
Why This Study?
•Examples to Avoid - I Cor. 10:6,11. 
•Hope in Jesus Christ - Rom. 15:4-5. 
•God’s Purpose in OT - Rom. 10:4.
•It is God’s Word - Hos. 1:1, Joel 1:1.
•God rules in the kingdoms of men.



Objectives

•Build our faith in God. 
•Appreciate the Minor Prophets. 
•Answer the review questions. 
•Satisfy the lesson plan.



Who Are the Prophets?
Function:  Word Etymology.

•Greek prophētēs ‘spokesman,’ from pro 
‘before’ + phētēs ‘speaker’. 
•H5030; Original: נביא; Transliteration: 
Nabiy’; Phonetic: naw-bee’. 
• root meaning "to bubble forth, as from 
a fountain," hence "to utter”. 
•Jer. 20:9.



Who Are the Prophets?
Prophet = God’s Spokesman.

• Ex. 4:16, 7:1-2. 
•Only 3 minor prophets identify 
themselves as prophets, Hab. 1:1; Hag. 1:1; 
Zech. 1:1. 
• “the word of the Lord came…” 
•Guided by the Holy Spirit, 2 Pe. 1:20,21; 
Eze. 13:1-7.



Who Are the Prophets?
Instructors under the Old Covenant.

•  Moses:  lawgiver. 
•  Wisemen/elders:  counsel. 
•  Priests: law. 
•  Prophets:  word. 
•  Psalmists:  poets



Who Are the Prophets?
Mission.

•  Sought to bring the people of his day to 
faith, repentance, and obedience. 
•  2Ki. 17:13; Neh. 9:26; Zec. 1:4. 
•  “forth-teller” rather than “fore-
teller”. 
•  “proclaimers” rather than 
“predictors”.



Who Are the Prophets?
Types.

•  Oral vs. Literary. 
•  Major vs. Minor. 

✦  length of book is the difference. 
✦“minor” prophets are not less important nor later 
than the others. 

•  Other Designations. 
✦   Seer - 1Sa. 9:9, Isa. 30:10. 
✦  Man of God - 1Sa. 9:6; 1 Ki. 17:18,24. 
✦  Servant of God - Jos. 1:13,15; 9:24. 
✦  Messenger of God - Hag. 1:13.



Who Are the Prophets?
List.

•  36+ in OT. 
•  Throughout OT History. 
•  By Literary Type (16). 

✦  Major (4):  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel. 
✦  Minor (12):  Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.



S t u d y  A p p r o a c h



C l a s s  S c h e d u l e



How to Study the Minor 
Prophets?

•  Understanding the Context. 
•  Interpretation needs to Harmonize . 
• Understand the Political, Moral, 

Social and Religious conditions at the 
time the prophet lived. 

• Use NT to understand Messianic 
Prophecies in these books. 

• OK not to understand everything.



S t u d e n t  
E x p e c t a t i o n s



I n s t r u c t o r  
E x p e c t a t i o n s


