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Religious History - Doctrines & Divisions

Introduction

Objectives of this Study:

1. Obtain a knowledge of the major developments in church history from the time of the

apostles to the present and therefore obtain a better understanding of the religious
world into which we were born.

2. Learn that church history is largely a record of man's departure from God's way and of
the efforts of a few to hold on to the true gospel or to return to it.

Learn to avoid the spiritual blunders of past generations.
Learn the immense consequences of what can seem at the time to be slight and
inconsequential deviations from apostolic teaching.

5. Learn that the problems of the present are not really new.

6. Help ground us in the truth by recognizing departures from it and equip us to understand
how these errors developed and how to refute them

Course Assignment

To write a short research paper on the following figure(s) in church history. So all of them are
covered, | have assigned different ones to each member of the class. Also | have spread out
the schedule to avoid “overloading” the class._See the separate assignment sheet which will be
handed out in class for assignments and schedule. We will be covering all of these people at
one point in our class over the next quarter and | hope to be able to work your research into the
class at the time we deal with that point in history.

Please do not overwork this. All | am looking for is a paragraph summary (i.e. two minute
report out) about the individual/event and key facts associated with them that had a bearing on

the course of history and the development of various doctrines. You will not need to “hand
these in”, simply make notes for a verbal summary to the class.

Roman emperors Nero and Domitian
Clement (?-100), Polycarp (c. 69-156)
Justin Martyr (100-167), Tertullian (155-220)
Ignatius (67-110), Cyprian (200-258)
Roman emperors Decius and Diocletian

Roman emperor Constantine

N o gk~ 0w D=

Augustine/Pelagius
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8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Additional individuals will be addressed when we get into the Restoration period.

"Pope" Gregory | (the Great)
"Pope" Innocent Ill

John Wycliffe

John Huss, Jerome Savonarola
"Pope" Alexander VI

Martin Luther

Ulrich Zwingli

John Calvin

Jacob Arminius

Michael Servetus (Unitarianism)
King Henry VIII (England)
Council of Trent

John Wesley
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Chronology of The New Testament Period

New Testament Writers as Historians:

"That a few simple men should in one generation have invented so powerful and appealing a
personality, so lofty in ethic and so inspiring a vision of human brotherhood, would be a miracle
far more incredible than any recorded in the Gospels. After two centuries of Higher Criticism
the outlines of the life, character, and teachings of Christ, remain reasonably clear, and
constitute the most fascinating feature in the history of Western man." - Will Durant, The Story
of Civilization, Vol. Il (Caesar and Christ), p. 557.

The Chronology:

(Note: Our present system of dating, B.C. [Before Christ] and A.D. [Anno Domini, year of the
Lord], was initiated in 525 A.D. by the monk Dionysius Exiguus and came into general use in
about the 8" century A.D. Previously, years were counted in relation to other events or the
reigns of rulers. The Roman counted their years from the year that Rome was supposedly
founded (A.U.C.). Dionysius calculated the date of Christ's birth to have been 754 A.U.C.,i.e. 0
B.C./A.D. This calculation has since been proven wrong. By it Herod the Great would have died
about 4 B.C., more than three years before Jesus was born.)

Birth of Christ . . . ... 5/4 B.C.
During reign of Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1)
Beginning of John's Ministry . . ... ... . .. . . . . . 26 A.D.

During 15th year of the reign of Tiberius (Luke. 3:1)
Tiberius became co-regent with his step-father,
Augustus about 764 A.U.C. or 11 A.D.
Beginning of Jesus' Ministry . . ... ... . . . 26 A.D.
When He was about 30 years old (Luke 3:23)
Likely about 6 months after John began preaching
(Luke 1:35,36).
Crucifixion of JEesUS . . . ... 30/29 A.D.
From number of Passovers recorded in the gospel of
John, it is estimated that Jesus' public ministry
lasted a little over three years.

Beginning of the Church . ... ... ... . . . . . . . 30/29 A.D.
Came during Pentecost of year Jesus died.
Deathof Jamesthe Apostle . ....... .. ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . .. 41-44 A.D.

