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I.   INTRODUCTION 

A.  Objectives/Intent of This Class 

1.   Strengthen Basis for faith 

2.   Establish importance of Messianic prophecy to Christian 

3.   Critically review Old Testament/New Testament prophecies (and their 

fulfillment) pertaining to Christ 

B.  Guidelines of interpretation 

C.
Importance of Messianic Prophecy

1.
Evidence of God

a.  Psa. 14:1

b.  Acts 3:18-21

c.
2 Pet. 1:19-21

2.
Evidence of Bible's reliability

3.
Evidence of Bible's inspiration

a.
1 Thess. 2:13

4.
Identifies the Messiah

a.  John 1:41; John 1:45 

b.  John 4:25 

c.  John 5:39 

d.  Luke. 24:44 

5.
Authenticates the deity of Jesus

a.  John 1:1-14

b.  John 5:17-23

c.  John 8:48-58 (especially. vs. 58)

6.
Limits Those Who Would Claim to be the Messiah

a.  Realized by the Jews - John 7:40-42

b.  Prophecies with respect to the Messiah were very specific in many cases,

making substantiation of a claim difficult.
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7.   Allay Prejudice 

a.  Psa. 22:7-8 

b.  Luke. 24:13-27 

8.   Guarantees associated promises 

a.  Eph. 1:3-14 

b.  John 5:24-30 

c.  John 10:27-30 

d.
1 Pet. 1:3-4

e.  John 6:40 

f.   Gal. 3:26-29 

g.  John 12:48; Rom. 6:22-23; Gal. 6:7-8 

D. 
Definition of Terms 

1.   Prophet 

a.  Ex. 4:16, 7:1 

b.  Jer. 14:13-15 

2.   Prophecy - Signifies the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God... 

much of which was predictive. 

3.   Messiah - Hebrew term is Mashiyach; Greek form of Messiah is Messias; the 

Greek equivalent word is Christos, translated Christ; all of which simply 

mean 'anointed' 

a.  Priests - Lev. 4:3, Lev. 8:12 

b.  Kings - 1 Sam.   24:10 

c.  Prophets - 1 Kings 19:16 

4.   Messianic prophecy - Term will be used to denote all prophecy which 

involves the person, work or kingdom of Jesus Christ, whether there is 

express mention of the Christ or not. 

5.   Fulfillment 

a.  Deut. 18:21ff 

b. 
1 Sam. 3:19-21 

E.  Nature of Prophecy

1.   Audience

a.
1 Pet. 1:12

b.
2 Sam. 7:12-17, 19
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2.
Predictive - A significant distinguishing factor of Messianic prophecy is in its

features of predictive foresight. 

3. 
To be valuable(valid) predictive prophecy it must 

a.  Be delivered prior to the event. 

b.  Correspond precisely with the event 

c.  Be beyond mere human ability to predict 

d.  Be such that it does not cause its own fulfillment 

4.
False

a.  Proof of truth: Deut. 18:21ff 

5.
Fulfillment

a.  Timing 

b.  Obscurity 

(1)  Acts 2:38-39 

(2) 
1 Pet. 1:10-12 

c.  Blindness to 

(1)  Matt. 13:13-17 

(2)  Matt. 23:29-35 

d.  Surety 

(1)
1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 23:19-20

(2)  Matt. 5:17-18

(3)  Luke 24:44-45

F.  Considerations When Interpreting Prophecy

1.   Types or Symbols -

a.  Col.
2:16-17

b.
1 Pet. 3:20-21

c.  Heb. 8:1-5 

d.
1 Cor. 5:7

2.   The relationship of "type, shadow" to interpreting prophecy. 

3.   Guidelines for interpreting a passage as a 'type' prophecy: 

a.  Labeled so by the New Testament. 

b.  Necessary to harmonize within the Old Testament. 

c.  Necessary to harmonize the prophecy with New Testament teaching. 

d.  Must recognize: 

(1)  The type and antitype, the shadow and substance are not identical. 

(2)  The shadow or type will always be inferior to the substance. 

