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The Passage
Repeated in three of the Gospel accounts
•Matthew 19:23-30; Mark 10:23-31; Luke 18:24-30

Context:
• Immediately after the encounter with the “rich young 

ruler” (Matt. 19:16-22; Mk. 10:17-22; Lk. 18:18-23)
•Had faithfully kept the commandments
•Unwilling to part ways with his riches and take up 

his cross to follow Christ
•Went away sorrowful because he had great 

possessions, was very rich



The Passage – {Matt. 19:23-24}; [Mk. 10:23-25]; (Lk. 18:24-25)

He said {[to His disciples]}, “Truly I say to you, it is hard 
[(how hard it is)] for a rich man ([those who are wealthy]) to 
enter the kingdom of {heaven} [(God)]. 

[The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus 
answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is 
to enter the kingdom of God!] 

{And again, I say to you,} it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”



•Who is rich?
• Rich? Trust in riches? Those who have riches?
• “Those abounding in material resources; abundantly 

supplied”
• We would probably like it to be a number value greater 

than our bank account
• We will see it has more to do with an attitude than a 

numeric value

•What does the camel through the eye of a needle 
mean?

The Passage – {Matt. 19:23-24}; [Mk. 10:23-25]; (Lk. 18:24-25)



•Who is rich?

•What does the camel through the eye of a needle 
mean?
• A literal camel through the literal eye of a needle?
• A translation error? (i.e. camel = thread, rope, cable)
• A literal camel through a small opening in the wall of 

Jerusalem?
• We will see the response of the disciples indicates the 

first, literal interpretation fits the text. 

The Passage – {Matt. 19:23-24}; [Mk. 10:23-25]; (Lk. 18:24-25)



When the disciples heard this, they were very [even more] 
astonished, and said, “Then who can be saved?”

But Jesus {[looked at them]} and said to them, “With 
people this is impossible, but [not with God; for] all things 
are possible with God.” (“the things that are impossible 
with people are possible with God”)

Then Peter said [began to say] to Him, “Behold, we have 
left {[everything]} (our own homes) and followed You, 
{what then will there be for us?”}

The Passage – {Matt. 19:25-27}; [Mk. 10:26-28]; (Lk. 18:26-28)



•The disciples’ response indicates:
•They considered many among them to fall into the 

category of rich men
•They understood the illustration used by Jesus to be 

impossible

The Passage – {Matt. 19:25-27}; [Mk. 10:26-28]; (Lk. 18:26-28)



• The disciples’ response indicates:

• Jesus’ response:
• The point he’s making is NOT that rich people can’t get 

into the Kingdom
• The point He’s making is:

• It is not easy for anyone to enter the kingdom (‘the 
gate is narrow and the way is hard’ – Matt. 7:14)

• There is a special struggle associated with wealth (it is 
hard not to trust in riches – Rich Young Ruler was 
unwilling to part with them.)

• Even a rich man may enter… with God

The Passage – {Matt. 19:25-27}; [Mk. 10:26-28]; (Lk. 18:26-28)



Peter – “See we have left everything and followed You.”
And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, {that you who have 
followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His 
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And} everyone who has left houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or wife or children {[or farms]}, for {[My 
{name’s} sake]} [and for the Gospel’s sake] (the sake of the kingdom 
of God), will receive {(many times as much)} [a hundred times as 
much] (at this time)[now in the present age – houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with 
persecutions] and [( in the age to come)], {will inherit} eternal life. 
{[But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.}] 

The Passage – {Matt. 19:27-30}; [Mk. 10:28-31]; (Lk. 18:28-30)
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•With God, even rich men can enter the kingdom
• If they love God more than riches
• Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength 

(Mark 12:28-30) 

•Sacrificing riches to serve the Lord will be rewarded
• Peter made the connection to the rich young ruler
• Repaid a hundredfold in this life…
• And in the time to come through receiving eternal life
• The disciples had done what the rich young ruler was 

unwilling to do – sacrificed to follow Christ
• “many who are first will be last, and the last first”

The Passage – {Matt. 19:28-30}; [Mk. 10:29-31]; (Lk. 18:29-30)



The Difficulty to Jesus’ Audience

•The disciples’ reaction:
•They were greatly astonished
•Asked, “Who then can be saved?”

• Jesus’ statement: “With people this is impossible”

•The rich young ruler’s response to being told to give 
up his riches



The Difficulty Today

•We live in very prosperous times, in a very 
prosperous part of the world

•Repeated attempts to “soften” the words of Jesus

•Camel = thread, rope, cable; Eye of a needle = a 
gate in Jerusalem (which didn’t exist in Jesus’ 
day…)



The Danger of Desiring to Be Rich / Trusting in Riches

•Rich Young Ruler – went away sorrowful when Jesus 
told him to sell what he had and give to those who 
had need AND come follow Him. 

•Rich Farmer (Luke 12:16-21) – beware and be on your 
guard against every form of greed

•Prov. 23:4-5 – Do not weary yourself to gain wealth… 
(NKJV - Do not overwork to be rich), (ESV – do not 
toil to acquire wealth)



The Danger of Desiring to Be Rich / Trusting in Riches

•1 Timothy 6:6-10

•Those who desire to be rich contrasted 
with godliness/contentment

•Fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition

•Desire to be rich // the love of money



The Danger of Desiring to Be Rich / Trusting in Riches

• 1 Timothy 6:6-10

• Desire to be rich // the love of money

• Philargyria (Phileo – love, affection, special interest in 
someone or something by close association &  Argures
- silver)

• 2 Tim. 3:1-4 -- Phileo-autos (lovers of self); Phileo-
hedanos (lovers of pleasure); Phileo-theos (lovers of 
God)

• Some have strayed from the faith in greediness, 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows



The Danger of Riches

• 1 Timothy 6:17-19

• Don’t be haughty, nor trust in uncertain riches…

• Do good, be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to 
share…

• Storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on

• Matthew 13:22 – the deceitfulness of riches 

• The wisdom in Proverbs 30:8-9 sums it up nicely – give me 
neither poverty nor riches (there are dangers on both sides)



The Solution – Contentment and Priority

• Lay up riches in heaven – where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21)

• Matt. 6:24 – cannot serve two masters – God and riches

• Matt. 6:33 – seek first His kingdom

• Paul’s example – in whatever state I am, I have learned to 
be content (Phil. 4:10-13)

• Understand there are more important things than money 
(Prov. 22:1; Matt. 13:44-46; Heb. 11:24-26; Rev. 3:14-18)
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