Came before the death of Herod Agrippa | who
is known to have died about 44 A.D. (Acts 12).
Paul's First Visitto Corinth . . ... ... ... . . 50 A.D.
Claudius' edict expelling all Jews from Rome
is thought to have occurred about 49 A.D.
Priscilla and Aquila had just come from Rome
to Corinth when Paul met them there (Acts 18:2).
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Paul's stay was during the procuratorship of
Gallio (Acts 18:12) which occurred in 51-52 A.D.

Paul's Arrest in Jerusalem, Imprisonmentin Caesarea .................. 58-60 A.D.
Note Acts 24:27. Festus begins as procurator - A.D. 60
Paul's (first) Imprisonmentin Rome . ........ ... .. . . . . .. . i, 61-63 A.D.

Note Acts 28:30 and Phil. 2:23,24.
During his freedom - Titus 1:5; 3:5; 1 Tim. 1:3.

Paul's (second) Imprisonmentin Rome ........ ... .. .. .. .. . ... 66 A.D.
Note 2 Tim. 4:6,13.
Paul's Death . . ... ... 67-68 A.D.

Tradition places his death in Rome during
the reign of Nero who died in 68 A.D.

Jewish Revoltin Palestine . ... ... ... .. .. .. . . . . .. . . 66 A.D.
Nero Sends Vespasian to PutDown Revolt ........................... 66-67 A.D.
Vespasian Becomes Emperor ... ... ... ... 68 A.D.

Vespasian Sends his Son Titus to Complete the

Pacification of the Jews. He Captures and Razes

Jerusalem; Temple Destroyed . ........... .. ... ... ........ 68-70 A.D.
Fortress Masada Taken by Romans, RevoltEnds .. ....................... 73 A.D.
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Religious History - Doctrines & Divisions

Lesson One: New Testament Backgrounds

. The World into which the Gospel Came (Note Gal. 4:4)

A.  Greek Background
1.  Greek Philosophy undermined belief in the old pagan gods.

a. Socrates (471-399 B.C.) taught that there was a single divine principle or
wisdom which ruled over the universe. He is also believed to have taught
the immortality of the soul.

b. Plato (427-347 B.C.) taught a good God

c. Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) taught that God was a spirit who was the final

cause of all things. He based his belief in such a God on the intelligent
design of the universe.

d. The Stoics taught that the universe was God and that the soul was divine
outliving the body. (Acts 17:18)
e. The Epicureans denied the supernatural and the immortality of the soul.

'1I'(7) ’%I%em pleasure (not necessarily sensual) was the only good. Acts

f. Yet the philosophers were never able to know the true God. Note the
reason for their failure in 1 Cor. 1:21ff.

2. Aninternational language was established by the conquests of Alexander the
Great (4th century B.C.) who introduced Greek culture and promoted the use
of the Greek language throughout his empire.

a. The presence of such a universal tongue greatly facilitated the spread of
the gospel in the first century.

B. Roman Background
1.  International peace under law maintained by the Roman empire made for easy

travel between countries under their dominion.

2. The road system built by the Romans greatly increased the ease of
international travel.

3.  Both of these factors greatly facilitated the spread of the gospel into the
Gentile world, and the apostle Paul made good use of his Roman citizenship in
his extensive travels throughout the empire.

C. Jewish Background
1. The Old Testament, which was given to Israel through Moses & the prophets,

prepared the way for the coming of Christ. Note Gal. 3:24; Matt. 5:17-18.

2.  The Dispersion of the Jews by the captivity into all areas of the world caused a
rapid spread of the gospel after Pentecost (Acts 2:5-11; Acts 8:1-4), and gave
Paul and others an immediate beachhead for the gospel in the synagogues
scattered over much of the Gentile world.
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Il. The New Testament Period

A. Roman Emperors

Palestine was conquered by the Roman army under Pompey in 63 B.C. and was
made a part of the Roman province of Syria. During the New Testament period the
following emperors reigned:

1. Octavius or Augustus (B.C. 31 - A.D. 14)
a.  During his reign Jesus was born (Luke 2:1).

2. Tiberius (A.D. 14-37)
a. During his reign Jesus was crucified (Luke 3:1). The Roman historian
Tacitus records the crucifixion of Jesus under Pontius Pilate in the reign
of Tiberius.

