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12 Books of History 
Joshua through Esther 

 
Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11 

 
Tab 1 25 lessons as outlined below 
 

Date Day Topic  Page No. 
6/4 Sun Introduction & Overview 1 - 4 
6/7 Wed Periods 1 & 2 - Before the Flood, Flood 5 - 6 
6/11 Sun Periods 3 & 4  - Scattering of Mankind, Patriarchs 7 - 8 
6/14 Wed Periods 5 & 6 – Exodus, Wilderness Wanderings 9 -10 
6/18 Sun Period 7 – The Conquest of Canaan 11 
6/21 Wed • Book of Joshua 12 
6/25 Sun Period 8 – The Judges 13 
6/28 Wed • Book of Judges and 1 Samuel 1 - 8 14 -15 
7/2 Sun • Book of Judges and 1 Samuel 1 – 8 (continued)  
7/5 Wed • Book of Ruth and 1 Chronicles 1 – 9 16 
7/9 Sun Period 9 – The United Kingdom (Saul, David and Solomon) 17 
7/12 Wed • Book of 1 Samuel 10 – 31 and 1 Chronicles 10 18 
7/16 Sun • Book of 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles 11 - 29 19 
7/19 Wed • Books of 1 Kings 1 - 11 and 2 Chronicles 1 - 9 20 
7/23 Sun Period 10 – The Divided Kingdom (Judah and Israel) 21 
7/26 Wed Gospel Meeting – meet in auditorium   
7/30 Sun • Review of Periods 7 to 10, Books of 1 Kings 12 – 22,  

2  Kings 1 – 17 and 2 Chronicles 10-28 
22-23 

8/2 Wed • Books of 1 Kings 12 – 22,  2  Kings 1 – 17 and         
2 Chronicles 10-28 (continued) 

 

8/6 Sun Period 11 – Judah Continues 24 
8/9 Wed • Books of 2 Kings 18 - 25 and 2 Chronicles 29 - 36 25 
8/13 Sun Period 12 – Babylonian Captivity 26 
8/16 Wed Period 13 – The Return From Captivity 27 
8/20 Sun • Book of Ezra 28 
8/23 Wed • Book of Esther and Persian Kings 29-30 
8/27 Sun • Book of Nehemiah 31 
8/30 Wed Periods 14 to 17 32-35 

 
Tab 2 Practice quizzes (Periods 1 to 13) for your self    
  assessment and review. Not reviewed in class. 
 
Tab 3 Resource Material - timelines and charts  
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1. Overview – this study  

a. Is a balance of lecture and interactive discussion  
b. Time will not allow a detailed study of each book. 
c. The lessons are arranged chronologically – this requires some jumping 

around as some of these books (or their parts) overlap! Two examples: 
§ Ezra 1-6, Esther, Ezra 7-10, and Nehemiah 
§ The genealogy of 1 Chronicles 1 – 9 overlaps much of the Old Testament 

 
2. The annex encourages a more interactive learning environment.  Which, if any, of the 

“adult” learning techniques shown on the left are appropriate  for a Bible Study? 
 
Andragogical Training  – adult learning Pedagogical Training – children learning 

Participants or learners Students 
Independent learning style Dependent learning style 
Objectives are flexible Predetermined and inflexible objectives 
Learners contribute via experience Learners are inexperienced and uninformed 
Active training methods are used Passive training methods (lecture) are used 
Learners influence timing and pace Trainer controls timing and pace 
Participant involvement is vital to success Participants contribute little 
Learning is real life problem centered Learning is content centered 
Participants are seen as primary resources 
for ideas and examples 

Trainer is seen as the primary resource who 
provides ideas and examples 

 
So, regardless of your background or previous understanding of this material – please 
come prepared and ready to participate! It will benefit both you and our collective 
classroom study if you prepare by completing the worksheet BEFORE CLASS.  
Worksheet content and methodolgy vary from lesson to lesson. Refer to the resource 
section of the notebook and other study aides. Questions and engaged discussion are 
welcome in class. 
 

