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The Passage

Repeated in three of the Gospel accounts

•Matthew 22:15-22

•Mark 12:13-17

• Luke 20:20-26

•We will see the same taught throughout the epistles.
•We will consider what is taught in Paul’s letter to 

the Romans and
•Peter’s epistles to scattered saints



The Passage – The Introduction of the Question

•Matthew 22:15-16 – The Pharisees plotted how they 
might trap Him in what He said. Sent their disciples 
along with the Herodians.

•Mark 12:13 – Sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians, 
in order to trap Him in a statement.

• Luke 20:20 – So they watched Him, and sent spies who 
pretended to be righteous, in order that they might 
catch Him in some statement [seize on His words], so 
that they could deliver Him to the rule and the authority 
of the governor. 



The Passage – Their Question

•Matthew 22:16b-17; Mark 12:14-15; Luke 20:21-22   

• They were seeking to get Him to answer a certain way
• Try to praise Him (pretending to be righteous) by 

saying He is a man of integrity, a true teacher, and 
one who isn’t afraid of men or partial to a particular 
sect, etc.
• All 3 – Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?
•Mark – adds “shall we pay, or shall we not pay?”



The Passage – Jesus’ Answer

•Matthew 22:18-21; Mark 12:15b-17a; Luke 20:23-25

•He perceives their wickedness, calls out their hypocrisy

•He makes a point by way of illustration using their 
money



The Passage – Jesus’ Answer

•He makes a point by way of illustration using their 
money
• The money they used had Caesar’s  inscription (and 

therefore belonged to him) - So pay  whatever he says
• BUT also render to God whatever is His
• To render to Caesar and pay taxes does not detract 

from paying God whatever we owe
•We can still render unto God what is His without 

interfering with our duty to Caesar



The Passage – Their Reaction

•Matthew 22:22; Mark 12:17b; Luke 20:26

•They were unsuccessful in trying to entrap 
Jesus

•Not the answer they were hoping for – they 
marveled

•They were unable to muster a response 
and went away



The Difficulty to Jesus’ Audience/1st Century

•The question was seeking to ”catch” Jesus in a trap

• Jesus’ answer was not what they were expecting

•Consider their culture and government
• Jews/Gentiles relationship with civil government
•The government’s treatment of Jews (and then 

Christians)
• In the process of plotting to kill Jesus
•Would persecute and kill Jews (and Christians)
•A challenge to submit and pay taxes to a 

government like that?



The Difficulty Today

•Not necessarily difficult to understand/ comprehend

•Difficult to accept?

•Do we want to pay taxes and submit to our 
government?

•Difficult to apply/practice?

•Paying taxes we know will be used for wicked 
things?

•Respecting a government when they make 
decisions we don’t like?



The Difficulty Today

•Not necessarily difficult to understand/ comprehend

•Difficult to accept?

•Difficult to apply/practice?

•Consider different cultures/governments
•The freedoms we enjoy in the West sometimes 

make it ‘more difficult’ to obey the command of 
Jesus
• Just because we have the “right” to protest our 

government and disrespect them does NOT mean 
that is appropriate for the Christian



Rendering Unto Caesar – More Than Taxes
• Submit yourself under the governing authorities for they are 

ordained by God (Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14)
• To resist the government is to resist God and bring judgment 

upon yourself (Romans 13:2)
• Except when they contradict God’s law (Acts 4:18-20; 5:27-29)

• Cooperate with government and avoid wrath (Romans 13:3-4)

• Submit to the government for conscience's sake (Romans 13:5)
• Consider our example to the world (1 Peter 2:11-12, 15)
• Keep doing good even if we suffer (1 Peter 3:13-17; 4:12-16)

• Render to the government not just taxes – taxes, customs,           
fear, honor (Romans 13:6-7)
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