3. Caligula (Gaius) (A.D. 37-41)
a. Called the Mad Caligula because of the later excesses of his reign, he
was arrogant, brutal. a consummate sensualist. He once invited a race
horse to dinner and proposed to make the horse consul of Rome. He did
appoint his favorite horse a priest.

4. Claudius (A.D. 41-54)
a. Inorabout A.D. 49 Claudius banished the Jews from Rome. Among

them were Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:2). He married his niece,
Agrippina, as his fifth wife and adopted her son, Nero.

5.  Nero (A.D. 54-68)
a. The man. He was very obscene and had an insane passion for popular
applause. He murdered his brother, his mother, two wives, and his
teacher. Committed suicide at age 32.
b.  The Great Fire. The fire which destroyed two thirds of the city of Rome
began in July, 64 A.D. and raged for six days and nights.
(1) Christians Blamed.

6. Vespasian (A.D. 69-79)
a. It was Vespasian who was sent by Nero to put down a rebellion in Judea,
and after laying siege to Jerusalem for more than two years. He was
declared emperor in 69 and sent his son Titus to finish the pacification of

Judea. The Roman army finally entered the city in 70 A.D., crucified
many of the inhabitants and burned the city.

B. The Herods

1. Herod the Great (37 - 4 B.C.)
a. He ordered the infants of Bethlehem slain in order to destroy the infant
Jesus (Mt. 2:16).

2.  Sons of Herod the Great
a. At his death the territory of Herod the Great was divided among his sons.
(1) Archelaus received the tetrarchy of Judea and Samaria. He was so
incompetent and so much hated by his subjects that he was
replaced by a Roman governor (procurator) in about 6 A.D. In the
process he was relieved of all his property and exiled to Gaul. Note
Matthew 2:22.
(2) Antipas was given rule over Galilee and Perea (Lk. 3:1). His
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friendship with Rome and the divorce of his first wife in order to
marry Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, alienated him from his
subjects. John the Baptist's rebuke of this immorality cost him his
life (Mt. 14:1-10). Antipas' former wife's father, Aretas, king of
Arabia, attacked and defeated him, which, Josephus says, was
looked upon by the Jews as divine punishment for having killed
John the Baptist. Jesus referred to Herod Antipas as "that fox" (Lk.
13:31,32). He was the Herod who mocked Jesus during His trial
(Lk. 23:8-12). During the reign of Caligula, Antipas was banished to
Gaul.

(3) Philip was given the North East area and Abilene (Lk. 3:1). This is
not the Philip whose wife Antipas took. This Philip was the son of
Cleopatra of Jerusalem and, unlike his brothers, he evidently ruled
with justice and moderation until his death in 34 A.D. Three years
later the emperor Caligula gave his territory to Agrippa | the son of
Philip's brother Aristobulus who had been executed by his father,
Herod the Great.

3. Herod Agrippa |
a. Agrippa was the grandson of Herod the Great and son of Aristobulus who

had been executed by his father. He was extravagant and dissolute.
Raised in the court at Rome he so supported the claim of Caligula to the
throne that Tiberius imprisoned him. Upon the accession of Caligula
Agrippa was freed and made king of the territory of his uncle Philip (A.D.
37) and shortly thereafter the territory of Herod Antipas. Upon the
assassination of Caligula, Claudius united all Palestine under Agrippa
(A.D. 41-44). He killed James and imprisoned Peter and died by the
hand of God in 44 A.D. (Acts 12:1-23).

