
28.  What were moral, religious and 
political/physical conditions of Judah 
during the times of Micah’s writing? 
   a. moral:  constantly scheme iniquity, covet 

& seize fields (Micah 2:1), lies/deceit/
violence/crooked commerce (Micah 6:11-12).
b. religious:  rulers were not just, hated good 
and loved evil (Micah 3:1-3).
c. political/physical:  Fortified cities assaulted 
and seized by Assyria (Isa. 36:1).

Review



29.  What were the moral conditions at 
the writing of Habakkuk and what was the 
Lord going to do about it?

a. priests/people unfaithful following 
abominations of the nations, defiled 
temple (2 Chron. 36:14, 17-19).
b. Lord brought the Babylonians 
against the nation, taken into 
captivity, temple destroyed (2 
Chron. 36:14,17-19).



30.  What were the moral conditions 
at the writing of Zephaniah?

 Even though Josiah removed 
the idols, the people/priests still 
worshiped them (Zeph. 1:4-6).



 The Times of the Writing.

•Ezra 5:1-2:  “When the prophets, Haggai 
the prophet and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in 
Judah and Jerusalem, … 2 then Zerubbabel 
… began to rebuild the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of 
God were with them supporting them.”.

Haggai & Zechariah



 The Times of the Writing.

• 6:14:  “And the elders of the Jews were 
successful in building through the 
prophesying of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo.  And they 
finished building according to the 
command of the God of Israel…”.

Haggai & Zechariah



 The Times of the Writing.

•Mal. 2:11 “Judah has dealt treacherously, 
and an abomination has been committed in Israel 
and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the 
sanctuary of the LORD which He loves, and 
has married the daughter of a foreign god.” 
• Neh. 13:23,28:  “In those days I also saw that 
the Jews had married women from Ashdod, 
Ammon, and Moab.  28 Even one of the sons of 
Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest…”.

Malachi



 The Times of the Writing.

•Mal. 3:7-8:  "From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from My 
statutes, and have not kept them. Return 
to Me, and I will return to you,” says the 
LORD of hosts. “But you say, ‘How shall 
we return?’ 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet 
you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How 
have we robbed Thee?’ In tithes and 
offerings”.

Malachi



 The Times of the Writing.

• Neh. 13:10-12:  “I also discovered that the 
portions of the Levites had not been given 
them, so that the Levites and the singers 
who performed the service had gone away, 
each to his own field. 11 So I reprimanded 
the officials and said, “Why is the house of 
God forsaken?” Then I gathered them 
together and restored them to their posts. 
12 All Judah then brought the tithe of the 
grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses."

Malachi



 Objective:  understand why the 
letter was written.  By fulfilling 
this goal, the main message of each 
letter should be known.

Why Was The Letter Written?



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Inform Israel that the Lord was 
bringing an end to the Nation (1:4; 13:9, 
16) due to their iniquity and offer a 
final call of repentance to avoid 
destruction (6:1; 12:6; 14:1).  

Hosea



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Alert Judah that the day of the 
Lord is near (judgment; 1:15; 2:1-3, 11) 
and plead with them to “Return to Me 
with all your heart” (2:12-13) .  If they 
do so, God will bless them ( 2:18-20).

Joel



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Listen to the Word of the Lord 
that the Nation will go into exile 
(3:1, 13-15; 4:1-2, 10-12; 5:1-3, 27; 6:14; 
7:8-9, 17, 8:2-3, 8-10). 

Amos



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Announce judgment on Edom 
because violence and ill will done 
to Jacob (Judah; 1:4, 6, 10).

Obadiah



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Go tell Nineveh that judgment 
from God is coming for their 
wickedness (1:2; 3:2, 4, 8-10)

Jonah



Lessons.
• The over-riding message 
throughout the Minor Prophets is to 
repent for the iniquities committed.  
This call is just as pertinent today as 
in the times these letters were 
written.  We should not delude 
ourselves that this call in not 
applicable to us in the Messianic Age.



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Appeal to listen to God’s judgment 
against Judah and Samaria for their 
rebellion (1:2-6, 3:8,12; 4:10; 6:1-2). 

Micah



 Why Was The Letter Written?

• Announce to Nineveh its coming 
devastation (1:1, 3, 14; 2:6-10; 3:7).

Nahum



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Announce judgment on Judah by 
Babylon because of their iniquities 
(1:3, 5-6).

Habakkuk



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Announce day of the 
LORD is near for Judah, 1:1-7.

Zephaniah



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Encourage the Returned Exiles to 
rebuild the temple (1:2, 8, 12, 14-15).

Haggai



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•A call to repentance (1:3-6) 
and inform the exiles of the 
future glory and deliverance of 
Zion through the work of the 
Messiah.

Zechariah



 Why Was The Letter Written?

•Reprove the Returned Exiles 
for 1) their irreverence in worship 
(1:11-12; 2:2,5) and 2) marrying 
foreign women (2:11-12, 14, 16).   
And urging repentance (3:7).

Malachi



Lessons.
• Jehovah will judge the entire 
world, believer and non-believer for 
the transgressions committed. 
• Even though we sin and God’s 
judgment will be come upon us, God 
still loves us and appeals for us to 
listen to the prophets’ messages.


