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Introduction

Read the entire book at one setting, preferably aloud. When finished, record your impression. 

Title

Ecclesiastes – pronounced, ik-klee-z-ASS-teez

If you have an ASV, what is the alternate title given?

If you have a NIV, what does the footnote say on “Teacher,” v. 1?

Author

Read the following verses. Who does it sound like these describe to you?

1:1,16; 2:9; 7:26-29; 12:9

Portion of human existence under consideration in the book

Mark in your Bible, or list on a separate sheet of paper, each time the phrases “under the sun,” “see the sun,” “under heaven,” “upon the earth,” “on the land” (NASV), or “on the ground” (NKJV) occur. How many times (total)?

What portion of man’s existence is being considered by the writer?

To ignore this in interpreting or applying verses in Ecclesiastes is to violate one of the basic rules of interpretation: every passage must be interpreted in the light of its context.

Theme

Mark in your Bible, or list on a separate sheet of paper, each time “vanity,” “vain,” “striving after the wind” (ASV, NASV), “grasping for the wind” (NKJV), “labored for the wind” (KJV, NKJV, ASV - “laboreth”) or “toils for the wind” (NASV), “vexation of spirit” (KJV), “fleeting,” “futile,” or “futility,” “emptiness” (NASV) occur. Counting 1:2 as five, 1:14 as two, etc., how many times (total)?

Mark “what advantage,” “no advantage,” “advantage,” “what is the advantage,” “no profit,” “what profit,” “What does it accomplish?” “what does a man get,”  “what good is there” (KJV, 5:11), “what is man the better” (KJV, ASV) or “how is man the better” (NKJV, 6:11),  “profit” (KJV, 5:9, 7:11), “more excellent” (ASV, 7:11), “profitable” (NKJV, KJV, ASV, 10:10), “excellency” (KJV, ASV) or “excellence” (NKJV, 7:12), “What doeth it?” (KJV, ASV, 2:2), “For what hath man” (KJV, ASV) or “what has man” (NKJV, 2:22).  (Do NOT include “better” unless in above phrases.) Write down the chapters and verses where these occur.

The last two questions taken together give a key to the theme of the book. See 1:2-3.

To further emphasize the special view of life taken in this book . . .

Contrast

With the certain hope of eternal life as an anchor to the soul

2:15; 3:19-22; 5:6c; 6:8a,12; 7:16-17; 9:2,10 

Eph. 5:15; 2 Cor. 4:16-5:7; Heb. 6:10-20; 10:35-38; 11:9-10,15-16; 1 Cor. 15:58; Col. 3:1-4; Phil. 1:21-23; 2 Tim. 2:10; etc.

Contrast

With

2:24; 3:12,13,22; 5:18; 8:15; 9:7

Lk. 12:15:-21 (esp. v. 19); 1 Cor. 15:32; Mt. 16:26

Always remember that this is written with a one-sided view of life (“under the sun”) obviously predominant. 

This is not to say that there are no intimations of the future in the book. 7:18; 8:12-13; 11:9; 12:7,13-14

Observe throughout the book faith in God. 2:24-26; 3:10-17; 5:1-7; etc.

Purpose

To set forth proper philosophy of life in view of the circumstances and give wise counsel for living life under the sun. This will be evidenced throughout the book. See 12:9-14.

Outline

· Theme: 1:1-2

· Futility and “evil” of life under the sun: 1:3-6:12

· Wisdom for bad times: 7:1-12:8

· Concluding exhortation: 12:9-14

Chapter 1

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· Give a brief outline of the book.
1:1-11 – Prologue: All is vanity

What is the question of the book? (v. 3)

What illustrates the theme? (vv. 4-11)

1:12-18 – Personal quest for answer (to Q. of v. 3)

What did the Preacher aim to do? 

Why was he eminently qualified for this task? 

What was his conclusion?

Chapter 2

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

2:1-11 – Test of pleasure (“folly”)

Mark “for myself” in vv. 4-8. 

List the things the Preacher had for enjoyment


Of the things in the first column, list those which Jesus possessed
List those things you have for enjoyment





What profit did the Preacher reap from this activity? Why?
What profit was realized as a result of Jesus’ life? Why?
Will these things profit you? Why?





Specifically, what things can we do that WILL profit?

2:12-17 – Comparison of wisdom and pleasure (“folly”)

Mark “wisdom,” “folly,” “wise,” “fool,” “both” in this section.

Why is wisdom better than folly?

Why is it yet futile?

2:18-23 – Futility of labor

Count the words “labor” and “labored” (“toiled” NKJV) in this section. How many times do they occur?