4.  Herod Agrippa Il
a. The son of Agrippa |, he was given rule over the North East section in 50
A.D. where he ruled in a very insignificant fashion until 100 A.D. Paul
preached before him in Caesarea (Acts 25:23 - 26:32).
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Family Tree of Herod

Herad the Great (d 4 B.C.)

|
Son of Doris Sons of Mariamne Sons of Malthace, =on of

Son of Mariamne

Herod Antipas  Archelaus
(d. AD. 39) (d AD.B)
I I
Herod Herodias  Herod Agrippa |
of Chalcis  (consort of (d.AD 44
(d. AD. 48) Herod Antipas) |
[

I I
Bernice Herod Agrippa Il Drusilla {m. Felix)
(d.c. AD. 100)

I a Samaritan Cleopatra of Simaon
[
Antipater Herod FPhilip I
(d. 4B.C) Arigtobulus  Alexander "Tetrarch”
L R e e e S B (d. AD. 34) Herod
SR H UEEEERRRIR Philip |

(first hushand
of Herodias)
(dc. AD 3

Salome

C. The Roman Procurators (Governors) of Judea

1. Coponius 6-9 A.D.

2. Ambiblus 9-12

3. Ammus Rufus 12-15

4. Valerius 15-26

5. Pontius Pilate 26-36 Luke 3:1 Matt. 27:2
6. Marcellus 37

7. Herenorius Capeto  38-41

8.  No procurators 41-44 (Herod Agrippa | is king.)
9. Cuspus Fadus 44-48

10. Alexander 48

11. Cumanus 48-52

12. Felix 52-58 Acts 23:26; 24:1-27
13. Festus 58-62 Acts 25,26

14. Tucinus Albinus 62-64

15. Florus 64-66
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QUESTIONS:

1.  When did God send forth His Son? Gal. 4:4 Eph. 1:10

2.  How did Greek philosophy prepare for the coming of Christ?

3.  What two schools of Greek philosophy did Paul encounter in Athens? Acts 17:18
Describe the view of each.

4.  Why did philosophy fail to reach a knowledge of God? How did God determine that men
should know Him?

5.  What contribution of the Greeks made possible the easy spread of the gospel through the
world of the first century?

6. What two things did the Romans provide which made the spread of the gospel easier?

7. What two great contributions to the spread of the gospel came from the Jews?

8. In what year did the Romans conquer Palestine and who was the general of the army?

9.  Of what Roman province was Palestine made a part?

10. Who was the Roman emperor and who was the governor of Syria when Jesus was born?
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Who was the emperor of Rome when Jesus died?

What Roman historian of the late first century made mention of the crucifixion of Jesus?

What Roman emperor ordered all Jews to leave Rome, and in what year?

In what year or soon thereafter did Paul meet Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth? Acts 18:2

What Roman emperor initiated the first persecution of Christians by the Roman
government?  With what catastrophe did he blame Christians?

Under what Roman emperor was a rebellion in the city of Jerusalem put down and the
temple destroyed? In what year?

What had Jesus prophesied about Herod's temple in Jerusalem?

Which Herod had all the male infants of Bethlehem slain who were two years old or younger?
Why?

What great edifice did Herod the Great have rebuilt? In what years?

Which son of Herod the Great was given rule over Judea and Samaria at his father's
death? How did Joseph receive this news? Mt. 2:22

What happened to this son because of his incompetence?

Which son of Herod the Great was given rule over Galilee and Perea at his father's
death? Whose death did he order and why?

Which son of Herod the Great mocked Jesus during His trial? Lk. 23:8-12
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24. Which son of Herod the Great was given rule over the Northeast region (lturea and
Trachonitis) at his father's death?

25. Who was made king over all Palestine in 41 A.D.? What was his relationship to Herod the
Great, and to Herod Antipas?

26. How did Herod Agrippa | afflict the church? How did he die?

27. Who resumed their rule over Judea after the death of Herod Agrippa I?

28. Who ruled over the Northeast region after his death and what was his relationship to
Agrippa 1?

29. Before which Herod did Paul preach in Caesarea?

30. Who was the procurator (governor) of Judea during the preaching of John the Baptist and
the public ministry of Jesus?

31. Before which two Roman governors of Judea did Paul preach?
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ADDENDUM TO LESSON ONE
High Priests and Sects of the Jews

High Priests of the New Testament Period

Herod the Great set up and deposed high priests at his pleasure. The Romans did the
same, and changed so frequently that the position almost became an annual
appointment. Though many changes were thus made, the high priest was always chosen
from certain priestly families. From this group of deposed priests it is supposed that the
"chief priests" arose as a distinct class.