3. A review of Bible divisions 
a. As one book, one entire compilation of God’s thoughts 

i. Revelation, Scripture Rom 16:25-26 ; 2 Tim 3:15 
ii. Thoughts of God, taught/led by the Spirit 1 Cor 2:10-13 

b. As two testaments 
c. As sixty six books. Note that some faiths have added uninspired books later 

(such as the Apocrypha – these are not part of Holy Scripture) 
d. As three sections – Moses/law, prophets, psalms Luke 24:27, 44 
e. Other terms – Torah, Pentateuch 
f. Septuagint (LXX) – quoted by both the Lord and His apostles, translation of Old 

Testament  into Greek  
g. 5, 12, 5, 5, 12 – law, HISTORY, poetry, major prophets, minor prophets 

 
4. Acknowledgement  

a. 17 Periods of Biblical History (Andy Diestelkamp, Pontiac, IL ) is used as a 
primary outline for this study.  

b. Notes and resource materials from Bible Survey (Steve Fontenot, Humble, TX) 
c. Other resource materials 
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The Book of Joshua 
 
 

1. Approximate dates ___________.  Brief summary of the book (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Significant characters  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Key external events (surrounding nations, etc.) which set the context of the book. It’s 

author. Unique aspects of this book 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Contrast the Battles of Jericho and Ai and their related events 

a. Jericho, chapter 6 
 
 
 

b. Ai, chapter 7 
 
 
5. Brief outline of the book 

1:1-9 (conquest - 7 yrs. Josh. 14:7, 10 with Deut. 2:14)  
• Three conquests 6 - 11 
• Division of the land, 13 - 22 
• Joshua’s farewell address, 23 – 24 (note 24:15) 

 
 
6. Show how God was working His “scheme of redemption” throughout this book.  

a. Example - Land promise fulfilled - 21:43-44; 23:14.  
b. Where was this first promised and to whom?  
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The Book of Judges and 1 Samuel 1 - 8 
 
 

1. Approximate dates ___________. Brief summary of the book or section (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. A Judge – Primary emphasis in the Book of Judges is of a deliverer of Israel from the 

oppression of the enemy: 2:15-18; 3:9, 15, 31, etc. See also 1 Samuel 12:10-11. 
 

• Secondary, an elected or appointed official with authority to hear and decide cases 
as in a court of law. 16:18-20…17:8-13; Judges 4:4,5; 1 Samuel 7:15-17  

• Numbering the judges. Depending on the following factors, any number between 
12 and 17 can be arrived at as to the total number of judges. 

• Include/exclude Abimelech.  
• Include only those in the book of Judges, or also those in Samuel.  
• Include/exclude Samuel’s two sons. 
• If include Barak, Deborah’s military leader, then 18 judges 

 
Why are Samuel and Eli not included in the book of Judges? (1 Samuel 4:18, 7:15) 
No certain answer. Possibly because Eli is viewed primarily from his work as high 
priest (1 Samuel 1:9) and Samuel from his work as prophet (1 Samuel 3:19-21), 
whereas those in “Judges” were raised primarily for that purpose (?). Compare 1 
Samuel 8:6; 2 Kings 15:5 
 

• To some degree the judges governed the nation as a civil ruler or king would, 1 
Samuel 8:5, 6. Compare 2 Kings 15:5. Note Jud. 2:17; 9:2; 11:9-11. Ruling as a 
king may have been more of the people’s desire than God’s intent (?) 8:22-23; 1 
Samuel 8:5-6. Was this a sign of their apostasy in their failure to recognize and trust 
in God as their King? See 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25, 1 Samuel 8:7, 10:19.  

 
• Nothing is said of Jair (10:3-5), Ibzan, Elon, or Abdon (12:8-15) accomplishing any 

military victories to deliver the nation, and nothing is mentioned of Shamgar (3:31),  
 
3. Contrast  and compare  these passages: 
 

• Judges 2:7  
 

• Judges 17:6; 21:25 
 

• 1 Samuel 8:7; 10:19 
 
4. What cycle is described in 2:11-23 and note the consequences of the cycle, 2:20-23 
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5. For each judge, provide the oppressor and significant events 
 

• Othniel of Judah, 3:7-11  
 

• Ehud of Benjamin, 3:12-30  
 

• Shamgar, 3:31.  
 