According to this section, what fact emphasizes the vanity of human accomplishments in this life?

 (For class discussion) What about working and saving to leave children and inheritance? 

2:24-26 – Recommended solution

In view of the futility of life, how then should we live?

Is such a view pleasing or not pleasing to God? Explain.

Chapter 3

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?

· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

3:1-15 – God’s sovereignty and man’s limitations

How many times does the word “time” occur in this chapter? 

Though man desires to more fully understand the providential government of God blinding him to futility, he cannot. Nor can he alter it. These limitations upon man’s knowledge and ability serve a moral purpose. What is it?

How then should man live? (vv. 12,13,22)

3:16-17 – God’s sovereignty and justice

Is the fact that “in the place of justice there is wickedness” inconsistent with the sovereignty of a righteous God? How does the author deal with this dilemma?

If Solomon was the author, would vv. 16-17 be a self-indictment of his reign? Discuss.

3:18-22 – God’s sovereignty and the vanity of earthly existence

Comparing man and beast . . . 

· How are they alike?

· How are they different?

Is any purpose served in man being made to realize his likeness to beast? Explain.

Chapter 4

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

· How can it be said that “there is no advantage for man over beast” (3:19)?

4:1-3 – Lot of the oppressed

What makes their condition so bleak?

Why are the dead and non-existent better off?

4:4-6 – Moderation is better than rivalry and slothfulness

What are the three alternative lifestyles in vv. 4-6?

What does the author observe about each one (pro or con)?

4:7-12 –Lasting relationships better than selfish pursuit of riches

What is the “grievous task” or “grave misfortune” (NKJV) (“sore travail” KJV) of vv. 7-12?

Why are lasting relationships better than the selfish pursuit of riches?

4:13-16 – Fleeting popularity, illustrated with political rulers

What is the transitory possession discussed in vv. 13-16—one widely sought after and cherished today?

Four times in chapter four he says something is “better,” vv. 3, 6, 9, 13. What is “better” and what is it better than?
v. 3

v. 6

v. 9

v. 13

Chapter 5

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

5:1-7 – Fear God and pay what you vow!

Mark “vow” and words signifying speech, e.g., “word,” “mouth,” (KJV, ASV, NKJV, NIV), etc.

What attitude will cause one to “pay what you vow”?

5:8-17 – Desire for riches and its effect on life under the sun

What does the preacher say about how the desire for riches affect life under the sun? (Give a brief summary in your own words.)

vv. 8-9

vv. 10-12

vv. 13-17

5:18-20 – Recommendation: Enjoy the life God has given you under the sun

This is the fourth time the solution to the question of how to live in view of the vanity of life is given. Where are the other three?

What do all four counsel a person to do with his possessions, abilities, and opportunities?

All four tell why a person should so live. Explain.

Is it wrong for a person to be wealthy? Why?

If a person is wealthy, should he enjoy his wealth? Why?

Is it the wealth that makes his life enjoyable or his attitude toward it? Explain why you answer as you do, giving evidence for your answer.

Chapter 6

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

6:1-6 – A prevalent “evil”

Three different men are described in vv. 1-6.

· What were the first man’s circumstances financially and socially?

· What dimension is added to the second man’s life?

· What dimension is added to the third man’s life?

· What “evil” was characteristic of all of them?

6:7-9 – The reason for this “evil”

This section explains one reason men suffer this “evil.” What is it?

How would you label this philosophy of life?

What advantage does the wise man, or the poor man who knows how to live, have?

6:10-12 – An attitude that compounds this “evil”

Why is fighting against the transitoriness of life and its possessions futile?

Chapter 7

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

· Will prosperity and long life necessarily make life better? Explain.

7:1-12:8 – Wisdom for bad times

Counsel about how to live in bad times come to the forefront in this part of the book. 

7:1-29 – Outline

Wisdom for times of

· Death, vv. 1-4

· Rebuke, vv. 5-6

· Oppression, vv. 7-10

· Poverty, vv. 11-14

· When things seem topsy-turvy, vv. 15-18

· Prevalence of sin, vv. 19-22

Seeking to find an explanation for evil times – vv. 23-29

Underline or highlight the word “better” each time it occurs in the chapter. Include “good” in vv. 11, 18.

Circumstances of adversity run through this section. Select words and phrases through vv. 1-21 that illustrate and emphasize this.

· v. 1

· v. 2

· v. 3

· v. 4

· v. 5

· v. 7

· v. 7

· v. 10 (phrase)

· v. 14

· v. 15 (phrase)

· v. 15 (phrase)

· v. 20 (phrase)

· v. 21 (phrase)

What reason is given for not being 

· “excessively righteous”?

