


Dealing with "Hard Passages”




Know Why The Passage Is "Hard”

. Difficult to Understand

. Due to prejudice/bias/etc.
- Due to lack of Knowledge

. Some passages are simply harder than others to
understand (2 Peter 3:14-16




Know We Can Understand

. |t we don’t expect to better understand God’s word, we
probably won't

. God desires all men to be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:1-4




Accept the Inspiration of Scripture

. ALL scripture given by inspiration (2 Tim. 3:15-17
- NO prophecy of scripture originated with man (2 Pt.




Have the Proper Attitude

- Pray for wisdom (James 1:5

. Seek to draw out the meaning of the text [not to justify a
view we already hold] (2 Pt. 3:14-16; Titus 1:13-14




Be Diligent in Study

- Need the readiness of mind to search the scriptures
continually (Ac. 17:2-3, 11-12

. Reading, meditation, study (Ps. 1:1-2; Ac. 17:26-27; 1
Liaded il Likn. 2ulh




Be Diligent in Study

. Understand the Context

. Consider what is being taught in the surrounding
verses/chapters or the book as a whole

. Consider who Is speaking/being spoken to
. Understand literal vs. figurative language
. Compare with other scriptures - harmony

- Find a study method that works for you (bible marking,
inductive study, outlining, verse mapping, journaling...)

. Seek counsel from older/more mature Christians
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