• Deborah (Ephraim) and Barak (Naphtali). ch 4-5. 
 

• Gideon of Manasseh, ch 6-8.  
 

• ** Abimelech, ch. 9. (usurper)  
 

• Tola of Issachar, 10:1-2.  
 

• Jair of Gilead, 10:3-5.  
 

• Jephthah of Gilead, 10:6-12:7 
 

• Ibzan of Bethlehem, 12:8-10.  
 

• Elon of Zebulun, 12:11-12. 
 

• Abdon of Ephraim, 12:13-15. 
 

• Samson of Dan, 13:1-16:31.  
 

• Eli of Levi, 1 Samuel 4:18.  
 

• Samuel of Levi, 1 Samuel 7:15-17. Acts 13:30 
 
 
6. Change is near - the people want a king!   Read 1 Samuel 8:1-20  
 
 
 
7. What were God’s warnings to Israel’s request. Ex. 19:5-6; Lev. 23-26; Deut. 12:29-31, 
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The Book of Ruth and 1 Chronicles 1 - 9 
 
 

1. Brief summary of the book o f Ruth (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Approximate date of Ruth _______.  Ruth 1:1; 4:16-22 
 
 
 
 
3. Describe Ruth’s background and developing family situation, Ruth 1:1-18 
 
 
 
 
4. Given the low moral levels and overall state of affairs in Israel during the time of the judges 

(refer to previous lesson and Judges 17:6; 21:25), what is unique and exemplary about the 
major characters in this book? 

 
• Ruth 1:16-17; 2:11-12; 3:10-11 

 
 

• Boaz 4:5-11 
 
 
5. Show how God was working His  “scheme of redemption” throughout the book of Ruth  
 

• Ruth 4:13-22 (Matt 1:5-6) 
 
 
 
6. “Chronicle” - historical record according to date; register of facts or events arranged in the 

order in which they happened. 1 Chronicles 1 to 9 lists genealogies of Bible families from 
Adam to David. Identify significant Old Testament characters in 1 Chronicles 1 – 9, and 
note any “omissions” or “out of sequence records” 

 
 
 
 
 



  Page 17   

 



  Page 18   

The Book of 1 Samuel 10 – 31 and 1 Chronicles 10 
 
 

1. Approximate dates ____________. As studied previously,  1 Samuel 1-9 introduces us to  
Samuel, the prophet and judge.  Samuel anointed the first two kings, Saul and David.  
Samuel overlaps and links the period of the judges to the United Kingdom. 

 
 
2. Saul ruled 40 years 1 Samuel 13:1; Acts 13:21, and David ruled 40 years 1 Kings 2:11; 

11:42; 2 Samuel 2:8-11; 3:1; 5:5 
 
 
3. Explain what scripture shares about Saul. 

 
• Stature, 1 Samuel 9:2 ___________________________________________ 
• Character, 1 Samuel 13:13-14; 15:22-26 ____________________________ 
• Rash judgments 1 Samuel 22 _____________________________________ 
• Instability 1 Samuel 16:15, 23 _____________________________________ 
• Sinful 1 Samuel 28 ______________________________________________ 
• Others? _______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
4. David kills the mighty Philistine, Goliath 1 Samuel 17 

 
 

5. Relationship between Saul toward David. What provoked this attitude? 
 

• 1 Samuel 18:5-15  Suspicion, fear, dread 
• 1 Samuel 20:33  Saul’s attempt to harm David 

 
 
6. David’s relationship toward Saul and his family. What provoked this attitude? 
 

• 1 Samuel 24, 26  David’s reaction, spares Saul’s life 
• 1 Samuel 18, 19  Michal as wife, Jonathan as best friend 

 
 
 
7. Describe Saul’s death 1 Samuel 31:4 and Saul’s epitaph 1 Chronicles 10:4, 13-14 
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The Book of 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles 11-29 
 
 

1. Approximate dates _____________. Brief summary of these sections  (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Contrast David’s character to that of Saul. 1 Samuel 13:14; 16:7; 1 Kings 3:6; 9:4; 11:4;  

2 Samuel 23:1-2; 1 Samuel 16:12, 18;  Acts 13:22.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. David was not perfect. Note David’s family relationships 

• Negligent in his duties as a father toward Adonijah 1 Kings 1:6 
• Ammon & Tamar 2 Samuel 13 
• Absalom’s conspiracy toward David’s throne, and other sins  2 Samuel 15 - 18  
 
 
 

4. What happened in 2 Samuel 1 – 4 that shows strife between the house of David and the 
house of Saul continued, even after the Death of Saul? 

