocean alone.

7.  Research by Dr. William W. Rubey of USGS has shown that the present rate of water release is about 430 million tons per year (2.5 billion gallons).  The earth's heat drives the entrapped water from underground molten rock and forces it out through one of these natural openings.

8.  Dr. Lawrence J. Kulp of Columbia University has shown this release of new water is possible since the earth is estimated to have 1/2 to 1% of its weight in water entrapped within its rocks.  Dr. Kulp's measurements resulted in the following conclusions.

a.  Measured water in a rock averages 1/2 to 1% of its weight.

b.  The earth weighs about 6 billion trillion (6x1021) tons.

c.  There 1/2% of the earth's weight is 30 million trillion (30x1019) tons.

d.  If 6% escaped from the interior of the earth, it would be enough to fill all the seas, or 2 million trillion (2x1018) tons (1x1019 gallons).

III.  THE HUMAN BODY AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS.

A.  Eye.

1.  The pupil or that part of the eye through which the light enters, dilates and contracts according to the amount of light needed for vision.

2.  When we look at a near object, the eye changes its shape and becomes elongated as though it were squeezed in the middle.  But when we look at a distant object, it goes back to its round convex shape.

3.  We have glands behind our eyes that produce a salty fluid that keeps the eye washed.

4.  This fluid drains through two tiny holes in the nose where it is dried up by our breathing.

5.  Did evolution develop this salty solution and then bore these holes in the nose?

6.  In his landmark publication, The Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, Darwin avowed,  "To suppose that the eye, with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree possible."  He labeled this dilemma as the problem of "organs of extreme perfection and complication.".  Consider for a moment the incredible complexity of the human eye.  It consists of a ball with a lens on one side and a light-sensitive retina made up of rods and cones inside the other.  The lens itself has a sturdy protective covering called a cornea and sits over an iris designed to protect the eye from excessive light.  The eye contains a fantastic watery substance that is replaced every four hours, while tear glands continuously flush the outside clean.  In addition, an eyelid sweeps secretions over the cornea to keep it moist, and eyelashes protect it from dust..  It is one thing to stretch credibility by suggesting that the complexities of the eye evolved by chance; it is quite another to surmise that the eye could have evolved in concert with myriad other coordinated functions.  As a case in point, extraordinarily tuned muscles surround the eye for precision mobility and shape the lens for the function of focus.  Additionally, consider that fact that as you read this document, a vast number of impulses are traveling from your eyes through millions of nerve fibers that transmit information to a complex computing center in the brain called the visual cortex.

7.  Article: "Can Evolution Produce an Eye?  Not a Chance!", Dr. David N. Menton, Ph.D.

The human brain consists of approximately 12 billion cells, forming120 trillion interconnections.  The light sensitive retina of the eye (which is really part of the brain) contains over 10 million photo-receptor cells.  These cells capture the light pattern formed by the lens and convert it into complex electrical signals, which are then sent to a special area of the brain where they are transformed into the sensation we call vision.  In an article in Byte magazine (April 1985), John Stevens compares the signal processing ability of the cells in the retina with that of the most sophisticated computer designed by man, the Cray supercomputer:  "While today's digital hardware is extremely impressive, it is clear that the human retina's real-time performance goes unchallenged.  Actually, to simulate 10 milliseconds (one hundredth of a second) of the complete processing of even a single nerve cell from the retina would require the solution of about 500 simultaneous nonlinear differential equations 100 times and would take at least several minutes of processing time on a Cray supercomputer.  Keeping in mind that there are 10 million or more such cells interacting with each other in complex ways, it would take a minimum of 100 years of Cray time to simulate what takes place in your eye many times every second."

If a supercomputer is obviously the product of intelligent design, how much more obviously is the eye a product of intelligent design?  And yet, evolutionists are dead certain that the human eye (and everything else in nature) came into being by pure chance and the intrinsic properties of nature!  Evolutionists occasionally admit that it is difficult for even them to believe such a thing.  Ernst Mayr, for example, has conceded that:  "...it is a considerable strain on one's credulity to assume that finely balanced systems such as certain sense organs (the eye of vertebrates, or the bird's feather) could be improved by random mutations." (Systematics and the Origin of Species, p. 296).

B.  The heart and circulatory system.

1.  The human heart is a hollow muscle with four chambers or cavities.

2.  It pumps the blood out through the arteries to all the body and brings it back through the veins by the same beat of the heart.

3.  Two of the chambers (ventricles) of the heart send blood out -- one sending blood to the lungs and the other to the body after it has been through the lungs.

4.  The other two chambers (auricles) receive blood as it comes back.

5.  The whole mass of the blood in the body is about 25 pounds and it all passes through the heart about 14 times each hour (350 pounds of blood per hour).

C.  How did the following characteristics of man evolve from lifeless matter which have no material form?

1.  Articulate speech.

2.  Power of abstract reasoning.

3.  Appreciation of the beauties of nature.

4.  Enjoyment of music.

5.  Moral sense.

6.  Conscience.

7.  Religious faith.

8.  Belief in God.

IV.  THE WILDLIFE

A.  Woodpecker.

1.  This bird has feet especially designed for holding its body upright to a tree.

2.  The tail feathers are designed to brace its body in proper position as it works on the tree.

3.  The bill is like a chisel, tough and sharp for digging into a tree.

4.  Between the woodpecker's head and beak lays a cushion that acts for protection against the constant banging of its head.

5.  The barbed-shaped tongue enables the woodpecker to reach into the holes for insects.

6.  How can evolution explain the self-development of a woodpecker?

B.  Water Spider.

1.  This insect is an air-breathing animal but it lives underwater.

2.  How did this spider evolve its body and habits so as to be able to live underwater?

3.  If this insect developed organs to live underwater, it would need these organs right from the beginning or else it would have drowned.

C.  Salmon Fish.

1.  These fish live in a cycle of four years and always return to the water of their birth to die.

2.  Salmon are hatched in rivers of the northwest and go out to sea where they stay until its time to reproduce and die.

3.  When returning to the native waters, these fish always find the same river or creek in which they were spawned.

4.  How are they able to identify their birthplace after years in the sea?  What in the process of evolution would cause the salmon to return to the same place they were born?

D.  Deer.

1.  At birth, a baby deer has spots that make it difficult to be seen.

2.  Reaching adulthood, the spots disappear since it can outrun most of its enemies at this time.

3.  How did evolution provide this protection on a temporary basis and why would not the spots remain in adulthood?

E.  Horse.

1.  Job 39:19-25:  "Do you give the horse his might?  Do you clothe his neck with a mane?  Do you make him leap like the locust?  His majestic snorting is terrible.  He paws in the valley, and rejoices in his strength; He goes out to meet the weapons.  He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; And he does not turn back from the sword.  The quiver rattles against him, The flashing spear and javelin.  With shaking and rage he races over the ground; And he does not stand still at the voice of the trumpet.  As often as the trumpet sounds he says, 'Aha!' And he scents the battle from afar, And thunder of the captains, and the war cry."

2.  Horses long neck places its large eyes up where they can easily survey the horizon for danger and wide-set eyes have abroad field of vision to the side and rear.  Teachers look right to turn right.

3.  its strength and speed about 0.5 -1 ton comparable to small car in weight can travel from speeds of 30-40 mph.  It anatomy is suited for speed:  long, slender lower legs bearing weight on a single toe combined with muscular upper legs make the horse very quick.  Has great lung capacity for endurance.

4.  mane what purpose - beauty.  Markings on head and legs set it apart for all other horses.

5.  Sense fear.

F.  Eagle.

1.  Job 39:27-30:  "Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up, and makes his nest on high?  On the cliff he swells and lodges, upon the rocky crag, an inaccessible place.  From there he spies out food; His eyes see it from afar.  His young ones also suck up blood; and where the slain are, there is he."
2.  Eyesight 4 times a powerful as humans.  Can spot a rabbit, 4 miles away.

3.  Wing Span of 4-8 feet(my arm span 5.5') but only weighs 7-10 pounds(1 gal milk 8 lbs.):  hollow bones, near weightless feathers, 1/2 weight is its wing muscles.

4.  Has a 3rd eye lid -- used in protecting its eyes when feeding its young.  Curls up its talons when walking in the nest, turns its eggs once per hour to prevent chicks sticking to the shell.

THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION

I.  THE THEORY

A.  "Footsteps of Darwin".

1.  Charles Robert Darwin was born in England on February 12, 1809, the same day as Abraham Lincoln.

2.  He was the son of Dr. Robert Waring Darwin, a well know physician and the grandson of the even more noted Dr. Erasmas Darwin, physician, naturalist and, as a sometime poet, the author of the Zoonomia.
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3.  In that work he wrote,  "Would it be too bold to imagine that in the great length of time since the earth began to exist perhaps millions of ages before the common cement of the history of mankind -- would it be too bold to imagine that all warm-blooded animals have arisen from one living filament."

4.  As Charles Darwin grew up, his grandfather's book was often discussed.

5.  Charles was sent to Cambridge University from 1828 to 1831 to take the requisite degree to become a clergyman in the Church of England.

6.  One of the professors of botany invited Darwin on an extensive 5 year exploratory -- scientific expedition on the H.M.S. Beagle.  On December 27, 1831, they began their journey and the path of their journey is shown below.
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Darwin’s love for general natural history led him into
friendship with the Professor of Botany at Cambridge, John
Stevens Henslow. Shortly after Darwin graduated, but before
he had decided on a particular future employment, Henslow
recommended him for a post as an unpaid naturalist to ac-
company HMS Beagle, bound for a circumnavigation of the
world with particular attention to surveying the coasts of
South America. That this post was eventually awarded to
Darwin now seems like a long chance. Others were asked be-
fore him, but refused; his father strongly opposed the idea,
but was eventually persuaded to approve; and when Darwin
finally wrote to accept (after refusing initially) he had a com-
petitor. The deciding factor seems to have been that he was a
charming and likeable person and impressed the captain of
the Beagle, Robert FitzZRoy. The unpaid naturalist was to be a
companion to FitzRoy, otherwise doomed to isolation in
lonely splendor from his crew during the years of voyage. To
win the approval of the captain was thus an essential test.
The experience of the voyage was to bring Darwin’s attention
to the problem of the origins of the marvelous adaptations
that he observed in animals and plants across the world.

HMS Beagle left Devonport, England on December 27,
1831 and sailed to the Cape Verde Islands, where Darwin did

The route of the Beagle, 1831-1836.
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7.  On January 16, 1832, the Beagle came to anchor at Praia in the Cape Verde Islands (off of West Africa).  He noticed a broad band of white stretching for miles along the face of the sea cliff.  Climbing up to investigate, he found embedded in the white calcareous stone thousands of sea shells, many of them like the shells he had gathered on the beach below.

8.  Then, they sailed to Brazil and then to Argentina.  Along an old river bed in the Argentina jungle, Darwin noticed some fossil bones projecting from the gravel and red mud.  In this area, he unearthed the remains of nine large quadrupeds, which he believed belonged to an extinct species.  Also, he dug up a decayed tooth of a horse.  This was before the Spanish colonists brought horses to the South American Continent.

9.  In December 1832, the Beagle sailed into the stormy waters off Tierra del Fuego at the tip of the continent.  There they met a band of Fuegian natives.  Darwin noted that these natives had survived the cold, inhospitable climate with only skimpy clothing.

10.  On February 20, 1835, Darwin felt an earthquake on the island of Chiloe on the western coast of South America.  In a nearby bay, he supposedly measured that the land had risen 2 to 3 feet.

11.  Then he and the exploration party ventured on land and crossed the Andes.  Darwin discovered sea shells embedded in the rock at 13,000 feet.

12.  In September 1835, the Beagle headed westward into the Pacific to the Galapagos Islands.  There on these islands, he observed the following:  1)  two large tortoises (about 200 pounds each), 2)  large black lizards some four feet long that ate plants on dry land and sea weed, 3)  13 different species of finches which were very similar but yet different.  After his journey, Darwin discovered that most of the species on these islands resembled those on the American mainland, some 500 to 600 miles over the sea.
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13.  On October 2, 1836, they returned to England and their journey was completed.

B.  The Development of the Theory.

1.  Darwin returned to the university to edit his journal for publication and to catalog all the specimens he had collected on the voyage.

2.  During this time, he read an article by Thomas Malthus titled,  "An Essay on the Principle of Population."  In this article, Malthus argued that the human race would overrun the earth if not held in check by war, famine and disease.  He pictured a constant, unrelenting struggle.

3.  After reading this book, Darwin wrote, "It at once struck me that under these circumstances favorable variations would tend to be preserved and unfavorable ones to be destroyed.  I had at last got a theory by which to work."

4.  Twenty one years later on November 24, 1859, the first edition of The Origin of Species was published which was his main work on evolution.

5.  In this book, his theory was based on three facts and two deductions drawn from these facts.

Fact 1:  All living things vary.

Fact 2:  All living groups tend to increase in geometric ratio.

Fact 3:  The numbers of a species tend nevertheless to remain

                             fairly constant.

Deduction 1:  There is a struggle for existence.

Deduction 2:  In that struggle the fittest survive.

6.  In The Origin of Species, Darwin did not deal directly with man's ancestry.  However, on February 24, 1871, Darwin's book, The Descent of Man and Selection in Relations to Sex, was published.

7.  In this book, Darwin acknowledged that 1) man does vary like other animals, 2)  man is involved in a struggle for existence in which the most beneficial variations are preserved and the least favorable eliminated, 3)  his bodily form does show traces of his descent and 4)  man's special qualities of mind and morality could have been produced by evolution.

8.  He noted in this book that man's body was similar to another animal's bodies in the bone structure, brain reproductive processes, susceptibility to infection and parasites.  He also pointed out that man bore within him a number of vestigial organs (useless to his modern mode of life but useful in his past).  There were the wisdom teeth, the appendix and the tail bone.

C.  A Modern Theory of Evolution (taken from Life on Earth, Attenborough, David, 1979).

1.  Beginning of life from non-life matter.

a.  Clouds of vapor initially surrounded the earth.

b.  Many volcanoes spewed lava and ash.

c.  Atmosphere consisted of hydrogen, carbon monoxide, ammonia and methane gases.  Little or no oxygen was present.

d.  Many ultraviolet rays penetrated the atmosphere due to its composition.  Also, many electrical storms raged.

e.  Laboratory experiments conducted in the 1950's showed that amino acids could be formed under these conditions.

f.  After millions of years the concentration of the substances increased and the molecules formed complex compounds.

g.  Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) was formed which transmits characteristics from one generation to the next.

h.  Occasionally, the DNA copying process involved in reproduction may go wrong and the first organisms began to evolve.

i.  Bacteria fed on various carbon compounds and produced oxygen gas.

j.  Some of the oxygen changed in form to ozone that shielded many of the ultraviolet rays hitting the earth’s surface.

k.  Single-cell life known as Protozoa was formed.

2.  Single-cell organism developed into more complex life.

a.  Single-cell organisms developed into multi cellular sponges.

b.  Sponges evolved into jelly fish.

c.  Jelly fish changed into segmented worms and fossil pens.

d.  Shelled animals like clams, sea snails, shrimp and lobster were developed next.
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citement. We will describe our present understanding of evolution,
indicate the major scientific challenges that we face, and suggest

the directions in which scientific speculations are leading in the
search for answers.