In NT times the high priest was the chief civil and religious dignitary among the Jews. He
was chairman of the Sanhedrin and head of political relations with the Roman
government.

During the time of Christ and the beginning of the church the following men occupied the
office of high priest:

A. Annas, the son of Seth

1. The virtual head of the priestly party in Jerusalem during the days of Christ.
He was made high priest in 7 A.D. by Quirinius, governor of Syria. He was
deposed by Valerius Gratus in 15 A.D. Though deprived of his office he
continued to wield great influence as the dominant member of the hierarchy.
He used members of his own family as his willing instruments. Five of his sons
and his son-in-law Caiaphas held the high priesthood in almost unbroken
succession. Annas' continuing influence after being deposed is evidenced by:

a. Heis mentioned as holding the high priesthood jointly with Caiaphas.
Luke 3:2
b. He is called high priest. Jn. 18:19-24; Acts 4.6

c. Jesus was brought to Annas first before being tried before
Caiaphas. Jn. 18:19-24

2.  Annas was of the Sadducean aristocracy. He was ambitious and enormously
wealthy. The chief source of his wealth seems to have been the sale of
requirements for sacrifice for which outrageous prices were extorted. Note
John 2:13-16.

B. Joseph ben Caiaphas

1. Son-in-law to Annas (Jn. 18:13) he served as high priest from 18-36 A.D. He
was deposed by Vitellius. Played a leading role in the trial and condemnation
of Jesus.

a. Caiaphas proposed the death of Jesus to the Sanhedrin as necessity to
save the nation. John 11:47-53; 18:14

b.  The plot to obtain the death of Jesus was hatched in the court of
Caiaphas. Matt. 26:3-5

c. Caiaphas is mentioned in Acts 4:6 as one of those who presided over the
trial of Peter and John.

Religious History - Doctrines & Divisions
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Lesson Two: Origin, Growth & Persecution of the New Testament Church

L. Definitions and Explanations

A.  Church - the term itself
1. From Greek ekklesia which means a gathering or assembly of people who
have been called (< kaleo, "to call") out (ek) for a given purpose.
B. Use of church in the New Testament:

1. Of an assembly of citizens (Acts 19:32).

2.  Of the congregation of Israel in the wilderness (Acts 7:38).
3.  Of those called out to follow Christ (Acts 2:47; 1 Co. 1:2; 12:13,27ff).

C. Use of church when referring to followers of Christ.

1. Universal sense

a.  Of all Christians, all disciples of the Lord. Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22, 3:10,
5:25; Note Hebrews 12:23.

2. Local sense

a.  Of disciples of Christ who identified with each other, assembled together,
and functioned together in a given place. Acts 13:1; 15:22; Rom. 16;16;
1 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:2; Rev. 1:11; Acts 14:23; Phil. 1:1; 4:15-16.

b.  Of the actual assemblies of these local groups or teams of Christians. 1
Cor. 11:18; 14:23

c.  Of Christians who met in different assemblies but in the same general
area or district considered distributively or individually. Acts 9:31

Il. The Origin of the New Testament Church

A. Determined by composition of the church.

1. The NT church are the people called out of darkness of sin into the light of God
by the gospel. 1 Pet. 1:23-25, 2:9

a. 2Thess. 2:14
b. Rom. 1:16
C. Mark 16:15,16
2. What is the gospel?
a. Facts to be preached and believed. | Cor. 15:1ff
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b.  Commands to be obeyed. Rom. 10:16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9
C. Promises to be trusted. Acts 2:38,39; 2 Cor. 6:17,18

3.  First time these factors all together - first Pentecost after the resurrection, Acts
2.
B. Determined by the church's purchase price.
1. Christ's people bought by the blood of Christ
a. Acts 20:28
b. Rev.5:9,10