 
 
 
5. Other significant events in David’s life 

• Sins associated with Bathsheba and Uriah 2 Samuel 11 – 12 
a. David’s reaction to Nathan the prophet 2 Samuel 12:13 
b. Consequences of his sin 2 Samuel 12:5-14 

• Moving the ark of the covenant 1 Chronicles 13- 15 (note 15:13); 2 Samuel 6 
• Census taken followed by pestilence  2 Samuel 24; 1 Chronicles 21 
• Preparation for temple building and associated duties 1 Chronicles 22 – 29 (note 22:5) 

 
 
 
6. God’s covenant with David - 2 Samuel 7:10-16; 1 Chronicles 17:1-15 (“rest,” Ps 95:8-11); 

Isaiah. 9:6-7 (Luke. 1:32-33); Mt. 9:27; 12:23; 21:9,15; Ac. 2:30; Heb. 1:5  
 

• A type of the Messiah Ps. 89:19-37; Jeremiah 30:8-9 (note 31:31ff with Heb. 8:8ff); 
Ezekiel. 34:23-24; 37:24-28 
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The Books of 1 Kings 1 - 11 and 2 Chronicles 1 - 9 
 
 

1. Solomon was made King while David was still alive. What was David’s primary focus during 
these years of overlap?  What was Solomon and David’s relationship during this period? 1 
Chron 23:1; 29:22, 28  

 
 
 
 
2. Solomon reigned 40 years. Approximate dates _____________.  2 Chronicles 9:30   

 
 

3. Solomon builds alliances, a temple, a palace 1 Kings 5 – 8 Describe his worldly 
accomplishments and God’s reaction to these  2 Chronicles 9:13-28 

 
 
 
 

4. Solomon’s wisdom and greatness  1 Kings 3:5-15; 4:29-34 2 Chronicles 1:7-11 
• Author of various Psalms ( 72, 127) and the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 

Solomon 
• What was the Queen of Sheba’s conclusion 1 Kings 10:7; 2 Chronicles 9:5-6 

 
 
 

5. Relate 2 Chronicles 2:1-18 with God’s prophetic warning in 1 Samuel 8:10-22 
 
 
 
 

6. From 1 Kings 11, describe the significant change in Solomon’s heart, the cause for the 
change, and God’s reaction  

 
 

 
 
 
7. What is Solomon’s relationship toward God’s “scheme of redemption”? Did he fulfill his 

intended role?  
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The Books of 1 Kings 12 – 22, 2 Kings 1 – 17 
and 2 Chronicles 10 - 28 

 
 
1. Approximate dates __________. 
 
2. This period is commonly called the Divided Kingdom. Describe how during this period the 

term “divided” applies to: 
 

• Israel/Judah 
 

• Geography 
 

• Worship 
 

• Dynasties 
 
 
 
3. From 1 Kings 12, describe Rehoboam’s role in prompting the division and the significance 

of Dan & Bethel to Jeroboam and Israel 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Name some of the significant kings of this section. List their good or bad behaviors, 

accomplishments 
• Good Kings 

 
 
 
 
 

• Bad Kings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. List some significant events related to Elijah and Elisha, prophets of this period. 
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6. What lessons do we learn from Naboth, Micaiah, and Naaman in these books? 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Review the chart on kings in Tab 3 of the binder. Northern kingdom/Israel had all bad kings. 