THE TREE OF LIFE

Mollusca (clams, Chordata
snails, octopus, (amphioxus, fishes,
Arthropoda (insects, squid) amphibians, reptiles,

crabs, shrimps, birds, mammals)

barnacles)
Echinodermata Urochon_ﬂata
(starfishes, sea urchins, (sea squirts)
sand dollars)
Sipunculida

(peanut worms)

Echiuroidea
{sausage-shaped
marine worms)

\

Annelida
(earthworms, fan worms)

Pogonophora
(deep-sea worms)

Hemichordata
{acorn worms)

Chaetognatha
(arrowworms)

Phoronida
(horseshoe worms})

Roterifera

(wheel animals)
Nematoda

(roundworms) ! Brachiopoda
Gastrotricha (scaled Nemertina (proboscis (lampshells)

worms)
Pripulida (priapus worms)
Entoprocta (tentacled, stalked

or ribbon worms)

Bryozoa

animals) (moss animals)
Kinorhyncha (spiny-skinned Platyhelminthes
worms) (ftatworms)
Acanthocephala (spiny-headed
worms)
\.
Ctenophora Cnidaria (sea anemones,

(comb jellies) ~__——"""_ jellyfishes, corals)

\ Porifera (sponges)

{From unicellutar forms)

Fig. 1.1.  Major types (phyla) of animals, showing the inferred pat-
terns of relationship. Some phyla (such as Arthropoda) are repre-
sented today by literally millions of species, while others (such as
Phoronida) contain several species only.
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3.  Evolution of plant life and further development of multi-cell organisms.

a.  Volcanoes built up entire mountain ranges out of lava and ash.

b.  Wind and rain weathered these mountains.

c.  The debris was turned to clay and mud.

d.  As this debris accumulated, shale and sandstone was formed.

e.  Some of the continents were driven together due to convection currents in the earth's mantle.  This formed new mountain ranges.

f.  Marine algae managed to live in the edge of the sea.

g.  Moss began to grow on land.

h.  Millipedes developed the ability to breathe air and started to feed upon the moss.

i.  Centipedes, scorpions, and spiders developed from millipedes.

j.  Three groups of plants appeared -- club moss, horsetails, and ferns -- that had deep roots to tap the moisture in the soil.

k.  Dragon flies developed from the spiders.

l.  Pine, cedar and fir trees evolved from existing plant life.

m.  Flies, bees, wasps, beetles, and other insects evolved.

n.  Plant life becomes more complex and various types of flowers grew on the earth.

o.  A lamprey (proto-fish) developed which has 1)  a backbone in the form of a flexible rod, 2) tongue covered with spines, and 3) two small eyes with a single nostril between them.

p.  Sharks and rays with backbones developed from the lampreys.

q.  Other fish like tuna, marlin and mackerel developed.

4.  Transition of water organisms to land animals.

a.  Mud skippers was one of the first fish that managed to live on land and breath air.  Today, you can find this fish in swamps and muddy estuaries either lying on the mud or clinging to some type of vegetation.

b.  Newts were one of the first amphibians.

c.  Salamanders and caecilians developed next.

d.  The toads and frogs evolved.

5.  Reptiles and Dinosaurs.

a.  Iguanas developed next.

b.  Many different types of dinosaurs evolved.

c.  A great change of climate from warm to cold killed most of the dinosaurs.

d.  Some of the dinosaurs survived such as the lizards, crocodiles and tortoises.

e.  Some lizards lost their legs and evolved into snakes.

6.  Transition of reptiles to birds and mammals.

a.  The hoatzin has characteristics of a reptile and a bird, i.e. boned jaws lined with teeth, feathered fore - limbs, claws on wings and feet, glide from branch to branch, and incapable of flying in the air.

b.  Other types of birds evolved from the hoatzin.

c.  Platypus has characteristics of an organism in transition from a reptile to a mammal.

d.  These characteristics are:  fur as thick as an otter, webbed and clawed feet, large flat beak like a duck, warm-blooded, and a breast with which to suckle its young.

7.  Complex land animals evolve into mankind.

a.  Possums evolved from the platypus.

b.  Ant eaters and armadillos followed.

c.  Rabbits developed next.

d.  Elephants, deer, sheep and cows evolved next.

e.  The predators like the lions, leopards, and other cats followed next.

f.  Monkeys and apes evolved next.

g.  Man evolved from monkeys/apes.
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D.  The Latest Theory of Evolution -- Punctuated Equilibrium.

1.  Some paleontologists (one who studies fossils) have now established from years of fossil studies that evolution has not been an even, steady process.  Instead, advanced species in final complex form succeeded each other abruptly with no transitional forms between them.

2.  Stephen Jay Gould, Harvard University's noted biology professor supports this theory.

3.  It is a well guarded fact that many evolutionists rejected Darwin's theory of evolution over 20 years ago. Stephen Jay Gould, a professor at Harvard University and one of the foremost authorities on evolution in the world said, "The extreme rarity of transitional forms (missing links) in the fossil record persists as the trade secret of paleontologists,...we view our data as so bad that we never see the very process we profess to study". Natural History, Vol. 86. Gould is still an evolutionist, he just rejects much of Darwin's theory.

4.  Mark Ridley, another evolutionist from Oxford University said in The New Scientist magazine in June 1981 p 831, "a lot of people just do not know what evidence the theory of evolution stands upon.  They think that the main evidence is the gradual descent of one species from another in the fossil record. ...In any case, no real evolutionist, whether gradualist or punctuationalist, uses the fossil record as evidence in favor of the theory of evolution as opposed to special creation."  Because the fossils simply do not support many small changes between kinds over a long period of time, many evolutionists have at least been honest enough to admit this and have come up with a new theory called, "punctuated equilibrium" or the "hopeful monster theory". From the fossil record, they know that change didn't take place in small gradual steps, so they assume that the change took place in quick "quantum leaps" over long periods of time.  In Darwin's theory, the changes were so slow and gradual that science cannot observe the evolution. The new theory says the change takes place so quickly it that too cannot be observed. Unobservable science? What a contradiction! 

Evolutionists tell us in the new "punctuationalist" theory, that, in effect, a lizard laid an egg and out pops a baby bird.  Because of the compete lack of missing links, evolutionists now accept as fact what creationists predicted from the creation model all along; namely, that no transitional fossils would be found.  Evolutionists that still use Darwin or the fossil record as evidence of their theory in the '90's, are like stubborn and closed minded old country doctors who have not kept up with the latest developments of science. Then there are those who cannot even consider the possibility that there is a creator God.  These scientists are so biased that they cannot not see how much better all the scientific data fits the creation model of origins as opposed to the evolution model.

II.  The Assumptions of Evolution and Related Scientific Evidence.

A.  Life Began Before Intelligence.

1.  According to the definition of organic evolution, inorganic matter gave origin to minute living organism that finally evolved into man.  This process occurred before intelligence.

2.  Today, man has been unable to create life from inorganic matter even with his intelligence and modern technology.

B.  Matter Is Eternal.

1.  According to the First Law of Thermodynamics (Law of mass and energy conservation), matter can be changed in state but cannot be created or destroyed.  If one allows for mass-energy interchange (nuclear reactions), then energy can either be regarded as a form of matter or matter as a form of energy, and the conservation principles still apply.

2.  The Second Law of Thermodynamics (Law of Energy Decay) states that every system left to its own devices always tend to move from order to disorder, its energy tending to be transformed into lower levels of availability, finally reaching the state of complete randomness and unavailability for further work.

a.  According to this law, the universe is like a clock that is running down.  This is so because as energy is expended, the amount of energy available for accomplishing "work" diminishes, although the total amount of energy remains the same.  When a spring-type clock is wound, energy is put into the spring as it is coiled tighter and tighter.  As the spring uncoils, this energy operates the clock.  But less energy is available for running the clock than was put into the spring during the winding because some of the energy dissipates as heat.

b.  When the energy of the universe has been degraded to random heat energy and a uniform low-level temperature, the universe will have died a "heat death".

c.  "Man has long been aware that his world has a tendency to fall apart.  Tools wear out, fishing nets need repair, roofs leak, iron rust, wood decays, loved ones sicken and die, relatives quarrel, and nations make war ...", Science, October 20, 1964, p. 1018.

d.  Since the universe has not experienced a "heat death", this is clear evidence that it is not infinitely old.

e.  The universe must have been created by God, since the second law requires the universe to have had a beginning and the first law precludes it having begun itself.

C.  Best Naturally Survives (Natural Selection).

1.  Definition -- According to Charles Darwin, natural selection is his idea that continual small variations between individuals of a kind would confer differing degrees of advantages or disadvantages in the struggle for existence.  Those with significant advantages would survive longer to transmit these characteristics by inheritance to their descendants thus, gradually, completely new and higher types of organisms would emerge.

2.  The peppered moth of England is cited as an examples of modern day evolution taking place.

a.  The moth changed from a light color to a dark color as the tree trunks grew darker with pollutants from the industrial revolution.

b.  The change to a darker color hid this moth from its predators.

c.  This example is not proof of general evolution, since the moth did not change to a different kind of insect.

3.  Natural selection does allow change within a kind (horizontal variation) but does not allow change (vertical variation) leading to the development of higher, more complex kinds of organisms.

DID LIFE BEGIN WITHOUT GOD?

I.  THE MODERN THEORY OF CHEMICAL EVOLUTION

(taken from The Mystery of Life's Origin:  Reassessing Current Theories, Thaxton, C.B.; Bradley, W.L.; Olsen, R.L.)

A.  Please see the diagram below which illustrates the 5 stages of evolution from non-life matter to living matter.
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B.  This theory envisions that the atmosphere of the early earth contained such gases as hydrogen, methane, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, ammonia and nitrogen, but no free oxygen.

C.  This atmosphere would be quite toxic to human beings but would be hospitable to organic compounds.

D.  Sometime close to 3.5 billion years ago, the earth's surface had cooled from a molten state to under 212 degrees F (temperature of boiling water).  This temperature would allow various organic compounds to exist without being degraded at higher temperatures.

E.  Various forms of energy bathed the primitive earth.  These energy sources include lightning, geothermal heat shock waves, ultraviolet light from the sun and other stars.  This energy drove reactions in the atmosphere and oceans to form a wide variety of simple organic molecules.

F.  In the upper zones of this atmosphere, there would have been little, if any, free oxygen with which ultraviolet light could interact to produce ozone.  The ozone layer in the outer atmosphere presently protects all living things from lethal dose of ultraviolet light.  This ultraviolet light would produce the energy for chemical reactions to take place to form amino acids, sugars and other simple organic compounds.  At lower altitudes, these same organic compounds would result from the energy in electrical storms.

G.  The simple compounds formed in the atmosphere would be washed down by rain into the oceans.  Further, reactions took place in the ocean and the organic chemicals reached a consistency of a "hot dilute soup".

H.  Innumerable smaller bodies of water provided a mechanism whereby the "soup" could be thickened.  In shallow pools, lakes, and shoreline lagoons, alternate flooding by the soup and evaporating of it resulted in a gradual concentration of these organic compounds.

I.  These organic compounds were then adsorbed by clay particles and the clays promoted combining these compounds into more complex compounds like proteins, carbohydrates, and DNA.

J.  The conditions were now right for the development of interim cells know as protocells.

K.  Then, true cells would form from these protocells.  The true cells would include proteins, DNA, RNA and a membrane.

II.  THE SCRIPTURES.

A.  Gen.  1:11 -- "And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit".

B.  Gen. 1:20 -- "And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl may fly above the earth."

C.  Gen. 1:24 --  "And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth".

D.  Gen. 1:27 -- "So God created man in his own image."

E.  Jer. 27:5 -- "I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm".

III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  At the University of Chicago in December 1952, Stanley Miller conducted an experiment to simulate the formation of amino acids from several gases.  The apparatus used by Miller is shown below.  These gases consisted of methane, ammonia, hydrogen and water vapor.  In his experiment, these gases were passed into a chamber and electrical sparks were discharged.  The results from his experiment showed that amino acids could be produced under these conditions he imposed on the experiment.  These experiments have been reproduced by other scientists.

[image: image10.png]338  Chapter 11 The Major Evolutionary Pathways

Tungsten
electrodes

Electrical
spark

5 liter flask

E}ondenser

500 cc flask
with water

Condensate accumulates
here

5%
0
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nal experiment in prebiotic synthesis. A mixture of methane, hy-
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the tubing. Several biologically important organic compounds, in-
cluding amino acids, were formed,

sealed and permitted to operate for a week. When the resulting
condensate was analyzed, several organic compounds were found,
including four amino acids. About 15 percent of the carbon in the
system (in the methane) had become incorporated into new or-
ganic compounds. Here was a demonstration that the prebiotic
synthesis of the building blocks of proteins was an easy matter.

It no longer seems likely that the early earth atmosphere was
Jovian, although free oxygen must have been essentially lacking.
However, a great number of other gas mixtures have now been
used in prebiotic experiments and many of them have provided ex-
cellent yields of complex organic compounds. Indeed, 18 of the 20
amino acids found in proteins have been synthesized prebiotically,
together with purines and pyramidines (constituents of nucleic
acids), sugars, and other molecules that form building blocks for
the large biological macromolecules. Amino acid chains have also
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B.  If oxygen is introduced into the gas mixture, amino acids will not form.  There has been some evidence gathered from fossils and rocks found in "old rocks" according to the geological column that indicate the presence of oxygen in the atmosphere.

C.  Many of the amino acids and organic compounds exposed to ultraviolet light will decompose over varying amounts of time.

D.  The amino acids and organic compounds can react with water to form various other chemicals that will remove them from the chain of reactions postulated in the theory of chemical evolution.

E.  For amino acids to produce proteins (stage 2 ==> stage 3), a threshold concentration is needed for the reactions to proceed.

F.  Scientists have determined that a certain amount of energy translated into work is necessary to produce proteins and DNA from amino acids.  Scientists have not been able to date to develop a working model to show how the different molecules are specifically arranged in the DNA molecule (see figure below).
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G.  To date, DNA has not been synthesized from elementary molecules or gases.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

A.  Properties of living matter.

1.  Living matter is composed of many, many cells.  The human brain contains about 10 billion cells.

2.  Each cell typically consists of a central, usually spherical nucleus and an outer region known as the cytoplasm.  Each cell is bounded by a membrane.

3.  Proteins in this matter act as catalysts to accelerate chemical reactions.  These reactions are needed for many purposes, i.e. contracting muscles.

4.  All activity appears to be accompanied by electrical charges.

5.  The nucleus of each cell contains DNA.  The DNA and proteins are needed to maintain and transmit specific inherited characteristics of the organism to future generations.

6.  The DNA can only be duplicated with the specific help of certain protein molecules which, in turn, can only be produced at the direction of DNA.  Each depends on the other and both must be present for duplication to take place.

B.  Mathematical chances of developing life from non-life.

1.  Probability of a complex system arising instantly.

a.  Assume an organism is composed of a 100 integrated parts.

b.  Each of these parts must fulfill a unique function so there is only one way in which these parts can be arranged.

c.  The probability of success is 1 out of 10158 (a "one" followed by 158 zeros).

d.  Scientists have estimated that there are 1080 electrons in the entire universe.

e.  In comparison, the astronomers have said the universe is about 30 billion years old or 1018 seconds.

f.  A simple protein molecule is said to be composed of 400 linked amino acids.

2.  Probability of synthesis of DNA.

a.  A DNA gene would have about 1,000 nucleotides in its chain.

b.  There are four kinds of nucleotides in DNA.

c.  The probability of synthesizing a DNA molecule would be 2 out of 10600.

3.  Probability of synthesis by gradual change.

a.  Assume 1,500 steps were necessary to build a protein molecule.

b.  The probability of success in building this molecule would be 1020.

4.  Probability of increasing complexity of living systems.

a.  For one kind of animal to evolve into a distinctly higher kind of animal could require a tremendous number of mutational steps.  Huxley mentioned that a million mutational steps would be necessary for the evolution of the horse.

b.  The chance of success would be 1 out of 10300,000.

