XII.  TYPES & FIGURES SUPPORTING THE MESSIANIC MESSAGE 

A.
Background

1.
This is not meant to be an exhaustive study of types, but rather an overview

with illustrative examples.

2.
A type is an historical person, place, object or event which was designed by

God to foreshadow the future age.

type 1 : a person, thing, or event that foreshadows another to come : token, symbol 8 

a.  Derived from a Greek term (tupos) - occurs 14 times in the NASB 

(18 times in the KJV). 

b.  What words are translated from “tupos” in the New Testament (NASB)? 

(1)  John 20:25 

(2)  Acts 7:43 

(3)  Acts 7:44; Heb. 8:5 

(4)  Acts 23:25: Rom. 5:14 

(5)  Rom. 6:17 

(6)
1 Cor. 10:6; Phil. 3:17; 1 Thess. 1:7; 1 Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7; 1 Pet. 5:3

(7)
2 Thess. 3:9

3.
Three other Greek words in the New Testament express the same general

idea.

a.  skia - Heb. 10:1(“Shadow" ) 

b.  parabolay - Heb. 9:9 ("Parable" (RV); “symbol” (NASB), 

“figure” (KJV)) 

c.  hupodeigma - Heb. 9:23 (“Copy" or "pattern" (KJV) 

4.
Note the use of type/anti-type comparisons in the book of Hebrews. What

terms are used?

a.  Heb. 8:5 (KJV) 

b.  Heb. 10:1 

c.  Heb. 9:8 

d.  Heb. 9:9 

e.  Heb. 9:23 

f.   Heb. 10:1 

8 The Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
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5.
The relationship of “type, shadow” to interpreting prophecy.

a.  God designed that certain individuals, institutions, and events represent, 

point to, typify, certain realities in the New Covenant. 

b.  God gave some word prophecies which were literally fulfilled (Micah 5:2). 

c.  Others were fulfilled figuratively (Ezek. 37:24). 

d.  Others were simply facts of history or people, who were a type of a New 

Testament reality. 

6. 
Some Distinctive Features 

a.  It must be a true picture of the person or the thing it represents or 

prefigures. 

b.  It is of divine appointment. 

c.  It always prefigures something future. 

d.  The shadow or type will always be inferior to the substance. 

e.  The type or shadow is temporary. 

7.
Classification of Types

a.  Personal types

b.  Historical types

c.  Ritual types

8.
Review from Introduction: Guidelines for interpreting a passage as a 'type'

prophecy:

a.  Labeled so by the New Testament. 

b.  Necessary to harmonize within the Old Testament. 

c.  Necessary to harmonize the prophecy with New Testament teaching. 

d.  Must recognize: 

(1)  The type and antitype, the shadow and substance are not identical. 

(2)  The shadow or type will always be inferior to the substance. 

(3)  The type or shadow was temporary. 

B. 
Examples of Types Relating to Messianic prophecy 

1.   Personal types 

a.  Adam 

(1)  Read Rom. 5:12-21 

(a) What is Adam called, vs. 14? 

(b) In what ways is this so? 

(2)
1 Cor. 15:21-22

(a) Describe the comparison - what is the point?
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(3)
1 Cor. 15:45-47

(a) How are Adam and Christ contrasted in this section? 

b.
Melchizedek

(1)  Read Gen. 14:18-20; Heb. 5:5-6; Heb. 7:1-25 

(a) Make a list (with supporting scriptures) of the typical/anti-

typical aspects of Melchizedek & Christ? 

c. 
Moses (Review Section 5, “The Prophet”) 

(1)  Beyond the earlier study regarding Christ as The Prophet, what are 

some other type/anti-type comparisons between Moses and Jesus as the Messiah? Provide scriptures in support. 

d. 
Joseph - typical? 

(1)  Joseph was beloved of his father 

(2)  was sold by his brothers at the price of a slave 

(3)  was found taking upon him the form of a servant 

(4)  was victorious in resistance of temptation 

(5)  was, for his own sake, a blessing to others (Gen. 39:5) 

(6)  was condemned and bound 

(7)  was exalted to be a prince and savior 

(8)  was provider of bread for a famine-stricken nation 

(9)  was manifested unto his brethren 

(10)was second to Pharaoh 

2.   Historical/Ritual types 

a.  The Blood-Sprinkled Door/Passover (Exod. 12:1-7, 12-13) 

(1)  In what way(s) is this event typical? 

(2)  Specific to the Passover lamb, list the type/anti-type features (Some 

of these were covered in an earlier lesson). 

b.  Manna 

(1)  In what respect was manna (Exod. 16:1-36; Num. 11:5-6) typical of 

the Messiah (John 6)? Again, provide supporting scripture. 

c.  The Brazen Serpent 

(1)  What is the connection between the brazen serpent event (Num. 

24:4-9) and the Messiah? 
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d.  The Passover Feast 

(1)  What was the purpose of the Passover Feast (Exod. 12) ? How does 

this foreshadow the Messianic reign? 

e.  Comparisons in the book of Hebrews 
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