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The Passage

Only Recorded in one of the Gospels - Matthew 7:21-23



The Passage – Matthew 7:21-23

• 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will 
say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out 
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 
23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’



•Who will NOT be in the Kingdom?
•Many who say, “Lord, Lord”
•Who have done many things “In His name”
•Those who practice lawlessness

•Who will enter the Kingdom?
•Those who do the will of the Father in Heaven

•Difficulty –
•Not a popular message 
•Salvation requires something more than saying 

“Lord, Lord” and doing some good works

The Passage – Matthew 7:21-23



The Context

At the end of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7)
• 5:1-16 – The Character/Influence of those in the 

Kingdom
• 5:17-20 – Christ and the Law of Moses
• 5:21-48 – “You Have Heard…But I Say…”
• 6:1-18 – Charitable Deeds, Prayer, Fasting
• 6:19-34 – Treasure in Heaven
• 7:1-12 – Judging & Asking, Seeking, Knocking
•7:13-29 – The Narrow Way and Building on the Rock



“Not everyone who says…”

Many “religious people” will not make it to heaven

There are FEW Who Will Be Saved (Matt. 7:13-14)



Matthew 7:13-14

•13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is broad 
that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who enter through it. 14 For the 
gate is small and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and there are few who find 
it.
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“Not everyone who says…”

Many “religious people” will not make it to heaven

There are FEW Who Will Be Saved (Matt. 7:13-14)

• It is God’s desire for ALL to be saved (1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2 Pt. 3:9)

• God has given access for ALL to come to Him (Titus 2:11-14)

• BUT there will be FEW who do what is necessary to be 
saved (Lk. 13:22-30)

• Who have a righteousness that exceeds that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees (Matt. 5:20)

• Avoid false teachers – will be known by fruit (Matt. 7:15-19)



“…but he who does the will of My Father”

• Those who will be in the kingdom are those who go beyond 
just hearing God’s word and doing some good deeds

• Jesus’ building illustration (Matt. 7:24-27)



Matthew 7:24-27
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and 
acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and 
yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 
26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act 
on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on 
the sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—
and great was its fall.”
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“…but he who does the will of My Father”

• Those who will be in the kingdom are those who go beyond 
just hearing God’s word and doing some good deeds

• Jesus’ building illustration (Matt. 7:24-27)

• The foundation (rock) is Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-11; 1 Pt. 2:4-7)



“…but he who does the will of My Father”

•Only saved if we hear & obey God’s word (James 1:21-25)

•Need to examine ourselves – are we in the faith (2 Cor. 
13:5)

•Our lives should be transformed by God’s word  (Rom. 
12:1-3)

•Do we control our tongue? (Jas. 1:26; Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6)

•Do we care for those in need? (Jas. 1:27a; 2:14-16; 1 Jn. 
3:16-18)

• Are we keeping ourselves unspotted from the world? 
(Jas. 1:27b)
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