


L O V E  Y O U R  
N E I G H B O R …

A H AR D  S AY IN G AB O UT  L OV E

A N D  Y O U R  E N E M Y



Repeatedly Commanded by Jesus
Love your neighbor:

• When asked what is the greatest commandment (Mt. 22:34-
40; Mk. 12:28-34)

• When asked what commandments to keep to have eternal 
life (Matt. 19:16-22)

• Before the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-28)

Love your enemy:

• The ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (Mt. 5:38-48)
• The ‘Sermon on the Plain’ (Luke 6:27-36)

Of course, we see the same taught throughout the epistles



The Greatest Commandments
• The two commandments upon which the law and the prophets 

hang – Love God, Love Your Neighbor (Matt. 22:34-40;Mark 
12:28-34)

• Not different from the law (Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18; 33-34), but a 
summing up of it (Rom. 13:8-10). 

• If we do not love our neighbor, we do not love God

• Consider what’s said about loving brethren (1 John 4:20-21)

• The lawyer rightly repeated this idea, Jesus’ parable addresses 
the application (Luke 10:25-29)

• All are our neighbor, including the stranger and our enemy



The Difficulty to Jesus’ Audience

• The lawyer who asked the questions in Luke 10 did so to test 
Jesus and justify himself

• The Jews had received bad instruction and bad examples from 
the Scribes and Pharisees - they had evidently been taught that 
you love your neighbor, but can hate your enemies

• The cultural divide of Jesus’ day

• Jew v. Samaritan

• Rich v. Poor

• Slave v. Free

• Jew v. Gentile



Difficulty Today
• Not necessarily difficult to understand/ comprehend

• Difficult to accept?
• Do we want to love our neighbor?

• How about our enemy?

• Difficult to apply/practice?
• Is often inconvenient and takes time
• This is not what our society teaches
• The danger of extremes

• Society:  “love” your neighbor = celebrate their sin
• Christians sometimes go too far the other direction – only 

ever help Christians



How to Love My Neighbor – The Parable
• The lawyer’s question was, “Who is my neighbor?” (Lk. 10:29); Jesus’ 

focus in the parable was on who was neighbor to the one in need 
(Lk. 10:36)

• I must see the needs of my neighbor and be moved with compassion
• All three men “saw” the man, but only one had compassion (Lk. 

10:28-33)
• Do we truly see the needs of those around us? Or just our own 

needs? (c.f. Phil. 2:3-4)
• Galatians 6:10 – As we have opportunity, let us do good to ALL
• When we see someone in need, do we have compassion?
• Even if they are different from us, – Consider this was a 

Samaritan who was hated by the Jews (c.f. Jn. 4:9) 



How to Love My Neighbor – The Parable
• I must be willing to sacrifice to help those in need

• :34-35 – “And came to him…”
• Gal. 6:9-10 – let us not grow weary in DOING good…as we have 

opportunity, let us DO good to all…
• Sometimes it is inconvenient and costs us time, money, 

resources, etc. (1 John 3:17)
• Interrupted his journey, took the time to bandage his wounds, 

set him on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for 
him that night, paid the innkeeper to continue caring for the 
man and offered to pay more

• Don’t expect them to repay (Prov. 19:17; Lk. 14:12-14)

• God is pleased with such sacrifices (Heb. 13:16)



How to Love My Neighbor – The Parable
• I must be willing to show mercy

• :36-37 –  who was neighbor to the one who fell among the 
thieves?  “he who showed mercy” → “Go and do the same”

• No doubt Jesus selected a Samaritan in order to prove a point 
about loving our neighbor and the role of mercy

• How often is our excuse, “but they don’t deserve my help”
• Mt. 5:7 – blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy
• Even if they mistreat us, and are our enemy (Rom. 12:17-21)
• If we only help those who do good to us, we are no better than 

sinners (Luke 6:27-36)
• If we show partiality and refuse mercy, we will not receive 

mercy (James 2:8-13)
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