Read 2 Kings 17 for the cause of the fall of the Northern kingdom in 722 BC 
 
 
• Irreverence of unbelief as root of apostasy 
• Influence of the “world”  
• Emphasis on covenant and keeping its laws 

 
 

 
 
8. God continues to work His plan - in the southern kingdom all rulers except usurper Athaliah 

were in the lineage of David. In the northern kingdom there were nine different dynasties 
(ten, counting Tibni?): Jeroboam I, Baasha, Zimri, Omni, Jehu, Shallum, Menahem, Pekah, 
and Hoshea. Read 1 Kings 11:12-13,31-32,34-36; 12:20; 15:4; 2 Chronicles 21:7; Amos 
9:11-12; Ac. 15:15-18; Luke. 1:32-33 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What was the root of the Samaritans, 2 Kings 17: 6, 24, Mixed race and religion, vv. 27-
29. Locate New Testament passages which refer to the Samaritans. 
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The Books of 2 Kings 18 - 25 and 2 Chronicles 29 - 36 
 
 

1. Approximate dates ____________. Refer back to 2 Kings 17 and the causes for Israel’s 
fall and destruction.  Were these issues in Judah also? 

 
 
 
2. Explain in detail these two “reformers” of Judah, and significant activities of each 

• Hezekiah - 15 years added to your life” 2 Kings 18 - 20, 2 Chronicles 29 
 
 
 

• Josiah - 2 Chronicles 34 – 35, 2 Kings 22 – 23 
 
 
 

• Research the feast of Passover and its significance to God’s people 
 
 
3. Jeremiah prophesied to the remnant left in Judah, Jeremiah 25:1-11; 21:1-2; 28:1; 29:1; 

32:1-2; 39:1-14.  then to the exiles in Egypt, Jeremiah 43:6-7; 44:1 
• Judah’s apostasy and imminent fall 
• God’s decision to bring the Chaldeans to punish Judah 
• Jerusalem is taken 
• Restoration after 70 years promised 2 Chronicles 36:21 

 
 
 
4. Three Jerusalem deportations 

• 605 BC – Some captives, including Daniel, 2 Kings 24:1-2; Dan. 1:1-7 
• 597 BC – More captives, including Ezekiel. 2 Kings 24:8-17; Ezekiel 1:2; 33:21 
• 586 BC – Sacked city, burned temple. 2 Kings 24:18-25:21 

 
5. Describe the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon Jeremiah 52; 2 Kings 25 
 
 
 
6. Explain Jeremiah 22:24-30 (“Coniah” = “Jehoiachin”) and it’s relationship with God’s plan 
 
 
 
7. Name the minor prophet(s) significant to this period and what was their messages  
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The Book of Ezra 
 
 

1. Approximate date of the book - Chapters 1 to 6 ________ and Chapters 7 to 10 ________.  
2. Describe the significant external event which ended the 70 years of captivity and prompted 

the Jewish return. Ezra 1:1-4; Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10 
 
 
  
3. Review God’s earlier promises   
 

• Genesis 22:18  Seed of Abraham Acts 3:25-26; Gal 3:16 
• 2 Samuel 7:12  Seed of David Acts 2:30; Rom 1:3 
• Isaiah 10:20-24  A remnant to return 
• Jeremiah 29:10-14 After 70 years of captivity - 2 Chronicles 36:21-23 

 
4. Review the “on again/off again” struggles to rebuild the temple, chapters 1 to 6. 
 

• Ezra 1  Decree & assistance provided 
• Ezra 3  Altar restored and people begin work on temple 
• Ezra 4  False Accusations stop the work 
• Ezra 5:1-4  Prophets Haggai and Zechariah encourage temple completion  

    (Messianic - Zech 6:12-13 Branch, both priest and King) 
• Ezra 5:5-6:15 Investigation and correction. Work is resumed and completed 

 
5. Describe Ezra from 7:6, 10-11 and explain it’s significance in this book 
 
 
 
6. Explain the problem Ezra was confronted with by the princes following his arrival to 

Jerusalem. List the attitudes of the people of Israel and its leaders, and how the problem 
was resolved Ezra 9, 10 Are these same attitudes and resolution applicable today? 