5. On of the primary dilemmas of evolutionary theory is that it forces scientists to conclude that the cosmos in all of its complexity was created by chance.  As biologist Jacques Monod, a winner of the prestigious Nobel prize, puts it, "chance alone is at the source of every innovation, of all creation in the biosphere.  Pure chance, absolutely free but blind, [is] at the very root of the stupendous edifice of evolution."  As noted theologian R. C. Sproul explains, for the materialist, chance is the "magic wand to make not only rabbits but entire universes appear out of nothing."  Sproul also warns that 'if chance exists in any size, shape, or form, God cannot exist.  The two are mutually exclusive.  If chance existed, it would destroy God's sovereignty.  If God is not sovereign, he is not God.  If he is not God, he simply is not.  If chance is, God is not.  If God is, chance is not."  Change is this sense refers to that which happens without cause.  Thus, chance implies the absence of both a design and a designer.

C.  "Law of Biogenesis".

1.  In the 1800's, several scientists believed that life came from non-life since maggots appeared in un-refrigerated meat and grape juice would ferment.

2.  Louis Pasteur showed that he minutest creatures came from germs floating in the air or that life beget life.

D.  Quotes from various scientists.

1.  "No geological or geochemical evidence collected in the last 30 years favors a strongly reducing (without oxygen) primitive atmosphere... only the success of the laboratory experiments recommends it."  Science, R.S. Kern, 1980, 210, 42.

2.  "The problem we're discussing is a very general one.  We use energy sources to make organic molecules.  It is found that the same energy sources can destroy these organic molecules.  The organic chemist has an understandable preference for removing the reaction products from the energy source before they are destroyed.  But when we talk of the origin of life, I think we should not neglect the fact that degradation occurs as well as synthesis, and that the course of reaction may be different if the products are not preferentially removed.  In reconstructing the origin of life, we have to imagine reasonable scenarios which somehow avoid this difficulty, "The Origins of Pre biological Systems, C. Sagan, 195-196.

3.  "We cannot imagine that the cause of truth is served by keeping unpopular or minority ideas under wrap.  Serious arguments can be exposed only by examining them.  Nothing is so unscientific as the inquisition mentality that served as it thought, the truth, by seeking to suppress or conceal dissent rather than by grappling with it."  The World of Biology, Davis, P.W.; Solomon, E.P.; 1974, New York, McGraw-Hill, p. 414.

4.  "...the creationist can easily explain any phenomenon by simply saying "God id it".  This approach, though it may be perfectly correct in an absolute sense, does not foster further inquiry and is therefore intellectually emasculated (made weak), "The Science of Evolution, New York, MacMillian, p. 10.

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  Chemical evolution is broadly regarded in the scientific community as a highly plausible scenarios for imagining how life on earth might have begun.

B.  Amino acids can be produced from gases of methane, ammonia, hydrogen and water vapor under controlled laboratory experiments.

C.  However, there are many destructive processes and molecules that could seriously hamper the formation of amino acids.

D.  One such piece of evidence is that some fossils and rocks indicate the presence of oxygen in the early atmosphere and this would prevent amino acids from forming.

E.  A problem that scientists have in this theory is to develop a working model that explains how work could be directed by natural laws to select, organize and link the various organic molecules to form DNA.

F.  To date, DNA has not been synthesized from elementary molecules.

G.  "In a strict, technical sense, chemical evolution cannot be falsified because it is not falsifiable.  Chemical evolution is a speculative reconstruction of unique past event, and cannot therefore be tested against recurring nature",  The Mystery of Life's Origin:  Reassessing Current Theories, Thaxon, C.B.; Bradley, W.L.; Olsen, R.L.

H.  Based on the evidence presented to date, the only step in the 5 step chemical theory that has been partially shown in the laboratory is the formation of amino acids from certain gases.  However, the chances of formation outside the laboratory would be very remote considering the many destructive processes.  Hence, the "theory of chemical evolution" is just a postulated hypothesis with a tremendous lack of supporting laboratory experiments showing this hypothesis to be a plausible explanation of how life came from non-life. 

HOW OLD IS THE EARTH?

I.  THE THEORY.

A.  Scientists have estimated that the earth is 4.6 to 5.0 billion years old.

B.  They recognize the real history is available for only the past few thousand years (beginning of written records date between 2200 and 3500 BC., the first dynasty in Egypt).

C.  Geological history must be inferred from the observations obtained from the Earth and the other planets to estimate the age of the earth.

D.  One of the major principles of geology used is that within a sequence of layers of sedimentary rock (rocks formed from sediment), the oldest layer is at the base of a sequence of rock layers and that the layers are progressively younger with ascending order.

E.  Geologists in the 19th century developed a chronological order of rock sequences from the youngest rocks to the oldest rocks.  They have called this sequence the "Geological Column".

F.  The different sequences of rock are distinguished from each other by "index" fossils found in each layer.  General (organic) evolution is the essential principle involved in the use of these fossils to distinguish each layer.  Organic evolution incorporates progressive irreversible changes from one kind to another kind through time.  The scientists contend that in the oldest layers the simpler life forms are found and the more complex life forms are found in the younger rocks.

G.  The  table below shows a description of the geological column.
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H.  Prior to the development of radiometric methods of dating rocks, the ages of rocks and other geological features could not be expressed quantitatively.  However, as seen in the geological column, dates have been assigned to the different divisions.

I.  This theory is predicated on the principle of uniformitarianism.  This principle suggests that fossils, rocks and the other features of the earth's crust formed slowly over vast eons of time by the same processes at work in the earth today.  A Scottish geologist, James Hutton in Historical Geology maintained,  "the present is the key to the past and that given sufficient time, processes now at work could account for all the geologic features of the globe.  This philosophy which came to be know as the doctrine of uniformitarianism, demands an immensity of time; it has now gained universal acceptance among intelligent and informed people."

J.  The Grand Canyon is used as a model example to show the existence of the sequence of rocks depicted in the Geological Column and how simple life would be found in the older rocks and more complex life in the younger rocks.  In the Encyclopedia Britannica about the Grand Canyon (1974, vol. 7, p. 278),  "Plants and animal fossils are abundant in the sedimentary rocks, ranging from primitive algae in the lower strata to trees in the upper strata and from sea shells and trilobites to the remains of dinosaurs (both bone and footprint), camels, horses, ground sloths, and elephants.  These fossils suggest the evolution of life through the ages."

K.  Radioactive "Dating".

1.  Definition -- Radioactive "dating" is a method to measure the absolute age of rocks.  This method relies on the scientific premise that certain radioactive elements will change into other elements at a constant rate.  Scientists express these rates as half-lives on the  amount of time required for one-half of the radioactive element to change into the other element.

2.  Different Types.

a.  Uranium method is a whole family of dating methods, all based on the decay of uranium into lead and helium.   Depending on the specific method, the half-life of these methods will range from 0.7 to 4.5 billion years.

b.  The potassium-argon method is the most widely used for dating rocks.  Potassium minerals are found in most igneous and some sedimentary rocks and are not as restricted in use as are uranium minerals.  Potassium 40 decays into Argon 40 with a half-life of 1.3 billion years.

c.  The third type of rock dating is the decay of Rubidium 87 into Strontium 87, with an estimated half-life of 47 billion years.

3.  Illustration to explain method.

a.  Suppose I give you a 1 hourglass that has already been turned over and I ask you how many minutes has this hourglass been turned over.

b.  To answer this question, you first measure the amount of sand in the lower portion of the hourglass and then you measure the amount of sand remaining in the upper glass.

c.  Then you would figure the percent of the total amount of sand in the lower glass.

d.  Then you would take this percent and multiply by 60 minutes to answer the question.

e.  For example, lets say you measure 1" of sand in the bottom glass and 1" of sand in the upper glass.  The percent of sand in the lower glass would be 1" out of a total of 2" or 50%.  Then the amount of time the hourglass has been turned over is 50% times 60 minutes = 30 minutes.

4.  Assumptions of radioactive dating.

a.  The system must have been a closed system.  That is, it cannot have been altered by factors extraneous to the dating process; nothing inside the system could have been removed and nothing outside the system added to it.

b.  The system must initially have contained none of its daughter components.

c.  The decay rate must always have been the same.

5.  The age of the earth has been determined by taking rock samples from the earth's crust and measuring the amount of uranium and lead in the samples.  It is unknown how much lead was present when the earth was formed.  Scientists have used meteorites to determine this amount of lead.  They have observed that practically no uranium is present in the meteorites but contain considerable amounts of lead that is stable (i.e. did not come from uranium).  They have subtracted the concentration of lead in meteorites from the measured lead from the earth's crust.  Then, with these adjusted values, the age of the earth has been determined.

6.  Numerous samples of moon rocks collected by the Apollo missions have ages about 4.6 billion years old and this is now believed to be the approximate time of the origin of the solar system and the formation of the earth.

II.  THE SCRIPTURES.

A.  Bible doesn't say.

1.  How much time elapsed between the creation of Adam and the birth of Christ?  Don't know for sure.

a.  Bishop James Ussher of the Church of Ireland in the 1600's suggested that the date of creation was 4004 BC. according to the genealogies in the Bible.

b.  The genealogies in the Bible are not a complete chronological record.

c.  The length of every generation is not mentioned in the Bible.

d.  The genealogies in the Bible may not list every generation in the lineage of Jesus Christ.

1)  The genealogy in Matthew, Chapter 1, leaves out three generations as compared to the genealogies in II Chronicles (compare Matthew 1:8 with II Chronicles 22:1, 22:11, 24:1, 27, 26:1).

2)  The genealogy in Genesis 11 leaves out one generation as compared to Luke 3:36.

3)  The genealogy in Ezra 7 leaves out six generations as compared to I Chronicles 6:1-14.

e.  A guess of the number of years can be made from Adam to the present time.

Assume:
75 generations (Luke 3)



100 years per generation



(75 gen.)x(100 yrs./gen.) =
7500
 yrs.





2001




9501 
yrs.

B.  Creation with the appearance of age.

1.  A creation would demand some appearance of age.

"New" Earth?

"New" Rocks?

"New" Trees? Seeds?

Adam -- A grown up man?

2.  In John 2:1-11, Jesus converts water into good wine at the marriage in Cana.  Good wine is a product of time, but Jesus instantaneously created good wine.

3.  Miracles are by their very nature instantaneous.

Sight to the blind.

Lame to walk.

Leprosy cured.

4.  What does this do to the current radioactive "dating" systems?

III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  In examining the geologic column, the Precambrian time represents about 88% of the earth's history.  However, there has not been found to date any "index" fossils in these rocks.

B.  In the Cambrian rocks (next sequence of rocks above the Precambrian), fossils of sponges, corals, jelly fish, worms, mollusks, and crustaceans have been found.  There is not an orderly progression of life as expected by Evolution from the Precambrian to the Cambrian.

C.  A cross section of the entire geologic column can not be found anywhere in the world.  The Grand Canyon displays the most extensive section of the Geological Column. Precambrian rocks are present at the base of the canyon -- there age has been estimated to be about 2 billion years old.  However, there are sequences of rocks absent in the rest of the geologic column which account for several hundred million years.

D.  In examining the fossil record and noting the geological time sequence of rocks, there is in the Grand Canyon a general progression of more complex life found in younger rocks.  For examples, fossils of mammals fare found mainly in the tertiary sequence of rocks (youngest rocks).  There are exceptions to this general trend.

E.  The most extensive fossil deposits are of marine invertebrates and these have provided most of the "index" fossils for arranging the geologic column and subsequent dating.

F.  In Montana, there is a massive layer of Precambrian rock which sets on top a Cretaceous sequence of rocks.  This massive layer is 350 miles by 35 to 40 miles by miles thick.  There is no evidence that this Precambrian rock was thrust on top of the Cretaceous rock.

G.  A fossil human sandal print was found in Cambrian rock along with the fossil Trilobites.  The supposed age of the Cambrian sequence is over 550 million years old compared to the age of early man of 2 million years ago.

H.  Problems with the assumptions for radioactive dating.

1.  There is no such thing in nature as a closed system.  The concept of a closed system is an ideal concept, convenient for analysis, but non-existent in the real world.  The idea of a system remaining closed for millions of years becomes very impossible.

2.  It is near impossible to ever know the initial components of a system formed in prehistoric times.  It is clearly possible that some of the daughter components could be present at the beginning of this dating process.

3.  No decay rate is unchangeable.  Every process in nature operates at a rate that is influenced by a number of different factors.  If any of these factors change, the process rate changes.

I.  Problems with the uranium-lead dating system.

1.  Uranium is easily leachable by ground water.

2.  One of the chief authorities on radioactive dating, Henry Faul, said,  "Uranium and lead both migrate ( in shales) in geologic time and detailed analyses have shown that useful ages cannot be obtained with them.  Similar difficulties prevail in attempts to date pitchblende veins.  Here again much chemical activity is know to take place and widely diverging ages can be measured on samples from the same spot".

3.  Sidney P. Clementson, a British engineer, has recently made a detailed study of modern volcanic rocks and their uranium "ages", as published in Soviet geophysical journals and other papers, and has shown that in all such cases the uranium-lead ages were vastly older than the true ages of the rocks.

J.  Problems with the potassium-argon method.

1.  It must be calibrated with the uranium-lead dating method.

2.  Argon is a gas and it can easily migrate out of the potassium minerals.

3.  Decay rate of potassium is subject to change.

4.  There is a real possibility that argon could be present with the potassium before the decay starts.  This has been suggested by the Hawaiian Institute of Geophysics after they conducted some analysis on recent rocks from volcanoes.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

A.  Near Glen Rose, Texas, there are several hundred foot prints in the rock along with dinosaur prints.  The footprints are thought to be of human origin.  According to the geological column, dinosaurs lived in the Mesozoic Era about 130 to 225 million years ago.  Man supposedly evolved at the end of the Cenozoic Era that is thought to have occurred 2 million years ago.

1.  The Paluxy River in Texas is the home of Dinosaur National Park with hundreds of fossil dinosaur tracks. Right beside the dinosaur tracks are three sets of human fossil footprints and a large cat track. The most famous track is the Taylor Trail, which consists of a series of 14 footprints in a left-right pattern. The stride and foot length is consistent throughout. The evidence is so convincing that several university students recently presented with all the data accepted that the human footprints were real, but doubted the dinosaur footprints were real. All the fossil footprints in the Park are genuine. No informed person would ever suggest that the human footprints were carved as was irresponsibly rumored 50 years ago. It is clear that man and dinosaur live together and co-existed at the same time. With this both science and the Bible agree!

B.  The order of life listed in the geologic column is contrary to the Bible.

1.  According to the column, land plants developed after sea animals.  However, in Gen. 1, land plants were created on the third day and sea animals on the fifth day.

2.  Also, this theory says that birds developed after land animals.  However, land animals were created on the sixth day and birds on the fifth day.

C.  Population Statistics.

1.  There are about 6 billion people living today.

2.  This population could be produced in only 4000 years with an average family size of 2.5 (assumes a geometric increase and no global catastrophic events).

3.  If man has a million years history and an average family size of 2.5, the population would exceed 102100 based on the assumptions mentioned above.

D.  General evolution is based on the principle of "uniformitarianism" that is, the fossils and the rocks and the other features of the earth's crust formed slowly over vast eons of time by the same processes at work in the earth today.  The creation account as recorded in Genesis 1 and 2 is associated with "catastrophism" that is the earth's features came about rapidly in a relatively short periods of time.  Does the physical world today support "uniformitarianism" or "catastrophism"?