2.  The church therefore had to come into existence after the cross.
a.  Not during ministry of John the Baptist
b.  Not during the ministry of Jesus

c. But when the death and resurrection of Jesus were announced as
accomplished facts and men and women were invited to become His
disciples by turning to Him in penitent faith and being baptized in His
name for the remission of their sins. (Acts 2)

C. Before Pentecost, the kingdom of Christ is spoken of as future - Matt. 16:18; Mk.
9:1; Luke 23:42; Acts 1:6,7. After Pentecost, as a reality - Rom. 14:17; Col.
1:12,13.

lll. Luke's History of the Early church - Acts of the Apostles

A. From a small beginning to a mighty force in the world. (Mt. 13:31-32)
1. Atthe first preaching - 3,000 (Acts 2:41).
2 Soon the men alone were 5,000 (Acts 4:4).
3 Multitudes of believers both men and women (5:14).
4.  The number of the disciples was multiplying (6:1).
5

The number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; a great
company of the priests were obedient to the faith (6:7).

6.  Within thirty years Paul would write that the gospel had come to "all the world"
(Col. 1:6) and the "hope of the gospel" had been "preached in all creation
under heaven" (Col. 1:23).

B. The Book of Acts records the work of two principal men - Peter and Paul, along with
Stephen, Philip, Barnabas and Silas. But the rapid multiplication of Christians was
not achieved by the work of these men alone. All the disciples were teachers of the
gospel (Acts 8:4). And above all, it was God who gave the increase (I Cor. 3:6).

C. Luke's history in Acts records the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea to
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Samaria to the "uttermost parts of the earth" (Acts 1:8).

IV. Inthe Gospel Seed Which Produces Christians, Every Characteristic of the Disciple
and the Church is Found. Luke 8:11

A. Obedient faith in Jesus and His word, the gospel, produces children of God who are
saved from sin by His grace and the blood of His Son. 1 Pet. 1:22-25; 1:18-19

B. A continued trust in Christ and His word keep the Lord's disciples serving Him
faithfully both as individuals and in their work together in the churches.

1. Jude 3; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Gal. 1:8-9; 2 Jn. 9

2. The true church of Christ is that body of disciples who are ruled by the one
head. Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23,24.

C. Avreverence and love for Christ as Lord will keep His people doing only the things
which He says. Luke 6:46; 1 John 5:2-3; 1 Pet. 1:12-16

1. This will affect what we believe, what we teach, how we live, how we worship,
how we order ourselves and work in local churches.

2.  When we cease to reverence Jesus as Lord it will produce corruptions in our
lives and teachings, and in the life, work and order of the churches.

V. The Early Christians Warned of False Teachers and Apostasy.

A. Warnings of Jesus:
1. Matt. 7:15-23
2.  Matt. 24:4,5,11,24

B. Paul's prophecies:
1. Acts 20:28-32
2 1 Tim. 4:1-5
3. 2Tim.4:14
4. 2Thess. 2:1-12

C. Inthe history of Israel
1.  Acts 7:51-53
2. 1Cor.10:1-12

D. Inthe false teaching and teachers already present in the NT churches.
1. Judaizers (Gal. 1:6-9; 5:1-4)
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Sectarians (1 Cor. 1:10-15)

Gnostics (1 John 4:1-3)

Sensualists (Phil. 3:18,19; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; Jude 4)
Materialists (1 Cor. 15:12-19)

In the churches of Asia - Rev. 2:14,15; 20-22.
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VI. Warnings about Persecutions in the New Testament:

-_—

Matt. 5:10-12; 10:16-23; 24:8-13

2.  Luke 6:22,23; 21:12-19
3.  John 15:18,19

4. 2Tim. 3:10-13

5. 1Pet. 4:13-16

6.

Rev. 2:10; 6:9; 17:6

VII. The History of the Imperial Persecution of Christians

A. Romans make the way of Christ illegal.

1. The way of Christ was at first regarded by the Roman state as a branch of
Judaism which had legal status in the empire and therefore enjoyed a period of
peace (Acts 9:31)

2. But the hostility of the Jewish establishment to Christians may have in time
shown that there was a distinction, for by the time of the Nerodian persecution
(64 A.D.) the line was plainly drawn. The emperor Trajan's reply to Pliny, the
governor of Bithynia (111-113 A.D.), makes clear that being a Christian by and
of itself was viewed as a crime.
B. Accusations made against Christians.