 
 
 
 
 
7. Describe God’s providence, as shown via the kindness of Persian Kings 6:11-12; 7:12-28 
 
 
 
 
8. Research the purpose of the Feast of Booths/Tabernacles. Duet 31:10; Ezra 3:4; 

Nehemiah 8:14; Zechariah 14:16; Leviticus 23:34-44. What other Jewish feast(s) are 
mentioned in the book? 
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The Book of Esther 
 

1. Approximate date of the book ____________. Brief summary of the book (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Describe this book’s major characters  
 

• King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) Esther 1, 2, 7 
 

• Queen Vashti Esther 1 
 

• Esther/Hadassah Esther 2 
 

• Mordecai Esther 2 -  3 
 

• Haman Esther 3 , 5 
 
 
 
3. Summarize Mordecai’s wise counsel to Esther in 4:12-14 and explain its application today.  
 
 
 
4. List passages throughout this book that specifically focus on God’s providence  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Show how God was working His  “scheme of redemption” throughout this book  
 
 
 
 
6. Research the Jewish “Feast of Purim”  
 
 
 
 
7. Refer to the reference tab of your notebook and review details regarding Persian Kings. 

Additional information is shown on next page. 
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8. Six world empires 

• Egypt  1600 – 1200 BC (prime) 

• Assyria  800’s – 612 BC (612-Ninevah fell)  

• Babylon  612 – 538 BC (539-fall of Babylon) 

• Persia  539 – 331 BC (331-battle of Arbela, Gaugamela) 

• Greece  331 – 146 BC (146 - Greece became Roman Province) 

• Rome  146 BC – 476 AD 

9. Persian Rulers 
• Cyrus “the Great” 550–530 BC 

o Decrees that Jews can return home 

o 1st group returns , lead by Zerubbabel 

• Cambyses II 530–522 BC (also called Ahasuerus, Artaxerxes) 

o Stopped work on the temple 

o Conquered  Egypt, ended pharaoh rule 

• Gaumata (“False Smerdis”) 522–521 BC 

• Darius I 521–486 BC 

o Setup satrapies, Judah as 5 th 

o Established roads, postal system, canals 

o Checked records, and allowed temple rebuilding to continue 

o Haggai (520 BC), Zechariah (520 BC) reestablish priority to serve the Lord first 
and restart temple building 

o Temple finished in 516 BC 

• Xerxes I 486-464 BC (also Ahaseurus) 

o Esther, his queen (483 to 473 BC) 

• Artaxerxes I 464–423 BC 
o 2nd return under Ezra (458 BC) 
o 3rd return under Nehemiah (444 BC) 

 

Famous Contemporaries 

• Gautama Buddha, India 560–480 BC 

• Confucius, China  551–479 BC 

• Socrates, Greece 470–399 BC 

• Alexander the Great – defeated Persians in 331 BC 
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The Book of Nehemiah 
 

1. Approximate date of the book __________. Primary theme of the book (30 words or less) 
 
 
 
2. Describe Nehemiah 1:11; 2:11; 5:14-19; 13:23-31 
 
 
 
 
3. Describe  

• the purpose for Nehemiah’s leading this 3rd return to Jerusalem. Nehemiah 2:1-8 
 
 
 

• and the attitude of the people in supporting this purpose. Nehemiah 2:18; 4:16 
 
 
 
4. Explain why Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem and others would oppose Nehemiah’s work, and 

Nehemiah’s reaction to their opposition 
 
 
 
 
5. Identify significant events for each section  

• Rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem Nehemiah 1 – 7 (note 6:15) 
 
 
 

• Repairing of the agreement with God Nehemiah 8 – 10 
 
 
 

• Reforming of the nation Nehemiah 11 – 13  
 
 
 
 

6. Malachi, a contemporary prophet. Note similarities to Nehemiah 
• Similarities - Nation ruled by a “governor”, Temple had been rebuilt 
• Similar problems of intermarriage (Malachi 2:11; Nehemiah 13:23,28); failure to 

tithe (Malachi 3:7-8; Nehemiah 13:10-12); priests defiling the covenant (Malachi 
2:8; Nehemiah 13:29). 
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