1.  Many geologists today are turning away from uniformitarianism.

"The doctrine of uniformitarianism has been vigorously disputed in recent years.  A number of writers, although approaching the subject from different directions, have agreed that this doctrine is composed partly of meaningless and erroneous components and some have suggested that it be discarded as a formal assumption of geological science...  It seems unfortunate that uniformitarianism a doctrine which has so important a place in the history of geology, should continue to be misrepresented in introductory texts and courses by 'the present is the key to the past', a maxim without much credit",  "The Present is the Key to the Present", Journal of Geological Education, Valentine, J.W., Vol. 14, April 1966.

2.  Fossils are not produced by slow uniformitarian rates of sediment deposition.

"To be fossilized a plant or animal must usually have hard parts, such as bone, shell, or wood.  It must be buried quickly to prevent decay and must be undisturbed throughout the long process".

3.  Many fossils are found in great quantities in beds evidently produced from catastrophic events.

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  The age of the earth according to most scientists is based on the geological column.  However, the geological column was developed from assuming that the theory of organic evolution is true since the column is based on "index fossils" evolving into more complex organisms.  This is circular reasoning.  The main "evidence" for evolution to take place is great amounts of time; however, this evidence is the assumption of evolution.  So the geological column is not proof for organic evolution.

B.  The scriptures do not explicitly say how old the earth is.  Relying totally on genealogies found in the Bible is not totally accurate since some are left out and the length of others is unknown.  However, even though the genealogies are not a complete recorded, the Bible does indicate that the earth is relatively young and not 4.6 billion years old.

C.  Radioactive dating methods are based on assumptions that are ideal and not realistic in the physical world today.  Radioactive dating is not a precise measurement of the age of a rock or fossil.

D.  When God created the earth and all things therein, He created them with the appearance of age.  For example, Adam was created a full grown man and would appear maybe 30 years old or whatever age he looked like.  Even if radioactive dating methods were accurate and reliable, this would not disprove the age of the earth being relatively young according to the Bible.

E.  Christians should not feel intimidated when scientists talk about the earth being billions of years old.

AFTER ITS KIND

I.  THE THEORY

A.  One kind of an organism will develop into a better and different organism through organic evolution.  The specific steps are described below.

1.  First, the organism will be in a struggle for existence in its environment.

2.  In that struggle, the fittest will survive.

3.  Through natural selection, the favorable characteristics of the fittest will tend to be preserved and the unfavorable characteristics of the less fit organism will be diminished.

4.  Mutations take place on the DNA molecules of the fittest organism that allows the favorable characteristics to be passed on to the next generations.

5.  Eventually, through time, the fittest organism will evolve into an higher and better organism.

6.  Examples.

a.  Peppered moth in England.

b.  Flies becoming resistive to DDT.

c.  English sparrow becoming a larger bird in the US than in Europe.

d.  Multitude of different dogs in the canine family.

e.  Flies changing as a result of their exposure to radiation.

II.  THE SCRIPTURES.

Gen.  1:11 -- "fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind.



1:12 -- "herb yielding seed after his kind ... tree yielding fruit ... after his kind.


1:21 -- "which the waters brought forth abundantly after their kind.


1:21 -- "every winged fowl after his kind."


1:24 -- "let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind."


1:25  "God made the beast of the earth after his kind, the cattle after their kind and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind."


6:20 -- "of fowls after their kind and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind."


7:14 -- "they, and every beast after this kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort."

Lev. 11:14-16 -- "And the vulture and the kite after his kind, Every raven after his kind; and the owl and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind."


11:22 -- "Even these of them ye may eat; the locust, after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind."


11:29 -- "and the tortoise after his kind."

Deu. 14:13-15 -- "and the kite and the vulture after his kind.  And every raven after his kind, And the owl and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind.


14:18 -- "And the stork, and the heron after her kind."

Eze. 47:10 -- "their fish shall be according to their kinds."

III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  Development within a kind is often mistaken for organic evolution.

1.  Definition of evolution from the dictionary:

1.  an unfolding; process of development, 2.  a thing evolved, 3.  a movement that is part of a series, 4.  Bio. a) the development of a species, organism, etc., from its original to its present state, b) a theory that all species developed from earlier forms, Webster's New World Dictionary, 1982.

2.  Examples cited in I.A.6 are not one kind developing into a new different and better kind of organism.  The flies exposed to radiation did change but they were still a fly even after a multitude of generations exposed to radiation.

3.  Charles Darwin, probably witnessed development within a kind and extended this into his theory that simple kinds would change into more complex and different kinds.

B.  If one kind develops into a better, different kind, there should be a tremendous number of fossils which died in transition from one kind to another kind.  Today, these tremendous numbers of fossils have not been found.

1.  "Why, if species have descended from other species by fine gradations, do we not find everywhere innumerable transitional forms?  Why is not all nature in confusion, instead of the species being as we see them, well defined?  Why then is not every geological formation and every stratum full of such intermediate links?  Geology surely does not reveal any such finely graduated organic chain.  And this is perhaps the most obvious and serious objection which can be urged against the theory", Origin of Species, Darwin, Charles.

C.  The DNA molecule keeps different kinds apart.

1.  There are about 5 billion people on the earth today.  All of them are different.  No two are exactly alike.  Yet all are of the same kind.  And even though they are made of the same chemicals as other kinds of animals, their children are always humans.  And the offspring of other animals are always the same kind as their parents.

2.  DNA is the substance in all living creatures that makes sure each reproduces on after its kind.  Each DNA molecule is a tape-like coil made up of sugar, phosphate, and nitrogen compounds.  Its long slender form is able to store the vast amount of information needed in a lifetime.  There are about 60 thousand billion of these scattered throughout the body of an average human adult.

3.  "These DNA specks have a similar chemical composition, are about the same size, and look much like those in your dog, or in a housefly, bread mold, or a blades of grass.  Yet somehow the specks are coded to make every living thing.  They make dogs different from fish or birds, bread mold from apple trees, elephants from mosquitoes."  Readers Digest, Platt, Rutherford, Oct. 1962, p. 144.

D.  Are hybrids proof that kinds do change to other kinds?

1.  The sugar content of beets in France rose from 6 to 17 percent between 1800 and 1878, as a result of selective breeding.  From 1878 to 1924, the percentage remained at this level although the same methods of selection were continued.  This reason for this was the limits of variation had been reached.

2.  One of the most cultivated species is that of corn, but Professor c. Mangelsdorf of Harvard University, have shown that "Despite a spectacular increase in size and productiveness under domestication ... there has been no substantial change in 7000 years in the fundamental botanical characteristics of the corn plant."

3.  A horse and a donkey can produce the hybrid mule but the mule is sterile.  It has reached the limits of its kind.

E.  Evolution predicts mutations must be primarily beneficial, generating a "vertical" change upward toward higher degrees of order.

1.  However, mutations are random, not directed.

2.  Mutations are rare, not common.

"It is probably fair to estimated the frequency of a majority of mutations in higher organisms between one in ten thousand and one in a million per gene per generation."  The Nature of Life, C.H. Washington.

3.  Good mutations are very, very rare.

"But mutations are found to be a random nature, so far as their utility is concerned.  Accordingly, the great majority of mutations, certainly well over 99%, are harmful in some way, as is to be expected of the effects of accidental occurrences."  American Scientist.

4.  The net effect of all mutations is harmful.

a.  Mutations are compared with accidents.  They are more like wrecking a car, not building a car.  An accident is not thought of as an improvement, but as a disaster.

b.  An example of this happened in Japan in 1945 when the atomic bombs were exploded.  This caused many mutations.  But none were good and so could not be used as an argument for evolution.  Many people were deformed or died as a result of the radiation.

c.  Chemicals can cause mutations, too.  The tranquilizer drug thalidomide, taken by mothers, produced horribly deformed babies.  Some were born without arms or legs.

d.  Chemicals have caused fish to develop one eye instead of two.  Can a one-eyed fish survive better than a two-eyed fish?  Isn't is just a freak?  Siamese twins are mutations.  Do they have a better chance to survive than normal humans?  Two headed fish are inferior and soon die.

e.  Mutations create a weaker plant or animal.  But never a new kind.  The one-eyed fish is still a fish.  Siamese twins are still humans.  The featherless chicken is still a chicken.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

A.  Adaptability.

1.  Each kind has a certain amount of adaptability to allow it to survive.  This is known as the balance of life in nature.

2.  For example, if an individual goes without shoes, his feet will become tough and callused.  This character will not be passed on to the offspring of the individual.  This individual is still a human after this.

B.  If one kind developed into a different kind, it would be very difficult to arrange plants and animals into their existing orderly classification systems.

C.  Hybrids come from living things closely related, especially within the same kind.  A cat and a dog cannot mate and produce offspring because they are of different "kinds".  On the other hand, all varieties of humans can mate and produce offspring.  This includes the smallest and the tallest, or those of different races, because all humans belong to the same "kind".

D.  Each kind has great variety.  There are different sizes, shapes, textures, and colors.  In the cat family there are lions, tigers, leopards, bob cats, house cats, and so forth, but they always remain cats.  The dog family includes domestic dogs, jackals, wolves, foxes and others, but they always remain dogs.  There is variety within a kind, but the kinds have never, and do not now, mix.

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  There is no scientific exception to the statement of Genesis 1 that all life produces "after its kind".  If there is no exception, then monkeys have always been monkeys, and man has always been a man.

B.  The phenomenon of variation and natural selection, rather explaining evolution in the way Darwin thought it did, is really a marvelous example of the creationists principle of conservation in operation.  That is, a fundamental prediction from the creation account is that since the Creator had a purpose for each kind of organism created, He would institute a system which would not only assure its genetic integrity but would also enable it to survive in nature.

THE MISSING LINK

I.  THE THEORY

A.  Evolutionists and most paleoanthropologists (those who study manlike creatures more primitive to modern man) believe that modern man has evolved from apes over a period of 14 million years.  Please see below "The Family Tree of Man".
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THE FAMILY TREE OF MAN

Alan required some 14 million years lo
evolve along an uncertain path from ape-
like Ramapithecus and Australopithecus
into tool-making Homo habilis. bul less
than two million years thereafter lo
complete his evolution to modern man.

THE EVOLUTION
OF MAN'S SKULL

APE

The skull of a gorilla bears a superficial
resemblance to that of man, but its brain
capacity is only about 500 c.c. The common
ancestor of ape and human probably looked
more like an ape than a man, but had a
smaller and lighter skull than the gorilla.

AUSTRALOPITHECUS

Though his skull remained somewhat ape-
like in form, Australopithecus, who first
appeared some three million years ago,
was_far more human than his ancestors. He
was a bipedal toolmaker and hunter of game
who probably lived in bands of 20 to 30.

HOMO ERECTUS

Homo erectus succeeded the first true
human, Homo habilis, in both Southeast
Asia and East Africa almost 1.5 million
years ago. By then the hominid jaw had
already begun to retract, anticipating the
vertical face structure of modern man.

NEANDERTHAL

Though Homo sapiens neanderlalensis

yetained the eyebrouw Tidges and forehead
of Homo erectus, some of his features

were like modern man’s and in some
cases his cranial capacily greater. He lived

from 100,000 to 50,000 years ago.

CRO-MAGNON

The skull of Cro-Magnon man displays a
modern profile. including the higharcof the
cranium. the retracted jaw and promnent
chin. The first of our oun subspecies
(Homo sapiens sapiens). Cro-Magnon
man evolved 30,000 to 40.000 vears ago.




B.  They "believe" that the fossil record reveals the intermediate of "missing" links between ape and man.

C.  The "supposed" intermediate fossils supporting their theory are described below.

1.  Ramapithecus -- This intermediate link was discovered in 1934 in the Siwalik Hills of India.  Only a fragment of the upper jaw was found.  According to this theory, the Ramapithecus is the first missing link progressing from the ape.

2.  Australopithecus or Australopithecinae -- The first evidence of the existence of these creatures was obtained at Aaungin, South Africa in 1924 -- the skull and a natural cast of the inside of the skull of an immature individual.  More information is available about the anatomy of the Australopithecinae than any other extinct group of higher primates.  The characteristics are 1)  a small cranial capacity, equivalent to that of the modern large apes, 2)  massive projecting jaws, 3)  large molar and premolar teeth but remarkably small incisors and canines, 4)  pelvis and limb bones constructed similar to hominids (primates).

3.  Homo Erectus -- A variety of names have in the past been applied to members of this group.  These fossils show the following similar patterns:  1)  average cranial capacity of about 1000 cc, 2) flat, retreating forehead, 3)  large projecting brow ridges, 4)  flattened skull vault, 5)  low maximum skull breath, 6)  back of the skull sharply angulate, suggesting heavy neck muscles, and 7) no chin.

4.  Neanderthal Man -- This group consists of a widely known series of remains derived from sites arranged roughly in an arc across southern Europe and the Near East.  The characteristics of Neanderthal Man are:  large heads, large faces with receding jaws, stout and often curved long bones, and large joints.  The earlier assessments of this fossil suggested that the Neaderthalers were incompletely erect in posture and had a stooping bent-kneed gait.  More recent analysis have suggested that the Neanderthal Man were fully erect to enable it to hunt large game.

5.  Cro-Magnon -- Displays fossils of the modern man.  This fossil includes the high arc of the cranium, the retracted jaw and the prominent chin.

D.  The Latest Theory of Evolution -- Punctuated Equilibrium.

1.  Some paleontologists (one who studies fossils) have now established from years of fossil studies that evolution has not been an even, steady process.  Instead, advanced species in final complex form succeeded each other abruptly with no transitional forms between them.

2.  Stephen Jay Gould, Harvard University's noted biology professor developed this theory.

II.  THE SCRIPTURES.

Gen. 1:27 -- "And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them."


2:7 -- "Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being."


2:22 -- "And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man."


9:6 -- "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God made he man."

III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  Systematic gaps in the fossil record.

1.  From one-celled protozoas to complex marine invertebrates.

a.  "One of the major unsolved problems of geology and evolution is the occurrence of diversified multi-cellular marine invertebrates in lower Cambrian rocks and their absence in rocks of greater age ...  Their high degree of organization clearly indicates that a long period of evolution preceded their appearance in the record.  However, when we turn to examine the Precambrian fossils, they are no where to be found."  Early Cambrian Marine Fauna, Axelrod, D.I., Science, 1958.

2.  From invertebrates to vertebrates.

a.  Invertebrates have soft inner parts and hard outer shells.

b.  Vertebrates have soft outer parts and hard inner parts i.e. skeletons.

c.  Evolutionary transition from invertebrates to vertebrates must have involved billions of animals, but no one has ever found a single fossil in transition.

3.  From fishes to amphibians.

a.  Somehow, the fin of the fish must have been transformed into the foot of the amphibian.

b.  To day, no fossils with fins partly converted into feet has ever been found.

4.  From amphibians to reptiles to mammals.

a.  Various orders of amphibians, reptiles and mammals appears suddenly in the fossil record without transitional forms present.

b.  "This regular absence of transitional forms is not confined to mammals, but is an almost universal phenomenon, and has long been noted by paleontologists".  (George Gaylord Simpson).

c.  The rodents exceed all other mammals combined, so they would be most likely of all to show evidence of intermediate forms.  The paleontologist, Alfred Romer says, however;  "The origin of the rodents is obscure ... presumably, of course, they had arisen from some basal, insectivorous, placental stock, but no transitional forms are known."

