Lesson 1

Introduction.
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1) Why should we study Premillennialism (PM)
according to these verses?

•1 Thess. 5:21-22 (NIV), Acts 17:11, 1 John 4:1.
➡Test everything.
•Col. 4:6, 1 Pet. 3:15.
➡You may know how you should
respond to each person.
•Rom. 10:17.
➡Build our faith.
•Eph. 4:3-4.
➡Endeavoring to keep the unity of Holy
Spirit.

2). How is the word “Premillennialism” de ned in
the dictionaries?

➡1. noun: the doctrine or belief that

the Second Coming of Christ will
precede the millennium.

fi

Dictionary.com unabridged (v 1.1).

3). How is the word “Premillennialism” de ned
in the encyclopedia and other sources?
➡Premillennialism in Christian end-times

fi

theology is the belief that Christ will
literally reign on the earth for 1,000 years,
(the millennium), at his second coming.
Premillennialism is largely based upon a
literal interpretation of Revelation 20:1-6
in the New Testament which describes
Christ’s coming to the earth and
subsequent reign at the end of an
apocalyptic period of tribulation. Wikipedia.

4). Divide the word “Premillennialism” into 3
parts and de ne each part.

Pre | millennial | ism
1. Pre = “before”.
2. Millennium = 1000 years.
3. ism = a distinctive doctrine, theory, system,
practice, devotion or adherence.

fi

Doctrine that Christ’s second coming will come
before 1000 year reign of kingdom on earth.

Pronunciation
Pre mil len ni al ism

·

·

·

·

·

Prē-mə-ˈle-nē-ə-ˌli-zəm

5). De ne the following words:
A. Eschatology =

➡ from the Greek term “eschatos”, meaning last. This
is the study of the doctrine of the last things.

B. Dispensationalism =

➡ a speci c form of Premillennialism. The

fi

fi

fi

dispensationalist holds to three unique beliefs: (1) the
distinction between God’s plan for the nation of Israel
and God plan for the church (2) literal interpretation (3)
the real purpose of God is not man’s salvation but God’s
glori cation.

5). De ne the following words:
C. Chiliasm =

➡ a term often used for the premillennial view when
emphasis is especially placed on the materialistic aspect
of the millennium.

D. Amillennialism =

➡ the view which regards the Old Testament

fi

fi

prophecies concerning Israel ful lled in the church. This
position holds that the church and the kingdom are now
in existence and that Christ is ruling now on the throne of
David. This position holds that there will be no literal
millennium on earth following the second coming of
Christ.

5). De ne the following words:
E. Postmillennialism =

➡ looks to a period of future success for the Gospel just
before the coming of Christ. The name is derived from
the fact that in this theory Christ returns after the
Millennium.

F. Apocalyptic literature =

➡ from Greek “apoklypsis” meaning a revelation,

fi

disclosure or unveiling. In a broad sense, the term is
applied to passages in Daniel, Ezekiel and Zechariah. It
is characterized by numerology, symbolism, drama and
persecution. The New Testament example of this is the
revelation of Christ to John, called the book of Revelation.

5). De ne the following words:
G. Apocrypha =

➡ the term is technically applied to the books which are
not included in the canon of the scriptures. In short, they
are uninspired writings. An example of this type of literature
is Enoch, Baruch, Maccabees, Esdras, etc.

H. Parenthesis =

➡ As a result of the rejection of Jews of Christ’s earthly

fi

kingdom, the church was substituted as an entirely new
concept given to man, not found in the Old Testament.
Thus, the PM refers to the church age as a parenthesis,
(___): a mystery gap that must run from the coming of Christ
to the second coming when the kingdom will be established.

5). De ne the following words:
I. Theocracy =

➡ literally the “rule of God”. This is in contrast to

fi

monarchy, democracy and aristocracy. A theocracy is
where the religious and civil law is one without
distinction. God was the ruler of Israel in religious
matters and in civil matters.

6). Do a Google search on “Premillennialism
In uence on Churches” and determine what
churches are in uenced by this doctrine?

fl

Seventh-day Adventists (15.8M members).
Church of God (15.8M members).
Jehovah’s Witnesses (7M members).
Others: Irvingities, Plymouth Brethren,
Christadelphians (less 0.5M members).
5. Popular among Evangelical, Fundamentalist
Christians and Living Church of God. Expanded
into Asia, Africa and South America.
6. History Channel on TV.
7. “Churches of Christ”.
fl

1.
2.
3.
4.

Objectives
A. Obtain a thorough understanding of this
doctrine and its supposed bases from Scripture.
B. Be able to refute this false doctrine by
providing key Scriptures and its application
that under-mine its foundation.
C. Increase our understanding of the truth
concerning Judgment Day, the resurrection
and the end of this physical world.
D. Be able to correctly answer 25 review
questions.

Study Approach
A. Study material is split into the following 3 divisions:
1) examine the doctrine and its history, 2) refute the
doctrine with Scripture by beginning with its major
positions and 3) examine the Scripture on Judgment Day/
Resurrection.
B. Scripture will be the source of our study. Present
the doctrine as proposed by its advocates without
testing its validity.
C. Students’ responsibility is to answer the questions
before class.
D. A 5-minute review will be conducted at the beginning
of each class.

