LOVE DOES NOT SEEK ITS OWN 
“1 Corinthians 13:5”

In 1 Corinthians 12: 31, Paul describes love as a more excellent way than even great spiritual gifts.

He defines love in 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8, read this passage for reminder.

We will focus our attention on the attribute of love, “ love does not seek its own.”


OBJECTIVES
Review self-seeking behavior Paul addresses by letter to the Corinthian Church, 1st Corinthians
Expand our Awareness of Self-Seeking Behaviour in Our lives
Discuss the destructive effects of Self-seeking behavior
Ignite Motivations for Self-Less Servanthood



After Pauls opening greeting and expression of endearment in Corinthian 1, Paul immediately follows with an exhortation. Read 1 Corinthians 1: 10. This statement summarizes the purpose of his letter.



In Pauls letter, 1 Corinthians, what examples were there of self-seeking behavior?



What are some examples of self-seeking behavior we ourselves may struggle with?



What leads/ tempts/ influences us to seek our own interest?



Lets look at how Paul addresses each issue of self seeking behavior in his letter to the Corinthians



I. Boasting about Background

Read 1 Corinthians 4: 6-8: What notions and perspectives does Paul expose?


Who regards them as superior? What is the answer? Is this a rhetorical question? Other worldy-minded people? Weak brethren? No one? God?



Does Paul want them to believe they are super or superior?



Does Paul express his desire to reign over them or with them?



Does being powerful require other people to be weaker than you, or less than you?



Read 1 Corinthians 1: 26-29: What is the counter-worldly nature of the Christians calling?



How can a misunderstanding of the counter-worldly nature of the Christians calling manifest in our attitudes and actions?



Read 1 Corinthians 12: 22-26: What does Paul say about the perspective we Christians should have on all the members of Christs body.



What honor is Paul referring to in this passage?
	


The self-seeking behavior in the issue of boasting about background was rooted in a desire for superiority, boastfulness, pride, and arrogance.


Paul exposes these character flaws, and offers a better alternative. 




II. Attention now to the issue of legal matters amongst brethren

Read 1 Corinthians 6: 5-6. What was the self-seeking behavior in this instance?



Read 1 Corinthians 6: 7-8: What does Paul clarify is the spiritual result of this problem?



What is meant by defeat? Did they already lose the lawsuit case? 



What counter-worldy perspective does Paul ask of the brethren at Corinth?



What teachings from the mouth of Jesus Christ are similar to this exhortation from Paul? Matthew 5
	


Is it unlawful to take someone to court? Read 1 Corinthians 6: 12



Is it profitable to take someone to court?



Is it spiritually profitable to take someone to court? 



Can we have a false since of justification about our decisions because of the worlds standards? 



The world promotes the pursuit of equality, justice, and comfort, many a noble cause. 
Think of examples where the worlds standards of what appears to be in peoples best interest are actually to their spiritual detriment?

	 

Should our decisions be based on whether or not an action is lawful, or spiritual profitable?



Does spiritually profitable mean only to our own personal individual spiritual profit, or to our church body? 



The self-seeking behavior in the issue of taking brethren to court was rooted in a desire for worldly gain, or worldy state, without regard for spiritual profit, and without regard for the spiritual profit of the other brother.
III. Attention to the issue of food to idols

Lets define the problem. Read 1 Corinthians 8: 4-8 



Do these verses summarize the problem that Paul addresses in chapter 8 and 10?



Read 1 Corinthians 8: 1: Does this verse better define the problem? How?



What about 1 Corinthians 8:7, did all the Corinthian brethren have the particular knowledge being referenced? 



Is the statement in 1 Corinthians 8: 1 a rhetorical statement?
“We all think we ourselves individually have knowledge?” As in we are over-confident
Or
“We all think others have have knowledge?” As in we are ignorant to the spiritual knowledge of others


Remember arrogance is a self-seekers mindset. 



How does knowledge make arrogant? Read  1 Corinthians 8: 8-12 and answer. 



What is meant by “liberty” in verse 9? Be specific to this case, and expand to a broader meaning
	


How can our knowledge of our liberties create the potential for us to wound Christians?



Give an example or examples that brethren face today where knowledge-based expressions or actions may in fact be arrogant and weaken or discourage a brother?
	




Consider these passages and how they pertain to this topic

Proverbs 18: 1-2

James 1: 19-22 

Philippians 2: 1-4 


Similar to the issue of taking a brother to law discussed above, our actions may not be a violation of the law BUT they can still be sinful if our actions are in our own interest and against the spiritual welfare of our brother.

Are the behavior modifications we make in respect to brethren need only be temporary, one time, and then the brother should have learned to deal with our legal behavior? Read 1 Cor 8: 13 




Read 1 Corinthians 10: 23-33. . What further detail and insight do we gain regarding self-less behavior within liberty?




In 1 Corinthians 10: 23-33, How does Paul encourage the brethren to modify their optional behavior?
	



Do we make behavior modifications only with respect to brethren? Read 1 Cor 9: 19-23 
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Consider these passages

Matthew 5: 16

1 Peter 2: 12

2 Corinthians 6: 3


In summary, self seeking behavior, though within our legal liberty, can result in actions which cause our brother to stumble, and we should opt to behave in a way that draws men to Christ, does not detract from the gospel, and shows our appreciation for their soul