5.  From reptiles to birds.

a.  Evolutionists believe the fossil Archaeopteryx was in transition between reptile and bird since it had teeth, wings, and feathers.

b.  Scientists have agreed that this extinct organism is 100% bird.

c.  Archaeopteryx is said to have twenty-one specialized characteristics in common with particular kinds of reptiles.  However, as Dr. Duane Gish explains, careful examination has demonstrated that in every case these characteristics are genuinely birdlike rather than reptilian,  Myriad evidence demonstrate conclusively that Archaeopteryx is a full-fledged bird, not a missing link.  First, fossils of both Archaeopteryx and the kinds of dinosaurs/reptiles Archaeopteryx supposedly descended from have been found in a fine-grained German limestone formation said to be Late Jurassic.  Thus Archaeopteryx is not a likely candidate as the missing link, since birds and their alleged ancestral dinosaurs/reptiles thrived during the same period of time.  Furthermore, initial Archaeopteryx fossil finds gave no evidence of a bony sternum, which led paleontologists to conclude that Archaeopteryx could not fly or was a poor flyer.  However, in April 1993, a seventh specimen was reported that included a bony sternum.  Thus, there is no further doubt that Archaeopteryx was as suited for power flying as any modern bird.

d. " Archaeopteryx probably cannot tell us much about the early origins of feathers and flight in true protobirds because Archaeopteryx was, in a modern sense, a bird."  Finally, to say that Archaeopteryx is a missing link between reptiles and birds, one must believe that scales evolved into feathers for flight.  Air friction acting on genetic mutation supposedly frayed the outer edges of reptilian scales.  Thus in the course of millions of years, scales become more and more like feathers until, one day, the perfect feather emerged.  These and a myriad of other factors overwhelmingly exclude Archaeopteryx as a missing link between birds and reptiles.  The sober fact is that Archaeopteryx appears abruptly in the fossil record, with masterfully engineered wings and feathers common in the birds observable today." (Allan Feduccia, Science pg.259, 1993 as quoted in Gish, 135).
e.  "At the higher level of evolutionary transition between morphological designs, gradualism has always been in trouble, thought it remains the "official" position of most western evolutionists.  Smooth intermediates between bauploane [basically different types of creatures] are almost impossible to construct, even in thought experiments; there is certainly no evidence for them in the fossil record (curious mosaics like Archaeopteryx do not count)".  (Stephen Jay Gould and Niles Eldridge, Paleobiology 3, 1977, pg. 147 as quoted in Gish, 139).
f.  Why does no one ever find a fossil animal with half-scales turning into feathers or half-forelimbs turning into wings?

6.  Origin of insects.

a.  Insects occur in fantastic number and variety, but there is no fossil clue to their development from some kind of evolutionary ancestors.

b.  The most remarkable feature about fossil insects are that they are very similar to today's insects.

7.  Persistence of kinds through geologic time (according to the column).

a.  All the kingdoms, divisions and sub-divisions in the organic world have been essentially unchanged since life began and there have been no transitional forms.

b.  Examples of persistence of fossil communities.

Precambrian:  algae, bacteria, fungi

Cambrian:  sponges, snails, jellyfish

Ordovician:  clams, starfish, worms

Silurian:  scorpions, corals

Devonian:  sharks, lungfish

Carboniferous:  ferns, cockroaches

Permian:  beetles, dragonflies

Triassic:  pines, palms

Jurassic:  crocodiles, turtles

Cretaceous:  ducks, pelicans

Paleocene:  rats, hedgehogs

Eocene:  lemurs, rhinoceroses

Oligocene:  beavers, squirrels, ants

Miocene:  camels, wolves

Pliocene:  horses, elephants

Pleistocene:  man

B.  Origin of Man.

1.  Common ancestor of man and ape.

a.  No such animal has been identified or ever found.

2.  Ramaphithecus ("pithecus" means "ape").

a.  This fossil was found in India in 1934 and consisted of several teeth and jaw fragments.

b.  This fossil was considered an hominid (individuals leading to man, but still sub-human) because the incisors and canine teeth, although ape-like are smaller than those of modern apes.

c.  Ramapithecus is a basic kind of extinct apes.  They certainly cannot be considered as ancestral to man.  Their particular teeth probably are related to their particular diet, not any kinship with man.

3.  Australopithecus (means "southern ape")

a.  This name has been assigned to a considerable number of different fossils, found mostly in East Africa by Louis Leakey, and others.

b.  Autralopithecus is considered to have lived from about two to three million years ago, to have walked erect and have used crude tools.

c.  He had a brain size of only about 500 cc that is comparable to some apes.  The teeth were similar to those of Ramapithecus.

d.  "Australopthecus limb bone fossils have been rare finds, but, Leakey, now has a large sample.  They portray Australopithecus as long-armed and short-legged.  He was probably a knuckle-walker, not an erect walker, as many archaeologists presently believe."  (Science News, 11/27/1971, p. 357).

e.  There is a species of high altitude baboon, Theropithecus, in Ethiopia today.  This baboon has teeth and jaw characteristics very similar to Ramapithecus and Australopithecus.

4.  Home Erectus -- Man.

a.  A number of fossil men are now grouped under the generic name Homo Erectus including Java Man, Peking Man, Heidelberg Man, and Meganthropus.

b.  These are believed to have lived about 500,000 years ago, to have walked upright, to have had brains of about 1000 cc and to have developed a crude culture involving simple implements and weapons.

c.  Two human skulls were found along with fossils for the Java man. 


1) The Java man was initially discovered by a Dutchman named Eugene Dubois on the Dutch East Indian island of Java in 1891.  What is not so well known is that Java man consists of nothing more than a skullcap, a femur (thigh bone) and three teeth.  The femur was found fifty feet from the skullcap and a full year later.  Almost thirty years later, Dubois downplayed his discovery of two human skulls (the Wadjak skulls), which he found in close proximity to his original finds.  (Factual information adapted from Gish, 280-281.)


2)  Marvin Lubenow explains that Dubois may well have concealed the discovery of the Wadjak skulls by declaring them only in "bureaucratic reports" that "were not intended for the public or for the scientific community"(Marvin L. Lubenow, Bones of Contention:  A Creationist Assessment of the Human Fossils[Grand Rapids, MI:Baker Books, 1992],104).


3)  This alone would have been sufficient to disqualify Java man as humankind's ancestor.  Despite all the evidence, the Time magazine printed "How Man Began", and article treated Java man as though it were a true evolutionary ancestor.(Michael D. Lemonick, "How Man Began", Time, 14 March 1994).


4)  Donald Johanson, best known for his discovery of a famous fossil named Lucy, still regards Java man as a valid transitional form; and Harvard's Richard Lewontin thinks this information about Java man should be taught as one of five "facts of evolution".

d.  The bones of Peking Man disappeared during World War II and are unavailable for examination.


1)  Peking man was based originally on a dusty old tooth.  It was conveniently discovered in China, just as Canadian physician Davidson Black was about to run out of funds for his evolutionary explorations in 1927.  The Rockefeller Foundation rewarded this discovery with a generous grant, permitting Black to continue digging.  Two year later, he discovered what he believed was Peking man's braincase, and he estimated Peking man to be a half a million years old.


2)  Davidson Black died and the evolutionary community had "discovered" fourteen more skulls and an interesting collection of tools and teeth.  All fourteen skulls were "missing in action" by war's end.  The photographs and plaster casts that remained had some interesting similarities..  Apart from the fact that the lower skeletons were missing, the skulls had all been bashed at the base.  As Ian Taylor points out, "... the skulls found were merely those of monkeys"(In the Minds of Men, Ian T. Taylor, 3rd ed., Toronto, TFE Publishing, 1991, pg. 240).  To this day, natives of southeast Asia lop off the heads of monkeys, bash them in at the back, scoop out the brains and eat them as a delicacy.

e.  Heidelberg Man consisted solely of a large jaw.

f.  Meganthropus consisted of two larger jaw bones and four teeth, and has been assigned by many to Autralopithecus.

g.  Home Erectus may well be a true man but somewhat degenerate in size and culture, possibly because of inbreeding, poor diet, and a hostile environment.

h.  The brain size of these fossils are within the range of brain size of modern man.

i.  There is no necessary correlation of brain size with intelligence.

"In fact, increasing brain volume of itself tells us little, since it merely reflects changes in internal brain organization at a variety of levels."  (Pilbeam, D.R., Science, March 10, 1972, pg. 1101).

5.  Neanderthal Man -- Man.

a.  The most famous of the "missing links" is the Neanderthal Man.  He has been pictured as a stooped, brutish, character with heavy brow ridges and the crudest of habits.

b.  There is no longer any doubt that the Neanderthal Man was truly human.

c.  He is no more different from modern man than the various tribes of modern man.  His brain capacity was certainly human.

d.  Most anthropologists now believe that his stooped skeletal structure was due to disease, possibly arthritis or rickets.

e.  It is known that Neanderthal Man raised flowers, fashioned elegant tools, painted picture, buried his dead and practiced some kind of religion.

f.  His brain capacity was certainly human, as Dobzhansky, has noted;  "The cranial capacity of the Neanderthal race of Homo Sapiens was of the average equal to or even greater than that in modern man.  Cranial capacity and brain size are however not reliable criteria of intellectual abilities of any kind."

6.  Modern Man.

a.  There is much evidence that modern man existed contemporaneously with all these hypothetical and very ape-lie ancestors.

b.  "Last year, Leakey, and his co-workers found three jaw bones, leg bones and more than 400 man-made stone tools.  The specimens were attributed to the genus Homo, and were dated at 2.6 million years."

c.  This would place modern man living before Neanderthal Man, Homo Erectus and Australopithecus.

C.  Paleoanthropologists and artists have reconstructed complete men and even races from a few fossil fragments that usually have been gathered from many different parts of the world.  These pictures and figures are only guesses how what they think they look like.  These descriptions are usually presented as evidence.  Please see the figure below of how different the figures may look depending on the artist who does the art work.  Also please see the article "Facing the Past" which describes a new image of the Neanderthal Man.

[image: image14.png]Zinjanthropus as drawn Zinjanthropus as drawn Zinjanthropus as drawn
for “Sunday Times,"” by Maurice Wilson for for “National Geographic,”
April 5, 1964. Dr. Kenneth P. Oakley. September, 1960.

THE FALLACY OF ANTHROPOLOGICAL RECONSTRUCTIONS.
There is no possible way, even with a complete skull, to reconstruct hair, eyes, nose, lips, fac* 'e
This is demonstrated by the examples shown here.

This Neanderthal skull reconstructed like this then later
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how our primitive show how modern he
ancestor looked; might have looked.
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D. Colin Patterson, senior paleontologist at the prestigious British Museum of Natural History (houses the world's largest fossil collection -- sixty million specimens) stated that no verifiable transitions from one species to another have been found. "If I knew of any [evolutionary transitions], fossil or living, I would certainly have included them [in my book Evolution]"  (Colin Patterson, personal letter to Luther Sunderland, 10 April 1979. As quoted in Luther D. Sunderland, Darwin's Enigma, 4th ed Santee, CA., Master Books, 1988, pg. 89).

E.  There is no evidence for the Latest Theory of Evolution -- Punctuated Equilibrium.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

A.  David Pilby who found Ramapithecus reviewed a book written by Richard Leakey titled, Origins, and said this,  "Perhaps generations of students of human evolution including myself have been floundering about in the dark that our data base is too sparse, too slippery for it able to mold our theories.  Rather our theories are more statements about us and our ideology than about the past."

B.  An evolution expert, A. Eldrige said this on a PBS program,  "Yes, it is indeed a very curious state of affairs.  I think that paleontologists have been insisting that their record is consistent with slow steady gradual evolution wherein I think that privately they have known for over 100 years that such is not the case."

C.  Punctuated Equilibrium:

1.  Quote from Richard Goldschmidt, German geneticist, who originated this new theory of Evolution: "The major evolutionary advances must have taken place in single large steps ... The many missing links in the paleontological record are sought for in vain because they have never existed:  'the first bird hatched from a reptilian egg." (The Material Basis of Evolution, Richard B. Golschmidt, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1940 pg. 395 as quoted in Gish, 344).

2. Stephen J. Gould, one of America's most widely read evolutionists, has come to the defense of Goldschmidt's theory.  In "The Return of Hopeful Monsters"  Gould recounts the "official rebuke and derisions" directed at Goldschmidt by the scientific establishment.  He then predicts "that during the next decade Goldschmidt will be largely vindicated in the world of evolutionary biology."  Time is up and nothing has come to pass.

3.  According to Gould's theory of punctuated equilibrium, "a species does not arise gradually by the steady transformation of its ancestors;  it appears all at once and 'fully formed.".  As Gish explains, punctuated equilibrium proponents speculate that(Gish 354-55) "once a species has developed, it proliferates into a large population and persists relatively unchanged for one, two, five, or ten million years, or even longer.  Then for some unknown reason a relatively small number of the individuals of the population become isolated, and by some unknown mechanism rapidly evolve into a new species (by rapid is meant something on the order of tens of thousands of years).  Once the new species has evolved, it then either becomes rapidly extinct or proliferates into a large population.  This large population then persists one or more millions of years.  The long period of stasis is the portion of the process referred to as the period of equilibrium, and the interval characterized by rapid evolution is the punctuation -- thus the term, punctuated equilibrium.

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  There is no objective evidence that man evolved from an ape or any other kind of animal ancestry.  Man has always been man and the ape has always been an ape.

B.  There are no intermediate or transitional forms leading up to man, anymore than there were transitional forms between any of the other basic kinds of animals in the fossil record.

C.  The evidence supports the creation account revealed to us in Genesis 1 and 2.

THE GENESIS FLOOD

I.  THE THEORY

A.  Generally, evolutionists do not believe in the Genesis Flood.  They consider it a myth.

II.  SCRIPTURES.

A.  Depth.

1.  "And the water prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high mountains that were under the whole heaven were covered.  Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered."  Gen. 7:19-20.

2.  Fifteen cubits equals about 22 feet and this scripture describes how universal the flood was.

B.  Duration.

1.  According to the Bible, this flood lasted for about 371 days.

2.  Chronology of the flood.

a.  The flood started on the 17th day, 2nd month in the 600th year, 7:11.

b.  There were forty days during which the rain fell, 7:12.
40
c.  The waters prevailed 110 days after the rain stopped, 7:24.
110
d.  The waters occupied 74 days in decreasing continually.  The mountain tops were seen.  This was from the 17th day of the seventh month to the 1st day of the tenth month, 8:5.  There being 30 days to a month, the figures in days are 13 plus 30 plus 30 plus 1.
74
e.  Forty days elapsed before Noah sent out the raven, 8:6-7.
40
f.  Seven days elapsed before Noah sent out the dove for the first time, 8:8.  This period is necessary for reaching the total and is given by implication from the phrase,  "other seven days", 8:10.
7
g.  Seven days passed before sending out the dove for the second time, 8:10.
7
h.  Seven days more passed before the third sending the dove, 8:12. 7
i.  Up to this point 285 days are accounted for, but the next episode is dated in 1st of the first month in the 601st year.  From the date in 7:11 to this point in 8:13 is a period of 314 days; therefore, an interval of 29 days elapses.
29
j.  From the removal of the covering of the ark to the very end of the experience was a further 57 days, 8:14.
57
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C.  Geology.

1.  "On the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up", Gen. 7:11.

2.  The word "deep" has the primary meanings of a) "subterranean waters", b) "sea", and c)  "primeval ocean".

3.  It seems that the ocean basins were fractured and uplifted sufficiently to pour waters over the continents in conjunction with those waters that were above the "firmament" and which poured down through the "windows of heaven".

D.  Size of the Ark.

1.  According to Gen. 6:15, Noah was commanded to build "the length of the ark three hundred cubits, the breath of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits."

2.  According to these dimensions, the ark was about 438 feet long, 73 feet wide and 44 feet high.

3.  The ark had three decks, Gen. 6:16.

4.  The total deck area was approximately 95,900 square feet which is equivalent to the area of 30 college basketball courts.

5.  The total volume was 1,400,00 cubic feet which is equivalent to 522 standard stock cars used by modern railroads or eight freight trains with sixty-five cars each.