1. The most frequent ones were: atheism, disloyalty to the Roman state,
cannibalism, and licentiousness.

2. Christians were blamed for natural calamities, floods, earthquakes, famines,
pestilence and plague because of their rejection of the gods.

C. The Ten Roman Emperors who persecuted Christians:

1. Nero (64) Limited to city of Rome

2. Domitian (96) Possibly emperor during writing of John's Revelation. First
widespread persecution, especially severe in Asia Minor.

Religious History - Doctrines & Divisions Page 16



3. Trajan (100-113) Emperor to whom Pliny the governor of Bithynia wrote about
prosecution of Christians.

Aurelia and Commodus (161-185)

Septimius Severus and Caracalla (202-213)
Maximinus | (235-238)

Decius (249-251) Very severe and widespread.
Valerian (253-260)

Aurelia (274-275)
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10. Diocletian (303-313 Most severe of all persecutions.

D. Roman Persecution Pauses, Resumes, Ends.
1. Period of peace 260-303 A.D.

a. Churches grew in numbers and outward prosperity.
b. Large and sometimes splendid houses of worship erected in chief cities.

C. Discipline relaxed, quarrels and factions increased, and worldliness
poured in like a flood.

2. Last and most violent persecution under Diocletian, 303-311.

a. A soldier raised to seat of empire by the army, Diocletian was deeply
devoted to emperor worship and the old pagan gods. He was also
dedicated to order in the empire and ruled with absolute power. He
therefore sought to subjugate and break the power of the rapidly growing
body of Christians.

b.  In 303 Diocletian ordered church buildings destroyed, sacred books
confiscated, and the leaders of the Christians imprisoned and forced by
torture to offer sacrifice to the "gods". In 304 all Christians were required
to offer sacrifice. There were many who died and many who fell away.

3. The Edict of Toleration and the Edict of Milan.

a. In 305, Diocletian and the man whom he had made ruler of the west
entered voluntary retirement and turned the empire over to two
subordinates, Constantius Chlorus in the west, and Galerius in the east.
Upon the death of Constantius Chlorus in 306, his son, Constantine, with
the support of the army ' replaced his father in the west. In April, 311, he
and Galerius issued an edict of toleration to Christians, "on condition that
nothing is done by them contrary to discipline."

b.  After the death of Galerius (311) Constantine defeated Maxentius, his
chief rival for the western empire, at the Milvian bridge across the Tiber
just north of Rome (October 28, 3121. Constantine declared that the
Christian God had given him victory.

C. In early 313, now in absolute control of the West, Constantine published
in Milan an edict which gave complete freedom to Christians. It
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proclaimed absolute freedom of conscience placed Christianity on full
equality with all other religions of the empire, and ordered restoration of
all church property confiscated in the recent persecution.

d. Under imperial favor the church grew by leaps and bounds. In 319
private heathen sacrifices were forbidden and the Christian "clergy'
exempted from public obligations.

In 321 Sunday work was forbidden to the people of the cities . Christianity
became not just a legal religion but the favored religion of the empire.

Constantine is considered the first "Christian" emperor, but his
conversion is suspect. He seemed more interested in uniting the empire
as it was with one emperor and one religion, Christianity now exchanged
for the old paganism. In 325 he called together the first general council
of the church at Nicaea to settle the Arian controversy which was dividing
the empire. Most Christians at this time were in the East. Constantine
delayed baptism until shortly before his death in 337.

Conclusion

Apostasy among the disciples of Christ always ultimately comes out of a failure of love and faith
toward God and His Son. Complete trust in God and His word is an absolute defense against
apostasy. People who are not totally committed to Christ will not be able to escape the
"traditions of men" and the "doctrines of demons." Apostasy always comes in slowly and quietly.
Spiritual collapse comes more like a slow leak tha