(3)  The type or shadow was temporary. 
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4.   Obscure (e.g. Gen. 3:15) 

5.   Plain (e.g. Micah 5:2) 

G. Importance of Prophecy to Jesus and the Apostles 

1.   Jesus' appeal to prophecy 

a.  Matt. 11:7-15 

b.  John 5:37-47 

c.  Luke. 4:16-21 

d.  John 15:25; Luke. 22:37 

e.  Luke. 24:35-48 

f.   John 13:18-19 

2.   Disciples' appeals to prophecy 

a.  Acts 2:22-36 

b.  Acts 3:18; Acts 3:22-26 

c.  Acts 13:33-41 

d.  Acts 17:2-3 

e.  Rom. 1:1-3 

f.
1 Pet. 2:5-6

H.  Objections to Validity of Messianic Prophecies

1.   Deliberate fulfillment
- Difficult to accept this objection when one considers

prophecies pertaining to Jesus':

a.  Place of birth 

b.  Time of birth 

c.  Manner of birth 

d.  Betrayal 

e.  Manner of death 

f.   Burial 

Just to name a few. 

2.   Coincidental fulfillment 
- This may be plausible if one were only concerned 

with fulfilling one or two prophecies. However, Jesus met the requirement of 
fulfilling all prophecies pertaining to the Messiah. (see probabilities below) 

a.  Probability 
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(1)  Reportedly 332 prophecies literally fulfilled in Jesus.1 

(2)  If just 8 prophecies considered, the probability2 of one man fulfilling 

all eight is one in 100,000,000,000,000,000 

(3)  What about all 300+ ? 

I. 
Uniqueness of the Messiah - Isaiah 9:6-7 

1.   Eternal - Micah 5:2 

2.   Creator - John 1:3; Col. 1:16-17 

3.   Deity Incarnate - John 1:1, 1:14 

4.   Word of God literally begins and ends with Him - Gen. 1:1; Rev. 22:21 

5.   God's Unique Prophet/Spokesman - Acts 3:22-23; John 8:25-29 

6.   Light - John 1:4-7; John 12:46 

7.   Able to answer any question/avoid any trap - Matt. 22:15-34, 41-46 

8.   Unerring insight - John 2:24-25; John 6:25-26 

9.   Sinless - Heb. 4:15 Unlike all before and all since. 

10.  Resurrected - John 11:25; Matt. 28:1-11; Rom. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:3 

11.  Redeemer - Gal. 4:4-5; Titus 2:14 

12.  Savior - Luke. 2:11; John 4:42; Titus 2:13; 1 John 4:14 

13.  Forgiver of sins - Mark. 2:5-12; Acts 5:29-32; Eph. 1:7 

14.  Judge - John 5:22, 27, 30; John 12:48 

15.  Giver of eternal life - 1 John 5:10-13 

This is not meant to be an exhaustive list.   Rather it is meant to draw our attention to 

Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Savior, to Whom each and every servant of God owes his very existence and hope. 

1 Floyd Hamilton in The Basis of Christian Faith, ETDV pg. 175 
2 Stoner, Peter W., Science Speaks 
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J.
Earliest Prophetic Introduction

1.   Gen. 2:15-17; 3:1-13 - The need for a Savior 

2.   Rom. 3:23; Isaiah 59:2 - Sin is man's problem 

3.   Gen. 3:14-15 - God's first promise of a solution to man's problem 

a.  Three possible views: 

(1)  Statement of natural enmity between mankind and serpent-kind 

(2)  Prophetic reference to spiritual warfare between Satan and the 

human race - Eph. 6:11-12; 1 Pet. 5:8 

(3)  Prophetic reference to the coming Messiah and God's plan of 

redemption for man - 1 John 3:8; Isaiah 53:10; Heb. 2:14-15; Rev. 
1:18 

K. 
Messianic Prophecy “Foundation” in Genesis 

1.   Satan ultimately would be crushed (3:15) By implication, if Satan were to be 

crushed, so also his seed, the enemies of God’s people 

2.   The agent of this crushing would come from the ranks of the seed of woman 

(3:15) 

3.   The victory over Satan would only be possible through suffering on the part 

of the ‘Crusher’ (3:15) 

4.   God would come to dwell in the tents of Shem (9:27) 

5.   Through a descendant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all nations of the earth 

were to be blessed (12:3) 

6.   He would appear before the scepter (rule, authority) departed from the tribe 

of Judah (49:10) 

7.   He would be a ‘Rest-bringer’ (49:10) 

8.   The nations (people) would give allegiance to Him (49:10) 

9.   His coming would introduce a time of great abundance (49:11-12) 
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