6.  The gross tonnage of the ark was about 13,960 tons which is comparable today to a large metal ocean-going vessel.

E.  Capacity of the Ark.

1.  Ernst Mayr, an American taxonomist, lists the following numbers for animal species:

Mammals 
3,500

Birds 8,600

Reptile & Amphibians 
5,500

Fishes 
18,000

Tunicatates, etc. 
1,700

Echinoderms 
4,700

Anthropods 
815,000

Mollusks 
88,000

Worms, etc. 
25,000

Coelenterates 1
0,000

Sponges 
5,000

Protozoans, 
15,000

1,000,000

2.  The following species would have probably survived in the waters:  fishes, tunicates, echinoderms, mollusks, coelenterates, sponges, worms, and protozoans.  A large number of the anthropods are lobsters, shrimps, crabs, water fleas, and other marine creatures.

3.  Assuming the above, there were probably about 35,000 individual vertebrate animals on the ark.

4.  Assuming the average size to be the size of sheep, 240 animals of this size could be accommodated in a standard stock car.

5.  Two trains hauling 73 such cars could carry the 35,000 animals.

6.  The ark was then large enough to carry two unclean or seven of the clean animals each.

F.  Caring for the animals in the ark.

1.  The Bible does not give very many details how Noah and his sons fed all these animals.

2.  It is possible that the animals could have hibernated while on the ark.

G.  Patriarchal Ages at Maturity and Death.

1.  Please see the figure below.

[image: image15.wmf]
III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  There are 40 cultures that have a world wide flood mentioned in their religious literature and mythology.

1.  The story of the Deluge, including the elements of the ark and the dispatch of the raven and dove, appears in the Babylonian myths of Gilgamesh and Atrahasis.

2.  In the Chinese myths, a great mass of water that covered the land was a primordial condition that prevented man from engaging in agriculture.  The labors of a hero were required to cause the flood to recede.  The story of Yu the Great (Tamer of the Flood) has thus been viewed as a myth involving the creation of the Chinese society.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS.

A.  Geological implications of the flood.

1.  Great quantities of water poured down on the earth from the skies for forty days and nights.  This rain would cause tremendous erosion of soil and mountains.

2.  The climatology and meteorology were probably much different from the present atmosphere since the water in the present atmosphere would only cover the ground to an average depth of less than two inches.

3.  To accommodate the great mass of waters and permit the land to appear again, great tectonic movements and isostatic adjustments would have to take place, forming deep ocean basins and troughs and elevating the continents, Ps. 104:5-9.

4.  Great volcanic explosions, and eruptions are clearly implied in the statement that "all the fountains of the great deep broke up."

5.  Tremendous quantities of earth and rock that was excavated by the waters were probably deposited a great sedimentary rock system as we see today.

6.  There must have been uncounted multitudes of living creatures and plants that were trapped and eventually buried in the sediment.  Fossils would eventually result from this burial.

B.  Harmony of the field data and Biblical inferences.

1.  Almost all of the sedimentary rocks of the earth, which are the ones containing fossils, and from which the supposed geologic history of the earth has been largely deduced, have been laid down by moving waters.

2.  There is much evidence that the ancient sea level was once much lower relative to the present land surfaces.  This implies either that the amount of water in the ocean was much smaller, or that some parts of the sea bottom have dropped, or both.

3.  Volcanic rocks are found interbedded with sedimentary rocks of all supposed geologic ages, which would correlate with the Biblical implications that the "fountains of the great deep" continued to pour out their contents throughout the entire flood period.

4.  William J. Miller, Emeritus Professor of Geology at UCLA, points out:  "Comparatively few remains of organisms now inhabiting the earth are being deposited under conditions favorable for their preservation as fossils.  ...  It is nevertheless remarkable that so vast a number of fossils are embedded in the rocks."

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  The Scriptures reveal that the flood was universal and evidently, had a major impact on the geologic features and characteristics that we see in the world today.

B.  Other cultures have mentioned in their literature an extensive flood that we would expect if it was universal in nature.

C.  The description of the ark and the flood in the scriptures are very reasonable and its occurrence is very plausible.

OTHER "SUPPOSED" PROOFS OF EVOLUTION

I.  THE THEORY

A.  Comparative Anatomy.

1.  Assumes that because there is similarity between anatomies like skeletons, muscles, blood vessels, organs, etc., one must have developed from other similar organisms.

B.  Embryology.

1.  The human embryo (the unborn baby) goes through the same stages its ancestors are supposed to have gone through in the evolution chain.  Thus, in its development, the human embryo resembles a fish, amphibian, reptile, and a mammal.

2.  This theory was first championed by a German biologist named Ernst Haeckel and is also known as recapitulation.

C.  Vestigial Organs.

1.  Evolutionists say that the body has some parts which are not used (vestigial organs) and after a long period of not being used, they tend to drop-off.  They say that is why we don't have a long tail like a monkey.  We did not need it anymore and quit using it.  It gradually dropped-off and we are left with only a tail bone.

2.  Wierdersheim, a German anatomist, thought that in the body of man there were 180 vestigial organs.

D.  Evolution of the Horse.

1.  The geological record of the horse is usually cited as the outstanding example of evolutionary history to be found anywhere in the world.

2.  Fossils have been discovered of about three hundred species of extinct horses and workers have constructed what is supposed to be a complete sequence from Eohippus, which appeared in the Eocene period, up to Equus, the modern horse.

3.  Eohippus was about the size of a dog and had four toes on each foreleg and three on the hindleg.

II.  THE SCRIPTURES.

A.  "...Nay, much more those members of the body which seem to be more feeble, are necessary...", I Cor. 12:14-23.

B.  Eph. 4:15-16.

C.  I Cor. 15:39.

D.  Acts 17:25-27.

III.  THE EVIDENCE.

A.  Comparative Anatomy.

1.  Many exceptions have been found that comparative anatomy between two organisms do not necessarily mean similar organisms.

2.  Plants and animals are grouped in different classification groups based on their anatomical similarities.  If evolution existed, it would predict that there would be no gaps between the different groups of animals and it would be impossible to demark specific categories of life.

B.  Embryology.

1.  The classical example is the supposed bronchial slits.  At one stage in the development of the human and other higher embryos, structures appear which are incorrectly described as gills or bronchial slits.

2.  These structures in man are merely the depressions between the corresponding arches which support the blood-vessels necessary to supply the forepart of the body.

3.  In fish, these depressions become perforated and gills are formed.

4.  The fish breathes through the gill slits, but the respiration of the human embryo is carried out through the placenta.

5.  The human embryo lies immersed in amniotic fluid during the period of gestation and this phenomenon is supposed to resemble a fish in a pond.  The fish derives its solid food from the surrounding water but, the fetus is nourished partly by drinking the amniotic fluid and partly thorough the umbilical cord.

C.  Vestigial Organs.

1.  With the advance in our knowledge of the human body, the number of vestigial organs have been reduced to six.

2.  Listed below are these six organs and possible functions for each of these organs.

Appendix
Protects against infection during early life.

Coccyx (tail bone)
Provided extra support for the pelvic organs.


Enables man to sit down without 
inconvenience.


Provides the necessary attachment for the 
muscles of elimination.

Peneal Gland
Regulates the activity of the sex glands.

Plica Semilunaris
Takes care of foreign particles that enter

(third eye lid)
the eye.

Muscles  outer ear 
Provide increased blood supply to the ear in 
cold climates.


Plays an important roles in carbohydrate 
metabolism.

Tonsils
Forms lymphocytes which are a type of 
white blood cells.

3.  The fact that an organ may be removed without ill results does not prove that it is unnecessary.  A man may live a relatively normal life with only one leg or one eye, but this does not mean that the other organ was useless.

D.  Evolution of the Horse.

1.  All these fossils have been found in the surface strata and in some place hundreds of miles apart.  They do no appear one above another as one would naturally expect.

2.  The so called "evolution of the horse" is not evidence for evolution since development from Eohippus to Equus is not development of a different kind of an organism.

IV.  OTHER OBSERVATIONS

A.  Comparative Anatomy.

1.  Thomas Hunt Morgan who is Professor of Experimental Zoology at Columbia University, and a strong evolutionist said:  "If, then, it can be established beyond dispute that similarity or even identity of the same character in different species is not always to be interpreted to mean that both have arisen from a common ancestor, the whole argument from comparative anatomy seems to tumble in ruins."

2.  Horace E. Wood, Jr., Professor of Biology at Rutgers University said:  "One of the most striking convergence's in parallel evolution is that between the woolly rhinoceros and the living white rhinoceros of Africa.  The resemblance, especially in skull and teeth, is so close that it long seemed incontrovertible that they were extremely closely related.  This now appears not to be the case."

3.  Sir Gavin DeBeer, Prof. Embry., U.London, Director BMNH, "It is now clear that the pride with which it was assumed that the inheritance of homologous structures from a common ancestor explained homology was misplaced; for such inheritance cannot be ascribed to identity of genes. The attempt to find homologous genes has been given up as hopeless."

B.  Embryology.

1.  Professor W. R. Breneman of Indiana University, has pointed out that:  "If Haeckels theory were correct, then it should be possible to answer all questions of animal ancestry and evolution merely by studying the embryonic development of appropriate forms.  Of course, that is certainly not true."

2.  There is some discrepancies in the order of development between evolution and embryonic growth.

a.  Lungs appear last in the embryo, but first in evolution.

b.  Teeth were evolved before tongues, but in mammals, now tongues develop before teeth.

3.  When a child is born with what appears to be a tail, it is sometimes suggested that this is evidence of evolution from tailed ancestors, but it would be equally legitimate to assume than when a child is born with six fingers it is evidence that man has descended from a six-fingered animal.  It may also be noted that the ape has no tail.

4.  Embryonic recapitulation is almost unknown in the plant world although that is where one would naturally expect to find it most clearly demonstrated.

5.  Listed below are some questions to consider when examining this hypothesis.

a.  Why are so few stages included?

b.  Why should we find some of them appearing in the wrong order?

c.  Why should we not find thousands of steps rather then only a few?

d.  Why does the embryo go through some steps that could not possibly have been included in the evolutionary history of the animal?

e.  Why do only some parts of the embryo show recapitulation and other parts never show it?

6.  Embryonic Recapitulation?, Ashley Montagu, "The theory of recapitulation was destroyed in 1921 by Professor Walter Garstang in a famous paper. Since then no respectable biologist has ever used the theory of recapitulation, because it was utterly unsound, created by a Nazi-like preacher named Haeckel." Montague-Gish Prinston Debate, 4/12/80.

7.  Recapitulated Error, K S. THOMPSON, Pres., Academy of Natural Sciences, "Surely the 'Biogenetic Law' is as dead as a doornail It was finally exorcised from biology test books in the fifties. As a topic of serious theoretical inquiry, it was extinct in the twenties." American Scientist, p.273, 5/6/88.

C.  Vestigial Organs.

1.  Darwin stated that "rudimentary organs will speak infallibility with respect to the nature of long-lost structures."  But even if there were any vestigial organs in nature it would be evidence of degeneration and retrogression and not of evolutionary progress.  The problem of evolution is to prove that living creatures acquire new organs, not that they lost the old ones.

V.  CONCLUSIONS.

A.  Comparative anatomy is a weak argument supporting evolution.

B.  Embryology is an erroneous interpretation of the facts based upon very superficial observations.  Each stage of embryonic development is necessary in the life of the fetus and these stages are not evidence for evolution.

C.  The number of vestigial organs continue to decrease with time as medical knowledge continues to increase.  The remaining six vestigial organs do have a possible function according to some medical doctors.

D.  The well know evolution of the horse is not an example of organic evolution since the Eohippus (prehistoric horse) is still a horse.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF EVOLUTION

I.  EVOLUTION VS. SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE

A.  Truth always agrees with truth in any realm and truth never contradicts truth.  Therefore, scientific truth and religious truth will be in harmony.

B.  Law of Energy Conservation (First Law of Thermodynamics).

1.  No energy is now being created or destroyed anywhere in the universe.

2.  The Biblical record agrees with this first law.

3.  Col. 1:16-17, Heb. 1:2-2, II Pet. 3:5-7.

C.  Law of Energy Deterioration (Second Law of Thermodynamics).

1.  Everything tends to become less organized, to become disordered, to decay and die.

2.  As a results of Adam and Eve's sin, the Biblical record says that "cursed is the ground for thy sake" and "for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return."

3.  Ps. 102:25-27, Isa. 51:6, I Pet. 1:24-25, Heb. 12:27-28.

D.  Life Comes From Life (Law of Biogenesis).

1.  Again, the Bible and science agree.

2.  Gen. 1:11, 21, 24.

E.  Cause and Effect.


1.  Cause and effect, which is universally accepted and followed in every field of science, relates every phenomenon as an effect to a cause.  No effect is ever quantitatively 'greater' or qualitatively 'superior' to its cause.  An effect can be lower than its cause but never higher.  In stark contrast, the theory of evolution attempts to make effect such as organized complexity, life and personality greater than their causes -- disorder, non-life, and impersonal forces.   In the television series, Cosmos, Carl Sagan boldly pontificated -- but never proved -- his premise that "the cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be".  In stark contrast, Albert Einstein humbly acknowledged that "the harmony of natural law ... reveals an intelligence of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection." (Ideas and Opinions -- The World as I See it, Albert Einstein, New York: Bonanza Books, 1974, pg. 40).

F.  Two Model of Origins.

CREATION MODEL
EVOLUTION MODEL
By the acts of a Creator.
By naturalistic mechanistic processes due



to properties inherent in inanimate matter.

Creation of basic plant
Origin of all living things from a single

and animal types with
living source which itself arose from

characteristics complete
inanimate matter. Origin of each kind from

in first representatives.
an ancestral form by slow gradual change.

Variation and speciation
Unlimited variation. All forms genetically

limited within each kind.
related.

Predictions concerning the fossil record: 

Sudden appearance in great
Gradual change of simple forms into more

variety of highly complex
and more complex forms.

forms.

Sudden appearance of each
Transitional series linking all categories.

created type with
No systematic gaps.

characteristics complete.

Sharp boundaries separating

major taxonomic groups.

No transitional forms

between higher categories.

Reference: Gish 1985, 44 

II.  GENESIS -- SYMBOLIC OR HISTORICAL?

A.  Many people believe that God created the world through evolutionary processes (theistic evolutionists).

B.  The Bible itself requires us to interpret Genesis as literally and historically true.

C.  Paul refers to the creation as history in I Tim. 2:13 ("For Adam was first formed, then Eve.").

D.  Paul also says in I Cor. 11:9, that "Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man."

E.  Gen. 2:22, says,  "And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman and brought her unto the man."  If one says Gen. 2:22 is symbolic, he contradicts the teaching of Paul.

F.  Paul's writings in Rom. 5:14, 17 and I Cor. 15:21-22 rest on Adam being a historical person.

III.  CREATION OR EVOLUTION -- WHICH?

A.  Which of the following do you believe in?

1.  Earth's waters came gradually from the inside of the earth over a long period of time or the earth was covered with water right from the beginning.

2.  Life first began in the ocean or first life began on dry land.

3.  Fish and other marine life forms were before the fruit trees or fruit trees were before the fish and other living creatures.

4.  Fish were before birds or fish and birds were created at the same time.

5.  All kinds of plants and animals came into existence very gradually from a common ancestor or these kinds were reproduced from their kind.

