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The Passages
On multiple occasions Jesus informed those 
who wished to be His disciples of the cost of 
doing so
•Luke 14:25-33 – before a large crowd – have 

you counted the cost?
•Matt. 16:24-28; Mark 8:34-38 ; Lk. 9:23-27- to 

his 12 disciples 
•The epistles show examples and provide 

insight into what this looks like – 
denying self and bearing our cross



The Passages – Luke 14:25-33

•To be a disciple of Jesus, you must:
•Hate your family and even your own life 

(v.26; c.f. Matt. 10:34-37)
•Carry your own cross and come after Him 

(v. 27)
•Calculate the cost (v. 28-32)
•Forsake all for Him (v. 33)



The Passages – Luke 14:25-33

•Context: 
• Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem (Lk. 13:22-24)
•  Jesus is eating bread in the house of a Pharisee 

and uses parables to call out those who sought 
the place of honor (Lk. 14:7-14)
•He tells another parable of those who rejected the 

invitation and made excuses (Lk. 14:15-24)
•As crowds follow Him, He poses the challenge of 

discipleship



The Passages – Mt. 16:24-28; Mk. 8:34-36; Lk. 9:23-27

• Jesus describes the terms of discipleship:
• You must deny yourself
• You must take up your cross (Luke adds ‘daily’)
•And you must follow Jesus
• Lose your life for His sake
•Not be ashamed of Jesus or His words (Mark and 

Luke)



The Passages – Mt. 16:24-28; Mk. 8:34-36; Lk. 9:23-27

• Context – the same in all 3 accounts
• Jesus asks His disciples what men’s perception of Him 

was (Mt. 16:13-14)
• He asks what His disciples think, and Peter makes the 

good confession (Mt. 16:15-20)
• Jesus informs them of what is in store for Him (Mt. 16:21)
• Peter rebukes Jesus (Mt. 16:22)
• Jesus rebukes Peter and then makes this statement 

about the requirements of discipleship (Mt. 16:23-24)

• So, given what Jesus was to endure, do you still want to 
follow Him? 



The Difficulty to Jesus’ Audience

•Many followed Jesus for the wrong reasons – 
political leadership, temporal benefit, to see some 
miracle/sign, etc. 

•Still didn’t understand the Kingdom Jesus was 
establishing (Peter’s rebuke of Jesus)

•Many struggled to put discipleship above all else 
(Matt. 8:18-22; Lk. 9:58-62)

• It is hard to deny self – especially when society 
teaches the opposite



The Difficulty Today

•The use of the phrase “this is my cross to bear” 
colloquially for mundane inconveniences

•Our society is so far removed from the practice of 
crucifixion (and even capital punishment) for this to 
have the visceral reaction those in Jesus’ day would 
have had

•Popular religion offers up a “watered down” call to 
discipleship - completely void of any sacrifice or 
personal responsibility



Application – The Challenge of Discipleship
• Are we living for self, or living for Christ? 

• Our baptism is supposed to be our dying to sin and self (Rom. 
6:1-11; Col. 2:12; 3:1-3) 

• Christ died for us so that we would not live for ourselves but for 
Him (2 Cor. 5:14-21)

• We must lay aside our old self that we may put on the new (Eph. 
4:17-24; Col. 3:1-11, 17)

• Are we taking up our cross daily to follow Jesus?
• Paul’s example – “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 

me” (Gal. 2:20-21) [1 Cor. 15:31; 2 Cor. 4:7-15; Phil. 3:4-17]
• Our life is to be a living sacrifice to God (Rom. 12:1-2)
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