· “excessively wicked”?

How does wisdom give strength to live among people subject to sin and weakness? vv. 19-22

Chapter 8

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

8:1-10 – Wisdom for living under a powerful and capricious ruler

Select phrases from this section that indicate the nature of the kind of ruler the author had in mind.

Select phrases from this section indicate the author’s advice for living under such a ruler.

8:11-15 – Justice nor wickedness guarantee longevity

What encourages the multiplication of criminal activity in a society?

In the author’s observation, do righteous men live longer and wicked men die younger?

What is the recommendation, and why is it recommended, v. 15

8:16-17 – God’s moral government beyond man’s research

How can a recognition of this help us? Discuss.

Chapter 9

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

9:1-6 – Death is the common fate of all men

Materialists use vv. 5-6 to teach man has no consciousness after death - that he knows and feels nothing. Show their interpretation wrong from the text. 

9:7-9 – Counsel in view of this

How should man live in view of the universal certainty of death and its termination of activity under the sun? 

9:10-12 – Death comes without planning, exception, or warning

Why is procrastination unwise? 

Should this cause one to reorder his priorities? Explain.

9:13-18 – Quiet wisdom better, but rejected by fools

Can you think of modern day examples where the quiet voice of wisdom goes unheard while the powerful voice of the foolish rules among fools to their own destruction?

Chapter 10

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

· Does 9:3-6 teach that the dead are unconscious? If not, explain.

10:1-20 – Foolishness and wisdom, particularly as it relates to foolish rules and their subjects

· 10:1-3 – Foolishness brings ruin

· 10:4 – Meekness before rulers

· 10:5-7 – Mal-distribution of authority

· 10:8-11 – Caution in seeking reform

· 10:12-15 – Folly seldom knows when or what to speak

· 10:16-19 – Sad lot of living under selfish rulers

· 10:20 – Be careful of treasonous remarks anywhere

Foolish rulers are a recurring subject in this book: 2:18-19; 3:16-17; 4:13-16; 5:8-9; 7:7-10; chapter 8; 9:13-18.

What does wisdom teach and encourage under such a system?

· vv. 1-3

· v. 4

· vv. 8-11

· vv. 12-15

· vv. 20

Chapter 11

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

11:1-6 – Optimism versus pessimism

Two opposing philosophies of life are pictured in vv. 1-6. 

Think of practical applications today to:

· Business

· The Family

· Evangelism

11:7-8 – Enjoy life, for night is coming!

Why should man enjoy the life he now has?

11:9-10 – Rejoice responsibly in youth

What are young men and women encouraged to do?

What are they cautioned about?

What counsel are they given and why? 

Think of applications of this section to dating, drinking, drugs, political movements, etc. 

Chapter 12

Review

· What does “Ecclesiastes” mean?

· Who is the author?

· What is the theme of the book? 

· What portion of human existence is under consideration in the book?

· What is the question of the book? What is the answer?
· What is the author’s recommendation about how we should live life under the sun?

· Give a brief outline of the book.

12:1-8 – Remember your Creator!

“Remember” connotes more than “call to the mind”. Explain.

Why should young men and women remember their Creator? (note 11:1-10 as well as 12:1-8)

12:9-10 – The Preacher’s written work

Why does the preacher recommend himself? vv. 9-10

12:11-12 – Discerning worth-while wisdom

Why are these words of wisdom especially worthy of study? 

12:13-14 – The conclusion

Why should every person fear and serve God under the sun?  

Background reading





1 Kings chapters 3-5; 7:1-12; chapters 9-11.





Suggested reading





Psalm 49





On the first part of v. 11, compare: Gen. 50:19,20; Acts 2:23





On the last part of v. 11, compare: ch. 8:17 Job. 33:13; 37:23-24; 40:6-9; 42:1-6; Rom. 11:33; 1 Cor. 2:6-13





Note NASB footnote on “dependent” in v. 8 and compare KJV, ASV, and NKJV





If using the KJV, compare the ASV, NASB, or NKJV. Note the alternatives in translation. They may help clarify interpretation.





Vv. 5-6, or, vv. 5-7? Some translations make v. 7 go with 5-6 translating the Hebrew particle, “For,” making v. 7 giving a cause for some foregoing statement. Others translate, “Surely,” making v. 7 begin a new thought and the Hebrew particle one of assertion and emphasis.





If you have The Humble Messenger, Jan. 13, 1991,  there is an article on this subject.





The Humble Messenger, June 16, 1991, has an article discussing 9:18.





Suggestion: Mark “you do not know” in vv. 1-6.