6.  Man was gradually formed through various animal stages or was formed out of dust.

7.  A continuous creation or a completed creation.

B. Article:  "The History Of Life"  Lane P. Lester, Ph.D, Creation Research Society Quarterly 31.

It has often been claimed that the evolution-creation controversy is a conflict between science and religion. This is given as a primary reason for keeping the creation alternative out of the science classroom. But the two powerful ideas of evolution and creation cut across the academic disciplines of science, religion, philosophy, and history. Both are developed from the findings of scientists and are appropriate subjects for science classes. However, both go beyond the capabilities of science and require a measure of faith from their proponents. Although there are variations in both the evolutionist and the creationist camps, the controversy can be simplified to state that either evolution is true or creation is true. To eliminate one is to confirm the other. Many writers have concentrated on exposing the fatal weaknesses of the evolutionist position, thereby showing that creation is the superior scientific model. But rather than follow this same approach, I would like to provide a positive statement of the creation alternative and give you some of the evidence supporting it. I'll frame this in two somewhat simplified statements, one about the origin of life and one about the origin of species.

                        *Origin of Life*

The origin of life had to be by supernatural creation, because life is too complex to arise through natural processes. The living cell is, in some ways, like a chemical factory, but more complex than any designed by humans. Hundreds of chemical reactions are simultaneously going on in each cell. And the cell is not just a bag of chemicals! It is subdivided into many compartments, just as a human factory is divided into areas with different functions. Both the physical design of the cell and the chemistry in it are clear examples of intelligent design.

There have been many attempts in the laboratory to show how life could originate through natural processes. Scientists have succeeded, usually using extreme measures, in simulating tiny steps of the total process of life. Anyone who expresses satisfaction with these attempts shows us one of two things. Either they have a poor understanding of life or they have an incredible amount of faith in evolution. In spite of headlines about the creation of life in a test tube, scientists are nowhere near being able to demonstrate a natural procedure for the origin of the first cell.

                       *Origin of Species*

A large number of different organisms had to be created supernaturally, because the processes of biological change are not capable of significant innovation. Let's consider first the processes that produce change in individual living things. Then

we'll look at a process that produces change in populations of living things. Both creationists and evolutionists agree that mutations are the only source of new genes. These are genetic mistakes, errors in transmitting the information of inheritance from one generation to the next. Mutations are almost always harmful or neutral in their effects. However, the evolutionist believes mutations are the source of all the diversity of life on earth today. This would require the production of untold numbers of beneficial mutations. That the same handful of examples is always offered is again testimony to the faith of the true believer.

One of the favorite examples of beneficial mutations is the ability of bacteria to change so that they are resistant to antibiotics. Of course, that is beneficial only to the bacteria, not to the humans they infect. Insects, similarly, undergo mutations that make them resistant to insecticides. These resistance mutations are very beneficial to organisms confronted by these poisons. However, they do not produce the kind of change that is needed to convert one type of creature into another.

There are some beneficial mutations that produce large changes.  Charles Darwin, during his voyage around the world, discovered wingless beetles on the island of Madeira. These beetles had undergone mutations causing the loss of wings, a good idea on a windy island. A similar example would be the blind fish that inhabit caves. Here mutations have eliminated organs, which have no use in the dark.  These changes are, indeed, significant, but notice that they involve the loss of existing structures. No one has ever seen a species undergo mutations that produce brand-new wings or eyes.

There is, however, another process by which individuals can vary. Recombination explains why children look different from their parents. This shuffling of the genes can produce superior combinations of different genes. However, because we see that mutations are incapable of supplying useful variation, the useful genes that are there to be shuffled must have been created at the beginning.

We have mutation and recombination as the processes by which individuals can change. But the history of life is primarily the story of populations, not individuals. What causes populations to change? Charles Darwin correctly described natural selection as a powerful process in the history of populations. If some gene combinations have an advantage over others, their owners will leave more offspring for future generations, and this will cause a shift in the genetic makeup of the population. But Darwin thought that because a little change was possible with natural selection, any amount of change could result. One reason for his mistake was his ignorance of genetics. It is interesting that, during the 1850s, when Darwin was doing his research, Gregor Mendel was discovering the principles of genetics. While Darwin was building a case for unlimited change, Mendel was finding an unchanging pattern of inheritance. What does natural selection accomplish? Using the genes provided by the Creator, natural selection makes it possible for populations to survive changes in their environments. It may also allow a population to migrate into a new environment. Finally, natural selection also prevents change as it eliminates or minimizes the effects of harmful mutations. With these basic statements about the origin of life and the origin of species, lets try to put the history of life into a meaningful framework. 

*First Kinds*

According to the creation model, each basic type of living thing was supernaturally created. Can we identify the created types today? It is obvious that some species are related, so species can't be the unit of creation. The higher taxonomic categories (genus, family, etc.) are subjective and can't serve this purpose. A new term is needed, and various ones have been proposed. In our book, _The Natural Limits to Biological Change, Ray Bohlin and I proposed the word "prototype" (first kind). Unfortunately for our egos, this word has not become popular. The clear-cut winner so far is "baramin," which is derived from two Hebrew words meaning essentially "created kind." 

A baramin could be defined as the descendants of a single created population. So each baramin has its beginning at the creation, and unless extinct, continues to exist today in its descendants. After the creation, each baramin population grew and subdivided as it spread over the earth. The processes of recombination and natural selection in new environments in many instances caused the members of the same baramin to divide into separate races and species. A question that arises is whether a small original population could provide all the variability seen today in that baramin. An example that suggests a positive answer is the inheritance of skin color in the human species.  Humans come in many different shades of color, but it is genetically possible that the First Couple could have been the same color, had children the same color as themselves, and yet produced the entire rainbow of humanity. All this would have been possible without the necessity of mutations being involved.

There are many examples of multiple plant species that have come from the same baramin during historical times. Animals are harder to determine in this regard, but it is possible that the horse, donkey, and zebra are descendants of one baramin. The same may be true of at least some of the big cats: lions, tigers, etc. 

*Basic Designs*

To appreciate fully the living world around us today, we need to have another word in our vocabulary, "archetype" (ancient form). This refers to basic designs used repeatedly by the Creator. There is an endless variety of examples known to biologists. One of the most fundamental archetypes is the living cell, the building block of all life. An example seen in most biology textbooks is the front limbs of different back-boned animals. The evolutionist believes that this is evidence of common ancestry, but it is just as logically evidence of the same Designer. Architects today will use similar materials and techniques in several buildings, varying the basic design for the needs of the particular client.

*Summary*

With the above concepts about the origin of life and the origin of species, all the history of life and the great diversity of life today can be understood and appreciated. The known processes of beneficial change (recombination and natural selection) are capable of taking a group of created populations and developing them into the richness of life on earth. It is unnecessary and unreasonable to resort to unknown and unlikely processes, such as mutations, as the sources of variation that could change simple cells into all we see alive today.

Fossil Record Overview - Missing Transitional Forms

A severe problem for evolutionists is the absence of transitional forms in the fossil record. By transitional forms, we mean intermediate forms of life appearing in the fossil record that are "in-between" existing types of organisms found today or in the past.  If slow, gradual evolution occurred, you would expect to observe a continuum of change in the fossil record. After all, if life took millions of years to arrive at its' present state of development, the earth should be filled with fossils that could be easily assembled into a number of series showing minor changes as species were evolving.  The opposite is true - no continuum! When fossils are examined they form records of existing and extinct organisms with clearly defined gaps, or missing transitional forms, consistent with a creationist's view of origins. Below are some of the gaps in the fossil record. 

Consider... 

The Cambrian explosion - At the bottom of the geological column in the so called Cambrian rocks are found highly complex creatures: trilobites, worms, sponges, jellyfish, etc., all without ancestors. It's as though you "turned the light on" in the fossil record. These are highly complex life forms appearing on the scene without forerunners. Trilobites for example, have compound lenses in their eyes that make use of Fermat's principle and Abbe's Sine Law. This is like entering the highway of life without an entrance ramp. 

Insects - When found in the fossil record, they are already developed without ancestors. Dragonflies are dragonflies, cockroaches are cockroaches. Instead of an evolutionary tree, we have only the leaves without the trunk or branches. To compound this problem the question of flight arises...when did they develop the ability to fly? There are no fossil intermediates in the record. 

Invertebrates and vertebrates - Transitional forms leading to vertebrates are absent even though the transition supposedly took millions of years. It s theorized that life passed through a stage where a creature possessed a simple rod-like notochord. This has not been found.

Fish to Amphibian - Fin to feet... Evolutionist glibly cite a Fish --> Amphibian --> Reptile --> Mammal progression in their theory, however there is a large gap in the fossil record between fish and amphibians. Among other differences, fish have small pelvic bones that are embedded in muscle and not connected to the backbone unlike tetrapod amphibians which have large pelvises that are firmly connected to the vertebral column. Without this anatomy, the amphibian could not walk. The morphological differences in this gap are obvious and profound. 

Amphibian to Reptile -The skeletons of amphibians and reptiles are closely related which makes this an ambiguous case. 

Mammals - Mammals just appear in the fossil record, again without transitional forms (Gish notes 32 such orders of mammals). Marine Mammals - whales, dolphins, and sea cows also appear abruptly. It has been suggested that the ancestors of the dolphins are cattle, pigs, or buffaloes. 

Also consider the enigma of flight - supposedly, insects, birds, mammals (bats), and reptiles, each evolved the ability to fly separately. In each of the four cases there are no series of transitional forms to support this assertion. 

The primates - lemurs, monkeys, apes and man appear fully formed in the fossil record. The proverbial "missing link" between man and ape remains elusive and periodically changes with the thinking of the day.

And finally, dinosaurs. Again there is the absence of transitional series leading to these giants. 

The most often cited "example" of a transitional form is the Archaeopteryx, which has been touted as a reptile to bird transition. However, this creature is controversial and enveloped in dispute.

Sometimes evolutionists suggest that the transitional forms haven't been found because there has not been enough fossils unearthed to accurately portray life as it existed long ago. However, since Darwin's time there has been a hundred-fold increase in the number of fossils found and a systematic problem still remains. There are fewer candidates for transitional forms between major divisions of life than for minor divisions, the exact reverse of what is expected by evolutionary theory. 

In summary, instead of getting a phylogenetic "tree" in the fossil record, you get vertical patterns indicative of creation, conflicting with the notions

of gradual evolution and supporting the creationist position. 

IV.  THE FRUITS OF EVOLUTION.

A.  Evolution destroys faith in the Bible, Jesus and God.

1.  One cannot believe the Bible and at the same time believe the theory of evolution.  There is no way to harmonize evolution and Christianity.  There is no place in the theory of evolution for sin, the soul, salvation and a savior.

B.  Might makes right.

1.  Evolution teaches "survival of the fittest".  Progress comes by killing off the weak to develop a stronger species.  Darwin assumed that this is how man emerged into his present state.  This is the idea that might makes right.  The weak are destined to die.  The stronger must conquer the weaker.  The old law of the jungle.  The spirit of lawlessness and complete disregard for one's neighbor.

C.  The Super Race.

1.  There were wars before the theory of evolution became popular.  But evolution justifies the insanity of war.  We are told that from the standpoint of evolution war is good.  In fact, it is necessary.  That it is the application of natural law and is biologically normal and right to crush the weaker people of the earth.

2.  Adolph Hitler believed this philosophy and applied it to the German race, teaching it was the super race and therefore entitled to rule the world.  Hitler said,  "The whole of nature is a continuous struggle between strength and weakness, an eternal victory of the strong over the weak."

D.  Evolution is atheism.

1.  Charles Smith, former president of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, said,  "Evolution is atheism."  Wollsey Teller of the same organization said,  "The God idea cannot be reconciled with our knowledge of evolution."

E.  Evolution produces immorality.

1.  Evolution breaks down all laws, moral and spiritual.  Men are free to give into their worst passions, doing that which is normal and natural.

2.  On May 21, 1924, in Chicago, a 19 year old Nathan F. Loepold and 18 year old Richard A. Loeb murdered 14 year old Robert Franks.  In court, they were defended by the famous criminal lawyer, Clarence Darrow.  He is credited with saving their lives with a defense that used as a major point:  they were victims of evolutionary teaching.

F.  Evolution encourages racial prejudice.

1.  Excerpt from a letter written by Charles Darwin.  "The more civilized so-called Caucasian races have beaten the Turkish hollow in the struggle for existence.  Looking to the world at no very distant date, what an endless number of the lower races will have been eliminated by the higher civilized races throughout the world.  (Letter to W. Graham, 3 July 1881, Life and Letters of Charles Darwin, vol. 1, pg. 316, cited in Gertrude Himmelfarb, Darwin and the Darwinian Revolution, London, Chatto & Windus, 1959), 343.  As quoted in Henry M. Morris, Scientific Creationism, public school edition San Diego: C.L.P. Publishers, 1981)

2. Thomas Huxley who advanced the Darwinian doctrine:  "No rational man, cognizant of the facts, believes that the average Negro is the equal, still less the superior, of the white man.   It is simply incredible [to think] that...he will be able to compete successfully with his bigger-brained and smaller-jawed rival, in a contest which is to be carried on by thoughts and not by bites."  (Thomas H. Huxley, Lay Sermons, Addresses and Reviews (New York: Appleton, 1871), 20.  As quoted in Morris, The Long War Against God, 60)
3.  In the words of Sir Arthur Keith, a militant anti-Christian physical anthropologist:  "The German Fuhrer, as I have consistently maintained, is an evolutionist; he has consistently sought to make the practice of Germany conform to the theory of evolution."  (Arthur Keith, Evolution and Ethics (New York: Putnam, 1947), 230.  As quoted in Morris, The Long War Against God, 76):
4.  It should also be noted that Darwinian evolution is not only racist but sexist as well. "The chief distinction in the intellectual powers of the two sexes is shown by man's attaining to a higher eminence, in whatever he takes up, than can woman -- whether requiring deep thought, reason, or imagination, or merely the use of the senses and hands...  We may also infer ... [that] the average of mental power in man must be above that of woman." (The Descent of Man, Charles Darwin, pg. 566).

V.  IN THE END -- God!

A.  The Scriptures are from God.

B.  The Bible account of creation is true.

C.  Jesus is our Savior.

D.  Man is more than an animal.

E.  Man is responsible to God and must obey His Laws.

F.  If he obeys, man can live with God in Heaven forever.

G.  If he does not obey, man will spend eternity in Hell.

H.  In the beginning God created; in the end, God will judge.  Will you be prepared?

Homework No. 1

Questionnaire

Answer to the Best of your Ability.

1.  List three reasons why it is important for a Christian to study evolution versus creation.

2.  What verse in the bible tells us that God's power and divinity are clearly seen in the natural world?

3.  Please define the theory of organic evolution.  Please list 3 major facets of this theory.

4.  Please list the characteristics of evolution and creation.

EVOLUTION                                  CREATION

5.  What are the three groups of evolutionists and what are their beliefs?

6.  Can a person be an evolutionist and a creationist?  Explain.

7.  Can either creation or evolution be proved scientifically?

8.  List the order of creation in Genesis 1.

Day 1 
1.



2.

Day 2 
1.

Day 3 
1.



2.



3.



4.

Day 4 
1.



2.



3.

Day 5 
1.



2.



3.

Day 6 
1.



2.



3.



4.

9.  Does each day of creation represent a 24-hour period of time or some  other unknown length of time?  Use the Scriptures to prove your answer.

10.  What are 3 reasons why God created the sun, moon and stars?

11.  In what way is man made in God's image?

12.  How do you know that the scriptures in Genesis 2 refer to the same creation account in Genesis 1?  List three reasons.

13.  Please briefly describe how evolutionists explain how life came from non-life (modern theory of chemical evolution).

14.  What were the results from the experiment conducted by Stanley Miller?

15.  How old is the earth according to scientists?

16.  How old is the earth according to the Bible?

17.  Can the geological column be used to prove the age of the earth?  Why or why not?

18.  What is radioactive dating and the three assumptions of this technique?

19.  What is a fossil and how is it formed?

20.  Which of the following are the links between ape and man?


Ramaphithecus


Australopthecus


Home Erectus


Neanderthal Man

21.  What phrase in the Scriptures can be used to show that one kind does not produce another king?  How many times is this phrase recorded in Genesis 1?

22.  What are vestigial organs and how are they used to show evolution?

23.  Is the development of the Eohippus (small, ancient horse) to the modern day horse an example of general evolution?  If not, why not?

24.  How long did the Genesis Flood last?

25.  What are the "fruits" of evolution?

HOMEWORK NO. 2

1.  Please define the theory of organic evolution.  Please list 3 major facets of this theory.

2.  Please list the characteristics of evolution and creation.


EVOLUTION                            CREATION

3.  What are the three groups of evolutionists and what are their beliefs?

4.  Can a person be an evolutionists and a creationist?  Explain.

5.  Can either creation or evolution be proved scientifically?

6.  List four examples of evolution.

7.  What are the two evidences for Creation?

8.  Acceptance or belief in the evolution theory or the Creation account must be both based on faith.  True or False.

9.  Is it scriptural to study the natural world and the theory of evolution in a bible class?  Please give your reasons.

10.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 several time before the next class period.

11.  Over the course of this class, please do the following:  1.  Read handbook, Origins, (provided by teachers) and 2.  If you have a computer and internet connect, browse the following site:  http://www.bible.ca/tracks/.

HOMEWORK NO. 3

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 7 times.

2.  Highlight in a given color the word God and all other reference to Him.

3.  Highlight in another color the words heaven, heavens, expanse, sky.

4.  What words in Genesis 1 mark the beginning of time?

5.  What verse in the New Testament state that the physical world will be destroyed on Judgment Day?

6.  What two things today will be in existence for eternity?

7.  What five different ways is the word "heaven" used in the Bible?  Give Examples.

8.  In Gen. 1:1, what specifically did God create (be descriptive)?  Compare your answer to the other verses in Gen. 1.

9.  What was the condition before the earth when it was created on the first day?

10.  Please draw a picture of what you think the world looked like on the first day.

HOMEWORK NO. 4

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 3 times.

2.  Highlight in a given color the words light and lights.

3.  Highlight in another color the words earth and land.

4.  What does it mean by the words, "And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the water?"

5.  How could God create light on the first day considering that the sun was not created until the fourth day?

6.  What is the Hebrew word for day?

7.  Please use a concordance and look up the word day and check several scriptures.  Please take note of how the word is used when a number precedes the word and when a number does not precede the word.  Did you find any scriptures when the word proceeded by a number did not mean a 24-hour day?

8.  List two sound scriptural reasons why each day of creation does represent a 24-hour period.

9.  What two things were created on the first day?

10.  What group of evolutionist believe that each day of creation represents millions of years?

HOMEWORK NO. 5

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 3 times.

2.  Highlight in a given color the words, "there was evening and there was morning".

3.  Highlight in another color the words, "it was good" and "good".

4.  Please divide Gen. 1 and 2 into 8 major divisions.

5.  List the one thing God created on the second day and the four things He created on the third day?

6.  When God created the plants and vegetation on the third day, how long id it take for the seeds to develop into plants?

7.  What are 3 reasons why God created the sun, moon and stars?

8.  Please draw two pictures of what you think the world looked like on the second and third day.

HOMEWORK NO. 6

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 3 times.

2.  Highlight in another color the words, "it was so".

3.  Highlight in another color the words, "there was".

4.  What three things did God create on the fifth day?

5.  Which came first the chicken or the egg according to the Bible?

7.  How were the water and land animals to reproduce?

8.  Who is the "us" in Gen. 1:26?

9.  What kind of food did Adam and Eve eat while in the Garden of Eden?

10.  Was God tired after the sixth day of creation?

HOMEWORK NO. 7

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 3 times.

2.  Highlight in a give color the words, "after its kind".

3.  Highlight in another color the words that refer to man, mankind and woman.

4.  List the things God created on each day of creation and use the specific words from the Scriptures.

5.  How do you know that the scriptures in Genesis 2 refer to the same creation account in Genesis 1?  List three reasons.

6.  What does it mean in Gen. 2:5,  "Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent rain upon the earth", considering that in Gen. 1 no mention of the vegetable kingdom being dependent on the rain?

HOMEWORK NO. 8

1.  Please read Genesis 1 and 2 about 3 times.

2.  What were the three groups of trees in the Garden of Eden?

3.  Where was the Garden of Eden located?

4.  What were the name of the four rivers that left the Garden of Eden?

5.  How could Adam and Eve partaken of the tree of life?

6.  What is the difference between the tree of  good and evil and tree of life?

7.  Please give 3 reasons why man has preeminence about all other creatures of the earth?

HOMEWORK NO. 9

1.  Please memorize Rom. 1:20 and Ps. 19:1.

2.  Please read the following scriptures.


Ps. 104.


Job 37-39.


Ps. 136:1-9.


Jer. 10:11-13.


Ps. 147-148.


Pr. 8:22-33.

HOMEWORK NO. 10

1.  Who is the "Father of Organic Evolution"?

2.  What occurred in his early years that could have possibly affected his thinking toward concepts related to evolution?

3.  What was the name of the ship that he sailed on during his 5 year exploration voyage?

4.  What things did Darwin observe on his voyage that got him thinking about evolution?

5.  What three facts did Darwin deduce from his trip?

6.  What two deductions did he conclude from these 3 facts?

7.  Do you agree with these facts and deductions?

8.  What is the name of the book Darwin wrote that reported his findings and deductions from his voyage?

9.  What book did Darwin write that dealt with man's ancestry?

10.  What did he conclude in this book about man?

HOMEWORK NO. 11

1.  According to the modern theory of evolution, how did life developed from non-life matter?

2.  Was oxygen present during the development of life from non-life according to this theory?

3.  What is DNA?

4.  According to this theory, how were mountain ranges formed?

5.  What insect was the first animal to breath air?

6.  What fish was the first sea animal to develop a vertebrate?

7.  According to this theory, are there any dinosaurs living today?

8.  What animal was the transition animal from a reptile to a bird?

9.  What is the Theory of Punctuated Equilibrium?

10.  What are the three assumptions of organic evolution?

HOMEWORK NO. 12

1.  Briefly summarize the modern theory of chemical evolution.

2.  What scriptures state that God created life?

3.  Who was Stanley Miller and what experiment did he perform to support this theory?

4.  What would oxygen gas do to the formation of amino acids in Mr. Miller's experiment?

5.  Are there any destructive processes or molecules that would inhibit the formation of amino acids?

6.  Has DNA been synthesized in the laboratory today from inorganic molecules?

HOMEWORK NO. 13

1.  Please describe the parts of a living cell.

2.  What is the probability that DNA could be synthesized?

3.  What is the Law of Biogenesis?

4.  Who developed this Law?

5.  Why do you think that there is only a minority of scientists who believe in the creation account as recorded in Genesis?

6.  Do you think based on the material presented that the theory of chemical evolution is a plausible explanation how life came from non-life setting aside your faith in God as the Creator of life?

HOMEWORK NO.  14

1.  How old is the earth according to most scientists?

2.  What is the geologic column?

3.  How is it used to show that the earth is very old?

4.  What are the four main divisions of the column?

5.  According to the column, what era did man evolve in?

6.  Does the Grand Canyon show the entire geological column?

HOMEWORK NO.  15

1.  What is radioactive dating?

2.  What are the three types of radioactive dating?

3.  What are the assumptions of radioactive dating?

4.  How was the age of the earth determined?

5.  How old is the earth according to the Bible?

6.  What does it mean by the comment "creation with the appearance of age"?

HOMEWORK NO.  16

1.  How many and what kinds of index fossils are found in the Precambrian?

2.  What percent of the geologic column is in the Precambrian?

3.  Does the fossils found and placed in the column show a general progression of more complex life in younger rocks?

4.  What are the three problems with the assumptions of radioactive dating?

5.  What is catastrophism and is it associated with the Creation Account or General Evolution?

6.  How old do you think the earth is according to the evidence presented in this lesson?

HOMEWORK NO. 17

1.  Which of the following are examples of organic evolution?

--  Caterpillar turning into a butterfly.

--  Average height of the Japanese people increasing in height as a result of more nutritious eating.

--  A child being born with one leg.

2.  What are hybrids?

3.  What is a mutation?

4.  List four characteristics of mutations.

5.  According to evolutionists what process screens good from bad mutations?

6.  How many times does "after its kind" appear in Genesis 1 and 2?

HOMEWORK NO. 18

1.  What is a "missing" link?

2.  What is a paleoanthropoligist?

3.  What are the "supposed" five intermediate links between ape and man?

4.  What fossils were discovered that described Ramapithecus?

5.  What are the characteristics of Australopithecus?

6.  According to paleoanthropoligists, is the latest thinking that the Neanderthal Man was erect or bent over?

HOMEWORK NO. 19

1.  List four scriptures that state man's origin.

2.  What is the difference between an invertebrate and a vertebrate?  Give some examples of both types?  Are there intermediate links between these two types of organisms?

3.  Did these two strong evolutionists, Charles Darwin and George Simpson, recognize the existence of intermediate links?

4.  Give some examples of plant and animal life that are living today and were living 200 to 600 million years ago (according to geological column).

5.  Give six examples of systematic gaps in the fossil record.

HOMEWORK NO. 20

1.  Was Ramapithecus an ape, intermediate link, or man?

2.  Was Australopithecus an ape, intermediate link or man?

3.  Was Homo Erectus an ape, intermediate link or man?

4.  Was the Neanderthal Man an ape, intermediate link or man?

5.  Was Cro-Magnon an ape, intermediate link or man?

6.  How accurate are these reconstruction's of these intermediate links?

HOMEWORK NO. 21

1.  Do evolutionists believe in an universal flood?

2.  According to the scriptures, how high above the mountains did the water rise?

3.  According to the Bible, how long did the Genesis Flood last?

4.  What verse in the Scriptures indicate that there was another source of the flood waters other than from the sky?

5.  What does the word "deep" mean as used in Gen. 7?

6.  How large was the ark that Noah and his sons built?

HOMEWORK NO. 22

1.  What is the significance that after the Genesis Flood the age of man at death began a significant decline?

2.  What is the evidence outside the scriptures that indicates that there was a universal flood?

3.  What are the geological implications of a Genesis Flood?

4.  According to geologists, by what process were the sedimentary rocks of the earth deposited?

5.  According to Mr. W. J. Miller, are there many fossils being formed today?

HOMEWORK NO. 23

1.  What is comparative anatomy?  How do evolutionists use this hypothesis to support evolution?

2.  What is the hypothesis of embryology as it relates to evolution?

3.  How do we know that the slits in an human embryo doesn't support ancestor development from a fish?

4.  What are vestigial organs?

5.  List the three most common vestigial organs.

6.  Why is the hypothesis of vestigial organs contradictory to the evolution "theory".

7.  Why does the supposed evolution of the horse not support evolution?

Review

1.  List three reasons why it is important for a Christian to study evolution versus creation.

2.  What verse in the bible tells us that God's power and divinity are clearly seen in the natural world?

3.  Please define the theory of organic evolution.  Please list 3 major facets of this theory.

4.  Please list the characteristics of evolution and creation.

EVOLUTION                                  CREATION

5.  What are the three groups of evolutionists and what are their beliefs?

6.  Can a person be an evolutionist and a creationist?  Explain.

7.  Can either creation or evolution be proved scientifically?

8.  List the order of creation in Genesis 1.

Day 1 
1.



2.

Day 2 
1.

Day 3 
1.



2.



3.



4.

Day 4 
1.



2.



3.

Day 5 
1.



2.



3.

Day 6 
1.



2.



3.



4.

9.  Does each day of creation represent a 24-hour period of time or some other unknown length of time?  Use the Scriptures to prove your answer.

10.  What re 3 reasons why created the sun, moon and stars?

11.  In what way is man made in God's image?

12.  How do you know that the scriptures in Genesis 2 refer to the same creation account in Genesis 1?  List three reasons.

13.  Please briefly describe how evolutionists explain how life came from non-life (modern theory of chemical evolution).

14.  What were the results from the experiment conducted by Stanley Miller?

15.  How old is the earth according to scientists?

16.  How old is the earth according to the Bible?

17.  Can the geological column be used to prove the age of the earth?  Why or why not?

18.  What is radioactive dating and the three assumptions of this technique?

19.  What is a fossil and how is it formed?

20.  Which of the following are the links between ape and man?


Ramaphithecus


Australopthecus


Home Erectus


Neanderthal Man

21.  What phrase in the Scriptures can be used to show that one kind does not produce another king?  How many times is this phrase recorded in Genesis 1?

22.  What are vestigial organs and how are they used to show evolution?

23.  Is the development of the Eohippus (small, ancient horse) to the modern day horse an example of general evolution?  If not, why not?

24.  How long did the Genesis Flood last?

25.  What are the "fruits" of evolution?

ADDITIONAL READING

EVOLUTION

1.  Evolving The Theory and Processes of Organic Evolution, Francisco J. Auyala, James W. Valentine, The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Menlo Park, CA., 1979.

2.  Life on Earth, David Attenborough, 1979.

3.  Origins of Species, Charles Darwin, Biblio. Dist., 1982.

4.  The Descent of Man and Selection in Relations to Sex, Charles Darwin, Princeton University Press, 1981.

5.  Encyclopedia Britannica.

CREATION

1.  Scientific Creationism, Henry M. Morris, Creation-Life Publishers, San Diego, DA, 1974.

2.  Evolution The Fossils Say No!, Duane T. Gish, Creation-Life Publishers, San Diego, CA, 1979.

3.  21 Scientists Who Believe in Creation, Creation-Life Publishers, 1977.

4.  The Deluge Story in Stone, Bryon E. Nelson, Bethany Fellowship Inc. Publishers, Minneapolis, MN., 1968.

5.  The Mystery of Life's Origin:  Reassessing Current Theories, C. B. Thaxton, W. L. Bradley, R. L. Olsen, Philosophical Library, New York, 1984.

6.  The Genesis Flood, John C. Witcomb, Henry M. Morris, The Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1960.

7.  Evolution and Christian Faith, Boton Davidheiser, The Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1969.

8.  Evolution "Science Falsely So-Called", International Christian Crusade, 1974.

9.  Acts & Facts (Periodical pamphlet), Institute of Creation Research, P.O. Box 2667, El Cajon, CA., 92021.

10.  Reason & Revelation (periodical pamphlet), Apologetics Press Inc., Montgomery, AL., 36117.

11. The Face that Demonstrates the Farce of Evolution, Hank Hanegraaff,  Word Publishing, 1998.

12. The Creator and the Cosmos, Hugh Ross, Navpress, Colorado Springs, CO., 1993.

13. The Kalam Cosmological Argument, William Lane Craig, London, U.K., Macmillan Press, 1979.

14. The Universe and Dr. Einstein, Lincoln Barnett, William Sloane Associates,  New York:, 1948.

15. "Forty Minutes with Einstein," Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 50, Douglas, A. Vibert, 1956, p. 106.

16. Origins, Film Series Handbook 1, Films for Christ, Elmwood, Illinois, 1983.

Class Critique

1.  Did this class fulfill the 5 specific objectives set forth in the overview lesson?  If not explain.

2.  What improvements could be made in this class?

3.  What were the strengths of this class?

4.  What parts of this class would you change, delete or add?

5.  Was the class too small or too big?

6.  Were there any problems with the classroom i.e. too noisy, too cold, too hot, seating arrangement, etc.?

7.  Did the teacher answer your questions on a scriptural bases?

8.  Any other comments, complaints, problems.
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